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Humility as Right Order

“The sun, with all those planets revolving around it and dependent on it, can
still ripen a bunch of grapes as if it had nothing else in the universe to do.”
(Galileo) Humility is one of St. Francis de Sales’ favorite virtues. It has many
characteristics, and in the next few weeks, | would like to reflect on a few of
them. The first is the importance of the right order.

Just as the planets and the grapes are dependent on the sun, humility reminds
us of our dependence on God. God is the creator; we are creatures. All good
things received are gifts from God. Each breath, every moment, all love, and
whoever and whatever help to make our lives meaningful, joyful, and with
purpose come from the Creator and author of life. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote
that if God ever stopped thinking about us, even for a millisecond, we would
cease to exist. St. Francis de Sales tells us that God calls us to be no one
other than who we are, but to be that thoroughly well to the glory of the Master
Craftsman whose work we are.

This can be a difficult message for many who like to be in control and live with
the illusion that we are in charge of our own destiny. We certainly are asked to
prepare and have plans for our lives and our days; however, how often do
those plans go awry? Just think of the fragility of our lives: unexpected
changes in relationships, loss of a job, a surprising medical report, etc. Humility
calls us to a deep trust and faith in our Creator.

Humility allows us to trust in the God of love who wants a loving relationship
with each of us. St. Paul tells us that God cannot deny Himself, so God will
never change God’s stance of love for each of us no matter what we do or do
not do. Allow God to be God; accept God’s love, and try to be a loving son or
daughter. God knows how best to be God; | have the task of being the best
Matt | can be. | close with a bumper sticker | once saw — “If God is only your
co-pilot, time to change seats!”

Live Jesus!
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Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please
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add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!

If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them
email communications@olgcva.org.
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