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t h e  l e a r n e r

l e a r n i n g  a n d  t e a c h i n g

t h e  l e a r n i n g  c o m m u n i t y

GS I S  i s  an  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bacca l a u r e a t e

P r ima r y  Yea r s  P r og r amme  au t ho r i z ed  wo r l d

s choo l .  We  o f f e r  an  i n q u i r y - b a s e d

app r o a ch  t o  t e a ch i ng  and  l e a r n i ng  f o r

s t uden t s  i n  P r e -K i nde r g a r t e n  t h r ough  G r ade

F i v e .  I t  f o cu s e s  on  t h e  t o t a l  g r o w t h  o f  t h e

deve l op i ng  ch i l d ,  t o u ch i ng  hea r t s  a s  we l l

a s  mind s  and  encompa s s i ng  s o c i a l ,

p h y s i c a l ,  emo t i o n a l ,  and  cu l t u r a l  need s  i n

add i t i o n  t o  a c adem i c  deve l opmen t .  

The  f r amewo r k  empha s i z e s  t h e  cen t r a l

p r i n c i p l e  o f  a g e n c y ,  wh i ch  unde r p i n s  t h e

t h r e e  p i l l a r s  o f  s choo l  l i f e :

P R I M A R Y  Y E A R S  P R O G R A M



The  I B  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  r e p r e s en t s  a  b r o ad

r ange  o f  human  d i s p o s i t i o n s ,  c apac i t i e s ,
a nd  t r a i t s  t h a t  encompa s s  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,

p e r s ona l ,  emo t i o n a l ,  and  s o c i a l  g r ow th .

De ve l op i ng  and  demons t r a t i ng  t h e

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  i s  an

e xp r e s s i o n  o f  wha t  t h e  I B  mean s  by

i n t e r n a t i o n a l - m i n d e d n e s s .  

The  I B  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  pe rmea t e s  a l l  f a c e t s

o f  s choo l  l i f e  i n  t h e  PYP .  A l l  membe r s  o f  t h e

l e a r n i ng  commun i t y  i n  GS I S  f r om  t h e

younge s t  l e a r n e r s  t o  s choo l  l e ade r s  t o

p a r en t s ,  educa t o r s ,  and  beyond ,  have  a

r e spon s i b i l i t y  t o  be  gu i ded  by  and

demons t r a t e  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e

deve l opmen t  o f  t h e  I B  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e

a t t r i b u t e s .  

T H E  I B  L E A R N E R  P R O F I L E



I B  L E A R N E R S  S T R I V E  T O  B E :

I nqu i r e r s

Know ledgeab le

Th inke r s

Commun ica to r s

P r i n c i p l ed

Open-minded

Car i ng

R i s k- take r s

Ba lanced

Re f l ec t i ve



“ P l a y  i s  t h e  h i ghe s t  e xp r e s s i o n  o f  human

deve l opmen t  i n  ch i l d hood ,  f o r  i t  a l one  i s

t h e  f r e e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  wha t  i s  i n  a  ch i l d ’ s

s ou l . ”  (F r oebe l  1896 )

i n  t h e  Ea r l y  Yea r s ,  t e a che r s  and  s t uden t s

d i s c o v e r  t h e  cu r r i c u l um  t o ge t h e r  and

documen t  t h e i r  l e a r n i ng  a s  t h e y  e xpe r i e n ce

i t .  The se  h i gh -qua l i t y  i n t e r a c t i o n s  be tween

adu l t s  and  ch i l d r en  du r i ng  t h e  ea r l y  y e a r s

a r e  e s s en t i a l  f o r  a  mean i ng f u l  l e a r n i ng

e xpe r i e n ce .  Th r ough  p l a y - b a s e d  l e a r n i n g ,
y oung  l e a r n e r s  deve l op  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  I B

l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  by  co l l a bo r a t i ng ,  mak i ng

j udgmen t s ,  l e a r n i ng  how  t o  l e a r n ,  and

becom ing  i n c r e a s i ng l y  au t onomous  w i t h

t h e  s uppo r t  o f  GS I S  educa t o r s  who

unde r s t a nd  t h e  educa t i o n a l  po t en t i a l  o f

p l a y .

T H E  E A R L Y  Y E A R S



“A t  GS I S ,  we  f o l l ow  t h e  R e a d i n g  a n d  W r i t i n g

w o r k s h o p  m o d e l s ,  w i t h  t h e  un i t s  o f  s t ud y  by

Teache r s  Co l l e ge  Read i ng  and  Wr i t i n g  P r o j e c t

(TCRWP )  a s  ou r  ma i n  r e s ou r c e .  The  mi s s i on  o f

TCRWP  i s  t o  he l p  young  peop l e  b e c o m e  a v i d  a n d

s k i l l e d  r e a d e r s ,  w r i t e r s ,  a n d  i n q u i r e r s .  The

wo r k shop  mode l  i s  f o unded  on  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f

s t uden t  agency  and  i n d ependen t  cho i c e ,  t o  boo s t

s t uden t  engagemen t  and  a ch i e v emen t .  I n  add i t i o n  t o

r e ad i ng  and  wr i t i n g ,  ou r  p r og r am  a l s o  i n c l ude s

phon i c s  l e s s on s  and  wo rd  s t ud i e s .  

  L I T E R A C Y  A N D  N U M E R A C Y  
               P R O G R A M M E

I n  n um e r a c y ,  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  c a n  b e  a

m a t h em a t i c i a n .  G u i d e d  b y  t h e  C ommo n  C o r e

s t a n d a r d s ,  o u r  n um e r a c y  p r o g r am  a i m s  t o

d e v e l o p  s t u d e n t s ’  c o n c e p t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f

m a t h em a t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  a n d  t o  p u s h  t h em  b e y o n d

m em o r i z i n g  f o r m u l a s  a n d  f a c t s .  We  a i m  t o  i n s t i l l  a

g r o w t h  m i n d s e t  i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  n o t  j u s t  t o w a r d s

t h e  l e a r n i n g  o f  ma t h em a t i c s  b u t  l e a r n i n g  i n

g e n e r a l .  



I n  t h e  f i n a l  y e a r  o f  t h e  PYP ,  s t uden t s  t a k e

pa r t  i n  t h e  PYP  e xh i b i t i o n .  The  e xh i b i t i o n  i s

a n  a u t h e n t i c  p r o c e s s  f o r  s t uden t s  t o

e xp l o r e ,  documen t ,  and  s h a r e  t h e i r

u nde r s t a nd i ng  o f  an  i s s u e  o r  oppo r t un i t y

o f  pe r s ona l  s i gn i f i c a n ce .  The  who l e

l e a r n i ng  commun i t y  s h a r e s  and  ce l eb r a t e s

t h i s  c u l m i n a t i n g  e v e n t  i n  t h e  j o u r n e y

s t uden t s  have  e xpe r i e n ced  t h r ough  t h e i r

P YP  y e a r s .

T H E  G R A D E  5  P Y P  E X H I B I T I O N


