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What is the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act?

Â The McKinney-Vento Act provides homeless 
students and families the opportunity to receive 
additional tutoring, mentoring, advocacy and 
support.

Why is the Act in place?
Â Kalispellôs homeless are increasingly working 

families with school age children.

Â Changing schools greatly impedes studentsô 
academic and social growth.

Â A rule of thumb is that it takes a child four to six 
months to recover academically after changing 
schools.

Â Almost 75% of highly mobile children perform below 
grade level in reading and spelling, and more than 
half perform below grade level in math.



History of the McKinney-Vento 

Homeless Assistance Act:

The McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (Subtitle B-Education 
for Homeless Children and Youth), 
reauthorized in January 2002, 
ensures educational rights and 
protections for children and youth 
experiencing homelessness. It 
provides grants and legal protections 
so children and youth in homeless 
situations can enroll in, attend, and 
succeed in school and preschool 
programs.



McKinney-Vento Services 
For Students in SD#5:

ÂContinued enrollment at 

current school

ÂTransportation 

ÂTutorial services

ÂTransferring records



McKinney-Vento Services
For Families in Kalispell SD#5

ÂFamily support

ÂSchool Counselors  serving 

as school liaisons

Â Information on community 
resources

ÂTransition assistance for 
families who are no longer 
homeless



Who is Homeless according to 

the McKinney Act?

Â Families doubled up with friends 
or family members

Â Families or individuals staying in 
parks or camp grounds

Â Children or youth placed in foster 
homes due to lack of shelter 
space

Â Families staying in motels or 
shelters

ÂFamilies staying in ñsafe housesò 
due to domestic violence 



Can other students be served?

Â Families considered ñat-
riskò of homelessness are 
also eligible.

ü ñAt-riskò families may have 
experienced previous 
homelessness or are at risk of 
eviction.

ü Families who have moved 
multiple times throughout the 
school year.



A Few Methods to Determine 

Homeless Families:

Â Mailing Labels: note occurrences of 
the same address for more than one 
family

Â Familiarity with Motel Addresses:
Keep on hand a listing of the low-
cost motels in Kalispell

Â Incomplete or Unusual Enrollment 
Records: Enrollment records, or lack 
of records, may help identify 
homeless children


