State Assessments \
Keystone Exams and PSSA

Sample test items below provide examples of the increased rigor of the Keystone Exams at the
secondary level and the PA Core Standards aligned PSSAs.

PSSAs in 2014 will include field test items aligned to PA Core Standards. Students may find
these items more challenging, and while they are not counted in the scoring for the
assessment, they offer a preview for what is coming in 2015.

Sample Test Items | Keystone Exams

To gain an understanding of the rigor of the Keystone Exams, sample questions are reproduced
below.

Keystone Exam — Literature
Sample Test Item

Keystone Exam — Biology
Sample Test Item
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Keystone Exam — Algebra |
Sample Test Item

Sample Test Items | PSSAs

To gain an understanding of the rigor of the PSSAs scheduled for implementation in 2015,
sample questions are reproduced below.

PSSA — Grade 4 Mathematics
Sample Test Item

PSSA - Grade 3 English Language Arts
Sample Test Item
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What does the phrase “talking to itself” mean about the water?
A. Itis noisy.
B. It may be dangerous.
C. Itis moving swiftly.
D. It would be fun for swimming.

The PSSA for student in grades 3 through 8 is now an English Language Arts assessment rather
than a reading assessment. Effective spring 2015, it will also include a writing component at
every grade. Previously, the Writing PSSA was only administered in grades 5, 8, and 11.

Additionally, the PSSA in grades 4 through 8 includes the addition of passage-based essays in
the English Language Arts assessment whereby students will read a short passage and write a
short essay drawing evidence from the text to support the response.

While this sampler is designed as a snapshot of the assessments, PDE’s assessment website
includes many more samples, new scoring rubrics, as well as historical items. Access this site
at http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state _assessment system/2096
5/pennsylvania_system of school assessment %28pssa%29/1190526.
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