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Exhibit B: Site Narrative

1. Project Summary

West Hartford Youth Baseball (WHYBL) seeks approval from the town of West Hartford
to replace and upgrade the lights on the baseball field at Wolcott Park. WHBYL
proposes to donate the funding for construction of the new lights to the town, who would
then manage the installation of the project and own and manage the lights going
forward.

WHYBL was organized in 1949 by the West Hartford Department of Recreation. Today,
sixty-six years later, there are 9 Major League, 10 Minor League, 10 Instructional
League teams, and 10 Training League teams with approximately 500 boys and girls
participating in the spring program. Another 125 boys and girls will participate in our
popular Summer League program. In addition, another 100 will participate on our Travel
teams. We will have 5-7 teams between ages 7-12. These teams have become known
throughout the state and will look to build on the success of previous teams.

As the town'’s sole baseball field equipped with lights, the baseball field at Wolcott Park
is an asset to the town and families of West Hartford. This capability has been critical to
the development of generations of players and has cemented West Hartford’s status as
a top-tier baseball town. Now, however, the lights at Wolcott are long past their
expected lifespan. They provide poor lighting, are energy inefficient, pose safety risks,
and grow more and more difficult to maintain each year.

The proposed project will replace the current 8-pole lighting system with a 4-pole
lighting system. The benefits of replacing the lights include increased safety, simplified
maintenance, energy efficiency, and reduced light spillover into surrounding areas.
WHBYL stands ready to work with the town to continue to ensure this capability

continues to provide top-tier athletic experiences for future generations of West Hartford
Youth.

2. Existing Site Conditions

Property Information
Address: 1341 New Britain Ave., West Hartford, CT 06110

Lot Area: 21.25 acres (approximately)
Development Area: 1 acre (approximately)
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Figure 1: Project Development Area: Aerial Context

3. Site Narrative

Context

Wolcott Park is located at 1341 New Britain Avenue in West Harford, CT and is
bounded by New Britain Avenue to the north, Wolcott Road to the East, Chatfield Drive
to the west, and Wolcott Elementary School to the south. The project development area
is located roughly in the center of the park and is surrounded by a grassy area and
walking trail to the north, two (2) basketball courts to the west, a pond to the south, and
a walking trail, soccer field, and playground to the east. The development area currently
consists of a baseball field with eight (8) light poles. Four (4) of the poles are
approximately 40 feet in height and run along the outfield fence. Four (4) of the poles
are approximately 30 feet in height and are located roughly near first and third base,
and on either side of home plate.
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Figure 2: Existing Wolcott Light Pole Locations and Heights

Vegetation and Wetlands
There is no vegetation along the first and third baselines of the field, and a limited
amount of vegetation behind home plate. There is a relatively dense stand of trees

behind the outfield fence, and a pond behind the stand of trees. This project does not
propose to remove any trees and will not have any impact on the pond.

4. Proposed Construction Activities

New Light Towers
The project proposes to replace the existing eight (8)-tower light system with a new 4-
tower light system:

Figure 3: Locations and Heights of Light Poles in Proposed System
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The proposed system is a “Light Structure System with TLC for LED” from Musco
Sports Lighting. Musco is an internationally recognized designer and manufacturer
of sports and transportation/infrastructure lighting solutions and has installed several
systems in West Hartford and the surrounding area.

Currently, the lights at Wolcott average 12.12 footcandles with a uniformity of 10.4:1 in
the infield; and 11.81 footcandles with a uniformity of 8.75:1 in the outfield. These
numbers are well below any recognized safety standard for youth baseball. The
proposed system would average 50 footcandles with a 2.0:1 uniformity in the infield,
and 30 footcandles with a 2.5:1 uniformity in the outfield and would bring Wolcott in line
with modern onfield safety standards. The existing system also creates glare due to the
insufficient pole height.

Around the field, the existing system gives off significant light in all directions. The new
system minimizes light spillover (see Exhibit E for detailed photometrics on the spillover
of the proposed system).

The first phase of the project will entail the removal of the eight (8) existing light towers.
This work will be completed by the West Hartford Department of Public Works.

The second phase of the project will install four(4) new light towers. These new lights
will provide greater safety, long-term reliability, ease of maintenance, reduced light
spillover into surrounding areas, and energy efficiency. Two of the proposed light poles
will be seventy (70) feet in height and two will be sixty (60) feet in height in order to
provide increased capability to control off-field light spill and glare. The use of field lights
for practices and games shall end by 10:00pm.

Electrical Work

In addition to the installation of the light towers, the project will also involve extending
Wolcott’s existing electric power infrastructure to the locations of the new poles. This
work will be done by the West Hartford Department of Public Works (DPW). The DPW

does not anticipate this will entail major new construction given the extent of the existing
power infrastructure at Wolcott.

Landscaping

The project will not require removing any trees or vegetation. All disturbed areas will be
seeded or sodded. No additional landscaping improvements are proposed.

5. Wetland Protection, Soil Erosion, Sediment Control

All site work will be constructed using best management practices in accordance with
the Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Regulations of the Town of West Hartford, the

April 22, 2022 6



West Hartford Youth Baseball/Wolcott Lights Relighting Project
Special Use Permit Application

2002 Connecticut Guidelines for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control, and the 2004
Connecticut Stormwater Quality Manual.

To minimize the potential for pollution caused by soil erosion and sedimentation during
and after construction, all site construction and inspection and post construction site
maintenance will be guided by the provisions of the Sediment and Erosion Control Plan
and specifications. The project site lies within the 150-foot upland review area of the
pond to the south of the field, and the total area disturbed within this upland review is
approximately 0.15 acres. No direct wetland disturbance is proposed. The plan provides
for construction controls to be implemented to prevent disturbance of wetland areas and
the transportation of silt to the wetland as a result of construction activity.

Temporary controls will be implemented in accordance with the Connecticut Soil and
Erosion Control Manual, including silt sacks and silt fencing. Prior to permanent
stabilization of the site, temporary controls upstream of connections to the outfall will be
maintained to prevent siltation into the stormwater system. These controls will include
storm drainage inlet protection consisting of silt sacks on catch basins in the immediate
vicinity of the proposed limit of work. Silt fencing will be installed at all areas of removal
and installation, regardless of whether they are within the upland review area. In
addition, a construction entrance pad will be used to minimize the tracking of sediment
off site. All disturbed areas will be restored to match existing conditions.

6. Neighborhood Outreach

WHBYL has completed outreach to the neighbors of Wolcott Park informing them of the
project. WHYBL representatives delivered the letter included in Exhibit | to the list of
park neighbors furnished by the Town of West Hartford (included in Exhibit J). The letter
outlined the project and provided notice for an information session about it. On
Thursday 7 April 2022, representatives from the Town of West Hartford and WHYBL
held the outreach session from 6 PM-7PM at the EImwood Community Center, Room
22. No neighbors attended the session.
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Exhibit C: Proposed Project Timeline

While the town of West Hartford would manage the installation of the project, WHBYL
proposes that the activity be conducted simultaneously with the town’s other planned
upgrades to Wolcott Field, tentatively scheduled for Summer 2022. Once the existing
light poles are removed, Musco’s local installers estimate the new towers can be
installed in less than seven (7) days.

Exhibit D: Project Budget Estimate
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Exhibit E: Photometric Plan of Proposed System
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Exhibit F: Overview of Relationship Between Light Pole Height

And Spillover
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Exhibit H: Light Pole Configuration
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Exhibit I: Neighbor Outreach Letter
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Exhibit J: List of Contacted Neighbors
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