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New Model Row 2021

Half of our lots back
to green space.
816-246-0064 | www.woodland-trails.com

Located on 150 Highway just south of Lee’s Summit
Hours: Wed - Fri, 1 - 5 PM and Sat - Sun, 12 - 5 PM
75155012

SUPERINTENDENT’S
MESSAGE
HELLO, LSR7!
Throughout LSR7,
students, teachers and
support staff are fortunate
to have access to some of
the best expertise and
resources in our region. Our
community’s investments
in our schools allow us to
provide a robust
educational experience that
makes LSR7 a premier district. However, there are
always opportunities to do more, and our
relationship with the Lee’s Summit Educational
Foundation (LSEF) makes a difference for our school
community.
Since LSEF was established in 1993, it has served
an important role in our mission of preparing each
student for success. Each year, many LSR7 educators
provide their students with enhanced educational
opportunities, courtesy of LSEF grants. Our
graduates receive LSEF scholarships to make their
next chapter easier. This is all possible thanks to the
LSEF’s fundraisers and their donors and volunteers’
generosity. Turn to pages 4-5 to learn more about
how LSEF benefits our school community. Turn to
page 6 to see several key numbers that demonstrate
success across LSR7.

BEHIND THE COVER
Sawyer A. from Hazel Grove Elementary develops motor skills
with a manipulative toy, which Ms. Susan Dunham provided
for her class with a PEAK Grant through the Lee’s Summit
Educational Foundation.

Turn to our recurring interview feature, In My
Words, on pages 2-3 to hear from Jeremiah Mangels,
a seventh grader with a passion for school and
basketball, and Carman Visnich Hernandez, who
brings a multi-cultural background to our English
Language Development program.
Finally, see our featured photos related to three of
our strategic plan’s five peak priorities: Career,
Leadership, Instruction, Mental Wellness and
Belonging (C.L.I.M.B). Check out pages 7-8 to see
Career, Instruction and Belonging reflected in scenes
around LSR7.

With much appreciation,
DAVID BUCK, Ed. D
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IN MY WORDS - STUDENT

JEREMIAH MANGELS
I was introduced to
wheelchair basketball at a camp
where people with special needs can do
activities. They showed us wheelchair
basketball, and I was really, really good
at it. I had so much fun playing it.

My team, the Kansas City
Kings, we’re number one in the
nation. We don’t really have positions,
but I sometimes take down the ball, and
I’m one of their best defenders.

When I got my first LEGO set,
it was really easy for me. I just started
with a big piece and then out of
nowhere a few hours went by and I was
doing spaceships and then I built a
humongous robot.

I just have that imaginary
mind that can build many things, like
just putting pieces together. It just
seemed really easy.

We were doing “Beauty and
the Beast” for the play. I was the
narrator. My brother was the Beast. I
was really excited because I didn’t have
to sing.

Jeremiah Mangels is a seventh grader at Bernard Campbell Middle
School. His interests include basketball, reading and building.

When I was arriving from
China, I was a little bit excited and a

Probably my favorite thing to
do in school is read. I’ve been

little bit nervous because I was meeting
my new family. I saw everybody
waiting at the airport. It was a happy
moment for me.

reading a lot. I love it. The types of
books are like Harry Potter and
adventures. They make me feel like I’m
alive in the book. I also like math a lot.

I didn’t know English. All I
knew was that it was going to be really
hard to understand what they were
saying. I had to point out most of the
stuff that I wanted and needed.

I thought I wanted to be a
veterinarian but now I think I might
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want to be either some type of designer
for buildings, or wheelchair basketball.

I’m in the Art Club. I love
creating all sorts of things. I love
imagination. It’s mainly drawing with
pencil. I’m not a big fan of using
brushes and painting because it might
mess up, and it doesn’t really go well
for me.

IN MY WORDS - STAFF

CARMAN VISNICH HERNANDEZ
I discovered a kindergarten
picture and read at the bottom,
“When I grow up, I want to be a
teacher.” I used to line up my Siamese
cat (not always the most obedient), my
cousins, my brother and dolls and teach
them on an old slate chalkboard that
my grandmother had.

Originally, my love and
passion was to give kids a different
opportunity to experience the culture
around them, not only in our own
community but in our country and the
world.

I moved to Mexico for about
nine years. I taught in a two-room
schoolhouse, first grade through fifth
grade, for the Mexican indigenous
communities.
When I came back to the US, I
was so passionate for our underserved
communities. I wanted to be able to
teach them, love on them, provide what
they needed and advocate for them.
My two children went to
school in Mexico. I felt what it was
like to be different. I was the mom that
didn’t always know what was
culturally appropriate. That was a huge
learning curve. I didn’t always know
culturally what I needed to do at the
right time.

I don’t want newcomer
families to feel isolated and
unaware of certain cultural themes like
I did when I was in Latin America.

When we moved to the
United States seven years ago,
my kids had to acclimate to the culture
and the language. My son has autism. I
have had to learn how to advocate for a
child with special needs in addition to
being a non-native English speaker.

Carman Visnich Hernandez is an English Language Development teacher
at Richardson, Mason and Hazel Grove elementary schools. She is the
first LSR7 teacher to be certified to give the Gifted/Special Education test
in Spanish.

I know how it feels to sit on the
parent’s side of the table. I also know
what it feels like to sit on the teacher’s
side.

I took the course because I
feel it is vital that we provide
as many pieces of the equity
puzzle as we can. With my son being

I am certified to give the
district’s IQ tests. The IQ tests can

on the spectrum, my heart is for all of
our kids to have the resources they
need so they are successful, not only in
school but in life.

be used for testing into the Gifted
program or Special Education services.
The idea is if we are giving an Englishonly test to a kid who does not speak
English, we are not getting an accurate
assessment of their language abilities.

LEE’S SUMMIT R-7 MARCH 2022 — 3

Gavin J. and other students
from Hawthorn Hill Elementary
build bicycle toys with
manipulatives, which were
purchased with a grant through
the Lee’s Summit Educational
Foundation. These devices help
students develop many skills,
including using motor skills,
reading, following instructions,
collaborating and more.

FOUNDATION FUNDS E XCE LLE NCE
IN LSR7 E DUCATION

E

mpowered to make a difference for generations of
students in the Lee’s Summit R-7 School District, the
Lee’s Summit Educational Foundation is rooted in the
generosity of community donors, sponsors and
volunteers.
LSEF supports students and teachers through PEAK
(Promote Excellence And Knowledge) Classroom Grants,

technology initiatives, scholarships, special projects, science
kits, tutoring, and need-based support for local students. The
Foundation’s legacy of success reflects the community
partnering in LSEF’s mission of promoting excellence in
education throughout LSR7.
This shared vision of success has led LSEF to make these
investments:

PE AK GR ANTS EMPOWER TE ACHERS
Even with LSR7’s extensive resources, there are
opportunities to do more. Providing PEAK Grants is
rewarding for LSEF because the grants offer teachers the
opportunity to identify a need or wish-list item to benefit
students, apply for funding and see the investment pay
dividends.
Aubrey Shortino, a teacher at Trailridge Elementary,
created a learning opportunity to engage students and to
sharpen their skills. Using an LSEF classroom grant, she
purchased equipment and formed the TRE News
Broadcasting team in Fall 2021. Students raise awareness,
build school community and share positive messages
while developing important skills such as script-writing,
public speaking, filming, video editing and collaborating.
This success story is among 46 PEAK Classroom Grants
awarded in the 2021-2022 school year. These grants help
teachers to address needs, create connections and build
engagement within their classrooms. Grants have also
funded chemistry modules, math manipulatives to help
with hands-on learning, American Sign Language
libraries, sneakers and more. The range of requests in
teachers’ applications reveals innovative thinking, need,
diversity and a genuine compassion for student success.
This school year, LSEF is honored to provide
approximately $60,000 in classroom grants.
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$1.05 Million
LSEF’s PEAK Grants to date

Trailridge Elementary students on the News Broadcasting team
develop media skills. An LSEF grant helped to buy the equipment.

“This LSEF PEAK grant enabled us to
highlight student voice through our TRE News
Broadcasting team. The studio equipment
and video editing software have enabled us
to connect with each other and our school
community.”
- AUBREY SHORTINO

OFFERING HANDS-ON
E XPERIENCES FOR
STUDENTS
Sometimes you just
need to get your hands
dirty! Especially when it
comes to math and
science, it is often
difficult for a student to
fully comprehend a
concept until they can
apply it. This is why
Frank Vovk, Science
Curriculum Specialist,
and Shannan Booth,
Director of Career
Education, approached
LSEF and received
approximately $100,000
to provide science kits
for all K-5 elementary
classrooms in LSR7.

“The new elementary
science kits, funded
by LSEF, are a
game-changer,
lighting a fire in our
students that will
last a lifetime. We no
longer teach science
from our experience,
we are able to give
the experience
of science to our
youngest learners.”
- FRANK VOVK

$2 MILLION IN TECH
LSEF has invested $2 million in technology
for LSR7 and has committed an
additional $350k by 2025.

INVESTING IN THE
FUTURE GENER ATION

$1.02 Million

Awarded in Scholarships Since 1993
Investing in future leaders is invaluable. LSR7 seeks
to graduate students who will go on to build
successful lives and may return to live, work and
invest back into the Lee’s Summit community. LSEF is
proud to offer approximately 80 scholarship
opportunities to LSR7 seniors.

“My goal is to attend
medical school to
receive my doctorate
of medicine. The
scholarship that
has been awarded
to me will be very
beneficial to financially
supporting my
academic goals.”
- KAMERON HAHN,

2021 LEE’S SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE
AND RECIPIENT OF THE KENNEY FAMILY SCIENCE
SCHOLARSHIP THROUGH LSEF

LSEF aims to support LSR7 students from prekindergarten to college and beyond. They engage the
community and LSR7 alumni through work on the
Foundation Board, committees, and scholarship and
PEAK grant application review teams. The financial
assistance and work that LSEF provides would not be
possible without the generous support of our
community donors, sponsors and volunteers.
Julian S. and Ms. Tara Diehl from Sunset Valley Elementary
practice using Chromebooks. LSEF’s legacy of making a
difference in LSR7 classrooms includes giving $920,000 since
2012 to provide Chromebooks to K-12 students.

LSEF strives to help teachers stay on the forefront
of technology and to create efficiency and
effectiveness in classrooms. In 2012, LSEF launched a
campaign to raise funding to pilot Chromebooks in
our district and has since given nearly $1 million
dollars in funding to this initiative. LSEF has also
funded items such as document cameras, stylus pens
and audio-enhancement equipment. This year, LSEF
provided nearly $100,000 for technology support.

SUPPORT
LSE F
LE A RN MORE
OR DON ATE

Mark your calendars and
plan to attend one of these
fundraising events!

Taste of
Race for the
Lee’s Summit:
Future 5K:
March 5, 2022 October 8, 2022
lsedfoundation.org

Visit lsedfoundation.org
for additional details
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LSR7 BY THE NUMBERS
HIGH ACT SCORES
Our Class of 2021 outperformed
the state and national
ACT composite scores.

$28 MILLION

Reported scholarship offers
for the Class of 2021

$50,000+
in tuition savings

800

college credit
hours

Our 22.8 composite score includes
students who chose to take the test. The
Missouri composite score is 20.9, and the
national composite score is 20.7. As we
work to develop well-rounded students
and prepare them for success, ACT
scores are just one part of the big picture.
Early College Program 2020-21 Benefits

LOWER TA XES

E XCEPTIONAL
EDUCATORS
86% of our teachers
hold an advanced degree.

Our operating tax rate is lower than
school districts in Hickman Mills, Center,
Fort Osage, Raytown, Blue Springs, North
Kansas City, Liberty and Kansas City, Mo.
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STR ATEGIC PL AN PRIORIT Y: INSTRUCTION

Summit Technology Academy Assistant Principal/Director Jeff Nevinski engages with a student practicing on a flight simulator.
STA’s Aerospace Academy offers students the opportunity to prepare for a wide range of careers.

Kassidy M. and Ra’Niyah H. style a display case at
Lee’s Summit North High School with merchandise
from Inspired Style Boutique. This final project for their
Advanced Fashion Design and Construction class is a
Client-connected Project, which engages students in
meaningful, hands-on career education.
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STR ATEGIC PL AN PRIORIT Y: INSTRUCTION

Students from Lee’s Summit West High School visited Paradise Park to help us envision opportunities for our new property. Students took reference photos
of the mini-golf course and developed design ideas for the course.

STR ATEGIC PL AN PRIORIT Y: BELONGING
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High school students contribute to our D-Teams,
which seek to promote dignity, belonging and
inclusion throughout LSR7.

ACT...Easy As 1,2,3
!
Test Preparation Services

CHOOSE UMKC
MORE THAN

•
•
•
•
•
•

$190
million
IN FINANCIAL AID AWARDED TO
STUDENTS EVERY YEAR

16 Hours of one-on-one, in-home tutoring
Delivered in ten 1.5 hour sessions
Each student will tutor 3 hours per week
2 tutors • Test anxiety strategies
Tutoring six weeks prior to each ACT testing date
ACT homework and practice tests

965-0090

ACADEMIC AREAS
TO EXPLORE

NAMED ONE OF THE

159

BEST MIDWESTERN COLLEGES

— Princeton review

$50
OFF!
*Call for

125 +

Automatic
scholarships
available

UMKC
Office of Admissions
ATTERBURY STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER
5000 HOLMES ST.
KANSAS CITY MO, 64110
816-235-8652
800-775-8652 (TOLL FREE)

details.

UMKC.EDU/ADMISSIONS

www.clubztutoring.com

UMKC IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION INSTITUTION.
ADM 21085650

75155005

75155019
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Join AFS-USA in
creating peace
through understanding

Become a
Host famlly

See what Mr. Handyman can do for you at
www.mrhandyman.com
or call 816-319-2300

Study Abroad

Volunteer in
your Community

75155031

Grand Summit Junior Golf
Evening Golf Lessons

Weekly Golf Camps

1 Hour of Instruction Each Day

Three Hours of Instruction Each Day
June: 6 -10, 13 -17, 20 – 24
June/July 27-1 • July: 11 – 15, 18 – 22

April: 11, 13, 18, 20, 25, 27
May: 2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18

75155077

Classes are 6:30 to 7:30 PM
Covers Full Swing, Short Game,
and Putting.
Student Teacher Ratio 5 - 1 or less.
Ages 7 - 18 “Limited Class Size”
Junior Golf Fee: $100 per week

Frank Russo
frkjrusso@gmail.com
913.948.2293

Classes are 9:00 AM to Noon
Covers Full Swing, Short Game, Putting
and On Course Instruction.
Plus Family & Multi-Session Discounts
Ages 7 - 18 “Limited Class Size”
Junior Golf Fee: $120 per week

Charlie Mahon PGA Golf Professional 40 Years of Head Professional Experience
Call Grand Summit (816) 331-3978 To Sign Up

www.samhsa.gov/talk-they-hear-you

www.LSCARES.org
www.LSCARES.org
www.LSCares.org
75155006
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Get in touch with
your local AFS Contact!

afsusa.org

1.800.AFS.INFO

AFS-USA is supported through funding from the U.S. Department of State. AFS-USA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
75155064

Take the
Next Step
in Your
Education
Career

IF YOUR BACHELOR’S
DEGREE DIDN’T LEAD
TO THE CAREER YOU
ALWAYS ENVISIONED...

+ Doctor of Education
+ Master’s in School Counseling
+ Master’s in Education

EARN A MASTER’S DEGREE
AND COMPLETE TEACHING
LICENSE REQUIREMENTS
ONLINE IN 12 MONTHS.
A P P LY B Y A P R I L 1 , 2 0 2 2 F O R T H E M AY 2 0 2 2 C O H O R T

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/

Affordable | Convenient | Innovative
Learn more during a monthly info session.

stmary.edu/LSEd

MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING

75155010

75155034

Priorities have shifted in learning spaces and now more

LEARNING
SPACES

than ever we know the importance of place for students.
Versatility and adaptability are key to creating positive
school communities. McCownGordon can help schools
realize their full potential in existing spaces or start from
the ground up.

OPENING FALL 2022
NEW LEE’S SUMMIT MIDDLE SCHOOL
75149785
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ENHANCE YOUR
CLASSROOM
OR SCHOOL

CURRICULUM
AND INSTRUCTION
D O CT O R AT E
COMPLETE AN Ed.D.
ONLINE IN THREE
YEARS WHILE YOU
CONTINUE TO TEACH.

Three Locations,
One Community Choice.
One stethoscope, many ears.

CO H O RT S S TA RT E AC H S U M M E R,
BUT YOU CAN JOIN US ANYTIME.

online.k-state.edu/campaign/
curriculum-instruction/

When your child receives services and care from one
75155004

doctor at Community Choice Pediatrics, they are
receiving the experience, skills, and knowledge of the 18
board-certified doctors, 10 certified nurse-practitioners,
and 66 other health care professionals on staff.

Working together to provide the
best care possible.
Providing comprehensive, compassionate pediatric
and adolescent healthcare while empowering
parents so they can ensure their child is receiving
the best care possible.

Raintree • Blue Springs • Lee’s Summit
28 providers between three locations

liddlesports
liddlesports
liddlesports
liddlesports
liddlesports
liddlesports
@liddlesports
@liddlesports
@liddlesports

Tel. (816) 524-5600
Fax. (816) 525-2697
communitychoicepeds.com
75150151
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75155115
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Getting You
Back on the Field
E XPE RT

COM PA SSIO NATE

Rockhill Orthopaedic Specialists is committed to providing expert
orthopedic care, so you can get back in the game.
From sprains and strains to total joint replacements, our highly
trained and experienced physicians treat orthopedic injuries and
conditions from the shoulder to the toes.

Schedule an appointment
816-246-4302
saintlukeskc.org/rockhill

75154727
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