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Paideia@50 Construction Update

It has been a busy spring on both sides of Ponce de Leon! Across the street at the site of our newest building, site preparation is underway. General Contractors Hodges & Hicks are clearing multiple
areas at 1368 Ponce de Leon to allow work to begin. Much of the progress made at this closed construction site is difficult to see, aside from catching a glimpse as you drive by. Our campaign leadership got an inside preview on February 10.
Paideia campaign leadership and members of the Perkins & Will Architecture and Hodges & Hicks
teams gathered to celebrate the first step toward the construction of the new Junior High! The job
proved too big for our team and a few gold shovels, of course. We have turned it over to the Hodges
& Hicks crew, who have been hard at work ever since.
Once site preparation is complete and the Paideia@50 Capital Campaign reaches its finish line,
construction of the new junior high building can begin in earnest. We look forward to celebrating the
generosity of the Paideia community as soon as we reach our $25 million goal, and we need every
Paideian’s participation to make this next step a reality! If you have not yet made your gift or pledge,
this may be your last chance. Visit Paideia50.org or contact Claire Hegarty to learn more.

Paideia Parties Like
It’s 1971

Hundreds of current and alumni parents, current
and former faculty and staff turned out on Saturday April 30 for “Paideia Celebrates 50 Years!”
Under a large white tent covering the campus
green, old and new Paideia drank a toast to the
school that brought them all together. “Who woulda’ thought that we would be here 50 or 51 years
later celebrating not only the survival of Paideia
School but that we have done so well?,” asked
Paul Bianchi, head of school, in his remarks. A
highlight of the party was a visual archival presentation of the school’s history. To Paideia!
see more photos on page 10

Above, from left: Board Member
and member of Building Committee Thad Sheely, Chad Stacy
of Perkins & Will, Katlyn Leach of
Perkins & Will, Board Chair Wayne
Aaron, Director of Development
Claire Hegarty, Head of School
Paul Bianchi, Board Member and
Chair of the Building Committee
John Bencich, Mo Nadizadeh of
BDR Partners, Campaign Co-Chair
Allegra Lawrence-Hardy, Campaign
Co-Chair Scott Schnell, Andrew
Sills of Hodges & Hicks, Director of
Facilities Laura Hardy, Dusten Porter of Hodges & Hicks, Brett Luna
of Hodges & Hicks, and Chance
Morris of Hodges & Hicks.

COMMUNITY
Family Science Carnival Draws
Hundreds of Visitors to Campus
Paideia hosted
its fourth annual
Family Science
Carnival, an
Atlanta Science
Festival event.
About 470
people came to
the campus to
play sciencethemed carnival
games created
by Kirsty’s and
Shannon’s elementary and
junior high science classes, several high school
clubs, and our partner, Science of Fun STEM Camp.
Thank you to Shaun Evans, Kirsty Lubicz-Nawrocka,
Shannon Thibodeau, Amy Valk, Lacey Andersen, and the
dozens of parent, student, and faculty volunteers who made this
event happen!
– David Fergemann, STEAM Coordinator

Bird Club
Community Service
The Paideia junior high Georgia
Youth Birding Competition team of
Kya McMerit, Alex Huyhn, Madeleine Moon-Chun, Ashima Gandhi
and Gayatri Kedar, who won their
division in this year’s competition
by identifying 90 species within 24
hours, raised $890 in pledges with
the proceeds going to Trees Atlanta.
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Cellist Okorie
Johnson Visits
Junior High
Junior high students were
treated to a short concert and presentation by accomplished cellist
Okorie Johnson. He is a classically trained cellist, who brings a
dynamic lens to the music world
from a place of living between
worlds. Johnson spoke to students
about how our identity interacts
with our experiences.

Paideians Win National Scholastic
Arts and Writing Awards
Cassie Boulis ’23 and Sonia Alizadeh ’25 were awarded
Scholastic Art and Writing medals at the national level. Cassie
won two of the three gold keys awarded in Georgia for
photography. Sonia won a silver key for her jewelry design. It
was the only national award given for jewelry in Georgia. Gold
medal winners will be honored at Carnegie Hall in June.

COMMUNITY
Model UN Team Wins Honors at National
Conference
Paideia’s Model UN team traveled to NYC recently to participate in the National High
School Model United Nations Conference, which also included dozens of schools from
around the world. This was Paideia’s seventh time attending the conference and the first
time being honored. The Paideia team received three awards.
Amit Kamma and Kaiya Ciho were selected to represent their committees as speakers
during closing ceremonies. Co-delegates Bahiyyih Grant and Madelynn Huff won an
Award of Excellence in their committee. The entire Model UN team received a Research
and Preparation Award of Merit for Paideia School.

Award Winning Author/Illustrator
Visits Elementary Students
By Jill Hanson, Elementary Librarian

Caldecott Award winner Dan Santat met virtually with elementary
students on Friday, March 25, in a visit sponsored by the elementary
library.
Santat kicked off his visit with a read aloud of one of his recently illustrated books, A
New Day, written by Brad Meltzer. His presentation, which included images of his early
work and samples from his writing notebook and sketchbook, focused on how he became
an author and illustrator. In a highlight of the visit, he taught students how to draw several
well-known characters using only basic shapes and letters. His visit ended with questions
from several students and a big round of applause! Several classes wrote and illustrated
thank you cards and notes that were sent to Santat.
Santat has published more than 100 books for children. He received the Caldecott Award
for the book The Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend in 2015. His work includes picture books, middle grade novels, and graphic novels. In his new graphic novel,
The Aquanaut, a group of sea creatures take over an antique diving suit and try to rescue
the inhabitants of Aqualand, a theme park with marine animals. Students are looking forward to his next book, Endlessly Everafter, a choose-your-own adventure style fairytale
written by Laurel Snyder. Visit the elementary library to read or check out his books.

Paideia High School
Team Excels in Science
Olympiad
The Paideia High School Olympiad
Team, with Phillip Salzinger ’23, Sean
Zheng ’22, Ethan Castellino, ’22, Charlie Maxon ’23 and Cecilia Pardo ’23,
won the Middle Georgia Region Tournament last month and secured a spot at the
state tournament held the weekend of April
9. This was the team’s 10th trip to the state
tournament in the last 15 years.
Due to spring break overlap, the team
only had eight of the 15 team spots filled,
and could not compete in all the events.
Despite this handicap, they managed to
average 16th place out of 30 teams in the
events where they competed. Also, the
team won its first state medal when Phillip
Salzinger ’23 and Katya Haspel ’22 won
a fourth place medal in ornithology.

Student Artwork
Shown at Atlanta High
School Art Show
Maria Roque, Kaila Pearson, William Hagan, Asha Ahn, Jay Johnson,
Audie Hobson, Caroline Pierce, and
Audrey Felske had their artwork selected for the Atlanta High School Art
Exhibition. Cooper West received an
honorable mention. The exhibition was
on display during the Dogwood Festival
in the Piedmont Park Community Center
in April.

Maria Roque

April-May 2022 • The Paideia Newsletter | 3

COMMUNITY
Paideians Win UN
Haiku Honors
The following students and junior high
teacher Becca McCauley are winners in
this year’s United Nations International
School Haiku Contest. First through third
place winners will be revealed along with
all of the winning poems at the awards
ceremony in early June.
ELEMENTARY DIVISION
Place: Bobby Gooch
Honorable Mentions (unranked):
Bobby Gooch, Marina Hirsch Dantas e
Silva (two poems)
MIDDLE SCHOOL DIVISION
Place: Laura Patterson, Silver Sage
Honorable Mentions (unranked): Theo
Arnold, Alex Cooksey, Alexandra Huynh
(2 poems), Grace McCarthy, Benjamin
Moon-Chun, Saurav Subramanian, Bodhi
Verhaeghen
HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION
Place: Elizabeth Doyle
Honorable Mentions (unranked):
Kelsey Eiler, Carolina Hardin, Roman
Karamesic-Kelley (2 poems), Phoebe
Luscher, Lilly Margolis

UNICEF Club Acts Quickly to Assist Ukrainian
Refugees
The humanitarian crisis caused by
the war in Ukraine
has deepened at an
alarming pace, causing more than half of
Ukraine’s children
to become displaced.
The high school
UNICEF Club acted
quickly to address the
crisis in Ukraine, organizing a virtual and
in-person fundraiser
to raise money for
Ukrainian refugees.
Left to right: McHenry Brewer, Asha Ahn, Ava Arepally, and Vivi Belkin
Similar to the club’s
past fundraisers and the foundational goals of the UNICEF organization, the UNICEF
Club works to address crises and current issues that require immediate action. Asha Ahn
’23 led the efforts to create a virtual platform donation page to fundraise for this cause. In
addition, the club sold cupcakes in Ukraine’s blue and yellow colors. Raising over $1,000,
the UNICEF Club is eager to continue launching more fundraisers in the future.

Senior Signings

TEACHER DIVISION
Place: Becca McCauley

Students Win National
Haiku Awards
Junior high students Talia Ghose, Colin Thomas, and Kaeden Quarles were
three of the six winners in 2022 Nicholas
Virgilio Memorial Haiku Contest. Contest
winners receive $100, publication of their
haiku and a year’s subscription to Frogpond, the journal of the Haiku Society of
America.
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Four Paideia seniors signed to play their sports in college. Gabe Elliott will play baseball at Swarthmore College and Bruno Damiani will play baseball at New York University. Continuing their soccer careers are Abraham Gonzalez at Georgia Southwestern State
University and Geoffrey Halpern at Villanova University.

COMMUNITY
Soccer Senior
Night
Senior soccer varsity
boys and girls players
and their families were
recognized at Senior
Night.

Baseball
Senior Night
Senior varsity players
and their families were
recognized at Senior
Night before the team
took to the field to win
against Eagle’s Landing
Christian Academy.

Ultimate
Senior Night
Senior ultimate varsity
boys and girls players and
their families were recognized at Senior Night.

Tennis Senior
Night
Senior tennis varsity
boys and girls players and
their families were recognized at Senior Night
after both teams won their
matches.
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COMMUNITY
High School Awards Assembly
The high school awards assembly took place on Thursday, April
21. Awards recognize student achievement and involvement in
academic, community service, and leadership in the high school.
University of Georgia Certificate of Merit: Asha Ahn,
Cassie Boulis, Maggie Bowen, Rohan Chanani, Alec Hutchinson,
Allie Schroeder, and William Stone
Governor’s Honors: Cassie Boulis, Rohan Chanani, Bahiyyih
Grant, Luca Horn-Morawa, and Phillip Salzinger. This year all
of Paideia’s nominees were selected by the state.
Internship Commendations: Aiden Danzig, Connor
Donroe-Wells, Audrey Felske, Defne Tanyildiz, Jacob Schnell,
Emma Schulder, Cooper West, and Rainey Wise

National Merit Scholarship Finalists

Community Service Award: Julia Victor
National Merit Scholarship Finalists: Amit Kamma,
Garret Brand, Andrew Guthrie, Jack Geryol, Charlie Maxson,
Rohan Leveille, Khari Payne, Wesley Stone, and Sean Zheng
Robotics Award: Kenan Orlovic
Environmental Citizenship Award: Isabel Seward and Tate
Vaccaro
Journalism Award: Aiden Danzig, Ella Grace Dunn, and
Raina Chaudry
Yearbook Award: Hannah Garrett and Catherine Heckler
Musician Award: Andrew Guthrie
Golden Tin Cup Award: Defne Tanyildiz
Musical Theater Award: Charles Eastman and Sophie
Lyman

Community
Service

AJC Cup

Internship Commendations

Head of School / Juniors
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Journalism

Mock Trial

Golden Tin Cup

Drama and Film

Golden
Tin Cup
Susan
Ehrhardt

COMMUNITY
Drama and Film Award: Trinity Lockett and Macsen Higgins
Mock Trial Award: Ryan Eiler and Jacob Schnell
Junior Book Awards: Brown University - Athena Assikis;
University of Chicago -Asha Ahn; Columbia University - Josie
Bond; Dartmouth - Spencer Furman; Georgia Tech - Phillip
Salzinger; Harvard University - Bahiyyih Grant; Phi Beta
Kappa - William Stone; Smith College - Sofia Irlando; Wesleyan
University - Allie Schroeder, and Yale University - Rohan
Chanani
Positive Athlete of Georgia Award: Aiden Danzig
Athletes for a Better World: Ella Grace Dunn and Aiden
Danzig
Marty Hays Award given to one senior girl and one senior
boy who represent the spirit of sportsmanship, fair play, and team
camaraderie that the late Marty Hays brought to Paideia sports:
Luna McCauley and Joe Elston.
Head of School Award given to juniors and seniors whose
energy, good will and supportiveness make Paideia a better place
to be: Seniors – Grant Alpern, Bruno Damiani, Connor DonroeWells, Raina Chaudhry, Joe Elston, Geoffrey Halpern, Paulina
Silva, Julia Victor, Rainey Wise, CeCe Yarbrough, and Owen
Zealey-Chen
Juniors – Michael Aaron, Adrien Chung, Victoria Ellis, Sam

Hadego, Madelynn Huff, Jackson Marshall, Soloman MustafaReid, Zaila Strayhorn, and Faven Wondwosen
Leadership and Service – Given to seniors for their
leadership and service in their class and the entire high school:
Aaliya Cassoobhoy, Aiden Danzig, Miles Kirsh, Taylor Powell,
Kalkidan Tefera, and Emma Schulder
Susan Ehrhardt Award named for the late Susan Ehrhardt,
long time faculty member and leader, who was a generous citizen of
the school, engaging friend to students and colleagues alike: Jack
Geryol
AJC Cup Award – given to the most overall outstanding
senior: Amit Kamma

Musician’s

Marty Hays

Yearbook

Robotics

UGA Certificate of Merit

Head of School / Seniors

Leadership and Service
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COMMUNITY
An interview with Julia Schiff ’06 and Zoë Ruhl (nee Taylor) ‘13,
resident and medical student at Penn Medicine
Zoë, but I also like working in a supportive environment with great colleagues
and team members. I also enjoy the emergency department’s emphasis on social
determinants of health and diversity and
am looking forward to getting more engaged in the department. Philadelphia is
also a great city and it’s nice living walking distance from everything.   

First, tell us a little bit about your
background. What have you been
doing since you graduated from
Paideia, and where are you now?

Zoë: After Paideia I went to Williams College where I was pre-med and majored
in art history, inspired by Donna’s Art
and Society class. During college I was
very involved in sexual assault advocacy,
prevention, and education. I worked one
summer in Joe Biden’s Office of the Vice
President with the White House Advisor
on Violence Against Women. After graduating from Williams I created a fellowship
where I partnered with Planned Parenthood Southeast and traveled to five different countries studying women’s health
through photography. In the summer of
2019 I got married and started medical
school at Penn. I am currently a third year,
finishing up my clerkship year, and I am
planning on going into family medicine.
Julia: I went to Tufts University where
I studied anthropology and dance. After
college, given an interest in medicine, I
completed a post-bacc premed program.
I interned in a refugee health clinic and
performed in some Latin dance companies prior to starting at Emory Medical
School. There, I also got an MPH in
global health. I recently completed my
internal medicine residency at Emory and
have been involved in activities related
to HIV medicine, impacts of climate
change, gender equity, and due to an
interest in learning a broader skill set in
global health decided to pursue a second
residency in Emergency Medicine. I started at Penn in July and joined the second
year EM residency class.
How did your paths cross at Penn
Medicine?

Zoë: As a clerkship student I have spent
the last year rotating through a host of
different services to learn all aspects of
medicine and try out different fields. My
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very last rotation is emergency medicine
and during an overnight shift Julia and I
were chatting about where we were from
and made the Paideia connection.

Julia: I always look forward to rotating
students like Zoë, as it offers the chance
to get to know new people and hopefully
impart a few pearls of medical knowledge. It was clear from the start of our
shift that we had a few things in common,
so it was funny to find out that we grew
up so close to each other and went to
the same school! As I am learning more
about Zoë, I can see we have a bit more
in common too - including arts backgrounds, interests in photography, global
work, and social advocacy.
What do you most enjoy about
your time there?

Zoë: Penn Med School really provides
unparalleled clinical training. I am learning how to be the best physician for
my patients from incredible other med
students, nurses, techs, residents, and attendings. I get to see things I would never
see elsewhere and learn from some of
the best physicians in the world. I also
really love Penn’s emphasis on addressing the social determinants of health,
how people’s identities, social contexts,
and backgrounds influence their health in
multifactorial ways.
Julia: I am newer to Penn Medicine than

If you could go back in time and
give the high-school version of
yourself advice, what would it be?

Zoë: Explore more. Take classes that
challenge you, go places that expand
your views of the world, spend time with
people very different from yourself. Also,
as someone once told me, “The most important decision you make is not where
you choose to go to school, it’s who you
choose to [spend your time with]”
Julia: I would tell myself it’s more about
the journey than the destination and to
seize any opportunity to do things that
excite you and make you happy. Travel
as much as you can and try to take in
and experience every moment fully. And
spending time with the people you love
is the most important thing. I would also
tell my high school self not to worry, that
your closest friends from childhood will
still be with you many years from now.
Any favorite teacher(s) you want
to give a thank you or shout out?

Zoë: Donna Ellwood, always and forever.
The year after I graduated college I got to
come back and present my thesis on Frida
Kahlo, which was inspired by her, to her
art and society class and it was one of my
proudest moments. I wouldn’t be here
without her.
Julia: I am a lifer, so too many to name!
Many teachers and classmates made an
impact on me and helped shape me, my
values, and the way I interact with the
world.

COMMUNITY
Highlights from D.C.
Alumni Gathering
Thank you to over 60 wonderful alumni
ranging from classes ’77-’21 who came
out to reminisce with Paul B, John Capute and Joseph Cullen! Each event was
filled with laughter, mingling and plenty
of P HI cheer. Stay up to date through our
website paideiaschool.org/alumni.

Reunion Highlights
Over the weekend of April 22-24 we welcomed
over 60 alums back to campus after a 2-year hiatus! Friday night we gathered for a BBQ provided
by Paideia’s own Dead Pig Society followed by
class reunion parties across Atlanta on Saturday
night and a playdate at the Half Day Sunday morning. Congratulations to the Class of ’76 who won
the Reunion Cup and a special thanks to class organizers Laura Brachman ’76, Laura Bliss Leary
’87, Blair Falivene ’00, Andrew Haworth ’01,
Kelly Douglas ’02, Abbey Glass ’07, Austin Kane
and Daniel Herrmann ’10 and Roy Kucuk ’12!

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 marks the
launch of 1509 Minutes of Giving, a
social media campaign designed to bring
in as many gifts to the Alumni Fund
as possible in just over 24 hours. The
Alumni Fund (a component of the Annual Fund) designates 100% of proceeds
raised towards financial aid at Paideia.
Follow @paideiaalums to stay in the
loop and shout out to Todd Harris ’97
for designing our logo!
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COMMUNITY
Paideia Parties Like It’s 1971
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COMMUNITY

Field Day 2022

Field Day returned in full-throttle boisterous and exuberant spirit after pandemic
enforced a two-year break. Students
romped about Candler Park in various
games—organized and unorganized— and
just plain relaxed in groups on blankets
and towels, and in a hammock or two. As
always, the day culminated with the traditional cross-age relay. Families joined students and faculty on the sidelines to watch
childhood go racing by.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-

criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body.
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year.
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our
web site at www.paideiaschool.org

Eat Lunch With
Your Child Draws
Hundreds
Eat Lunch with Your Child
returned after a pandemic enforced two-year hiatus. Hundreds of parents came to school
on Wednesday, April 26, to have
lunch with their children. “Eat
Lunch with Your Child” is the
Black Parent Organization’s
annual fundraiser to benefit financial aid at Paideia. Parents
arrive early in the morning to
begin grilling hundreds of meat
and veggie hot dogs and burgers,
assembling salads, and setting up
tables and supplies to feed hundreds. The high school orchestra
led by Pete Ciaschini provided
amazing music to lunch by. The
event was co-chaired by Chip
Joyner and Shaun Evans.
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