Middle school years are characterized by growth and change. While outward
changes are easy to see, inward changes may or may not be as evident. Teaching,
understanding, and nurturing the whole child is a critical part of helping students
navigate middle school.
What to Expect
Emotional - Inconsistent behavior patterns are common. A roller coaster of
emotions can be true of boys and girls.
Social - Social interaction with peers becomes very important. Middle school
students often begin to refer to peers as sources for standards.
Spiritual - Transformation from a childlike faith into a personal responsibility and
commitment often begins during middle school years.
Academic - While grades are an important indication of where students are
academically, grades alone may not tell the whole story in middle school.
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Psalm 28:7
goals

parent partnership

The middle school faculty desires to help students:
• Value hard work, stick withitness, and grit.
• Gain independence as a thinker and a learner.
• Recognize failures and struggles as an opportunity
for growth.
• Learn to use their voice.

As students move toward independence, you can help
your student by emphasizing:
•
•

The process over the finished product.

The skills practiced over the graded content.

Common characteristics
of middle school students

Respect

Respect yourself, others, and school property

Philippians 2:4 “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.”

Obey

Obey authority

Hebrews 13:17 “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who
must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no
advantage to you.”

Love

Love others through your words and acts of service

Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”

Excel

Encourage each other in the pursuit of excellence

Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men.”

Middle School Houses

Amare
Core Value: Love
Verse: Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
Biblical Foundations: Love others through your words and acts of service.

Consortio
Core Value: Partnership
Verse: Ecclesiastes 4:12, “A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.”
Biblical Foundations: Pursue strength found in healthy partnerships.

Praestantia
Core Value: Excellence
Verse: Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord
rather than for men.”
Biblical Foundations: Encourage one another in the pursuit of excellence.

Reverentia
Core Value: Respect
Verse: “Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the
interests of others.” Philippians 2:4
Biblical Foundations: Treat each other as image bearers of God.

Veritas
Core Value: Truth
Verse: John 17:17b, “Your word is truth.”
Biblical Foundations: Live lives characterized by Truth.

Choose one of the following books from this great list of classics. Come ready
to discuss the book in August. If you have any questions, please contact Georgia
Witt at georgia.witt@littlerockchristian.com or Heather Gunther at
heather.gunther@littlerockchristian.com. Happy reading!!

Island of the Blue Dolphins
Scott O'Dell
ISBN#9780547328614

My Side of the Mountain
Jean Craighead George
ISBN#9780141312422

Number the Stars
Lois Lowry
ISBN#9780547577098

War Horse
Michael Morpurgo
ISBN#9780439796644

Middle School - Sample Schedule
5th Grade
Time

8:00-8:15

Get Ready for the Day

8:15

Biblical Worldview

8:30-9:40

Block 1 - Language Arts

9:40-9:50

Recess

9:55-11:10

Block 2 - Math
Compass

(Community, Others, Myself, Planning, Academics, Spiritual, Support)

11:10-11:35

Monday - Planners
Tuesday - Study Hall / Girls’ and Boys’ Bible Study
Wednesday - Study Hall / Clubs
Thursday - Chapel
Friday - House Time

11:40-12:00

Lunch

12:00-12:20

Recess

12:25-1:45

Block 3 - Enrichment Classes
PE STEM Theater Music Art Tech
Instrument Discovery Word-Up Math Lab

1:50-3:06

Block 4 - Science and History/Biblical Foundations
A/B Schedule

5th Grade
Bible
●

Explains what make the Bible unique among all other texts

●

Recognizes the cycle of creation, fall, redemption, and restoration

●

Explores the major covenants in found in the Old Testament

●

Studies the life of Jesus as recorded in the four gospels

●

Reads scripture and answers the question: What do we learn about God?

●

Pursues spiritual growth through weekly chapel, weekly bible studies, service
projects, and spiritual growth transformation days

Language Arts
●

Identifies and uses the grammatical conventions of the eight parts of speech in
writing and reading

●

Uses elements of the writing process to compose creative and evidence-based
analytical texts including narrative, persuasive, and research writing

●

Responds to a variety of grade-level texts using reading strategies that support
comprehension in fiction, informational, and poetical content

●

Analyzes and organizes elements of plot structure in literature

●

Activates and exercises critical thinking to communicate comprehension of
ideas in reading and writing

●

Participates actively in collaborative discussions and projects with peers

●

Identifies and uses Greek and Latin roots to decode new vocabulary words and
emphasize spelling strategies

Math
●

Understands and identifies numbers using their place value

●

Classifies, compares, and rounds whole numbers to one million, and decimals
to the thousandths place

●

Shows proficiency in multiplication and division of large numbers by one- and
two-digit divisors

●

Uses equivalent fractions to add and subtract fractions including interchanging
between improper fractions and mixed numbers

●

Multiplies and divides fractions and mixed numbers

●

Identifies patterns and simplify expressions using mathematical terms,
including variables

●

Understands basic geometry concepts such as angle relationships,
measurement, area, volume and surface area

●

Writes ratios as simplified or equivalent fractions and identify ratios as a way to
compare two or more quantities

●

Uses decimals numbers and knowledge of place value to compare, add,
subtract, multiply, and divide

●

Understands and demonstrates knowledge of the relationship between
fractions, decimals and percentages

●

Analyzes and creates graphs and calculates basic statistical measures including
theoretical and experimental probability

●

Demonstrates understanding of when learned math concepts can be used in
real world situations

Science
●

Uses appropriate scientific tools to observe, record, organize, interpret, write
and present the results of scientific investigations clearly and accurately

●

Plans and carries out fair tests in which variables are identified and
observations are formed

●

Recognizes patterns among objects in the sky

●

Investigates and understands that the natural world includes earth materials
that can be useful resources and changes over time that may be fast or slow

●

Understands that all living things have basic life needs, life processes, and
functional parts

●

Understands that ecosystems support diversity of plants and animals that
share limited resources

●

Explores the nervous system and how it interacts with other body systems

●

Knows that matter has measurable properties and patterns that determine how
matter is classified, changed, and used

●

Discovers that force, motion, and energy are related through simple machines

●

Observes how energy exists in many forms and can be observed in cycles,
systems, and patterns as it relates to light and sound

●

Investigates environmental impacts on oceans, freshwater, and air and how we
can manage our land resources to positively impact our environment

●

Recognizes the role of water in Earth’s water-related processes including water
cycle, waves, currents, tides, distribution of heat, and climate

History
●

Explores the progression of United States history from the beginning of the Civil
War through the Cold War

●

Identifies the roles religion, geography, economy, and leadership play in
shaping this country

●

Demonstrates skills for historical thinking, geographical analysis, economic
decision making, and responsible citizenship

●

Identifies the costs and benefits of specific choices made, including the
consequences, both intended and unintended, of the decisions and how people
and nations responded to positive and negative incentives

●

Creates and interprets timelines using pictures and/or words for events in
the past and present; applies the terms year, decade, century, and millennium
to describe historical times.

●

Interprets and creates visuals, including graphs, charts, tables, timelines,
illustrations, and maps using appropriate mathematical skills

●

Interprets patriotic slogans, excerpts from notable speeches and documents,
and political cartoons

●

Recognizes God’s sovereignty in historical events

