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Thank you from
the Headmaster
The power and value of an Oakham education has never
been more apparent than in these first few months of 2022.
Seeing Oakhamians of all ages throwing themselves back into
school life, taking advantage of all the opportunities available
to them, and enjoying time together with their friends has
been a delight and has reinforced the importance of face-toface teaching, of social contact and the liberating force of the
co-curriculum.

Gifts received

2,172
Donors

494
Total actions

5,530

Thanks to your generosity, we are welcoming more children
to Oakham School for whom an Oakham education might
otherwise be beyond their reach.
Education is a tool for change; it plays a crucial role in society.
I hope that in the years to come, we can continue to ensure
more pupils gain access to our outstanding education through
our bursary programme.
Thank you for your support and for being part of that change.
Quasi Cursores
Henry Price
Headmaster

Gift
amounts

Greatest Need Fund: 25%
Bursaries: 48%
Other: 27%

An Update from
the Oakham
School Foundation
Much like everyone else, 2020-21 was a turbulent year
for the Oakham School Foundation, with staff changes,
cancelled events, postponed campaigns and general
uncertainty about the world as we once knew it.
We at the Foundation, and the School as a whole, have been
very fortunate compared to many, and despite the chaos of
the last year, we have had an opportunity to reassess and
prepare for the future.
Our Telephone Campaign, originally scheduled for the
Summer of 2020, went ahead in August 2021, albeit in a
different manner than originally planned with all our callers
working remotely.
We quietly celebrated 20 Years of the Oakham School
Foundation in September 2020, and in 2021-22 the School is
celebrating both 50 Years of Co-Education and 20 Years of
the IB Diploma.

Telephone
Campaign 2021
The Telephone Campaign, originally planned for 2020 and
then postponed for obvious reasons, went ahead in August
2021. Recent Old Oakhamians had conversations with over 500
members of the Oakham School Community, past and present.
The callers chatted with OOs and current parents, explained the
School’s fundraising projects, swapped memories, and gained
valuable careers advice.
Old Oakhamian and caller James Fairweather (’21) said, “It was
interesting to hear about people’s experiences while studying
during the 60s and 70s, also hearing about aspects of the School
that hadn’t changed - some of the younger Old Oakhamians
even had the same teachers as I did! My communication skills
improved during the campaign and I found helping to raise
money for key projects and bursaries very rewarding.”
SpringBoard Bursaries was the focus of the fundraising
endeavours, and was supplemented by fundraising for the
Foundation Project Fund. The campaign was a success, ensuring
that our partnership with The Royal Children’s SpringBoard
Foundation continues to provide excellent educational
opportunities for pupils.
We also received many offers by parents and alumni to further
support the School by giving a careers talk, acting as a mentor
and offering work experience placements. Thank you to
everyone who was involved in this campaign.

Foundation
projects
Our smaller annual project fund made a return in 2021, with
three projects being selected and implemented. We received an
overwhelming response, with 20 innovative applications from
teaching and support staff, with special consideration being
given to projects which attempted to address an issue caused
by COVID restrictions.
The Music Department requested and received funding for new
recording equipment to film its huge selection of concerts which
it continued to provide throughout the year, despite severe
restrictions on gathering, both amongst the musicians and the
audience. The recording equipment means that all concerts
are now recorded, allowing parents, OOs and all members of
the Oakham School community an opportunity to watch the
exceptional talent on offer, even if they cannot make a trip in
person to the School.
The other two projects were both aimed at improving the
outdoor spaces around campus, as indoor mixing was severely
restricted. Outdoor basketball hoops, which can be moved to the
various courts around campus as needed, now mean that keen
basketball players can play outdoors during the Autumn, Spring
and Summer months. Interhouse basketball, usually played in
the indoor gyms, was played outside in September.
The other successful application was for garden and courtyard
furniture in the Bunny Guinness Garden and Richard Bull
Centre courtyard, two lovely outdoor spaces which have been
criminally underused. We hope to rectify this with some lovely
furniture to entice people to socialise outdoors.

More information about the Foundation Projects can be
found in the 2020-21 Oakhamian and Old Oakhamian
Magazine. A huge thank you to all parents who have
already offered their support. If you would like to help
fund one of this year’s projects, please get in touch with
The Development Office.

September 2021 marks 50 years since Oakham first
accepted girls into its hallowed halls; a momentous
occasion when 27 girls joined for the first time, walking
into a male-dominated environment and changing its
path irrevocably.
To mark the occasion, the OO Club welcomed back former
pupils from those halcyon days to celebrate, with a chapel
service, including hymn singing for the first time in 18
months, followed by afternoon tea on the Round House
Lawn, between Round House and College House – where
the first girls took up residence in those early few years.
During the chapel service, the Headmaster spoke about
the School’s history and Jonathan Stevens (’79) shared

Foundation
Societies Lunch
The Oakham School Foundation Annual Lunch saw members
of the 1584 Society and the Archdeacon Johnson Legacy Society
come together for the first time in two years, enjoying a lunch
inside the BAF Smith Pavilion followed by the First XV Rugby
and First XI Hockey fixtures – the first hosted at the School
since Winter Term 2019.
Peter Lawson (’60), President of the 1584 Society, reflected on
Oakham’s values, “The core values that make Oakham great are
the same as when I was here as a pupil in the 1950s. As a Trustee
of recent years, I have found that special Oakham spirit at the
heart of the School is unchanged today.”
Nick Priestnall (’69), in his first outing as the President of the
Archdeacon Johnson Legacy Society, delivered a thoughtprovoking talk about the growing importance of legacies and his
personal experience of working with them within the charity and
education sector, as well as sharing some of his memories of his
time spent in Chapmans and College House (image bottom right).
The Headmaster thanked all the donors for their continued
generosity and spoke about the importance of bursaries and the
Foundation’s supporters.

his thoughts and stories of when the School first became
co-educational, including some stories of his time spent in
Orchard Close while his father was Housemaster.
Headmaster Henry Price said: “This is a fantastic milestone
for Oakham School and our first event with the Old
Oakhamians was a great way to celebrate 50 years of
co-education.”
“Oakham’s deeply embedded co-educational ethos and
structure is one of the fundamental pillars of the School. It not
only allows girls and boys to live, work and grow up side by
side, but also to learn from each other whilst appreciating their
strengths and weaknesses, and enjoying each other’s company.”

