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World Book Day, March 2022

Message from Mr Samra

The start to the term was
hugely uplifting with the
removal of masks and the
return of in person
assemblies, however this
positivity was set against the
backdrop of events in Ukraine.
It was clear within a few days
of our return that the school
community wanted to show
their support for people
suffering not only in Ukraine,
but also in other areas
impacted by war e.g.
Afghanistan. In this context
the idea of a non-uniform day
was warmly welcomed by

everyone. The day itself raised
over £3000 pounds which will
be matched by the
Government as part of its
Disaster Relief Fund. The
funds raised are huge
testament to the empathy of
our school family for others
less fortunate than ourselves.
This empathetic feeling
continued during Human
Rights Week which culminated
with the unveiling of the
Southam Peace Pole at the
entrance to the school.
Throughout the term we have
been impacted by staff and
student absence as we move
through the 'living with covid'
process, but despite this the
school has felt its most vibrant
and rich in activity since March
2020. We have had numerous
memorable experiences, for
example visits to London,
Duke of Edinburgh
expeditions, in school and
external Theatre Productions

and the incredible Southam’s
Got Talent. My particular
highlight was the Roald
Dahl cake competition to raise
funds for the school
production of Matilda. I had a
genuine sense of awe and
wonder when I was asked to
judge this competition and
saw the quality of entries
particularly from Year 7
students!
In the midst of these events
the school's core purpose of
providing excellent lessons
continues unabated. Pupils
learn and amaze us with their
attitudes and achievements.
Staff teach, support, facilitate
and inspire every single day in
our/your most amazing school.
Finally good luck to all
students busy revising for
external examinations in the
summer - it will be worth it!
Have a lovely Easter break.
Mr Samra, Headteacher

New School update
Progress for the new school build remains on track. Apart from the final move to the main school
building in the summer of 2024 the biggest decant of resources will take place over the Easter break.
During this time the MFL, Drama, History, Geography, Art and Photography departments will relocate
to The Hive block. In addition, boarding will go up around school as the BAM construction teams
prepare for the demolition of these blocks and the Old Sports Hall. After Easter students will have all
their lessons in these subject areas in The Hive!
A huge thank you to everyone involved for the work which has gone into the project thus far; a
particular thank you to the teachers in the departments above who have continued to teach and pack
resources at the same time!

Thank you to all students,
staff, and the local
community for supporting
Southam College's work
on International Women's
day this year.
This year's theme was
#breaktthebias. It was a
fantastic opportunity to
explore key ethical, social,
and moral issues around
e q u a l i t y, d i v e r s i t y, a n d
inclusion. We would like to
thank the Coventry Haven
Women's Aid charity for
delivering a thoughtprovoking assembly to our
Year 12 and 13 students on
the topic of domestic
violence and where they
may seek further support for
this. Year 12 and 13 boys

also received an informative
talk from the Oddballs
Foundation on the topic of
testicular cancer. We also
ran our Stowe Valley Big
Question which involved a
guest panel from a wide
range of back grounds
including Shelter Box,
CORD, and Discover Islam
UK.
It was truly fantastic to see
our students engaging with
key social issues but at the
same time developing an
awareness of the
importance of discussing
these and breaking the bias
around such important
topics.
Mrs Thomas

Media Centre (EMC) conference
On 2nd March, 17 year 12 and 13 A level language
students went to London for the biannual English and
Media Centre (EMC) conference on English Language.
Students were treated to 5 lectures by visiting Professors
from Manchester, Essex, Sussex and Oxford Universities
on topics as diverse as accent discrimination, the power of
political language and why 'The' is the most important word
in the English language... This was housed in the beautiful
lecture hall of the Friends House in central London and
allowed students to practise note taking ready for their own
university courses alongside gaining richer insight into their
current studies.

Exciting doggy news!
CONGRATULATIONS to Pete and his
amazing Newfoundland dogs, our Stowe
Valley Mat Puppy Ralph and big brothers
Bob, Walker, Sonar and Storm! The
WINNERS of the Kennel Club “Dog Hero of
the Year Award 2022” at Crufts!
A big thank you to all the staff, students,
parents/carers who have supported the dogs
by taking the time to vote for them! We
cannot wait to see Pete, his team and the
doggies again in school soon!

PTSA Uniform Sale
Thank you to everyone who came
along to the uniform sale last
week. We are very grateful for all
the donations and for our
hardworking sales team! This sale
raised a massive £615 which will
go back in to supporting students.
Please feel free to drop in any
contributions for the summer sale
to reception if you have items to
donate.

Well done all, enjoy the celebrations and
very well deserved!

Poetry Live!
Over 80 year 10 students went to Birmingham for
Poetry Live! on Monday 7th March. Students
listened to fantastic readings of poetry and insights
into the ideas surrounding creating poetry from:
Carol Ann Duffy, Imtiaz Dharker, Owen Sheers, Daljit
Nagra, John Agard & Poet Laureate Simon
Armitage. We also gained some insightful tips to
answer the unseen poetry section from a senior
examiner, Tony Childs.
We hope this has been an enriching experience for
students and the content will directly feed into our
current studies of Power & Conflict Poetry. Well done
for your fantastic conduct on the trip, year 10.

Stowe Valley
Maths Project
Day

Year 9 students from Bilton
School, Southam College
and Kineton took part in a
range of tasks and
challenges throughout the
day focusing on developing
problem solving, teamwork
and communication. We
were really impressed with
all the hard work and
congratulations to Kineton
students who were the
winning team overall.

Southam College Careers Fair
On Thursday 11th March Southam College held its annual Careers Fair. There were
over 20 exhibitors from local colleges and universities, training providers and employers
offering advice and information on the different career pathways available to our
students.
The event was well attended by parents and students; we hope that they are now more
aware of the different options available to them after leaving Southam College.
Southam College would like to thank everyone who attended this year's Careers Fair and
for making it such a successful event. Mr Hughes (Careers).
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Southam College would like to
congratulate Year 9 Will on all his
motocross achievements this Year.
1st Place - Schoolboy Championship
1st Place - Adult Championship
1st Place - Orpra Bank Holiday
Championship
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Southam’s Got Talent

The Heads of House would like to say a massive thank you to all of the students,
staff and the PTSA who helped make Southam’s Got Talent performance such a
success. It was a very fun evening and really showcased a wide range of talent at the
school!
They were all winners in our
eyes but after the judge’s vote,
1st prize (£50 Amazon
vouchers) went to Aadi P, 2nd
prize (£30 Amazon vouchers)
went to Emily T and 3rd place
(£20 Amazon vouchers) went
to Abbie J.
We can’t wait to do it all
again next year!

10 Day Challenge Be in to win!
Can you rise to the challenge and achieve 100%
attendance between 25th April and 9th May?
Attend school every day between these dates and
you will automatically be entered into a prize draw!
Two lucky winners will receive a family fun pack, with
games, activities and treats that all the family can
enjoy as we head towards the summer!

Sixth Form History Trip
Year 12 and 13 History students have enjoyed a very informative and engaging day out
at Hampton Court Palace learning all about one of Henry VIII's favourite palaces. Our
students behaved impeccably and took in the sights despite the wet weather.
Mrs Mali would like to say a massive thank you to all staff and students who went on this
thoroughly enjoyable and educational day out.

Art Workshops
Fabulous work from our sixth form Art,
Graphics and Photography students was
produced during their day of workshops
and talks by three artists, delivered over
Zoom and organised by the Sketchbook
Circle which is an organisation run by
and for teachers of art and design
subjects.
Mrs Merlin-Warner and Mr Phillips were
delighted to see how creative our
students were with mark-making,
assemblage and using apps to create
patterns and gifs from their work.

Hive Visit

Members of the Southam College
Student Council were the first students to
visit The Hive.
They were able to walk around some of
the newly decorated classrooms and get
a real feel for what it will be like to learn
in this new area. Students provided lots
of ideas on how to create a 'WOW' factor
for The Hive in preparation for the move
to it after Easter and appreciated the
opportunity to make the visit.

Wellbeing Team
Our Sixth form Wellbeing Team of students continue to spend
time reading online with a resident, Robert at Galanos House.
Two of our students also have written a lovely letter to their 'pen
pal' and they are thrilled to have received a reply today! We are
hoping Covid restrictions will eventually be removed to allow
them to meet in person in the coming months - we really value
the importance of human connection and communication with
the local community in the wellbeing team! We will also be
sending some postcards of kindness in the coming weeks.
Well done for your efforts team!

Mrs Campbell-Birch

Godiva House Trip to Alton Towers
Godiva students had a day out to Alton
Towers as a reward for winning the overall
House Competition last academic year. The
day was a fantastic success, with happy faces
(also some mildly petrified faces at times) and
even some sunshine! The pupils were a credit
to the school as well as to themselves. Thank
you to all involved for your support in making
this a reality for the pupils.

The Samaritans
Thank you to the Stratford branch of The
Samaritans for delivering a really
informative assembly to our Year 12 and
13 students.
Students had the opportunity to learn
about the work they do and explore
where they can go for support.
As as result of the assembly, it was
really touching to see some students
come forward to ask about volunteering
and wanting to support the work The
Samaritans do further.

Geography Fieldtrip
We could not have picked a better three days
for the return of residential Geography
fieldwork! The sun shone on 36 of our Year 12
and 13 Geography students for the duration of our
fieldtrip to the Crandale Centre in Yorkshire. We
spent an afternoon identifying glacial features on
the Moors and the Wolds, a day examining the
factors influencing the character of Scarborough
and A day in the Dalby Forest investigating water
and carbon in the area. Year 12 are now brilliantly
equipped to embark on their independent
coursework investigations. We were so impressed
with how well the students worked over the three
days, and in the evening follow-up lessons too! We
are very much looking forward to taking next year's
Year 10 students back to the Crandale Centre in
October to carry out coastal fieldwork along the
Holderness coast and urban fieldwork in Hull.

Motivational Speaker, Hezron Brown
On Friday 25th March our Year 9 and Year 10
students had a fantastic opportunity to listen
to motivational speaker, Hezron Brown. Hezron
is a reformed gang member, turned motivational
speaker, entrepreneur and multi award winner. He
now uses his time to educate young people all
over the country about the realities of gang culture
and struggles life can bring.
When he was 5 years old a horrific accident left
him scarred for life, this led to bullying which made
him develop a bad anger problem. After difficulties
controlling his temper, he was kicked out of his
home and spent the majority of his school life
homeless. As there was no one to guide him in the
right direction he slowly transitioned into gang culture where he led a life of crime. Due to
nearly being sent to prison, Hezron decided he needed to change. Investing in himself he
gained skills and got involved with the Prince’s Trust where he became an ambassador and
won the ambassador of the year award. Since then he has won multiple awards for his work
and has been featured in newspapers and interviews all across the country and has also been
crowned the Pride of Britain Young Achiever of the Year.
The presentation was moving, inspirational and really demonstrated to the students how you
can make a difference in life by believing in yourself, making the right choices and having trust
in people around you that can help, support and guide you in the right direction.

Birmingham Central Mosque Trip
Year 8 students had a great tour of the Birmingham
Central Mosque. Students had the opportunity to have a
guided tour, learn about the Islamic faith first hand and
also witness the local Muslim community perform one of
their 5 worship times today

Thank you to Southam College’s Global Virtues and Cultural ambassadors
for creating our Easter display

School Production Fund Raiser and Roald Dahl Cake Competition
Our fund raiser was an overwhelming success for the school production team who were
astounded by the donation of cakes and books and the generosity of all.
Overall, we think we have gained over £300 to put to costumes and design elements for our
show.
Meanwhile, in the House Roald Dahl Cake Competition, let's just say The Drama and Music Dept
were glad not to be the judges of this. Miss Mason, Mr Samra and Mrs James were brave enough
to judge the incredible standards of these edible delights!
In the end they eventually came to the following conclusion
Joint 1st Keira M and Bethany C

Joint 2nd Laura J and Emelia F 3rd Scarlet F
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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