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UNIS fosters innovation, creativity 

and cross-cultural communication, 

educating and inspiring its students

 to become an active force in shaping a better world: 

peaceful, compassionate and sustainable.



Dear UNIS Families and Friends,

It is our privilege to present the 2020-2021 UNIS Annual Report. This report 

highlights the resilience and passion of the UNIS community as we continued to 

navigate the COVID-19 pandemic. It celebrates many of the accomplishments 

that occurred over the course of the school year.

The year began with students, faculty, and staff returning to campus for the 

first time since March 2020. The joy of being back to school was notable 

although it looked a bit different,l with new protocols in place to ensure the 

health and safety of all. These efforts were well worth it as once the situation 

improved, we were able to welcome students back for full-time in-person 

learning.

Despite the pause on in-person visits to the UN, the collaborative relationship 

with the UN continued to strengthen and grow. As the School of the United 

Nations, it is evident the UN?s ideals permeate UNIS. As is tradition, in the fall, 

we celebrated our connection to the UN during UN Day.

In the Spring, in celebration of International Women?s Day, UN Deputy 

Secretary-General Amina Mohammed hosted a virtual ?fireside chat? with the 

community. Additionally, the student-led UNIS-UN conference also took place 

virtually and focused on the global impacts of COVID-19. The conference 

featured keynote speakers Dr. Anthony Fauci, Ms. Christiane Amanpour, Dr. 

Sanjay Gupta, and Ambassador Burhan Gafoor. Over the course of the two 

days, the conference included many additional UN-affiliated speakers. And, to 

conclude the year and celebrate  the Class of 2021, UN Secretary-General Mr. 

António Guterres delivered a virtual commencement speech at graduation.

The 2020-2021 year allowed us to reflect, grow, and improve. We are excited 

that UNIS continues to flourish in our education of global citizens.

Catherine Pollard                                                                   Dan Brenner, PhD

Chair of the Board of Trustees                                            Executive Director
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The Board of Trustees is 
responsible for the 
fulfillment of the mission of 
UNIS and for policies relating 
to the conduct and 
management of the affairs 
of the School. Members of 
the Board are appointed by 
the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. The Board is 
composed of eighteen 
Trustees. The School also 
recognizes members of the 
UNIS Community, the United 
Nations and the Member 
States and Observers of the 
United Nations as Honorary 
Trustees of UNIS.



HONORARY TRUSTEES

UNIS recognizes members of the UNIS community, of the 
United Nations and of the Member States and Observers of 
the United Nations, as Honorary Trustees of UNIS.

Lifet im e Honorary 
Trust ees

Mr. Ban Ki-moon

Eighth Secretary-General of 
the United Nations  
(2007-2016)

Honorary Trust ees

Mr. Stéphane Dujarric

Spokesperson for 
Secretary-General António 
Guterres

Mr. Peter N. Greenwald

Former Vice-Chair, UNIS 
Board of Trustees

Perm anent  
Represent at ives

H.E. Mr. Mitchell Fifield, 
Australia

H.E. Mr. Philippe Kridelka, 
Belgium

H.E. Mr. Sven Alkalaj, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina

H.E. Mr. Ronaldo Costa Filho, 
Brazil

H.E. Mr. Robert Keith Rae, 
Canada

H.E. Mr. Jun Zhang, China

H.E. Mr. Martin Bille 
Hermann, Denmark

H.E. Mr. Jukka Salovaara, 
Finland

H.E. Mr. Nicolas de Riviere, 
France

H.E. Mr. Christoph Heusgen, 
Germany

H.E. Mr. Jörundur Valtýsson, 
Iceland

H.E. Mr. Tirunelvelli 
Tirumurti, India

H.E. Mrs. Maria Angela 
Zappia, Italy

H.E. Mr. E. Courtenay 
Rattray, Jamaica

H.E. Mr. Kimihiro Ishikane, 
Japan

H.E. Mr. Andrejs Pildegovi?s, 
Latvia

H.E. Mrs. Vanessa Frazier, 
Malta

H.E. Mr. Juan Ramón de la 
Fuente Ramirez, Mexico

H.E. Ms. Mona Juul, Norway

H.E. Mr. Francisco Duarte 
Lopes, Portugal

H.E. Ms. Alya Ahmed 
Al-Thani, Qatar

H.E. Mr. Hyun Cho, Republic 
of Korea

H.E. Mr. Vassily A. Nebenzia, 
Russian Federation

H.E. Mr. Agustín Santos 
Maraver, Spain

H.E. Ms. Anna Karin 
Eneström, Sweden

H.E. Mrs. Pascale Baeriswyl, 
Switzerland



UNIQUELY UNIS

IB Founding School

104 Countries 
Represented by 
Students 
  

1579 Students 9 Languages Offered

26% of Class of 2021 
Graduated with the 

Bilingual IB Diploma 

45 Countries 
Represented by Faculty 
& Staff 

96 Mother Tongue 
Languages Spoken



A YEAR IN REVIEW 

UNIQUELY UNIS

IB Founding School

9 Languages Offered



Welcom e Back !

After an unprecedented Spring of 

2020 due to the international 

COVID-19 pandemic, UNIS was 

prepared and eager to welcome 

students, faculty, and staff back 

onto campus. With health and 

safety as our top priority, the 

school year began in a hybrid 

learning format, where students 

alternated between in person and 

remote learning. Because of this, 

we had two successful first days, 

allowing students to enjoy the 

moment of being back to school 

for the first time since March 2020. 

Remote learners were able to 

livestream into their classrooms 

thanks to the implementation of 

new technology and commitment 

from our teachers on both 

campuses. In person learning 

functioned a litt le differently than 

normal with an emphasis on mask 

wearing and social distancing, but 

the energy and joy of being back in 

school could still be felt. As a 

community, the individuals of UNIS 

collectively took responsibility to 

allow for a successful year back to 

in person learning. 

Diversit y, Equit y, & Inclusion

In the months leading up to the 
2020-2021 school year, UNIS was 
also forced to look inward and 
recognize the existence of 
systemic racism. At UNIS, we are 
advocates for anti-racism and thus 
took time to reflect on our past 
and make changes for the future 
through the necessary hard work 
we are committed to. After 
engaging in honest dialogue on 
race and privilege with 
administrators, faculty, staff, 
students, alumni, and parents, 
UNIS took action. Dr. Judith 
King-Calnek became the school?s 
first Director of Diversity, Equity, 
and Inclusion. Dr King-Calnek has 
been a member of the UNIS 
community since 1994 and took on 
the role of Director of DEI head on. 

SEPTEMBER



Tut  House St udent s Leading

As students, faculty, and staff 

acclimated to the Hybrid schedule, 

Tutorial House students jumped 

right in and ran their annual Club 

Fair in a virtual format. The Club 

Fair showcased over 40 clubs and 

conferences in the categories of: 

Academics; Activism, Politics, and 

Advocacy; Arts and Recreation; 

Cultural; Media and Publication; 

and UN Related. The event ran for 

three days and allowed students to 

learn about the vast selection of 

clubs and conferences, and 

allowed each club to pitch to 

interested members. It was a 

successful and impressive event 

that highlighted our student body?s 

adaptability, leadership skills, and 

commitment to think and act 

critically and creatively. 

UN Day

Every October, the UNIS 

community celebrates our 

connection to the UN, our 

diversity, and shared humanity 

through UN Day as UN Day marks 

the day the UN officially came into 

being. Though our UNIS 

celebrations looked quite different 

than most years, the celebration of 

the UN spirit and ideals was not 

dulled.   Tutorial House students 

learned about the US Electoral 

College with NYU Professor of 

Politics and Co-Director of the NYU 

Center for Social Media and 

Politics, Joshua Tucker. TH 

Students also participated in a 

guided activity around SDG #4: 

ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote 

lifelong learning opportunities for all. 

Middle School students enjoyed a 

special UN Day webinar, while the 

Queens campus enjoyed both in 

person and virtual activities - 

including wonderful musical 

performances by students. Junior 

School students engaged in their 

OCTOBER



annual UN Day assembly including 

the UN Chant and the Message 

from the S-G. Although we were 

unable to visit the UN this year, 

Junior School Mascot Germain had 

the privilege of taking a tour with 

UNIS Board member Stephen 

Margetts in celebration of UN Day. 

Respect  & Equal Right s

UNIS students consistently 

demonstrate their respect for 

equal rights for all. One instance 

from October was when Tutorial 

House students participated in 

International Pronouns Day in 

Spanish. The day seeks to make 

respecting, sharing, and educating 

about personal pronouns 

commonplace as referring to 

people by the pronouns they 

determine for themselves is basic 

to human dignity.

NOVEMBER
Poet ry

As the weather grew colder, the 

resilience, commitment and 

creativity of our community 

allowed for the continuation of a 



fantastic school year. Junior School 

students were able to partake in 

their annual tradition of reciting of 

French poems. J4 students studied 

the work of Victor Hugo and 

learned about how beauty can 

come from tragedy. The children 

studied the meaning of the moving 

poem ?Demain dés l?aube?, 

appreciated the beauty of the 

writing, and learned to recite the 

poem by heart. They shared 

Hugo?s poem along with other 

poems, including those they wrote 

themselves. 

Les parapluies poétiques (The 

Poetic Umbrellas) is an action 

where the J4 students offered a 

poem to listeners and then gave a 

short explanation of it.

Design Think ing

Tutorial House students 

participated in a design thinking 

competition organized by the 

non-profit Hello Future and 

coordinated at UNIS by The STAR 

Project club. This opportunity 

brought together Syrian refugee 

teens and U.S. teens who worked 

to develop creative solutions to the 

challenges of education in the 

pandemic. Students had to design 

a prototype, test it, and present 

the solution. This opportunity 

allowed for students to work 

collaboratively, develop their 

design thinking skillsets, and help 

raise money for refugee teen 

educational programming. 



Ant i-Racism  Ar t work

Middle School and Tutorial House 

students created a collaborative 

painting highlighting issues of 

racism that are prevalent 

throughout the United States. The 

final product is powerful, moving, 

and a testament of what can be 

achieved when we work together 

despite the difficulties of the 

pandemic. 

Cit y Harvest  Dr ive 

The UNIS Community annually 

partakes in the City Harvest Drive. 

This year the community 

successfully came together and 

were able to donate 4,000 pounds 

of food and toiletries! The work of 

our Office of Student Activities, 

parents, the STAR project club, and 

all volunteers emphasizes the 

UNIS community?s commitment to 

helping food insecure families in 

our NYC area. Moments like these 

showcase our community?s 

commitment to caring for others.

DECEMBER 

Exper t  Talk  Ser ies 

The Junior School engaged in an 

?Expert Talk Series? in which 

parents taught students about the 

United Nations and how 

organizations and individuals help 

communities prevent, mitigate, 

and respond to natural hazards 



worldwide. In December, UNIS 

parent Sophie Battas shared her 

humanitarian assistance expertise 

with the Red Cross, NGOS, the 

European Commission, and 

UNICEF. Students learned about 

the impacts natural disasters can 

have on communities 

internationally and how 

humanitarian aid can help during 

and after disasters. 

Wint er  Olym pics

Unfortunately, the cancellation of 

events has occurred 

internationally throughout the 

pandemic. Many joyous 

celebrations and traditions have 

had to be postponed or canceled. 

The Queens Winter Concert and 

Holiday Fair were no different. 

However, the Queens faculty and 

staff were committed to providing 

students with a unique experience 

to celebrate the end of the year. 

They held the ?Winter Olympics? to 

allow students an opportunity for 

collaboration, problem solving, 

and fun outside the traditional 

classroom. The event was a 

success all around and exemplified 

the joyous spirit of UNIS. 

Sust ainable Developm ent  Goals 

in t he Cur r iculum

At UNIS, we love to find different 

ways to incorporate the UN?s 

Sustainable Development Goals 

whenever possible. In December, 

Middle School students created 

Oceans in Motion Art projects 

focusing on SDG 14: Conserve and 

sustainably use the oceans, seas 

and marine resources for 

sustainable development. The 

students worked on their drew, 

painted, and learned digital skills 

to animate their work all while 

showcases their thoughts on 

conservation and sustainability of 

our oceans. 



Arabic Language Day 

Throughout the course of the year, 

UNIS held special Wellness 

Wednesdays that involved guided 

activities, lectures and discussions, 

or celebrations In December, we 

celebrated Arabic Language Day 

Celebration. The celebrations were 

led by H.E. Dr. Mohammed 

Al-Hassan and UNIS students. 

Together we drank tea, made 

Arabic Calligraphy, and celebrated 

the beautiful Arabic language. 

JANUARY

Appreciat ion of  Cult ures 

The Cultural Events Committee of 

the UNIS Parents? Association 

hosted ?Calpulli Conectado? in 

January. This live, community wide 

event invited UNIS families to 

immerse themselves into the 

diverse dances of Mexico. The 

event was well attended and was a 

fun way for families to virtually 

gather and learn about another 

culture. 

Collect ive Responsibil i t y dur ing 

Holocaust  Rem em brance

To commemorate Holocaust 

Remembrance Day, the UNIS PA 

DEI Committee collaborated with 

the Museum of Jewish Heritage: A 

Living Memorial to the Holocaust 

hosted a webinar featuring guest 

speaker Briona Brandman, a 

survivor of Aushwitz.  Briona 

bravely shared her remarkable 

story with the community. It was 

an event filled with emotion and 

reflection as we commemorated 

the tragedy of the Holocaust and 

realized our collective 

responsibility to share the history 

and lessons so this should never 

happen again. 



Design Engineer ing 

Throughout the month of January, 

Junior School Design Engineering 

students worked on designing 

their own computer game using 

the Scratch block based 

programming language and the 

CSFirst curriculum. They also used 

Makey Makey to create a game 

controller out of everyday objects 

to be able to play their own games. 

Students learned about coding, as 

well as an understanding of 

circuits, electricity, and 

conductivity. 

The Queens campus received a 

grant for 3d Gamification and 

Animation and was able to begin a 

pilot program that focused on 

teaching students how to create 

AR and VR, as well as 2D and 3D 

game development. This program 

was a great intro for interactive 

design and development helping 

to prepare our students for their 

futures in a tech heavy society. 

St udent  Leadership 

The Middle School held their 

Student Council elections in 

January. Each candidate delivered 

a speech to their classmates 

during Community periods. Two 

representatives from each grade 

were selected to the student 

council for the second semester. 

Our future leaders are already in 

action!

Milest ones in t he IB

As the International Baccalaureate 

is the capstone of academic 



progress at UNIS, we were 

extremely proud as T4 students 

completed their extended essays 

and the projects were submitted to 

the IB. This is a major 

accomplishment during the 

students? senior year. The essays 

were printed and on display in the 

library for other students, faculty, 

and staff to read and enjoy. 

FEBRUARY

EIB Leads Ment orship Program

Tutorial House students in the EIB 

(Equity and Inclusion Board) 

started their mentorship program 

for both Junior School and Middle 

School students. The first 

mentorship sessions in the Junior 

School started with teaching about 

the Golden Rule: ?Do unto others 

as you would have them unto 

you,? also stated as ?Treat others 

how you would like to be treated.? 

The student mentors taught the 

younger students about empathy 

and respect. In the Middle School, 

the student mentors focused on 

Understanding Race in Society and 

focused on the concepts of 

identity, microaggressions, 

stereotypes, and racism. 

Black  Hist ory Mont h 

In recognition of Black History 

Month, the DEI department, in 

partnership with the PA DEI 

Committee and the EIB, hosted a 

Black History Month Speakers 

mini-series. The speaker series 

showcased the short film Scattered 

Africa and included a Q&A with 

filmmaker and anthropologist Dr. 



Sheila Walker. It also included a 

talk by our own Dr. Judith 

King-Calnek on Abolition and 

Artistry, Free People of Color in the 

19th Century US. Dr. Kim D. Butler 

of Rutgers University concluded 

the series with her talk on Beyond 

Victims, Pathologies and Magical 

Negroes: The Beauty and 

Transformative Power of Blackness. 

This speaker series was powerful 

and focused on the black 

experience both historically and 

currently. 

St udent  Run Concer t  

Tutorial House students organized 

their second MusiConnect concert 

led by Cadenza, a TH club aimed at 

utilizing music to share joy with 

others. The students developed the 

concert series as a way to raise 

school spirit during the difficult 

times of the pandemic and to help 

the community connect through 

music. Their second concert was 50 

minutes and extremely successful. 

We are proud of our students who 

are committed to helping their 

fellow classmates and understand 

the importance of mental health 

and balance. 

MARCH
UNIS-UN Conference

The Tutorial House student 

organization UNIS-UN held their 

first fully virtual, student-led 

international conference and it 

was outstanding. The title of the 

conference was A Global 

Catastrophe: The Impacts of 

COVID-19. The two-day conference 

covered topics such as politics and 

the pandemic, Coronavirus 

through the eyes of the media, 

economic fallout and recovery, 

COVID-19 and immigration, racial 

and ethnic disparities, the effects 

on domestic life dynamics, and 

many more. The conference 

featured Keynote Speakers: Dr. 

Anthony Fauci (& Dr. Michael 

Phillips for live Q&A),  Christiane 

Amanpour, Sanjay Gupta, 

Ambassador Burhan Gafoor, and 

many other guest speakers 

including multiple UNIS alumni. 



We are extremely privileged to be 

able to engage with leaders from 

many different facets. Each session 

was filled with informative 

information.

Int ernat ional Wom en's Day

In celebration of IWD 2021, the PA 

DEI Committee in partnership and 

collaboration with the EIB, hosted 

a Fireside Chat with H.E. Ms Amina 

J Mohammed, the Deputy 

Secretary-General of the United 

Nations. The Fireside Chat was 

moderated by Tut House students 

and focused on addressing gender 

bias and celebrating women?s 

achievements. 

IB Ar t  Gallery 

The IB Art students held the 2021 

IB Art Gallery Exhibit: Unmuted. 

The T4 art students succeeded in 

producing a truly impressive and 

heartfelt gallery show that 

exemplified the spirit of our 

community and showcased their 

passion and skill sets.

 



APRIL

Ret urn t o Full Tim e In Person

As the circumstances in New York 

improved regarding the pandemic, 

we were able to have all students 

attend school daily on campus! This 

was the first time we had all 

students together on campus since 

March 2020. The hybrid and fully 

remote options stayed in place for 

all who chose to continue with 

those learning models. It was a 

delight to welcome almost all of 

our students back on our 

campuses. 

Celebrat ing our  Ear t h 

Earth Day celebrations occurred on 

both campuses as students learned 

about the importance of 

sustainability and protecting our 

earth, while also celebrating its 

beauty. Students on both 

campuses spent time outdoors 

planting and tending to bulbs they 

had planted in the fall. 

MAY

In Celebrat ion of  AAPI Her it age

In celebration of Asian American 

and Pacific Islander Heritage 

Month, UNIS hosted a 

Conversation on the AAPI 

Experience. This student 

moderated webinar provided an 

opportunity for UNIS students to 

connect with faculty, staff, and 

alumni through shared 

experiences and engaging 

discussions. 



Int ernat ional Food & Fun Fair

The International Food & Fun Fair 

(IFF) is an annual community 

building and fundraising event that 

celebrates who UNIS is and what 

UNIS is about. This event can be 

particularly challenging in a 

doesn?t translate well into a virtual 

format given that it is generally a 

time that we come together and 

share food from each others' 

home countries. However, thanks 

to the UNIS PA, a wonderful 

solution was developed. The UNIS 

Community built a gastronomic 

map with recommendations of 

restaurants, specialty stores, and 

gastronomic stores around NYC 

that celebrated the international 

community that makes up UNIS..

For  t he Love of  Books

As the weather grew warmer, we 

were able to bring back more 

annual traditions, including the 

beloved Junior School Book 

Parade. JS students and faculty 

dressed up as their favorite 

characters and shared their 

favorite book. It was wonderful to 

see so many joyous faces and 

excitement celebrating our love of 

literature. 

JUNE

Tut or ial House Graduat ion

We were thrilled to be able to 

celebrate our 2021 graduates with 

an in-person graduation at 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1M7kIHHzxiRRJqmFsavSDzQEXEofm5WW4&ll=40.75302617987176%2C-73.96791137187392&z=13


SummerStage Central Park. 

Though different than the 

traditional ceremony in the 

General Assembly of the United 

Nations, it was special and a true 

celebration of our graduates. The 

ceremony began with a 

personalized message from 

Secretary-General António 

Guterres to the graduates and 

continued on with an inspiring 

speech from U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice Breyer. The  T4s were also 

able to culminate their high school 

experience with their Senior Boat 

Ride, a UNIS tradition of over 20 

years. The excitement and joy was 

palpable. 

 

Inspir ing Generat ions t o Com e

The graduating class also left a gift 

to UNIS in the form of a mural with 

a message located on the North 

Side of the roof.  The mural is tit led 

"Shaping a Better World." They 

completed it collaboratively over 

multiple days days. It will now 

serve as an inspiration for future 

graduating classes.

Middle School Graduat ion

Our culminating event for the 

Middle School on both campuses 

was graduation. Our M4s had an in 

person ceremony using the 

Manhattan theatre, cafeteria, and 

the Queens? field. Although we 

weren't able to welcome family 

and friends in person at 

Manhattan, they were able to join 

virtually. The ceremony featured 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi as the 

Graduation Speaker and proud 



UNIS grandmother. Speaker Pelosi 

has known the class since they 

entered Middle School, so it was a 

special moment to reflect on their 

journey into high school. At the 

outdoor ceremony at Queens, 

students were able to perform 

skits and musical performances. 

The Year  t hat  Zoom ed By

Multiple JS classes and over 75 

members of faculty and staff 

created the mural "The Year That 

Zoomed By.? The community mural 

commemorates a special school 

year spent in the midst of a 

worldwide pandemic. The 8 ½ ft x 8 

½ ft mural, installed on the wall of 

the landing in the stairwell across 

from the Junior School library,is 

made of 256 unique ceramic tiles. 

Students and their teachers 

created a painted portrait of 

themselves on zoom, some 

appearing to be holding hands 

from one tile to the other, while 

staff and faculty wrote hashtags 

expressing the resilience, 

memories and hardships of a 

memorable year. The final design 

of the mural evokes a close-up view 

of a QR code, alluding to the virtual 

communication mode that defined 

much of the school year, when 

teaching and learning were taking 

place remotely through a computer 

screen.



The Year  t hat  Zoom ed By



CLASS OF 2021 
COLLEGE ENROLLMENT

Universit y Enrollm ent  by Count ry



Universit y Enrollm ent  by Count ry

Aalt o Universit y, Finland

Am er ican Universit y in Par is (2), 
France

Am st erdam  Universit y College 
(2), Netherlands

Babson College, USA

Bard College (2),USA

Barnard College, USA

Bat es College, USA

Berk ley College of  Music, USA

Bocconi Universit y, Italy

Bost on College (2), USA

Bost on Universit y (2), USA

Bowdoin College, USA

Brandeis Universit y, USA

Case West ern Reserve 
Universit y, USA

College of  Wil l iam  & Mary, USA

Colorado College, USA

Concordia Universit y (2), Canada

Cornell Universit y (5), USA

Dick inson College, USA

Em erson College (3), USA

ESADE, Spain

Fashion Inst it ut e of  Technology, 
USA

Fordham  Universit y, USA

Gap Year (3)

Georgia Inst it ut e of  Technology 
(2), USA

Ham ilt on College, USA

Haver ford College, USA

Heidelberg Universit y, Germany

Hong Kong Universit y of  Science 
and Technology, Hong 
Kong/China

Howard Universit y (2), USA

Hunt er  College, USA

Indiana Universit y Bloom ingt on , 
USA

Ist it ut o Europeo di Design, 
Milan , Italy

Johns Hopk ins Universit y, USA

Kent  School, USA

King's College London , England

Kyot o Universit y of  Advanced 
Science, Japan

Leiden Universit y, Netherlands

London College of  Fashion, 
Universit y of  t he Ar t s London , 
England

Maast r icht  Universit y, 
Netherlands

Mar ist  College, USA

McGill Universit y (3), Canada

New York  Universit y (4), USA

Nor t heast ern Universit y (8), USA

Pace Universit y, USA

Reed College, USA

Rice Universit y, USA

Rochest er  Inst it ut e of  
Technology, USA

Rot t erdam  School of  
Managem ent , Netherlands

Rut gers Universit y, USA

Sarah Lawrence College, USA

Scr ipps College, USA

Skidm ore College (2), USA

St ony Brook  Universit y, USA

Swar t hm ore College (2), USA

Syddansk  Universit et , 
København, Denmark

Tem ple Universit y, USA

The Universit y of  Edinburgh , 
Scotland

Tuf t s Universit y, USA

Tr in it y College Dublin  - Medical 

School, Republic of Ireland

UCLA, USA

Union College, USA

Universit y College Dublin , 
Republic of Ireland

Universit y of  Br it ish Colum bia - 
Okanagan, Canada

Universit y of  California 
Berkeley, USA

Universit y of  California Irvine, 
USA

Universit y of  California San 
Diego (3), USA

Universit y of  Chicago, USA

Universit y of  Colorado Boulder, 
USA

Universit y of  Dundee, Scotland

Universit y of  Il l inois at 
Urbana-Champaign, USA

Universit y of  Manchest er  (2), 
England

Universit y of  Miam i  (2), USA

Universit y of  Michigan , Ann 
Arbor (2), USA

Universit y of  Richm ond, USA

Universit y of  Rochest er , USA

Universit y of  St  Andrews (3), 
Scotland

Universit y of  Toront o (4), Canada

Universit y of  Twent e, 
Netherlands

Vancouver  Film  School, Canada

Vassar  College (3), USA

Washingt on Universit y - St. Louis 
(2), USA

Wir t schaf t suniversit ät  WU 
Vienna Universit y of  Econom ics 
and Business, Austria

Yale Universit y, USA



In Mem or iam : 
Sylvia Howard Fuhrm an ASG, SRSG for  UNIS 



A driving force in the growth and development of the United Nations 
International School (UNIS), Mrs. Fuhrman dedicated her life to the 
world-renowned institution. She was appointed to her position as Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations for UNIS 
by Secretary-General U-Thant in 1967. She held that position for 45 years. 

Mrs. Fuhrman served as a liaison between governments, often 
representing each of the six Secretaries-General she served at meetings 
and events. She welcomed every new Ambassador and met with new UN 
Families to enroll their children at UNIS. She was instrumental in 
obtaining UN financial support for the school. Her creation of the 
Development Fund in 1963 provided much-needed funding through 1983.  
As the primary fundraiser for the school, she found a seat at the table in 
boardrooms, in diplomatic circles with world leaders and top-level 
foundations, always with grace and elegance.   She reached out to each of 
the193 UN Member States in 2007 and secured several large gifts for 
capital improvements.

Mrs. Fuhrman focused on finding a physical home for the school, which 
resulted in the creation of a unique learning environment for thousands 
of children from around the world. She helped  curate opportunities for 
students to meet with world leaders and attend historic events.  She 
made it possible for the 1966 UNIS graduating class to hold its 
commencement ceremonies in the General Assembly Hall, an event that 
has taken place every year since then. In 1976, she worked with UNIS 
students to create an annual student-led conference, UNIS-UN,  focused 
on current global events held in the General Assembly Hall. She was the 
longest-standing member of the UNIS Board of Trustees, serving for over 
50 years.  

Well-known and respected throughout the UN Secretariat, she was truly a 
giant in the lives of so many people. Mrs. Fuhrman is survived by her 
daughter Leni Fuhrman and son-in-law Charles DeFanti. 



UNIS DONORS 
2020-2021

The UNIS Fund is an annual appeal in which trustees, parents, alumni, faculty 
and staff, and friends, support UNIS by making a financial gift to the School. 
These gifts support the School?s current fiscal-year operating budget. 
Donations to The UNIS Fund help to pay for our current and most immediate 
needs including safety and wellness protocols, academic and extracurricular 
programs, technology enhancements, tuition assistance, and maintenance of 
our buildings and grounds. A growing and vibrant UNIS Fund is vital to our 
mission to provide the best education for our students. Every gift, of every 
amount, is valued and appreciated. Thank you to all our supporters.

Dr . Honor  Financial Aid

Anonymous

Wendy and Frederick Bachman

Sofia Yakren and Boris Bershteyn

Dylana DeGannes-Dorelus and 
Ronald Dorelus

Ariela Frieder and Felipe 
Dorregaray

Rashmi Luthra and Oliver Chase

Kiyoko and Iwao Morohashi

Fatima Murillo and Omer Fenik

Smita Narula Narula ?90

Peter Poses ?69

Neil Smith ?81

Adena Tanenbaum ?77

Endowm ent  Gif t

Anonymous

Verena Arnabal Arnabal ?97

Bunny Benenson ?76

Alex De Looz ?93

Adam Farber ?73

J. and T. Neal

Sochenda Samreth and David 
Lecomte

Janice Savin-Williams ?75 and 
Christopher Williams

Susie Tanenbaum ?83

Financial Aid

Anonymous

Hilary Ainger

Betsy Thomas and Paolo Bianco

Lena and Mark Dissin

Philip Eytan

Naumi Feldman and Allan Windsor

Diana Galer Jaffe ?73 and Donald 
Jaffe



Magdalena and Kenneth Gordon

David Harland ?73

Allison Hawke and Colum McCann

Maryam Kamali and Mohammad 
Sharafi

Jimmy Kunz ?07

Nicole and Gray Kunz

Julie Kunz Peele ?04

Sana and Charles Petersen

Emilie and Franck-Guillaume 
Poisson

Mary Roosevelt

Inda Sechzer ?68

Punnya Seerallage and Shelton 
Jayasinghe

Fuhrm an Scholarship Fund

Leni Fuhrman ?66 and Charles 
DeFanti

Heide Ilgenfritz

Courtney Lisecki

Per form ing Ar t s and Music 
Depar t m ent

Anonymous

Dina and Hicham Aboutaam

Beatriz Faro Morales and Jaime Gine 
Dominguez

Krista Hammond and Hervé 
Bouillonnec

Cynthia and Peter Hecker

Irina Ivleva and Andrew Kalashnik

Ana Karina and Andrew Morse

Haiying Niu and Dong Song

Jane Stone ?69

Elisabeth Gordon and Joshua Tucker

Romy Vassilev ?15 

UNIS Fund

Anonymous

Ayoola Hinds

Nada and Nader Abdallah

Emily Matos Abdallah and Amir 
Abdallah

Elfriede and Mark Abramson

Angelica Guvernez and Manfred 
Affenzeller

Asma and Ali Agha

Tehmina Akhtar and Mohammad 
Reza Mohammadinia

Eman and Abdelsattar Ali

Charlotte and Chris Ariyan

Ayse and Cevdet Aydemir

Kerry Kinney and Gil Bakal

Asli Bâli ?89

Agnes and Moses Bamuwamye

Alyssa Grikscheit and Mauricio 
Barberi

Natalie Barnett and Matthew 
Hebiton

Briana Barocas ?92

Sue Bastian



Anita Batisti

Alicia ?73 and Michael Baumstein

David Becker ?77

Ragna and Michael Bell

Carrie Capstick and James Berman

Michelle Fredj-Bertrand ?84, 
Philippe Bertrand ?83, and Sarah 
Bertrand ?19 

Siham and George Bloch

Marilyn Neugebauer and Peter 
Bock ?76B

Sumita Ahuja and Nikhil Bodade

Melanie and Alexander Boriso ?94

Mariana Vera and Chris Bren

Dan Brenner

Chloe Breyer and Greg Scholl

Yvonne Brown and Josh Goldfein

Andrew Brust ?84

Avril Bunbury-Thomas and Philip 
Mozart Thomas

Kalyan Keo and Dara Bunhim

Kate Burch-Belkin and Gary Belkin

Andrea Kmiotek and James Burke

Xavier Cabanne ?78

Thomas Canfield ?74

Lin Cao and Loro Horta

Eric Chafetz ?72

Chris Chang ?83

John Chang ?73

Linda and Victor Chao ?82

Suganda Phalakornkul and Satit 
Cheerasarn

Mingnan Chen and Zhan Fang

Liwen Chen and Allen Yu

Mae Cheng-PaVon and Matthias 
PaVon

Maria and Frank Chiodi

Saho and Carlo Ciotoli

John Cirincion

Nicola Clarkson

Michael Cohen ?73

Francesca Cook

Alexander Cook ?84

Pilar Cortizo

Karmen Couret ?84

Dilshad Marolia and Zal 
Dabhoiwala

Miriam Wermelt and Peter 
Daneker

Tiffany and Rajeev Dehejia

Eric Deinoff ?98

Stephanie Paniagua and Elino 
Dena

Amy Miller Dennison ?74

Dipti Desai and Dennis Lacey

Elda Di Re

Ameena and Ali Din

Giovanna and Francisco DiPolo



Lena and Mark Dissin

Ariela Frieder and Felipe Dorregaray

Kelly and Carolyn Durcan

Mursalat and Maznoon Elahi

Kate Elliott ?81

Neda Esfan and Nader Rofagha

Andrea and Patrick Esteruelas

Michaela Zajicek-Farber and Jon 
Farber ?70

Ya Ke and Shudong Fei

Laura Fente and Ramon Abajo

Fabrizio Ferri

Emilie Filmer-Wilson Grijns and 
Adriaan Grijns

Aviva Gerson and Clinton Fisher

Jennifer Lynch and Edmond 
FitzGerald

Marc Fox ?78

Karen Frenkel ?73

Millard Friedman

Timur Friedman ?82

Mia Enell and Nicolas Fries

Jessica Fuhrman

Nancy ?83 and Michael Gaba

Zarina Varukatty and Burhan Gafoor

Marilyn Garcia

Yuka and David Gieseke

Britt-Louise Gilder and Jamal Raghei

Marissa Golden-Pont and 

Pierre-Alexandre Pont

Mia Goldman?72 and Michael 
Rotblatt

Charul and Ganesh Gopal

Suzanne Ybarra and George Gordon

Selena Goss ?00

Libby and Peter Graf

Nancy Hoffman and Peter 
Greenwald

Gail Gremse and David Rose

Caryn Groce ?90

Deirdre and Dominic Gurney

Alexandra Boker and Fernando 
Gutierrez Eddy

Yen Ha and Richard Tesler

Elizabeth and Jeffrey Hafter

Ida Hakansson and Henry Makansi

Kathryn Hall and Jay Rubinstein

Daniela and Leo Han

Amy and Paul Hare

Lauryn Hart and Steve Beagle

Rosalinda Hassall

Giulia Celli and Gregory Henry

Catarina Hioe

Hillary and Neil Hohmann

Yoko and Koji Hokari

Adam Holtzman ?98

Elizabeth and James Hooper

Tiffany Hooper



Judith Howard

Kit Howard

Sandra Ferguson Huckleberry ?82

Chad Hudson

Anne and Supharidh Hy

Hiroko and Georges Jacquemart

Lidana and Saied Jalilvand

Monica Jonas and Anker Heegaard

Weihua Ju

Renata Kaczmarska and George 
Photakis

Kathryn Kallison

Natasha Kaneva and Duffy Fischer

Judy Kang and Thomas Meola

Yuka and Daisuke Kanzaki

Garima Bansal and Girish Karira

Dawn and Pat Kiernan

Lois Ettinger Kiley ?83

Hyun Jung Jennifer and In Yeol Kim

Sarah and William King

Kathryn King

Sophie Farigoul and Michael King

Karen Klingon ?74

Mark Kozinn

Cheryl Krauss

Jennifer Krueger and Mitchell Stein

Andica Kunst and Blaine Bortnick

Jeanine Launay ?82l

Qi Song and Bruno Lazard

Danelle Le Cren and Ben Nicholl

Christiane Leboeuf and Brice 
Douma

Lisa Lee Lum and Andrew 
MacNamara

Britt Guerrina and Mark 
Lenczowski

Kathryn and Christopher Leonard

Marie and Kenneth Libeson

Sandra and Mark Lipkind

Zhe Liu and Yang Yang

Weili Liu and Yu Zhu

Suneeta Olympio-Locoh and 
Etienne Locoh-Donou

Yvonne Lui and David Lefer

Stephanie Lusk

Xiaoke Wu and Xuesong Ma

Yina Ma and Jiang Zhu

Debra MacRae

Heg Chung and Ken Mak

Priya and Jaideep Malhotra

Andrea and Helmut Mannhardt

Katharina and Stephen Margetts

Paula Marra

Lee Marshall ?85

Uttara Marti ?99

Meera and Harsha Marti ?93

Lauren Massey and Curt Nadeau



Flavia Piazza and Paolo Mastrolilli

Heather McArn

Joan W. McDonald

Maria Gomez McEvoy ?83 and John 

McEvoy

Joslyn Meier ?97

Meltzer Family

Kay Deeney and Carl Miller ?70

Georgette and Anthony Miller

Alice Mills

Melissa and Robert Mittman

Keiko Kubota-Miura and Yoshiki 

Miura

Alexandra Garcia and Juan 

Monteverde

Andrea Morandeira and Javier 

Blanco

Ann Morning ?86

Hilary and Jeffrey Moses

Shipra Das and Shantanu 

Mukherjee

Yuko Muramatsu and Noel Mulliner

Zenaida and Arby Muslin

Jennifer Leigh Torneden and Scott 

Norris Nadel ?75

Angelynn and Nobu Nakaguchi ?93

Taleen and Thomas Nakashian

Sumie Nakaya

Angelica Sigalos and Peter Nelson

John Nichols

Sofia and Peter Novak

Ngozi Okezie ?82 and Sean Curtis

Heidi Olson and Roger Duffy

Stephen Orr ?79

Costanza Giovannelli and Roberto 

Pagan

Suna and Markus Pallek

Alice Parekh

Linda Prager and Michael G. Parker

Irene Pérez Gutiérrez and Alban 

Rombaux

Kate and Daniel Philippe ?02

Leticia Roach and Tebogo Phiri

Catherine Pollard

Eric Pollyea ?70

Noelle and Roger Prince

Asyah Khan and Omar Qaiser

Veronika and Nicolas Querrard

Rajko Radovanovic ?11

Debby and Luther Ragin

Kristi Schwindt Ramos and Michael 

Ramos

The Rana Family (?88, ?93, ?27, ?30)



Austin Reeder ?19

Hiba Regragui Ikli and Youssef Ikli

Kathy Rehfield-Pelles ?75

Elyse Richardson ?02

Jamie and Sergio Riva

Sandra and Shawn Robinson ?92

Alina Abdurahmanovic-Rohde and 
Christian Rohde

Maggie Roiphe ?72

Joanna and Daniel Rose

Kim Novick and Jonathan Rosen

Katrina Rowe and Peter Sachon

Aviva Yakren and Shahal 
Rozenblatt

Luz Salcedo ?69

Kumi Sato ?80

Christopher Saunders ?00

Nicholas Saunders ?97

Sarita and Deepak Sawardekar

Bruce Schackman ?76

Josh Schimel ?75

Celine Armstrong and Kaivan 
Shakib

Silvia Shannon ?71

Lisa Shemie and Paolo Josca

Seiko and George Shih

Jasmeet and Harsimran Singh

Carol Sirou and Emmanuel Roux

Lesli Rice and Louis Slesin ?64

Mindy Tan and Stig Soerensen

Saras Jagwanth and Friedrich 
Soltau

Haiying Niu and Dong Song

Theresa Burton-Sprague and John 
Sprague

Suzan Steinberg and Thomas 
Werther

Maria and Fred Steinberg

Helen Stephan

Laura and Ingo Stork Genannt 
Wersborg

Noriko and William Straus

Stephanie Guilpin and Evan Sturza

Ivy Su

Jaymie Sullivan and Joseph Kramar

Qian Jing and Mingyang Sun

Dingding Sun and Weiyi Xiao

Tomoko Takahashi

Aparna and Udai Tambar ?93

Norma and Domingo Tatel

Angela Tolosa and Sonny Ago

Yvonne Tsang and Anthony Shih

Genni Tucker

Harriet Theresa and Ronald Turner

Sonal Jani-Undavia and Manish 
Undavia

Dilshaad and Vijay Vad



Jill van Berg and David Manela

Sanny Zuiderveld and Pieter Van 

Gaal

Jeffrey Varsa ?78

Liya Varughese ?09

Jasmina Petricic and Predrag Vasic

Mariana Vera and Chris Bren

Tehzeen and Christophe Vohmann

Ursula Von Rydingsvard ?87

Frank Walsh

Xia Wang and Dayong Sun

Michelle Zhang

Amy Wang ?68

Joy and William Weinbaum ?78

Karen Weissman and Alex Lee

Kanene Weston ?01

Xu Zi Zi and John Wetherhold

Rachel and Daniel Widawsky

 Yuki Ikeda and Bruce Wilpon

Jacqueline Wilson ?79

Jun Zhang and Hongtao Wu

Hong Xiao and Huanyu Liu

Lei Zong and Haoliang Xu

Aviva Yakren and Shahal Rozenblatt

Nozomi and Takeshi Yamakawa

Danika Yao and Gordon Zheng

Chris Roh and Kevin Yoon

Yoon Soo Yoon

Almaz Zelleke ?81 and Clay Shirky

Fang Jiang and Renshu Zhang

Xiaofang Zhou and Weimin Wang

Zhenzhen Huang and Xiaofeng Zhou

Li Zou and Guanglian Xie

Fatima and Soofian Zuberi

Modern Language

Sultanate of Oman

Italian-American Committee on 

Education, LTD.

China Institute in America

Mat ching Gif t s

Altman Foundation

American Express Foundation

Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

Barclays Capital

Cboe Global Markets

Charities Aid Foundation of America

Chevron Products Company

Fx Collaborative

Goldman Sachs

ING Company



New York Life

The Walt Disney Company

Wells Fargo

Salvador  Uy Mem or ial 
Scholarship Fund

Marilyn Neugebauer and Peter 
Bock ?76

Nancy and Glen Butler

Alex De Looz

Susan Enzer

Dorothy and Jonathan Fox

Hilary and Eric Griffin

David Shapiro and Scott Kenison

Margaret and Michael Killeen

John Longmire ?83

Darya Mead

Daniel Penn

Patrice Ringler

Celine Armstrong and Kaivan 
Shakib

Susie Tanenbaum ?83

Elizabeth and Craig Tyndale

Magda Vakil and Nuno Cardoso

Queens School

Kristel Kadak-Rahman and Md. 
Ashiqur Rahman

Fanrong Zeng

At hlet ic Depar t m ent

Olga and Demetrios Mihailidis

Anke Jacobs and Gerald Whitman

In Mem ory of

In Mem ory of  Frank  Bant on

Andrew Brust ?84

Sandra Huckleberry ?82

In Mem ory of  Luisa Hont ana

Beatriz Faro Morales and Jaime 
Gine Dominguez

In Mem ory of  Beat r iz Faro 
Morales and Jaim e Gine 
Dom inguez

Yina Ma and Jiang Zhu

In Mem ory of  Pre-Covid-19

Yuki Ikeda and Bruce Wilpon

In Mem ory of  Sal Uy

Frank Walsh

In Mem ory of  Sm iley

Paula Marra 

In Mem ory of  Sylvia Fuhrm an

Anonymous

John Cirincion

Jessica Fuhrman

Marilyn Garcia

Cynthia and Peter Hecker

Judith Howard 

Kit Howard

Lidana and Saied Jalilvand

Mark Kozinn

Stephanie Lusk



Melissa and Robert Mittman

J. and T. Neal

Mary Roosevelt

Romy Vassilev

In Honor  of

In Honor  of  Br ian Kahn beloved 

t eacher

Lee Marshall ?85

In Honor  of  Chengcheng Song

Haiying Niu and Dong Song

In Honor  of  Class of  1969

Peter Poses ?69

In Honor  of  Dan Brenner

Hiba Regragui Ikli and Youssef Ikli

Chloe Breyer and Greg Scholl

In Honor  of  Dylan

Alice Mills

In Honor  of  Eliot  St ein

Jennifer Krueger and Mitchell Stein

In Honor  of  Jose Mar ia Gins

Beatriz Faro Morales and Jaime Gine 

Dominguez

In Honor  of  Kat ya

Yuki Ikeda and Bruce Wilpon

We t hank you again for  your  

suppor t !



TREASURER'S REPORT

UNIS is committed to fiscal sustainability and affordability via active and 
conservative financial management. We are determined to efficiently fulfill 
our educational mission while providing exceptional academics, arts, and 
athletics at two campuses in Manhattan and Queens. Our financial health 
and the generosity of our donors enable UNIS to attract and retain a 
world-class, committed faculty and an extraordinarily gifted and diverse 
student body.

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021, tuition continued to comprise 90% 
of total revenue. UNIS's tuition for the 2020-21 fiscal year increased by 
2.49%. In keeping tuition increases predictable, we are committed to 
continuing our efforts to increase non-tuition revenue sources, such as 
gifts to the Annual Fund.

As a result of the continuing pandemic, we maintained our focus on 
allocating the necessary resources in making our campuses safe for our 
entire community. This included utilizing technology to safely test students 
and staff so our doors could reopen. Our focus remained on technological 
advances for remote learning, and professional development for our 
faculty and staff for incorporating hybrid learning into the school year.

Capital projects focused heavily on improving long-deferred building 
maintenance projects at both campuses to avoid major repairs in the 
future. Where possible, outside sources of income such as insurance were 
leveraged. Because of this disciplined approach to cost management and 
resource allocation, the school once again finished the fiscal year in a firm 
financial position.

Through the ongoing work of the Investment Sub-Committee of the Board 
of Trustees, donor restricted net assets increased to $28.4 million as of 
June 30, 2021.

UNIS is grateful for the Modern Language Department 's ongoing support 



from several UN Member States, including the Sultanate of Oman, China, 
Germany, Italy, and Spain.We look forward to our continued success in 
language instruction.

Finally, we benefitted from solid donor support among parents and 
alumni. We hope to continue this growth to reduce reliance on tuition 
and provide financial aid to those students in need. Financial 
contributions significantly impact UNIS's ability to innovate and enhance 
our students' educational experience. The continuing generosity of 
parents, alumni, parents of alumni, faculty, staff, and friends of UNIS 
affirms their awareness of philanthropic gifts? vital role. As a result of the 
school's financial position and through the support of our community, 
UNIS could continue its $1.72 million in financial aid assistance to our 
students.

We are very excited about all the new developments and achievements 
by UNIS in the 2020-21 academic year. We are looking forward to more 
to come in the years ahead of us.

Alla Liberman

Treasurer, Board of Trustees



24-50 FDR DRIVE

NEW YORK, NY 10010

212-684-7400

WWW.UNIS.ORG

?As m em bers of  t he UNIS Com m unit y, you have already been im bued w it h an 
awareness of  diversit y as a st rengt h and of  global cooperat ion as a m ust . 
Please t ake t he or ient at ion w it h you wherever  you go, in all t hat  you do.? 

-Secret ary Ant ónio-Gut er res Secret ary-General of  t he Unit ed Nat ions

 t o UNIS Graduat es 
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