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Scarborough

Public Schools

Weekly Newsletter - May 6, 2022

Update on COVID protocols

Last night, on Thursday May 5th, the CDC updated county COVID designations based on the most
recent data and case trends. Cumberland County, previously in green (low transmission community
level), is now designated as red (high transmission community level).

COVID-19 Community Levels by County,

Given this change in county designation, and that Cumberland County is now designated as High
Community Level, we are sending this message to reinforce the CDC guidance on this change:

What Prevention Steps Should You Take Based on Your COVID-19 Community Level?

High (red) Community Level:
o Wear a mask indoors in public
» Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines
o Get tested if you have symptoms
» Additional precautions may be needed for people at high risk for severeillness

We recommend students, staff, and families follow CDC guidance given this current surge in COVID
cases across Cumberland County. In addition, there are a number of great events scheduled between
now and the close of the year, and we would love for everyone to fully enjoy those events, in addition to
remaining healthy. Thank you for doing your part for one another.

In addition to sharing this change in CDC guidance, we'd also like to remind families that next week

(May 9-13) will be the last week for the pooled testing program. Knowing that there continues to be a T
prevalence of COVID in our communities, the state has made a box of 5 at-home tests available for ,
each student and staff member in our district. )
We will be looking to distribute those tests in student backpacks and to all staff next

Friday, May 13. If you DO NOT want test kits sent home with your child, please contact your child's
school directly by next Wednesday, May 11. e .


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html

Community Dialogue - VIRTUAL EVENT

Scarborough Community-

In an effort to accommodate more community members and to limit in-
person interactions, we have changed the format of the upcoming
Community Dialogue. The dialogue will no longer be at the high school, but instead will be a virtual
event. We still look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, May 11 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., however,
the evening will now be solely remote. Although remote, the agenda remains the same:

1. Leadership Team will be facilitating conversations on focus areas generated from our surveys;
2. We will also be presenting information on the new primary school building project.

We will be sending out much more specific information and sign-up links on how to participatein the
community dialogue and hear the update on the new primary school building project on Monday, May
9th. Watch your email for full details!

Please mark your calendar and we will see you on Wednesday!

Regards,
Geoff Bruno

Middle School Welcomes New Assistant Principal

At the April 28, 2022 school board meeting, board members
unanimously voted to appoint Angela Scully as the next Assistant
Principal of the Middle School. Ms. Scully will be replacing David Currier,
who will be retiring after serving 35 years with Scarborough Schools.
Ms. Scully has been the Assistant Principal at Massabesic Middle School
for 8 years, and she is currently the Assistant Principal at Massabesic
High School. The School Board and Leadership Team are very excited to
welcome Ms. Scully to the district, but at the same time, will miss Mr.
Currier for all his years of service and dedication to Scarborough
Schools. Good Luck to both in their next endeavors!

Celebrate a Senior!

It's that time of year again. The Scarborough Education Foundation
is holding its annual fundraiser and celebrating our seniors with
messages and balloons! Please click on the link below for more
information and to place an order. The deadline to order is May 20.
If you have any questions, please email
scarborougheducationfoundation@gmail.com.

https:/forms.gle/Azi2VyFy5WGZ3Pxc8
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District Wide Reported Positive Cases by Week
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School Board Update

District Building Committee

The Building Committee has been meeting regularly since January to
continue the work planning for a new primary school and
addressing district wide facility needs. This work had been
previously delayed due to covid and to allow time to budget the
appropriate planning costs. In the fall, the Superintendent was able
to enlist the help of Harriman and Associates, an architectural firm
that was selected from a process held in 2020 and approved by the
Board of Education in July 2021 when sufficient funds became
available through voter approval of the FY22 budget.

Harriman has been instrumental in laying the foundation for the
work that needs to be done to move this project forward. For the
past few months the committee, in conjunction with Harriman, has
been focused on the site selection process and planning for
community outreach. Efforts are being made to bring the
community along with the work that has already happened and
enlisting support for the work that is still ahead. There will be many
opportunities along the way for the community to learn about and
participate in the project. The next four regular Building Committee
meetings have been scheduled and each will be held in the library of
one of the three existing primary schools (see schedule below). This
gives the community an opportunity to see inside the schools as
they join in the conversation about the facility needs that are being
addressed. In addition to the Building Committee meetings, the
Superintendent is hosting a Community Dialogue on May 11th at
6pm virtually on Zoom where some preliminary information will be

Alhmavad Thava il Alaa lha Aamnmmmnmniimidis favitimmnna Adanimmad lkid laveicmaawm



https://s.smore.com/u/5828/fe41785346bebadaf537bb331b205d87.png

to solicit community input for varying aspects of the project. The
first of these forums is scheduled for June 6th and will focus on site
selection. Given the recent communication on the turf and track; it
is important to note that no decisions on a site have been made to
date and community feedback is an important part of this process.
Be on the lookout for further details on this forum.

We are also looking for community members to volunteer to
participate on subcommittees focused on more specific areas
related to the primary school building project. These committees
include communications, site selection, educational visioning, and
sustainability. Please click on this link if you have interest in serving
on a subcommittee as part of this project.

The Building Committee aims to have a dedicated webpage in the
near future that will house all of the documents that have
accumulated over the years related to school facility needs, along
with meeting dates, agendas, minutes and much more. Until that is
complete, please visit the school website or reach out to
boe@scarboroughschools.org with any questions.

Building Committee Meeting Dates and Locations:
May 24th: Eight Corners 630p

June 28th: Pleasant Hill 630p

July 26th: Blue Point 630p

August 23rd: Eight Corners 630p

Spring State Testing Information

As our schools move into spring activities, one spring event on the
horizon is the state requirement for testing, often known as the Maine
Educational Assessments or MEAs. There are two different State
assessments required to take place this spring: One is the NWEA MAP
Growth Tests; the other is the MEA Science test, also referred to as the
ADAM Science test. what follows is information on each as well as the importance of this data and
how we useiit.

NWEA MAP Growth:
» Who: students in grades 3-8 and 3rd year of high school
» When: Between May 2 and June 10 Why: To measure and celebrate growth from the fall tests in
Reading, Language Usage, and Math
» How: Online assessments taking approximately 45-60 minutes each
» Results: will be sent home at the end of the year

ADAM Science:
» Who: students in grades 5, 8, and 3rd year of high school
o When:For grades 5 and 8: between May 2 and 27; For 3rd year of high school: between May 16
and June 10
» Why: To measure student performance in science
o How: Online assessment scheduled in multiple sessions for a total of 3 hours of testing
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeastPrymt4z-NfvtHtMttYu6HhPAPXiHMzp-uUFmQYFQ_Lkg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.scarboroughschools.org/board/standing-committees/building-steering-committee
mailto:boe@scarboroughschools.org
https://s.smore.com/u/5bfd/08eed90ffb4946cae45377747094af05.jpeg

School leadership is working hard at scheduling these assessments to minimize the disruption to the
instructional day. More specific details will be provided by each school.

The data isimportant to us as it will assist us in making improvements to our curriculum and
instruction. As the Literacy and Math results will be available to teachers this spring, the information
will assist teachers in measuring growth and celebrating growth.

While an ‘opt out’ option is not available, we do wish to partner with parents to make decisions in the
best interest of our students. If you have concerns regarding your child’s participation, please contact
either your child’s guidance counselor, principal, or Monique Culbertson, Director of Curriculum and
Assessment. We appreciate your support as we look forward to using the data from these
assessments to inform teaching and learning.

Fall NWEA SPS Performance Compared to National

MEA/NWEA Reading Fall 2021 MEA/NWEA Math Fall 2021
Mean RIT 575 Performance Compared to National Mean RIT 5P5 Performance Compared to National
Searmansogh Searbarough Puble ehosts

nweao

Fall 2021 Reading Pre-Pandemic Norms Fall 2021 Mathematics

The Scarborough Public Schools Website has more detailed information on the number of COVID-19
positive cases by school. We will continue to update information on the website each week, so please
visit the link above for the most recent information by school.
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Family Matters! Student Survey Responses: Thinking about everything in

your life right now, what makes you feel the happiest?
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Images from Wentworth School
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Upcoming SPS Events - Mark Your Calendar!

2021-2022 School Calendar

e May 11 - Community Dialogue

» May 18 - Town Council 2nd Reading of the FY23 Budget
o May 18 - Early Release Day*

» May 19 - School Board Meeting

» May 30 - Memorial Day - No School

*Early Release Times:
K-5-1:45p.m.
6-12-12:55p.m.

Become a Substitute!

The Maine Department of Education and Educate Maine have partnered together to promote more
individuals to become substitutes by offering full reimbursement for the fees associated with
fingerprinting and background checks as an incentive. Please consider this opportunity if you have
time to support our students in this way.
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https://s.smore.com/u/9a9f/abf87014db64579bbcacdeca2c7908c0.png

A Call to Action: ‘Mnine
Our Schools Need YOU! Education
e o e oeperrtbu = ERUCATE MAINE
wchool ol members. /s time 1o len ind [ Gnu

Al "5 ek nan for besiness. ensuning that shedens

WE NEED YOU to be a guest school stalf member.

What b o Guest ichool tlal! member? P EsF

|

o
'3 a simplé process. G0 1o Ihit wabdile, and oo the 7 slaps lor cho
ke o help, apphing. ond hies

wWorkEng in O sCihood, C |.-_-|-_'4 b ol hEhgsad e Imcsnes gow fiiics
What does it cost?

Hething but a lile lime. 17wl foke coout one hour fo
apphcation, ond o 5 5 ag

1y wiEre you woukd

Wl clacrance fof

Be o Mg, suppoting your sChasl ond érduning hal

&% Chldren. You Can wolk wil
clistricts) haiC e, My b « o when and whene you can helg, and you

will b inspired By the enangy and minacka: that [l our ichool,

Links to Our Schools

Blue Point Eight Corners Pleasant Hil

Wentworth School Middle School High School




Health & Safety

Please make sure you review the UPDATED Student Health Self
Assessment questions for 2021-22 below EVERY DAY before sending
your child off to school.

TOGETHER, we can make our schools as safe as possible!

Pre-Screening Tool
for School Attendance

Mosl Common
1 Sy mE
Within the post 24 1.;: |‘-:E|'-.'||:|- 19

Fhiours have you had

a fever® or taken YES =
faver reducing

medicine?

Do you feel sick, had
Vomiting/diarhea,

fever®, sore throat, YES -
new cough, or felt

el

Less Common
Lymploms;

Have you been fold

o stay home and
solate/quarantine YES =
due to COVID-19

EXDOSUNET

Stay home with any YES response (o the questions above.
Symptoms of illness can have many causes. Please Keep your student home and
comtact your schoei narse or primary care provider il vour student is umsell.

Students who present with symptoms while in school will be dismissed to home at
the discretion of the nurse,
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Services & Information

Spec. Services | Alison Marchese, amarchese@scarboroughschools.org
Transportation | Sarah Redmond, sredmond@scarboroughschools.org
Food Services | Peter Esposito, pesposito@scarboroughschools.org
Athletics & Activities | Mike LeGage, mlegage@scarboroughschools.org
Curriculum | Monique Culbertson, mculbertson@scarboroughschools.org
Facilities | Todd Jepson, tjepson@scarboroughschools.org

Tarh QiinnArt
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For technology assistance with SPS student laptops, please send a message to
techsupport@scarboroughschools.org and someone from Technology will be in touch to assist you.

Scarborough Schools

carbomugh public Scho0!®
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