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March 25th usually falls within the season of Lent. It is the feast of the
Annunciation. Its importance interrupts the Lenten discipline because it is a
festival, a solemnity. No fasting takes place because we celebrate the great
mystery of God becoming one of us. Hopefully, we will never become too
comfortable with that statement. GOD BECAME ONE OF US! God, in Jesus,
as a totally dependent baby, entrusted himself to Mary and Joseph. He
experienced our joys, loves, successes, laughs, triumphs, failures, sadness,
betrayal, abandonment, sufferings, death, and resurrection. All of this is to
show us that, in Him, nothing can separate us from God, from God’s stance
toward us.

Bask in that central mystery of our faith. In Jesus, even His wounds, and by
extension ours, are glorified in heaven. Our funeral prayers tell us that Jesus is
the first to rise from the dead, and where He has gone, we are called to follow.
That is a bold and profound message. It hopefully gives us confidence, great
hope, optimism, and the energy to live our lives each day with that central
mystery to guide us. Let us live as those who know the end of the story. It is
spiritual March Madness because we win. In God, love and life live forever,
and God invites us into that promise.

Mary said yes and physically gave birth to Christ. We are called to imitate her
by giving birth to Jesus in our words and actions. That is the simple
explanation of the Salesian motto: Live Jesus! May Jesus live and reign in our
hearts forever (St. Francis de Sales), Happy Feast of the Annunciation.

Live Jesus!
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