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Top 5 Changes

1. Program Name: Advanced Learning Program
2. Course Configuration and Names
3. Updated Placement Matrix
4. Inquiry Process
5. Communication and Transparency



The purpose of the Advanced Learning 
Program (ALP) is to provide students 
with opportunities to enrich and 
accelerate their learning in the areas of 
English language arts and math.



Advanced Learning Program (ALP)



Defining Terms

What is meant by enrichment?
Enrichment engages students in learning content from the 
current grade-level standards but goes deeper into the 
grade-level curriculum. Emphasis is on moving through 
curriculum horizontally.  

What is meant by acceleration?
Acceleration engages students in learning content from next 
grade-level standards and typically moves at a faster pace.  
Emphasis is on moving through curriculum vertically.  



Course Configuration and Names: ELA

Note: MS placement does not determine HS placement; HS placement determined by PSAT score and teacher 
recommendation. 





Course Configuration and Names: Math







Placement Matrix: ELA



Placement Matrix: ELA



Placement Matrix: Math



Placement Matrix: Math



Placement Communication

Letters will be sent in June to families of 
incoming 4th and 5th grade students 
who qualify for ALP, as well as any newly 
placed students.

Students previously placed in the 
program will remain in ALP



Inquiry Process
● Process used when a student does not qualify for ALP per 

matrix or isn’t performing successfully within the program
● Three types

○ Parent: entry
○ Teacher: entry
○ Teacher: exit

● Note: parents may remove their student from ALP via 
written request



Inquiry Process
1. Request form from Asst. Supt. of Curriculum & 

Instruction
2. Submit form to Asst. Supt. of Curriculum & 

Instruction
3. Review student file to determine next steps; may 

include administering performance assessment or 
student interview, convening review committee

4. Decide placement and communicate 



Communication and Transparency

● Program information posted on district website, including 
placement matrix and inquiry process 

● Teachers preview placement information
● Families with students newly placed will receive 

communication in June
● Inquiry is open all year; one per academic year per content 

area
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ALP Teaching 
Staff

2021-2022



Ms. Michelle Geary
4th-5th Grade



Ms. Jane Ricordati
5th Grade- 

Enriched Math



Ms. Katie Lauder
6th Grade ELA



Ms. Molly Principi
7th Grade ELA



Ms. Nancy Kim
8th Grade ELA



Mrs. Nada Hene
6th Grade Math



Mr. Tristan Roche
6th & 7th Grade Math



Mr. Jon Damon
8th Grade Math



Supporting 
Student 
Growth





Web Resources for Parents

● The Center for the Gifted

● Center for Talent Development

● Davidson Institute

● Illinois Association for Gifted Children

● National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC)

● NEAG Center for Gifted and Talented Development

● Supporting Emotional Needs of the Gifted
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