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Hi all,
This is my first ever “public reflection” and I’ve got to say this is probably the most awkward
piece of writing I have ever written. Regardless of the feeling, I think my experience with the
LASER Program at the Leysin American School has added value to the way I see
project-based learning (PBL) and integrating “real-life” circumstances to the curriculum I
teach. I am an IB Business Management teacher and I have had the privilege of teaching
some of the best students this graduating class of 2022.
One of these students was especially keen on working outside of the class content,
integrating his pre-existing website development skills with what he was learning about in
the class, in particular about marketing. I have more of a marketing background, having
worked with Adobe suite with product managers in a previous professional life; I also
wanted to learn more about website development and management – so you could say this
was quite a happy pairing.
I decided to cover the costs of this project and in doing so my student and I created our very
own online business. I shared my process of using Adobe illustrator to create logos and other
images, while he shared his knowledge in using cloud infrastructure and digital content
management systems. I linked social networks together to provide consistent messaging
throughout multiple platforms and he linked a payment system to sell services and products.
We’ve worked together as a team (me as a client in some ways and he as the consultant),
which has given him invaluable experiences in communication, project management,
problem solving and teamwork.
All in all, I believe that project-based learning offers a sense of purpose for students which is
one way in which we can create motivated learners. It was also an outlet for me to step
outside of the classroom and work on something I am passionate about. Upon writing this
reflection I chose to do a little more research into PBL and its effectiveness.
One study of PBL was conducted in elementary school science classes, with groups that
either did or didn’t participate in PBL. Overall, students in PBL classes outperformed in
science, social and emotional learning and literacy scores (Krajcik, et al.). However, I am
skeptical to use only this approach and it also does raise questions on whether or not it can
be applied to all subjects.

Another study found that minimal guidance and no prior or basic understanding of complex
content or theories would have negative effects on student academic achievement.
“…strong guidance while learning is more often found to be equally effective as
unguided approaches… there is also evidence that [unguided instruction] may
have negative results when students acquire misconceptions or incomplete or
disorganized knowledge” (Kirschner, et al.).
Although, from my experience it comes down to the type of student you have, how many
students are in your classroom, and how much time you have to dedicate to each lesson or
time after school. We should also never assume one approach to learning will work for
everyone and for every stage of their learning. In business class, we can quite quickly use
real world examples to understand the content and from this example create a website and
a business in less than a year’s time! In other subjects, schools, and classes, this may not be
as feasible.
I thoroughly enjoyed working on this project with my business student. It was an exceptional
experience and I know that he has taken as much from this process as I have. If you would
like to see the progress on the website head on over to www.mountain-mutts.ch.
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