
Summer reading – 6th Grade 2022-23  
 
Required reading: Must be read by ALL students. 
 
                               The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise By Dan Gemeinhart 

.    
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
You will take a test over the required reading when you get to school in the fall. I would recommend 
purchasing this novel and writing the main idea in a couple of sentences after each chapter.  If you 
don’t want to write in the book, you could keep track of your notes on post-its. **I recommend 
reading this novel second, so the content is fresh. 
 
Choice Book: Chose ONE of the following novels below as your second novel of the summer. 
(All summaries from Amazon.com) 

 
   Realistic Fiction:  

Restart by Gordon Korman  
Chase's memory just went out the window. Chase doesn't remember falling off the roof. He 
doesn't remember hitting his head. He doesn't, in fact, remember anything. He wakes up in a 
hospital room and suddenly has to learn his whole life all over again . . . starting with his own 
name. He knows he's Chase. But who is Chase? When he gets back to school, he sees that 
different kids have very different reactions to his return.  
256 pages  
  
Not If I Can Help It by Carolyn Mackler 
Willa likes certain things to be certain ways. Her socks have to be soft . . . and definitely can't 
have irritating tags on the inside. She loves the crunch of popcorn and nachos . . . but is 
grossed out by the crunch of a baby carrot. And slimy foods? Those are the worst. Willa can 
manage all these things -- but there are some things she can't deal with, like her father's big 
news. He's been keeping a big secret from her . . . that he's been dating the mom of Willa's 
best friend Ruby. Willa does NOT like the idea of them being together. And she does NOT like 
the idea of combining families. And she does NOT like the idea of her best friend becoming her 
sister overnight. Will she go along with all of these changes? NOT if she can help it! 230 pages 



 
Historical Fiction:  
The War that Saved my Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
Ten-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too humiliated by 
Ada’s twisted foot to let her outside. So, when her little brother Jamie is shipped out of 
London to escape the war, Ada doesn’t waste a minute—she sneaks out to join him. 
 So begins a new adventure for Ada, and for Susan Smith, the woman who is forced to take the 
two kids in. As Ada teaches herself to ride a pony, learns to read, and watches for German 
spies, she begins to trust Susan—and Susan begins to love Ada and Jamie. But in the end, will 
their bond be enough to hold them together through wartime? Or will Ada and her brother 
fall back into the cruel hands of their mother? 352 Pages 
 
Memoir:  
The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson  
This, the only memoir published by a former Schindler’s list child, perfectly captures the 
innocence of a small boy who goes through the unthinkable. Leon Leyson was only ten years 
old when the Nazis invaded Poland and his family was forced to relocate to the Krakow ghetto. 
With incredible luck, perseverance, and grit, Leyson was able to survive the sadism of the Nazis, 
including that of the demonic Amon Goeth, commandant of Plaszow, the concentration camp 
outside Krakow.  
Ultimately, it was the generosity and cunning of one man, Oskar Schindler, who saved Leon 
Leyson’s life, and the lives of his mother, his father, and two of his four siblings, by adding their 
names to his list of workers in his factory—a list that became world renowned: Schindler’s list.   
256 pages  
  
Fantasy:  
The False Prince by Jennifer A. Neilsen  
In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a 
nobleman of the court, devises a cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost 
son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are recruited to compete for the role, 
including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than 
questionable, yet his life balances on a sword's point -- he must be chosen to play the prince or 
he will certainly be killed. But Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well.  Sage moves from a 
rundown orphanage to Conner's sumptuous palace, layer upon layer of treachery and deceit 
unfold, until finally, a truth is revealed that, in the end, may very well prove more dangerous 
than all of the lies taken together.  352 pages  
  
Mystery: The Emperor’s Riddle by Kat Zhang 
Mia Chen is on what her mother calls a Grand Adventure. She’s not sure what to make of this 
family trip to China and didn’t want to leave her friends for the summer, but she’s excited about 
the prospect of exploring with her Aunt Lin, the only adult who truly understands her. 
 
Then Aunt Lin disappears, right after her old nemesis, a man named Ying, comes to visit. Mia 
knows that years ago, when Aunt Lin and Ying were sent to the Fuzhou countryside to work as 
laborers, the two searched for an ancient treasure together—one that still hasn’t been found. 
She’s suspicious that their shared history might be linked to Aunt Lin’s disappearance.  
272 pages  


