Monday 4th April 2022
Park Hill Junior School Dog
Dear Parents and Carers,
During assembly today the children were told the exciting news that at Park Hill Junior School we are
to have a school dog. Ms Dempsey, who is a very experienced dog owner, has recently brought home
a gorgeous Labradoodle puppy called Molly Malone. (Children in Years 3 & 4 will tell you about the
history of the name) Ms. Dempsey is willing to share Molly with Park Hill Junior School and the
children were very happy about this news today and asked many questions about Molly.
Extensive research shows that having a dog in school can have a wide range of benefits for children
and the school community. Discussions we have had with other schools in Croydon, Lambeth and
Lewisham who currently have a school dog support this.
What are the advantages?
- Dogs teach children about responsibility - by having to feed, water and care for a dog children can
achieve a sense of importance that they may not get from other responsibilities.
- Dogs teach children about patience - they do not always do as they are told the first time.
- Dogs teach children about compassion - just like us, dogs feel pain and emotion.
- Dogs teach children about socialisation - by children learning how to interact with a dog, they can
better understand how to interact with each other.
- Dogs are fun - they greet you with a wagging tail and put a smile on your face, even on a bad day.
- Dogs help children to be calm - they listen without judgement.

Meet Molly

Molly is a fluffy bundle of fun. She is a third generation Labradoodle and therefore the risk of her
aggravating allergies is considerably reduced.

Before joining the school, Molly will be a member of the Dog’s Trust, which will mean that she will
have public liability insurance. She has been and will continue to be fully checked by the vet and be
up to date with all of her injections. She will also have all of her flea and worm treatments, which are
given by tablet form so that there will be no harmful chemicals on her coat.
Needless to say, any child who does not want to meet or work with Molly will not have to.
We plan to have her in school every day but will need to start with a phased introduction to the
children and staff. Whilst moving around the school she will be under control and always with an
experienced dog handler. We hope that Molly will be able to support children in areas such as
Outdoor Learning, reading, nurture groups and for therapeutic, calming experiences.
Some children may be fearful of dogs, however, with parental permission, children who are fearful of
dogs can be supported in managing their fear.
We hope that the children will gain a lot of enjoyment and learn a lot from having a school dog. We
will keep you updated with pictures on the website and in our newsletters of all the interactions
Molly has with all at Park Hill Junior School.
Our school dog Molly, has been prepared to be on our school premises and we would ask parents
and carers to continue to respect our policy of not allowing dogs on the school site. Molly is fully
risk assessed for the school and is therefore the only dog allowed on our school site.
We hope that you are as excited as we are about this new addition to our school community.
You are welcome to come and meet Molly at the school gates either in the morning or at the end of
the school day. We welcome any questions you may have regarding this.

Thank you for your kind understanding.

Park Hill Junior School

