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In the biomedical science summer course, students use the polymerase chain reaction method to test their patient for COVID.
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BY SAMANTHA BRIGGS
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION

school, is exchanging part of her summer break

to continue to educate students. She will be
teaching a course at the Widefield Summer Engagement
Academy.

“I originally decided to do a course to support all
my biomedical students who were at home during
the 2020-2021 school year. After committing to it, the
course morphed into a fun way to introduce many of
the more technical lab skills of biomedical science into
practice with lower stakes. This year, I signed up again
because it was so much fun!” said Fruit.

Callie is teaching the same course as she did last
year, Murder at the Marathon: A Biomedical Science
Mystery. This is just one of the 70 plus courses being
offered to secondary students to enhance their skills
and develop academic tools that will assist them in
the next school year.

“Students have a chance to practice lots of hands-on
science skills in a fun and low-pressure environment.
They also get the chance to work together with students

Callie Fruit, a science teacher at Widefield high

from other schools and different levels to develop con-
nections and teamwork skills. Finally, they really get
the chance to deepen their problem-solving prowess
in a way that is enjoyable and motivating,” said Fruit.
The summer engagement academy is a unique service
offered in Widefield School District 3 (WSD3) that
started in June 2021 as a way to reconnect students to
the classroom coming out of the pandemic. Unlike
traditional summer school, the academy is a free op-
portunity for students to find their passion for learning.

“I think the fact that Widefield offers all these op-
portunities for students at no cost to families is so
cool! Whether students are looking to improve skills
they already have, be introduced to topics they may
not have had the time to work with during school,
or just to enjoy a project that isn't being graded - the
summer engagement academy is an amazing place to
do so!” Fruit said.

The district will be sharing photos and videos
throughout the summer on the district’s Facebook
and Instagram pages, as well as the district website,
wsd3.org. We invite the community to engage with
us online to see the variety of opportunities offered
in WSD3.

A sampling of course offerings include:

« Discovering Your Positive Inner Voice

« Onward and Upward - Resiliency and Coping
Skills

o Decorative Stamped Concrete

o Floor Installations

« Light Up Your Summer with Electricity

« Band, Jazz, Choir, Orchestra classes

« Drones, Rockets, Robots classes

o Nutrition with Cooking

» Website Creation

« Exploring Languages

« What in the World? - Science Exploration

o Speech and Debate

 Writing and Reading Classes

« Theater Classes

o Art - Painting, 2D, Photography

o Advanced Academic Achievement - Earn 3 col
lege credits

« And MORE!!
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Webster Elementary Renovation Underway

BY SAMANTHA BRIGGS
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATION

Webster Elementary School is
getting a makeover. The school
held a groundbreaking ceremony
on March 16, 2022, to mark the start
of a major expansion.

Webster will be adding ten class-
rooms and a gym on the south side
of the building as well as new doors,
windows, insulated exterior face,
HVAC improvements, a fire sup-
pression system, and extending the
west parking lot. These renovations
are designed to improve energy ef-
ficiency and provide more space for

staff and students.

The last remodel at Webster was
in 2003. The school opened in 1969.
This remodel is being made possible
through the 2017 bond and grants.

Webster is an AVID
(Advancement Via Individual
Determination) school that focuses
on career and college preparation.
Through the renovation process,
students will get the opportunity
to see and learn about construction
and architecture professions.

Follow the construction prog-
ress and learn more about Webster
Elementary by visiting webster.
wsd3.org or call 719-391-3435.

Photo by Samantha Briggs

The groundbreaking ceremony for the Webster Elementary renovation took place on Wednesday, March 16, 2022. Pictured from left to
right: Isaiah Stoltzfus, kindergarten student; Aaron Stoltzfus, fourth-grade student; Ethan Stoltzfus, second-grade student; Connie Florell,
Assistant Superintendent WSD3; Rachel Finch, Principal at Webster Elementary; Patty Gioscia, Assistant Principal at Webster Elementary;
Carlos Gonzalez, President WSD3 Board of Education; Kevin Duren, WSD3 Superintendent; David Gish, WSD3 Chief Operations Officer; David
Dock, Treasurer WSD3 Board of Education, Neil Nelson, member WSD3 Board of Education, Tyson Nunn, President of Nunn Construction

Unique Partnership Creates Community Opportunities

BY ERIC HULEN
DIRECTOR OF WIDEFIELD PARKS AND RECREATION

History

The Security Metropolitan Parks and Recreation
District was established August 20, 1960. In 1965, land
was purchased on Aspen Drive and a community center,
pool, two fields, and a playground was built by the end
of 1966. In 1977, the park and recreation district found
itself unable to pay $165,000 in bond indebtedness. At
that time, Widefield School District 3 (WSD3) agreed
to pay off the bonds while assuming all assets and ser-
vices. The assimilation took place on January 1, 1978, and
WSD3 Community Education and Recreation Services
was formed. Thus creating the only park and recreation
district owned and operated by a school district in the
state of Colorado. In 2016, the department was renamed
Widefield Parks and Recreation (WPR).

Partnership

Since WSD?3 took control of the parks and recreation
department, a unique and mutually beneficial relation-
ship has grown and prospered. Thousands of youth and

adults within the school district have participated in
special events, learned how to swim, and competed in
sports. Without the guidance from the WSD3 Board of
Education, the sharing of district facilities, and a com-
mon vision, the growth of programs would have stalled.

Community events like movies in the park, annual tree
lighting, and community education classes make living
in the Security/Widefield area and working for WSD3 a
special place. Having the school district and parks and
recreation work together allows both groups to shape
the culture and seek innovation within the established
traditions of the community.

The Future and Beyond

Growth, prosperity, and innovation of WSD3 has posi-
tively influenced WPR. On April 5, a groundbreaking
ceremony took place marking the start of construction
of a new recreation center. After an estimated 12-month
construction period, a grand opening will be held early
June 2023.

The recreation center and already constructed fitness
focused multi-aged playground are anchors of the main

WPR campus located at 705 Aspen Drive and supports
the vision of making the area a community hub and a
resource for residents and district employees. The new
spaces at WPR are an extension of the school district,
and will provide a place for recreational, educational,
and social activities for staff, students, and families in
the Widefield community.

Currently, membership fee structures are being built
to use the pool and recreation center. Discounts will be
given to current and retired WSD3 employees and resi-
dents of the school district. Information will be available
to the public via the WPR website, monthly newsletter,
and social media around the end of 2022 with early-bird
discounts given to those who purchase memberships
in the spring of 2023. For updates and more details on
the construction process, please visit Facility Expansion
webpage on our website, parksandrec.wsd3.org.

Living and working in Widefield is special. Having
a caring and community focused school district that
invests in the lives of people daily helps Widefield feel
like Widefield.

“Small enough
to recognize
your name.
Large enough
to handle your
financial
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Find us on
social media!

arrange-
ments.”

Take advantage
of all we have

to offer!

School District 3

Federal Credit Union

Located at:
1180 Crawford Ave.
Telephone: (719) 392-8439

Fax: (719) 392-2367

Come open your account at SD3FCU!

Where your financial needs matter!

With S5 to start a savings account and

$25 to open your checking*, you will be
well on your way

to financial fortitude!

*restrictions may apply

@SD3FCU! 4\/1
V

SD3FCU’s Youth
CDs,

you can watch your money
grow as you do!*

*24 month terms with $50 minimum to open

Are you a Star Student?

Bring your K-12 report cards!

Get $1 deposited for each A
(or A equivalent)

Build your funds early

with SD3FCU!

Take advantage of our Student Saver Youth CD’s!

Do you qualify for
membership?
Check here!

We proudly serve the
employees, students and
family members of:

Widefield School District 3

Fountain-Fort Carson School
District 8

Hanover School District 28
Fountain Valley School
Fountain Sanitation District
Pikes Peak BOCES

Security Public Library

We also serve the
employees and
customers of:

Security water and Sanitation
District

Waste Systems Inc.

Widefield Water and Sanitation

District
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Photo by Samantha Briggs
The groundbreaking ceremony for Widefield Parks and Recreation took place on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. Pictured from left to right: Daryl
Grantz, Board President of Widefield Parks & Recreation; David Gish, Chief Operations Officer at WSD3; Kevin Duren, Superintendent
at WSD3; Greg Fisher, Vice President WSD3 Board of Education; Eric Hulen, Widefield Parks and Recreation Director, Jason Boring,
project manager at Nunn Construction

WIDEFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 3

PRIDE. TRADITION. INNOVATION

WSDJ IS

HIRING

VIEW ALL POSITIONS AND APPLY TODAY AT

,’ IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS
- CALL 719-391-3015

W

WIDEFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT 3

PRIDE. TRADITION. INNOVATION.

KINDERGARTEN

ROUNDUP

¢ There is something for

MR o everyone at Security
(JECURITY Public Library!

® Y S
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PUBLIC LIBRARY

* Large selection of books, DVDs, eBooks,
and eAvdiebooks
Movie and music ctreaming
* Databasee for research, learning,

lanquages, and more .
* Monthly special events, W 1

clasces, and clubs QS
Wi-Fi Hotspots for in-home vse —,
* Public Computers

Printing, faxing, and scanning “small fee may apply*

All of this and more are FREE with your library card!
Sign up is also FREE with ID and proof of address!

Try something uew and win cool |
prizes when you participate in our ]
Adult Summer Reading Program!

Check out our amazing Youth Summer
Reading Programs too! Teens (6th-12th grade),
Kids (PreK-5th grade), and Baby/Toddler (0-3).
Fun reading challenges for prizes. In-person
as well as take-and-make programs starting
in June! Follow us on Facebook and check

out our website for more details.

Monday-Thursday 9-7 and Friday and Saturday 9-5

Programs subject to change, please check out website for up to date information.

Security Public Library | 715 Aspen Drive | 719-391-3191 | www.securitypubliclibrary.org

BY WYNDHAM

ENJOY A STAYCATION AT THE
MICROTEL INN & SUITES
FOUNTAIN NORTH

15% OFF

BEST AVAILABLE RATE

Hotel Amenities:
Free Breakfast

Free Parking

Fitness Center
Pet Friendly

Wi-Fi Available
Laundry Facilities

Microtel Inn & Suites Fountain North
7710 Office Circle | Fountain, CO 80817 719.390.9005

Valid through December 31, 2022. Blackout dates apply.

-\ .
MICROTEL
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Important Graduation
Dates Dates

A Day Without Hate Discovery High School

April 29 - (check schools for activities) May 13, 4 p.m.
Widefield High School Auditorium

District Jazz Festival
May 6, 6:30 p.m. D3 My Way

Widefield High School Auditorium May 13, 6 p.m.
Widefield High School Auditorium

District Retirement Recognition

May 10, 3:30 p.m. Widefield High School
Widefield High School - Bowers Gym May 14, 9 a.m.
Widefield High School - Bowers Gym
s th D t N Mesa Ridge High School
ave e a el May 16, 7 p.m.
Broadmoor World Arena
Backpack Bash

August 6, 10-1 p.m.
Pikes Peak Christian Church

District Parade & Community Day

Sept. 24, 10:30 a.m. - Big R to CA Foster
Stadium

COLORADO SPRINGS

1580 SPACE CENTER DR STE 105 530 S ACADEMY BLVD 1914 SOUTHGATE RD 6056 STETSON HILLS BLVD
(719) 638-9464 (719) 591-9464 (719) 475-9464 (719) 597-9464

EXPIRES: 6/30/22

ONLINE CODE: 5FREEBW
© 2022 WFLLC.
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Offer may not be combined with any other coupons, discounts, offers, or promotions. One coupon per customer per visit. ‘m—; oY
| Offer valid at participating locations listed above. Void if altered or copied. Other restrictions may apply. Void where prohibited. Cash Value .001¢. @.A\/




