
Through my research, I found that it may seem like lawsuits are 
more effective than going through the PTAB but under more 
evaluation, the results are more inconclusive than the data presents 
on the surface. Lawsuits seem to be more efficient because the cases 
I analyzed typically ended in a payment of some sort (royalties, 
purchase of patent, damages) but many were also taken to a Chinese 
court and quickly ruled in a different way. PTAB cases were very 
similar because they may have set precedents, but the cases were 
also typically brought to a Chinese court and in turn lost all 
effectiveness.    

Based on evaluation of the overall effect of each of these ten 
cases, I can conclude that neither lawsuits nor the PTAB is more 
effective when preventing Chinese patent infringement in the US. 
Although the lawsuit cases presented a higher score of eight, 
compared to the PTAB cases of seven, the overall effect of these 
cases were too similar to definitively conclude that lawsuits are 
more effective than the PTAB. 

Also, the results may be more inconclusive than predicted 
because of the knowledge of law required for a research question 
like this one. For example, when researching PTAB cases, the 
details and overall effect was very difficult to find as much of it 
was not publicly available. To add, If I were able to analyze a full 
ten or twenty cases for each category, the results may have come 
out differently. 

Overall, although inconclusive, I clearly found that Chinese 
patent infringement is extremely difficult to prevent as there are 
drastically different laws. My next steps to this project would be to 
expand the amount of cases I research through further knowledge 
of law. I also would more thoroughly research other forms of 
fighting Chinese patent infringement that I might not have known 
about this year.  

With the increase of new inventions and ideas around the globe, 
patents and the protection of ideas are more essential than ever. For 
my research, I asked the question “what is the best way lawyers can 
prevent Chinese patent infringement in the US?” My focus on China’s 
patent infringement came from the long-lasting notion in the US that 
China is the top country in which patents are infringed upon. Through 
this question I planned to discover the law behind this infringement 
and the best way to prevent it through law. 

As revealed before, I split my data into three  categories for each 
case. Under the lawsuit cases, I found that although payment for 
damages, injunctions, and royalties are typically received, the overall 
effect is small. This means that either the infringer continued selling 
the product, as seen through cases after the one being analyzed, or the 
precedent set did not actually benefit the petitioner. 

On the other hand, the PTAB cases seemed to be even less 
effective. Although most of them set valuable precedents in the US, 
these holdings meant nothing to Chinese courts and most were found 
in the infringers favor at these courts. 

Special thanks to James Azadian and Mr. Shen for helping make 
this project happen.
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For my project, I used applied research with hybrid, both 
quantitative and qualitative, data. The general population I studied 
was IP infringement cases with a sample population containing 
lawsuit and US Patent Trials and Appeals Board cases. The US Patent 
Trials and Appeals Board is a higher executive branch body that deals 
with trials involving the validity of patents, patent infringement, and 
appeals to prior cases. The cases brought to the PTAB are ones that 
needed to be dealt with at a higher courts than the judicial branch. I 
collected my data randomly by selecting five patent infringement 
lawsuit cases and five patent infringement US PTAB (Patent Trial and 
Appeals Board) cases. Within the lawsuit cases, I categorized my data 
by the case description, 1.) the money lost from competing sales 
(damages), 2.) other relief sought, and 3.) the overall effect. Under the 
PTAB cases, I categorized my data by 1.) the action on patent 
applications, 2.) challenges to the PTAB decisions, and the 3.) overall 
effect. After, I planned to analyze my data through a self-created point 
and color system through which I can assign points to each case based 
on its effectiveness. I created the point system based on the categories 
I analyzed them through. Each category is worth one point and the 
overall effect is worth two. The colors reflect these points as dark blue 
reveals a score of three points, the blue a score of two, the light blue a 
score of one, and the lightest blue a score of zero. 
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