
  

 

  

 
 

 

Superintendent's Update - October 2018  

 

 

 
Dear San Mateo–Foster City Community, 

I am hopeful that you have had some time to spend with your family 
during the October break. As we return to school, it will be a busy time 
with much to learn and many fun activities for our students. I look 
forward to seeing you at the various fall celebrations over the next couple 
of months.  I wanted to share with you the latest District news and recent 
School Board actions. 
 
Single Plans for Student Achievement 
At our September 27 meeting, ten schools reviewed their SPSA’s with the 
Board of Trustees:  Bayside Academy, Baywood, Borel, College Park, Highlands, LEAD, North 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=1da879c56d&e=93f10bd8de


Shoreview Montessori, Parkside Montessori, San Mateo Park and Sunnybrae.  It is always 
impressive to hear about the work that staff is doing to support student learning, wellness and 
family engagement.  The Trustees will receive a presentation from the ten remaining schools 
before their regularly scheduled meeting on October 25 at 5:15 pm. 
  
Board Resolutions 
Three resolutions were passed at the September 27 Board meeting.  One recognized LGBTQ+ 
Month and expressed support.  Another was passed in recognition of the Week of the School 
Administrator (October 8-14).  And, there was significant discussion related to an Equity 
Resolution.  This resolution outlines action steps for the District to establish an Equity Task 
Force.  All resolutions can be accessed on our September 27, 2018 Board Agenda.  
  
Equity Task Force 
The Equity Task Force will review district policies, evaluate LCAP spending and the overall 
District budget with an Equity lens, work with the Communications Committee to prioritize 
communications, monitor student progress toward achievement goals and provide 
recommendations and solutions to the Board of Trustees.  Watch for further 
information on the process for application to the Equity Task Force. 
  
Sanctuary Task Force 
At the August 23, 2018 Board meeting, the San Mateo–Foster City School District Trustees 
received a presentation on actions taken by the Oakland Unified School District Sanctuary Task 
Force.  Our Trustees had previously passed a resolution in support of our undocumented 
students and our District has support protocols in place.  The next step is to set up a Sanctuary 
Task Force to bring further information to our community, spear head educational events and 
bring materials to the classroom.  Watch for more information as this work unfolds. 
  
Budget 
Budget-wise, the Trustees discussed how to address the District’s $5 million structural 
deficit.  Reductions were considered and can be found on our September 27, 2018 Board 
Agenda.  Any reduction would be difficult, but $5 million is especially heart-breaking.  We have 
already increased revenues through our enterprise funds and facility rentals.  Additionally, the 
Board placed the Measure V – Excellence in Education parcel tax, on the upcoming November 
ballot.  During public comment the last two board meetings, it was reported that both CSEA 
and SMETA support Measure V. 
  
Labor Negotiations 
The San Mateo Elementary Teachers Association and the San Mateo–Foster City School District 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=04070f85e8&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=423e120de5&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=423e120de5&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=199a5bd369&e=93f10bd8de


 

have reached an impasse in negotiations.  The District will continue to work in good faith with 
SMETA to bring the current contract negotiations to a fair, reasonable, and fiscally responsible 
resolution.  For the most up-to-date information, please visit the Labor and Negotiations page. 
 
Education Foundation 
We continue to be grateful to the San Mateo–Foster City School District Education Foundation 
for their support of District programs. The recent Run2FunD at Hillsdale High was a huge 
success both in terms of community building and fundraising. Thank you to President Colleen 
Sullivan, the Education Foundation Board and the many volunteers who supported this event. 
  
Sincerely, 
Joan Rosas, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 

 

 
 

 

Upcoming Events  

 

 

 
Join Superintendent Rosas 
for coffee and 
conversation.  Meetings are 
designed to provide an avenue for 
school families and community 
members to stay informed about 
District initiatives and learn more 

about the great things taking place in San Mateo-Foster City 
schools.  We hope to see you there!  

Meetings are held in four different areas of our District, but 
parents and community members are welcome to attend 
any or all Chats. 

 
- 2018-2019 SCHEDULE -   
 
Tuesday, October 23, 2018 
9:00-10:00 am 
Bayside Academy 

Important Dates 
 

 
Fri, Oct 5 - Fri, Oct 19 
Fall Break - No School 
 
Tue, Oct 23 
Superintendent Coffee Chat, 
9:00 am - Bayside Academy 
 
Thu, Oct 25 
SPSA Presentations, 5:15 pm 
Board Meeting, 6:30 pm - 
District Office 
 
Mon, Oct 29 
K/TK Info Meeting, 6:00-7:30 
pm – San Mateo Performing 
Arts Center 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=d766af9506&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=4bb8be878d&e=93f10bd8de
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Tuesday, January 29, 2019 
6:30-7:30 pm 
Abbott Middle School 
600 36th Avenue, San Mateo 
*Spanish translation provided 

Thursday, March 28, 2019 
5:30-6:30 pm 
Baywood Elementary 
600 Alameda de las Pulgas, San Mateo 
*Spanish translation provided 

 

 
Thu, Nov 1 
Board Meeting, 6:30 pm - 
District Office 
 
Mon, Nov 12 
Veteran's Day - No School 
 
Thu, Nov 15 
Board Meeting, 6:30 pm - 
District Office 
 
Wed, Nov 21 - Fri, Nov 23 
Thanksgiving Break - No 
School 

 

 
 

 

SMFCSD Kindergarten & TK Information Meeting for 

New Students - October 29th  

 

 

 

 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=5531c2f9d1&e=93f10bd8de


 

  
 

 
 

 

October 30th is SMFCSD Walk to School Day!  

 

 

 

 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=133a0b9625&e=93f10bd8de


 

Join your friends and Walk & Roll to School! 

Do you know children need at least 60 minutes a day of physical activity?  Help your child get a 
head start on their minutes first thing each morning by walking or biking to school.  Start this 
healthy habit on Tuesday, October 30 for SMFCSD Walk to School Day.  If you live farther away, 
take a bus with your child and walk from the bus stop, or park several blocks away from school 
and walk from there.  You will spend quality time with your child while making streets safer by 
reducing the number of vehicles on the road.  Walking to school also improves air quality.  A 
student who walks or bikes to school twice a week for one school year keeps 131 pounds of 
pollution out of our air.  Check with your child’s school to find out what activities are planned for 
Walk to School Day.  It’s cool to walk to school! 

 

 
 

 

October is National Bullying Prevention Month  

 

 

 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=ade50a769a&e=93f10bd8de


 

 
October is National Bullying Prevention Month.  Kindness is one of the most significant 
contributors to positive school climate. Being kind makes others happy, makes you feel good 
and helps prevent bullying.  Learn more about National Bullying Prevention Month at 
StopBullying.Gov 

 

 
 

 

Measure V Parcel Tax Election Information  

 

 

*See flyers below 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=74c353df85&e=93f10bd8de
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Teacher Professional Development Day  

 

 

 

 

 
#WeAreSMFCSD 

San Mateo-Foster City School District elementary staff spent Friday, October 5 setting reading 
goals & making instructional plans, while our middle schools worked with Adolescent 
Counseling Services - Outlet Program to find ways to provide inclusive, safe environments for 
LGBTQQ+ students & students with mental health issues.  Thank you teachers for your 
commitment to our students and all you do!  

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=37ce6396f1&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=37ce6396f1&e=93f10bd8de


 

 

Parkside Montessori Walk-A-Jog Success  

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Parkside Montessori on a successful Walk-A-Jog!   

On September 28, Parkside Montessori held their Annual Walk-a-Jog event.  Many staff 
members, students and alumni attended.  They had an amazing turn-out of over 
180 students!  The run demonstrated how students are able to push themselves hard and have 
fun at the same time.  Students participated in Jello-eating contests, cake walks, guessing staff 
baby pictures, face painting, and were able to choose from a variety of food options (including 
a popular food truck).  This event caters to very wholesome, child-oriented activities and 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=62b705950b&e=93f10bd8de


 

is fabulous community building with endless smiles and good times.  A big thank you all the 
teachers and staff  who attended and supported the students during the event!  

 

 
 

 

Laurel Elementary Raises $75,000  

 

 

 

 

 
Laurel Move-A-Thon a Huge Success! 

 
On September 14, Laurel Elementary conducted their annual Move-A-Thon for their school 
community.  All students moved to the beat as all students participated in fitness stations 
across the Laurel campus.  This year’s Move-A-Thon raised $75,000 that will benefit programs 
such as physical education, Art in Action, Art and Science Day, Literacy Week, assemblies, field 
trips, and MORE!  Thank you to our generous Laurel families for supporting our school! 

 

 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=54807ae15d&e=93f10bd8de


 

 

San Mateo-Foster City Education Foundation News  

 

 

 

 
You are SUPER! Thank you for your support! 

Thank you to everyone who played, volunteered and walked with us in the sunshine at the San 
Mateo-Foster City Education Foundation's Run2FunD to raise money for our students!  A 
special thank you to our generous sponsors: Chance to Excel, Peninsula Health Care District, 
Orthodontics of San Mateo, County Consumer Plumbing, Stacy Clark Real Estate Team, Amici’s, 
Graniterock, Southwest Greens, CertaPro Painters, Bohannon and Mathnasium. 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=35ed6bb5f6&e=93f10bd8de


 

 
 
We would also like to thank Brendan Devane, Liz Wiegand and the Laurel Jump Team, Tiffany 
Belzer and Yohko Fick (our yoga teachers), Playworks, Core Taekwondo and the Wellness Fair 
booths for exercising our minds and our bodies and giving so generously of your time and 
talent. 
 
Finally, thank you SMFC District staff and teachers for your support.  Please 
visit www.smfcedfund.org for photos and winners.  
 
SMFCEF is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, donations are tax-deductible. Tax ID 94-
3110731. 

 

 
 

 

School Board Meeting Highlights  

 

 

 
To review board presentations, upcoming agendas, and 
previous meeting summaries - go to the Board Agenda & 
Summaries page of the SMFCSD website. 
   
Summary of Recent Meetings 
At the September 27, 2018 Board Meeting, the Trustees: 

• Approved Resolution No. 11/18-19 Recognizing 
October as LGBTQ+ Month  

• Approved Resolution No. 12/18-19 Recognizing 
October 8-14, 2018 as the Week of the School 
Administrator  

• Approved Resolution No. 09/18-19 - Equity 
• Held a Public Hearing, Resolution No. 10/18-19 - Sufficiency of Instructional Materials 
• Discussed Budget Reductions for 2019-2020  

At the September 13, 2018 Board Meeting, the Trustees: 

• Discussed Resolution No. 09/18-19 - Equity 
• Reviewed the 2017-2018 Unaudited Actuals - Draft 
• Discussed Potential Budget Reductions for 2019-2020 
• Amended the Superintendent's Agreement - extend by one year to end on June 30, 

2020 

https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=625b48c09a&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=4ac3475b61&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=4ac3475b61&e=93f10bd8de
https://smfcsd.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2a49584f0fdd5a29e441e72a7&id=71846378d4&e=93f10bd8de


 

All Board Meetings are open to the public and held at the San Mateo-Foster City School District 
Office - 1170 Chess Drive, Foster City at 6:30 pm.  Community members are encouraged to 
attend. 

 

 
 

 

2018-2019 SMFCSD Student Calendar  

 

 

 

 

• August 14 - First Day of School 

• August 31-September 3 - Labor Day Holiday 
• October 5-19 - Fall Break 

• November 12 - Veteran's Day Holiday 
• November 21-23 - Thanksgiving Break 

• December 21 - January 7 - Winter Break 

• January 21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Holiday 
• February 18 - President's Day Holiday 

• March 11 - Teacher PD Day - No School 
• April 1-12 - Spring Break 

• May 27 - Memorial Day Holiday 

• June 20 - Last Day of School 

2018-2019 SMFCSD Student Calendar (pdf) 
 

Parents - tired of manually entering important district dates into your calendar?  Now 

you can export the SMFCSD Student Calendar to your device.  Go to our District 
Calendar page and click on Export the SMFCSD Calendar.  
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As a member of the SMFCSD community, you are automatically subscribed to receive our district 

newsletter. If you would like to opt-out, please follow the unsubscribe directions listed on the bottom of 

this newsletter. We look forward to keeping you informed of the great things happening in our district! 
 

 

 
 

  

 


