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TASK FORCE PROCESS

A Task Force is being convened to examine the future of the existing Owatonna 

High School Facility, which will no longer be used for K-12 instruction when the 

New High School opens in 2023. 

As a part of the November 2019 Bond Referendum, the community voted to 

approve Question #2 which allocated funds for the conversion of portions of 

the building for District uses. As a part of this funding request, the District 

committed to engaging the community about the future of the facility, and this 

Existing OHS Citizensõ Task Force is a part of that process.
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OVERALL PROJECT TIMELINE
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Design: June 2022 ðFebruary 2022*

June 2022 ðAugust 2022: Schematic Design

September 2022 ðNovember 2022: Design 

Development

December 2022 ðFebruary 2023:Construction 

Documents

Spring 2023:Bidding

Construction: early 2023 ðFall 2024*

August/September 2023 ðAugust 2024: 

Construction

Substantial Completion: August 2024*

*pending final project scope

Community Engagement: April 2021 ð

March 2022
April 2021 ðJune 2021:Ideate (Engage Owatonna 

website)

July 2021 ðAugust 2021:Prioritize and Qualify 

Submitted Ideas

October 2021:Commission Existing OHS Citizensõ 

Task Force

November 2021 ðMarch 2021: Existing OHS 

Citizensõ Task Force

December 2021 ðMarch 2022:Administration and 

Board Finalize Project Scope & Partnerships

April 2022: Board receive Recommendation



TASK FORCE CHARGE

ÅReview ideas submitted from the community for the Existing OHS facility.

ÅDiscuss potential partnerships with other entities and prioritize them in terms 

of feasibility and importance to the community.

ÅMake a recommendation to the School Board as to the proposed scope of the 

renovation project including areas to be remodeled and areas to potentially 

demolish.

ÅThe Existing OHS Citizensõ Task Force recommendation should include 

financial feasibility and best use of the facility, as well as any topics requiring 

further study by the school District.
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TASK FORCE MEMBERSHIP
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April St. Martin, Community Member

Ashley Moriarity, Community Member

Bret Hansen, Community Member

Breanna Weisbrud, Community Member

Bruce Paulson, Community Member

Dan Gorman, Community Member

Danielle Theis, Independent School District #761

David Swenson, Community Member

Emily Sherwood, Community Member

Gail Thompson, Community Member

Jane Draheim, Community Member

Jodie Smith, Community Member

Joel Hunt, Community Member

Josephine Nguyen, Community Member

Josh Cosens, Community Member

Julie Fiske, Community Member

Kristen Petersen, Community Member

Laura Jensen, Community Member

Marc Wiese, Community Member

Matt C. Kottke, Community Member

Matt Durand, Community Member

Pat Heydon, Community Member

Quinn Meyer, Community Member

Troy Klecker, Community Member

Zachary Spinler, Community Member 

Paul Aplikowski, WoldArchitects and Engineers

Jacob Windschitl, WoldArchitects and Engineers

Sal Bagley, WoldArchitects and Engineers

Amanda Heilman, Independent School District #761

Bob Olson, Independent School District #761

Jeff Elstad, Independent School District #761

Kory Kath, Independent School District #761



MEETING DATES

ÅMeeting #1: Tuesday, November 9, 2021 from 6:00 ð7:30 PM

ÅMeeting #2: Thursday, November 18, 2021 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM

ÅMeeting #3 : Thursday, December 2, 2021 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM

ÅMeeting # 4: Thursday, January 6, 2022 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM

ÅMeeting #5: Tuesday, March 22, 2022 from 6:00 - 7:30 PM
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OVERVIEW:

What was included in the 

referendum for Existing OHS?



WHAT WAS INCLUDED IN THE 
REFERENDUM?

In November 2019, the community successfully passed two bond referendum 

questions. The first question was $112M for a new high school campus to be 

constructed and question two was to use $8M to re-purpose the current high 

school building/campus.

Based on the two question passed in the recent referendum vote, the school 

district can allocate up to $11 million for the re-use of the current Owatonna 

High School campus ($8 million for Question 2 and $3 million from the 

Question 1 set aside for demolition of the site if Question 2 had not passed). 
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WHAT WAS INCLUDED IN THE 
REFERENDUM?

Any potential partnerships would require funding from that proposed partner, as 

the Districtõs allocated funds will likely only suffice to prepare the building for 

the below intended functions.

ÅThe three-story portion at the northwest corner (C Plaza) is anticipated to be remodeled 

to house district administration offices.

ÅThe Ag/Annex building is anticipated to be utilized for district maintenance shops.

ÅTennis courts to remain available for district and community use.

ÅGymnasium and locker rooms anticipated to house High School and youth gymnastics 

programs.

ÅField and track to remain available for district and community use.
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WHAT WAS 
INCLUDED IN THE 

REFERENDUM?
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REUSE VOAG FOR 

DISTRICT SERVICES

REUSE C PLAZA FOR 

DISTRICT SERVICES



SITE CONTEXT
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Engage Owatonna 

Update



ENGAGE OWATONNA UPDATE
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ENGAGE OWATONNA UPDATE
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Community and Recreation Center

ÅGymnasiums

ÅAuditorium

ÅPlace for community benefit concerts

ÅWe need more pool space in town so we don't have 

to have to have young kids in the pool after 9:00 PM.

ÅProgramming for youth and teens

ÅAfter School Programs

ÅPickleballcourts.

ÅSenior Center (expand programs with more space)

ÅParks & Rec (expand programs with more space)

ÅCultural Center

ÅSports Dome

ÅYMCA type of community center

ÅHuge pool to improve access to swim lessons, 

etc.

ÅVocational programming

ÅProfessional License Education

ÅTesting Center

ÅBigger selection of community classes

ÅCulinary Arts

ÅPastry Classes

ÅGED

ÅESL

ÅEnvironmental Learning Center



ENGAGE OWATONNA UPDATE
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Housing

ÅAffordable Housing

ÅTransitional Housing

ÅHomeless Shelter

ÅTeacher Housing

ÅSenior Housing

Non -Profit offices and service center

ÅOffices

ÅConsolidated Services

ÅShared Administration and Overhead

Office Space

ÅOffice space for new businesses and entrepreneurs

ÅOffice space for student run businesses with 

partnerships with local business leaders help 

administrate them.

ÅBusiness incubator space

Entertainment and Leisure Center

ÅBrew Pub

ÅFood Court

ÅWinery

ÅEvent Center

ÅTheater (movie?)



ENGAGE OWATONNA UPDATE
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Consolidate District Buildings

Other

ÅSeparate buildings might allow for different 

uses. It might also open up possibilities for 

re-use of the old Pillsbury Campus.
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Key Messages from Meeting #1
ÅReviewed the purpose of the task force and got to know everyone who is 

participating

ÅHad increased focus on direction and goals

ÅConsidered input from the broader community via the ideas submitted for 

the existing HS via the Engage Owatonna website platform

ÅLearned more about the existing building and needs

ÅCompleted grounding work to start off on a solid base



OWATONNA HIGH SCHOOL

FACILITY ANALYSIS



SUMMARY OF PHASE 1

FACILITY ANALYSIS

High School maintenance needs total: $34,326,982 (2018)

Age Totals

1921 Building $      9,195,668 

1955 Building $         4,723,092 

1959 Building $      13,080,911

1998 Building $         2,983,093 

Votech Building $         2,406,702 

Site $         1,937,517

Total (2018) $     34,326,983 



ROSE STREET
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Building Challenges:

ÅInadequate equipment and vehicle 

storage

ÅChallenging configuration of levels

ÅLack of parking and maneuvering space

ÅKey info:

ÅBuilt in 1956, renovation in 1999

ÅSize: 13,706 SF
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