












































































































































































































Journey to Bl iss 
Elliot Rosse, Grade 9~Poetry 

To be young and f ree as spar row

M y w ings gl ide, gr azing the pur p le hues of  sundown . Ai r  f i l ls m y 

chest, cool  and cr isp  and m y song r ings out am ong the beauty. I  feel  her  

p resence, she sur rounds m e and em br aces m e w i th  the sweetness of  the sun , 

her  eyes gazing upon  m e lov ingly. She br ings m y sm i le, pain ted  on  w i th  her  

own  f inger s, gr an t ing m e m y con f idence. I  thank her  as she gl ides m y w ings 

th rough  the fear . As I  shutter  I  feel  p rotected  f rom  the p rotector s, and i t  al l  

m akes sense. For  the f i r st  t im e I  am  of  love. Yel low hues f i l l  m y v ision , 

dancing l i ke dandel ions in  a breeze and she del iver s m e to the p rom ise. A 

p rom ise of  k indest, a p rom ise that w i l l  r em ain  f r actured, but never  broken . 

 And there i t  i s. A par ad ise. Tear s rol l  upon  i ts appear ance, I ?m  f inal ly  

hom e. Som eth ing so sim p le and m agn i f i cen t i t  br ings m y hear t  to l i fe, 

f i l l i ng m y blood w i th  bl i ss and exci tem en t. And I  thank her  for  th is gi f t  oh  

so generously. T hough  i t  causes m e sor row f rom  t im e. W hen  speech  does 

m e wrong and I  feel  the hol low i t  gives m e, I  r em em ber  your  p rom ise. T he 

fact  I ?ve com e so f ar  f r om  the val ley to be above the tal lest  peaks now. A few 

gusts of  w ind  w i l l  never  break som eth ing so f r actured and gor geous. 

 T hey have bastard ized your  generosi ty, cur sing m y brother s. So 

m uch , r ipp ing the w ings of f , seeing the gloom  and the val ley swal lows sp i r i t , 

belch ing up  bi t ter sweet, tem pt ing m ore to jo in  h im . T hey tr y  to steal  your  

p resen t! T hey sw i tched i t  w i th  poison  and then  asked for  gr at i tude. W an t ing, 

wan t ing, wan t ing, that?s al l  the val ley wan ts. T he val ley is death , and yet 

the shadows avoid  h is d ivots. 

But you del ivered m e, m other , m y w ings m ol ted  and decay ing 

feather s d isin tegr ate the f ur ther  I  head towards th is r ainbow you?ve set 

before m e. M y f lock , m y exquisi te f lock is of  the wor ld  and I  jo in  them . T he 

gr ace and m ar vel  they show m e. W hen  I  tel l  them  h is l ies, they chuck le at  i t , 

watch ing the glass shards of  a m i r ror  sp l in ter , r el iev ing m e of  m y gr ief . 

T hey sur round m e w i th  aubuden t gi f ts, giv ing, giv ing, giv ing, the 
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f lock gives m e m ore than  he ever  was w i l l ing to even  at tem pt to spare 

m e. O h  how I  feel  t r easured and whole, just  m ore of  the extr aord inar y 

awards she p rov ides. T hey hold  both  sides of  m y face, al low ing m y 

stup id ly  lar ge gr in  to peer  th rough  the cur tains. W hen  I ?m  w i th  them  

al l , the val ley is a near  m em or y. A steam  that cover s m i r ror s, w iped 

away to show m y beaut i f u l  sou l . An  unbreakable par t  of  m e, that  i s 

l i t tered  al l  around m e.

    L eav ing the val ley was a t rem endous pain . Being in  the val ley in  the 

f i r st  p lace was hel l  in  sheep's cloth ing, yet , thank you. I f  i t  were not for  

th is jour ney, th is  jour ney of  bl i ss,

I  would  st i l l  be h is obed ien t daugh ter  .

But now I  am  your  petal , your  son .
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