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New Items 

 

Letter from the President of the Alumni Association, 

We hope you enjoy the history of York Proms through the years. The Author, 

Debbie Leaton-Linhart, class of 67 is Vice President of the York Community High School 

Alumni Association (YCHSAA). She has been instrumental in the York archiving project 

plus created the decade posters for the Centennial hanging in the halls of York. We do 

appreciate her knowledge of York’s history and look forward to other articles regarding 

York’s Legacy.    



Once A Duke, Always A Duke 

Kathryn Wilson 

President-YCHSAA 

 

“Memories Are Made Of This” 

By Debbie Leaton-Linhart, ‘67 

York has passed some big milestones in recent years. In 2018, we celebrated 100 years 

since the passage of the referendum that established York and the name York 

Community High School.  In the fall of 2020, we recognized 100 years since York 

opened and students entered the hallowed halls for the first time. Now in 2022, we 

commemorate the publication of the first Y’s Tales Yearbook and the first Junior-Senior 

Prom. 

 

York’s first Prom was held on June 3, 1922, in the girl’s gym. It was called the Junior-

Senior Prom because it was put on by the Junior class as a send-off for graduating 

Seniors, and because of the Promenade or grand march of all attendees. It was called 

a gold and blue Prom because those were the Senior class colors. “The girls never knew 

for sure whom they were to dance with until Prom night came and they received their 

dance bids.” (A dance bid was a small booklet that included the theme of the dance, the 



name of the band, names of those who served on the committee, and most 

importantly, a line for each dance that would be played that evening with space for the 

young men to sign their names. It was worn on the wrist, hanging from a small 

ribbon.) “For weeks in advance, the boys had exchanged the dance bids of their dates, 

always keeping the first and last dances for themselves. This was done in consideration 

of their girls, for it was only a wallflower who danced with the same boy all night.”   

The Prom of 1941, was the first Prom that was not at York but held at the Elmhurst 

Country Club instead. On June 3, 1967, the exact 45th anniversary of the first Prom, 

our Prom was one of many held in the boy’s gym. Over the years Prom has been held 

at various locations, including several years at The Drake Oakbrook (where in 1982 

tickets were $25 per couple but by 1986 were up to $30!), and also at Chicago’s Adler 

Planetarium, the Museum of Science and Industry, and Navy Pier. In 1987, Prom and 

the state track meet were accidentally scheduled for the same weekend and qualifying 

runners ended up missing Prom. In 2020, everyone missed Prom when it was canceled 

because of the COVID pandemic. 

This spring, students are once again making plans for Prom. Pictures will be taken to try 

to capture the special outfits and excitement of a magical evening spent with precious 

friends. The York Community High School Alumni Association wishes the Class of 2022 

a fantastic Prom and beautiful memories to treasure for a lifetime. In the 1950s there 

was a popular song titled, “Memories Are Made Of This”, and they are. 

 

York News 

York Drama proudly presents Godspell! Tickets will go on sale on April 18th at 

YORKDRAMA.org. 



 

 

GREEN SCENE  

Athletic Boosters' largest fundraiser is LIVE. The actual event is THIS Saturday, April 9. 

Doors open at 7 p.m. Link to review items on the auction block AND start bidding on 

them has been sent to you if you've purchased tickets/sponsored. Please check your 

spam folders if you have not received them yet. Or click here for the 

link  http://greenscene2022.ggo.bid/  

Familiarize yourself with the user-friendly site which has simple instructions to get you 

bidding. Learn how to favorite items, place max bids, and BUY IT NOW. 

Those of you who will be joining us at the event at the new Elmhurst Hall, this 

Saturday, please be sure to stop by our Check-in Table when you arrive. Thank you for 

supporting ALL YORK DUKES sports programs. GO DUKES! 

 

Prior Items 



 

Do You Know a Distinguished York Alum? 

Nominations are open for the 2022 Dukes of Distinction program. Please fill out 

this form to nominate your 2022 Duke of Distinction! Applications are open to anyone 

who is a graduate of 5+ years and who has distinguished themselves through 

significant and/or extraordinary accomplishments, service, and/or an outstanding 

contribution to society.

 

NEED A UNIQUE GRADUATION GIFT FOR AN ELMHURST STUDENT? 

Consider giving an Elmhurst Landmark Throw that depicts spaces and buildings from 

their hometown or college town! Recently redesigned, the coverlet is available 

in cream/hunter green or cream/black. 

Purchase Here 

Proceeds support the programs of the York Community High School Alumni Association 

that benefit York students, alumni and archival preservation.   

 

Update your information! 

Have you moved or changed your phone number, visit us online and update your 

information! 

 
Reunions 
During these uncertain times, we will be maintaining updated information on the 
Reunion page, located on the District 205 website. If your reunion has been postponed 
or canceled due to COVID-19, please email your updates to alumni@elmhurst205.org. 


