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RISING 
TO THE 
CHALLENGE: 
How LSR7 
is adapting 
and preparing 
for another 
unprecedented year



SUPERINTENDENT’S 
MESSAGE

LESS THAN THREE 
MONTHS AGO, 
I began my first 
official day as Lee’s 
Summit R-7 Schools 
Superintendent and I 
want to share with 

you that it is a true privilege.
In late June, I moved across the state to lead LSR7 because I 

was drawn to its proud tradition of providing academic 
excellence, data-driven results and innovative and enriching 
opportunities for kids. 

When I accepted the position in January, I couldn’t have 
imagined the challenges in store for Lee’s Summit R-7 
Schools and public education as we navigate the global 
pandemic.

But as expected, the dedicated school community that 
drew me here blew me away.

In my three months as Superintendent, I have met 
hundreds of staff members who have diligently worked to 
prepare our schools for an unprecedented year. I have 
communicated with countless parents who care deeply about 
our schools and remain deeply engaged in our work. I have 
had the pleasure of engaging with Lee’s Summit R-7 Schools’ 
bright and talented students.

Of course, much of the work we have tackled since mid-
March has not been easy. The pandemic has prompted school 
districts to continue our commitment to serving the unique 
needs of students while contributing to a global call to keep 
our larger community safe and healthy.

Throughout the summer, I have called for our approach to 
be flexible and student-centered because I believe that it is 
how we can make the best possible decisions that reflect our 
values and priorities. Although everyone in our community 

has a unique perspective, we all want what’s best for our 
students. 

How else might I introduce myself?

I’m a parent of three daughters who are attending LSR7 
schools. I’m a husband to a person who is my better half.  I’m 
a teacher. I’m a coach. I’m a book club member. I’m an 
outdoorsman. I’m a learner.

And I am excited and humbled to be here. 

Together, we will navigate challenges, seek opportunities 
for improvement and ensure that all of our students grow 
into adults whom we are proud to call our neighbor.

With much appreciation,
DAVID BUCK, Ed. D 
SUPERINTENDENT
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As we navigate the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on our 
community, we spoke with a student and staff member to get 
their perspectives. Johnny Brackins Jr., track and field student 
athlete at Lee’s Summit High School, shared his thoughts on 
resilience and preparing for an uncertain school year (see page 
4). School nurse Leisa Zawada discussed how our school 
nurses work with our families to keep students healthy, 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic (see page 5).

Each homesite was designed with privacy in mind and over half our 
custom home lots are walkouts overlooking more than 100 acres of 
dedicated common space. Choose from views that include water, 
mature tree canopies or winding trails. The fun extends well past 
your yard with miles of concrete paved walking trails, a million dollar 
pool complex, play park and fishing lake. Located next to James A. 
Reed Wildlife reserve and within the Lee’s Summit school district.

Located on 150 Highway just south of Lee’s Summit
816-246-0064 | www.woodland-trails.com

Come see our parade entries
101, 102 and 103

Tired of staring at your neighbor’s siding?

Try one of  on for size.These 

75138162

BEHIND 
THE 

COVER
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My parents introduced me to track 
when I was younger, and I’ve just 
gradually developed a love for the sport. 
I like it because it’s an individual sport, 
so you depend on yourself rather than 
other teammates. Either you do your best 
or you don’t, and you can’t blame anyone 
but you.

My idea of success is surpassing 
my own expectations, breaking every 
limit, breaking every expectation. It’s not 
a certain mark or a certain time. It’s 
reaching a point where I’m proud of 
myself.

[On losing his junior track season 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic] 
After a while, I wouldn’t say I got 
over it, but I kind of learned that I have to 
build a life outside of track. I think it 
taught me that I still have to work hard 
even though I’m not competing, because 
even though I’m not having track meets, I 
still continue to train and be prepared. It 
was a learning experience, and it humbles 
you.

Even before all this happened, 
outside of track I’ve always been very 
into art and foreign language. I like to 
cook, things like that. Once track season 
got canceled, I started doing a lot of 
things I don’t have a lot of time to do. 
Ultimately, not having track led me to 
getting to know myself better.

I want to study architecture and 
minor in French education. I love the 
construction of buildings and the thought 
of making unique buildings and things 
that will stick out from others. As far as 
French education goes, I’ve been learning 
the language for a long time; I like the 
language; I want to travel within the 
region where they speak the language.

I’ve come a long way, I would say, 
with sports and a lot of other things. I 
would like people to know I’m very 
invested in the sport I am in, in addition 
to my academics. On the sports side of it, 
I really want the sport itself to get a lot 
more love and for more people to 
acknowledge it, see the talent within the 
sport. Outside of that for me, I’m very 
deep in my academics, I always have 
been. 

I want people to know that I 
balance the two. Track is not my full life, 
but it is something I’m dedicated to. I 
have a supportive family and a 
supportive friend group. I’ve been in 
Lee’s Summit my whole life, and this is 
where I’ve grown.

LEISA ZAWADA

Brackins is a Lee’s Summit High School track and field athlete with 
accomplishments that include holding school records in long jump 
and triple jump, winning a state championship in long jump, winning 
two national championships in triple jump through the Junior Olympics 
and earning All-American recognition eight times. He plans to continue 
competing in college.

I’ve always known I wanted to 
be a nurse, from a young age. I always 
wanted to help people. As you get 
through high school, you’re like, 
“What’s the best way I can do that?”

You see children every day 
that have some kind of issue or an 
“owie.” (I started out in an elementary 
school.) Just being able to help them 
through whatever it is they’ve got going 
on — they leave out of here with a 
smile. It just really makes you feel good 
that you were able to fix it and get them 
back to class. 

We have all kinds of medical 
conditions in the schools. Seeing 
someone who’s been newly diagnosed 
as a diabetic, being able to take care of 
themselves and do it on their own, it’s a 
great feeling to know you had a hand in 
that.

A lot of students wouldn’t be 
able to come to school if it wasn’t for 
the nurses and help we have in the 
district. A lot of students are able to 
come because we offer that. For health 
care, we try to do the best we can for all 
students, making it a safe place to be.

Sometimes, we as school 
nurses are families’ first line of 
defense. Sometimes, we recognize issues 
that nobody else has seen yet and are 
able to get them on the right path. Our 
job is about being open and 
communicating with families, being able 
to have those conversations about their 
students’ health and seeing that taken to 
the next level where they may go see the 
doctor and get that taken care of.

Our team is doing the best we 
can to address COVID-19. We’re 
following all the CDC guidelines to 
keep ourselves safe. We’re trying to 
make the experience as close to normal 
as possible as we can for the students.

That’s really what it’s all 
about — we want to make sure our 
kids are safe and healthy.

Leisa Zawada has been an LSR7 nurse for eight years. She works at 
Lee’s Summit High School and Miller Park Center.

IN MY WORDS - STUDENT IN MY WORDS - STAFF

JOHNNY BRACKINS JR. 
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HEALTH CARE 
STUDENTS EARN 

HONORS
Students from Summit Technology Academy and their 

Future Health Professionals chapter earned recognition 
from Health Occupations Students of America. Joy 
Langum (Lee’s Summit High School) and Kaleb Gardiner 
(Lee’s Summit North High School) advanced to the 
international virtual competition, and STA’s HOSA 
chapter received recognition for its service project 
benefiting the National Pediatric Cancer Foundation.

CYBERSECURIT Y 
STUDENT EARNS 

NATIONAL 
RECOGNITION

Madison Canton, a student from the Summit 
Technology Academy, was one of three graduates from 
across the nation spotlighted in a national newsletter 
through the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology. The feature focused on her college and 
career readiness.

SUMMIT SHOUT-OUTS

EQUITY UPDATE: 
In August 2020:

• Every LSR7 staff member engaged in an hour of equity learning focused on belonging and dignity.

• Every LSR7 middle and high school staff member participated in two hours of virtual equity 
professional development with Dr. Nicole Price from Lively Paradox.  

• Every LSR7 principal and assistant principal participated in an hour of training on bias through 
Educational Equity Consultants (EEC).

By the end of the 2020-21 school year, more than 450 LSR7 teachers will receive multi-day, 
in-person equity training through EEC, depending on public health guidance.

Visit lsr7.org/equity for more information.

BUSINESS STUDENTS 
EARN NATIONAL 

HONORS
Joe Harris and Alton Simpkins from Lee’s Summit 

West High School placed second in the nation for Global 
Business at the virtual Future Business Leaders of America 
business competition. 

SPEECH AND DEBATE 
STUDENTS EARN 

NATIONAL HONORS
Lee’s Summit North High School earned honors at 

the National Speech & Debate Association virtual 
competition. Destiny Culter ranked in the top 60 in 
storytelling, and Aiden Maschger went seven rounds in 
extemporaneous debate.

THEATER 
STUDENTS 

EARN REGIONAL 
HONORS

Katelyn Johnson from Lee’s Summit 
High School won for comic actress in a 
musical through the Kansas City Cappies 
program.

Starlight Theatre’s Blue Star Awards 
recognized Lee’s Summit West High School 
theater students. Cooper Carr received the 
Outstanding Actor in a Lead Role award, 
and members of the orchestra received the 
Outstanding Orchestra award.

Joe Harris 

Joy Langum

Destiny Culter Katelyn Johnson

Madison Canton

Terissa Hansen Missy Hanner

Alton Simpkins 

Kaleb Gardiner

Aiden Maschger Cooper Carr

Terissa Hansen, 
district health services 
coordinator and Lee’s 
Summit West High 
School nurse, will serve 
as Missouri Association 
of School Nurses’ 
president-elect for the 
2020-21 school year and 
then MASN president for 
the 2021-22 school year.

Missy Hanner, 
cafeteria manager 
at Lee’s Summit 
North High 
School, received 
the State Manager 
of the Year award 
from the Missouri 
School Nutrition 
Association.

NURSE EARNS 
STATE 

RECOGNITION

NUTRITION SERVICES 
MANAGER EARNS 

STATE AWARD
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TRACK AND TURF IMPROVEMENTS
We resurfaced our tracks and replaced turf at Lee’s Summit High School, 

Lee’s Summit North High School and Lee’s Summit West High School. 

LSR7 MAKES PROGRESS ON BOND PROJECTS 
DURING THE SUMMER, WE MADE PROGRESS ON TWO PROJECTS IN OUR NO TAX RATE INCREASE BOND ISSUE, WHICH 82% OF VOTERS APPROVED 

IN JUNE 2020. THE BOND INCLUDES RENOVATIONS, ADDITIONS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO ADDRESS SAFET Y, PARIT Y, AND CAPACIT Y IN 
DISTRICT FACILITIES, REINVEST IN INFR ASTRUCTURE AND PROVIDE INNOVATIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS FOR ALL STUDENTS.

HERE’S A SPOTLIGHT ON TWO BOND PROJECTS. FIND MORE INFORMATION ON ALL OF THE PROJECTS AT LSR7.ORG/BOND.

“The bands at all three schools 
will utilize the turf fields for 

years to come. The opportunity 
to share this space prevents us 

from using a parking lot that 
isn’t big enough to hold the 

band, or a grass field that can 
be wet and muddy, or uneven 
and dangerous. Ultimately, it 
is a curricular necessity and 

provides our students with the 
best opportunity to succeed.”

CLIFTON D. THURMOND
DIRECTOR OF BANDS

LEE’S SUMMIT WEST HIGH SCHOOL

“Our field was 10 years old, which is the average life expectancy of 
a turf field, and it needed to be replaced. We’re so grateful that the 

community understands the need to upgrade facilities over the course 
of time. I know all of us at LSN are appreciative for this stadium 

upgrade as it is a sense of pride for the Bronco community.”

MIKE McGURK 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL/ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR

LEE’S SUMMIT NORTH HIGH SCHOOL

“Thanks to voters’ support, we will provide additional safety 
measures for students, employees and community members.”

KYLE GORRELL
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES

“When you have a track that’s 
been there for awhile, it starts 

to wear, and the surface starts 
to flatten a little bit. It can affect 

your arches, shins, etc. I think 
the fact there’s a new one will 

help us because you have 
something that’s great quality, 

works well on the body.”

JOHNNY BRACKINS JR.
LEE’S SUMMIT HIGH SCHOOL 

TRACK AND FIELD ATHLETE

Aerial views of resurfaced track and replaced turf at Lee’s Summit High School, Lee’s Summit West High School and Lee’s Summit North High School.

See our interview with Brackins on page 4.

TO SEE A VIDEO 
OF THESE 

TR ACK/TURF 
IMPROVEMENTS, 

VISIT 
LSR7.ORG/

SUMMER2020

SECURITY UPGRADES
Across LSR7, we are adding surveillance cameras, an upgraded access 

control system and a new hard-key system for all our schools.

New camera at the Miller Park Center
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LSR7’S SUMMER IN PHOTOS

Brianna Black and Kyla 
Calton, student athletes 
at Lee’s Summit North 
High School, practiced 
volleyball during summer 
conditioning.

Doug Knipp, LSR7 field trip and 
activities coordinator, participated 

in a summer activity in which 
elementary school administrators 

had the opportunity to drive a 
school bus in a skills event. The 
exercise helped school leaders 
better understand bus drivers’ 

responsibilities.

LSR7 cafeteria manager 
Missy Hanner helped 
distribute meals as part of 
the LSR7 Nutrition Services 
curbside pickup program 
this summer.

Meadow Lane Elementary student 
Jyrell Walker attended LSR7’s Summer 

Learning Institute, which gives students 
opportunities for engaging and enriching 

learning during the summer.
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• A convenient, affordable, 
and practical pathway 
to teaching

• Learn to teach in your 
local schools

• Apply by May 1, 2021 
for the 2021 cohort

global.k-state.edu/education/master-of-arts-teaching

Master of Arts in Teaching – 100% Online

Do you want to be a teacher 
but have the wrong degree?

e a teacher 
e?

Earn a master’s degree 
and recommendation 
for elementary or 
secondary teaching 
license online 
in 12 months.

75138172

*Enroll between 8/16/20 and 10/15/20 to waive the Registration Fee of up to $50. The Registration Fee includes services such as processing, 
student evaluation and lesson plan development. Registration Fee waiver only valid at participating Kumon Math and Reading Centers. Most 
Kumon Centers are independently owned and operated. Additional fees may apply. See Center for applicable terms and conditions. 
© 2020 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENROLL NOW AND SAVE UP TO $50!*

Lee’s Summit

We’ll create an individualized lesson plan 
that fits their needs.

AGES 3+

Start with a free 
Placement Test to see 
how Kumon can help 
your kids advance

SUCCESS!

LET US
HELP MAKE THIS 
SCHOOL YEAR A

Kumon Math and Reading Center of

604 NE 291 Highway
Lee’s Summit, MO 64086
kumon.com/lees-summit

816-554-3440

75138309 75138321

75138322

DIFFERENTDIFFERENT
BY DESIGNBY DESIGN

BOLD | ORIGINAL | DISTINCTIVE

At the University of Saint Mary, we don’t believe in 
following the status quo. We chase new paths, dare to 
dream, and embrace what’s different. 

That’s the USM way!

+ Designed to Impact – 11:1 student-faculty ratio

+ Designed to Transform – Choose from 30+ majors

+ Designed to Inspire  cholarships range from 
$12,000 a year to full tuition

EXPERIENCE THE USM DIFFERENCE
STMARY.EDU/LEESSUMMIT

75138339

TROPICALSMOOTHIECAFE.COM

910B NW Blue Parkway • Lee’s Summit, MO 64086

(816) 246-2900
NW Blue Parkway • Lee’s Summit, MO 

75
13

83
49

• Dissertation is part 
of coursework

• No admissions test
• Cohort model
• Apply by May 1, 2021 

for the Fall 2021 session

global.k-state.edu/education/curriculum-and-instruction/doctorate/

Doctorate in Education – 100% Online

Want to advance your career 
and enhance your school?

our career 
school?

Earn a doctorate 
degree (Ed.D.) 
in curriculum 
and instruction 
in 3 years.

75138171

trust

Ethan Kelly
NPG Digital Specialist 

816-454-9660

 NPG Digital is proud to offer a suite of digital marketing 
services to provide you with a way to reach new 

customers and increase sales.

NPG has been a trusted media 
partner for our clients, 
serving communities with the

BEST LOCALBEST LOCAL  
news, sales news, sales 
and information.and information.

Your new digital marketing plan starts here.

 Call us today to learn more about how we 
can help you succeed online!

75138702
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At McCownGordon, we know the true value of a school 
isn’t the number of students who study inside. It’s the 
diversity of ideas that come out.

mccowngordon.com

AS IT HAPPENS

 WE   ALSO
BUILD MINDS.

75138323

   It’s about
GROOMING, 
 LOVE & 
   HOPE.

1650 SE Blue Parkway
Lee’s Summit, MO

in Todd George Marketplace
816.525.2440

Groomingprojectsalon.org

Kansas City’s only 
nonprofit groomer, now 

in Lee’s Summit

75138346

Advertise to 
More Local 

Parents
Although it provides quality educational 

opportunities for its students, the Lee’s Summit 
School District knows that to achieve that 

goal, it needs patron support. Therefore, good 
communication in the district is necessary, 
which is why it publishes the Lee’s Summit 

Our Schools five times a year. This full-color, 
all glossy magazine features important news 
and photos from throughout the district, as 

well as limited advertising space.

For more information, contact Sandy Nelson • 816-616-4301
75138353

75138619

GRAPHIC ARTISTS ON STAFF TO
MAKE YOUR TEAM LOOK GREAT!

Competitive pricing!

no art fees or 
templates!

no minimum orders!

design your own online 
store!

EXCLUSIVELY AT LIDDLE’S!

(816) 944-4111

100 NE Tudor Rd #111 Lee’s  summit, mo

Liddlesports.com

facebook.com/liddlesports

twitter.com/liddlesports

instagram.com/liddlesports
QUALITY THAT 

HAS TO BE SEEN!
75138232

SCREEN PRINTING
CORPORATE WEAR
 TEAM UNIFORMS

LOGO DESIGN
SPIRIT WEAR

EMBROIDERY
BANNERS
POSTERS
STICKERS

WALL DECALS

YOUR HOMETOWN SOURCE FOR:
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WALK-INS ACCEPTED • NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY  833.ROC.HILL
OPEN FROM 8AM - 8PM

Saint Luke’s East–Hospital Campus
120 NE Saint Luke’s Boulevard, Suite 200

Lee’s Summit, Missouri 64086 
Saint Luke’s Multi-Specialty Clinic–Blue Springs

600 N.E. Adams Dairy Parkway, Suite 160
Blue Springs, Missouri 64014

THE ER ISN’T YOUR
ACCIDENTS HAPPEN.

ONLY OPTION.

75138265




