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Mission Statement

Intus si recte ne labora – if the heart is right, all will be well
Shrewsbury International School offers an inspirational English language education for carefully 
selected students, caring for them in an organisation committed to continuous improvement, 
and providing outstanding opportunities both in and out of the classroom. We recruit the finest 
teachers and staff, providing them with the resources to nurture outstanding students and 
exemplify the pioneering spirit and traditions of Shrewsbury School in the UK. From our Junior 
School students, enthusiastically developing their interests and passion for learning, to our 
exemplary Sixth Form leaders graduating to embark on careers at the world’s leading universities, 
Shrewsbury International School is established around its innovative, ambitious, dynamic 
international community.
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WELCOME TO THE SIXTH FORM

Dear Parents and Students

Here at Shrewsbury International School the Sixth Form experience is 
a holistic one where we create opportunities for you to develop and 
nurture your intellectual interests whilst preparing you successfully for 
the world beyond school.

As you enter the Sixth Form study programme, you will be immediately 
aware of the expectation for students to acquire and develop the 
motivation and skills required to learn independently. You will be 
given regular guidance and support to manage both your study and 
enrichment programmes in an effective way and you will work closely 
with your personal tutor who will monitor your academic progress and 
pastoral wellbeing. 

UNIVERSITY OF CHOICE

DEVELOP CHARACTER

DEVELOP INTERESTS

DEVELOP CURIOSITY

Higher 
Education

Sciences

- Maths
- Biology
- Physics
- Chemistry 
- Computer Science
- Futher Maths

Languages

- English Literature
- French
- Spanish 
- Japanese
- Mandarin

Creativity

- Art 
- Music Tech
- Design
- Drama

Liberal Arts

- Economics 
- Psychology
- Business 
- Geography 
- History 
- Physical Education

Reading the 
World Core 
Programme

Academic Enrichment 
Departmental Societies 
Darwin Lecture Series

Electives
	EPQ
	HSK
	IELTS

Co Curriculum
 - Sport - Music
 - Drama  - DoEIA

Leadership 
Outreach 
Teamwork

Higher Education
A key role of the Sixth Form team is to prepare you successfully for the transition to university 
and to help equip you for the competitive global environment thereafter. You will have access to 
a wide range of careers and higher education resources and will be supported in the application 
process by an award-winning, and highly experienced team of staff who have specialist 
knowledge of the UK, USA  and Thai university systems. They also have extensive experience of 
managing applications to many other countries, and their incredible knowledge of universities 
across the world allows them to guide students towards a range of courses that suit students’ 
own ambitions, interests and personalities. Indeed, their mantra is to find every student a range of 
university options that are the ‘right fit’ for them.

In addition to seminars and workshops for students and their parents that a run by the HE 
team themselves, representatives from many of the world’s leading universities visit the school 
each year to provide an insight into their campus and courses and how to process high quality 
applications.
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Enrichment and Leadership
Universities and global employers are increasingly focusing on the extensive skill base and 
leadership qualities that applicants illustrate. At Shrewsbury International School there are 
opportunities to become involved in a wide range of enrichment activities both inside and outside 
of school and this will allow you to demonstrate clear leadership skills. The extensive leadership 
programme includes leadership training and opportunities to put these new skills into action 
both within and outside of our community.  Our Sixth Formers are by definition, school leaders 
and are active role models for our younger students throughout the school. The School Prefects 
and The Sixth Form Executive meet with the School’s senior managers to represent The Student 
Voice’ and help to shape the development of the school and defines what makes Shrewsbury 
International School so special. In addition, we look to our Sixth Form students to give back to the 
community and become involved in the School’s many outreach activities.

Aspiration
Above all, the Sixth Form provides an intellectually challenging and stimulating environment that 
prepares students to meet the requirements and demands of both studying and competing at 
the very highest level on the world stage. The Academic Enrichment programme seeks to provide 
opportunities for subject disciplines to challenge and enrich students beyond the confines of the 
A Level syllabus, through a variety of societies and lectures, including the Darwin Lecture Series.

Wellbeing
Student wellbeing and happiness is key to the success here at Shrewsbury International school. 
Positive relationships with tutors and staff are created through small class sizes and every student 
is appreciated as an individual. The wellbeing team and school counsellor are additional layers of 
support available to students. Sixth Form socials, both formal and informal, allow for the creation 
of a vibrant, supportive community in which our students are able to thrive.  

Environment and Facilities
Named after former Principal, Stephen Holroyd, and designed with input from the students 
themselves, the brand new purpose-designed Sixth Form Commons, provides over 4,000sqm 
of meeting, study and recreational space for our A level students. It is a state of the art learning 
environment that facilitates both independent and collaborative learning styles, and ‘space to 
think’ in every sense. 

Occupying the top floors of the Innovation Building and enjoying wide views of both the city and 
river, the Sixth Form Commons is the perfect environment to complete a Shrewsbury eduction, 
and to hone a range of leadership and soft skills that allow students to thrive at university and 
beyond,

We know that once our students leave school, they need to be equipped to adapt. Universities 
now expect students to work in a more agile way, holding them responsible for choosing work 
zones that best suit the task they have in hand. The Shrewsbury Sixth-Form space is designed to 
introduce students to new ways of working and encourage them to be the driving force behind 
their study.

Therefore, the new Sixth-Form Centre provides classrooms, breakout and collaboration rooms, 
offices relating to Sixth-Form student support, Higher Education support, a café, separate study 
areas and a general social space. 
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Some of the key features include:

 � An extensive library is devoted to Higher Education and careers guidance as well as a regularly 
updated A-Level subject support section. 

 � A specially designed common room with kitchen facilities and outside balconies offering 
captivating views of the Chao Phraya River, provides for a comfortable social area for students 
to relax during break times and at the end of the school day. 

 � Dedicated seminar rooms have been designed in the ‘Harkness’ style, to support the ‘Reading 
the World’ programme, Shrewsbury’s unique critical thinking course, which helps to prepare all 
students for the demanding learning styles encountered at university.

Neil Cornforth
Head of Sixth Form
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A GUIDE TO SIXTH FORM STUDY

What are AS and A-Levels?
AS and A-Levels are British qualifications taken when students are normally aged 16-18 before 
they go to university. AS stands for Advanced Subsidiary. An AS-Level is a qualification normally 
obtained after a one-year course. It constitutes the first half of an A-Level course, but is a 
qualification in its own right.

A stands for Advanced. An A-Level is a qualification normally obtained after two years of study. 
Modules studied in the second year of A-Level study are referred to as A2 modules. Normally 
three good grades at A-Level are required for university, although four A-Levels will increase 
the likelihood of a student gaining entry to a top university or a course for which there is a high 
demand. A* grades are necessary for the very best universities.

Are AS and A-Levels suitable for me?
A-Levels are a “gold standard” qualification, recognised around the world and currency for entry 
into major universities or employment. You will need to study very hard for two years. A-Level 
courses are best suited to students with an academic focus.

What will I need to start the course?
You will normally need to have passed, with a grade B or above (6/7/8/9), at least six subjects, 
excluding Thai, at IGCSE extended level, or equivalent. We would normally expect two of 
those subjects to be Mathematics and English. You will also need to satisfy the individual entry 
requirements for subjects you wish to study at A-Level; an A grade or above (7/8/9) at IGCSE 
would indicate that you are probably suitable for an A-Level course in that subject. It is sometimes 
possible to take an A-Level in a subject where you obtained a B grade at IGCSE but you should 
seek advice before selecting such subjects. Alternatively, the school can arrange entry tests to 
assess your suitability to begin a course. In some cases it is possible to begin an A-Level course 
with no previous experience, although discussion would need to take place before this happens. 

How many A-Levels should I take?
At Shrewsbury International School we would normally expect students to start with four subjects 
and continue three or four to A-Level standard. At the beginning of Year 13, students have 
conversations with their Higher Education advisor and their tutor to discuss whether releasing a 
subject is in their best interests. 

What combination of subjects should I take?
It is vital that you choose your subjects with care. Talk to your parents and teachers about the 
courses you are interested in. Talk to students already studying for A-Levels about the subjects. 
Read this booklet carefully. Think about your future plans. There are common combinations of 
subjects, that often complement each other, and the option blocks from which you choose will 
have been based around these. Find out as much as you can.
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How much time is devoted to each subject?
Each subject receives 11 periods, each of 55 minutes, of curriculum time within a 10-day cycle. You 
will also be expected to spend considerable time outside of lessons on set homework and private 
study.

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3 OPTION 4 OPTION 5

Further Mathematics Biology Chemistry Physics Mathematics

Art Design Technology Music Psychology History

Economics English Computer Science Japanese

Geography Business Studies Drama French

Spanish Mandarin Economics Physical Education

Computer Science Computer Science

Above is an example of how the option blocks may look. The final blocks may be adjusted once all 
students have made their choices. You must choose one subject from four different blocks. 

If you have any problems with your option choices please see Mr. Groves. Additional areas of 
study and opportunities will include:

Sixth Form Studies, English Programme (including International English Language Testing System 
(IELTS) where appropriate), Extended Project Qualification (EPQ), Physical Education (PE) and 
Reading the World. 

Who do I contact for more information about the A-Level curriculum?
Mr Robert Groves, Assistant Principal (Academic), at robert.g@shrewsbury.ac.th
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SHAPE OF THE DAY

At Shrewsbury we work on a 10-day timetable cycle. Day 1 falls every other Monday throughout 
the academic year. The day starts with a morning registration where students meet in their Form 
room with their Form Tutor. There are four lessons in the morning each of 55 minutes. Afternoon 
registration for Seniors is just prior to lunch. There are two more lessons in the afternoon and a 
short break before the You-Time and Excellence programmes begin.

Typical Science Timetable 
This timetable is for a student studying Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry and Physics. As well as 
these A level choices the timetable shows how Reading the World and IELTS fit into the schedule.
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1 Biology Biology Chemistry IELTS Maths Physics

2 Chemistry Reading 
the World Physics Maths IELTS

3 Chemistry Maths Biology Private 
Study Biology

4 Chemistry Maths Physics Biology Private Study

5 IELTS Maths Biology Chemistry Chemistry Physics

6 Maths Biology Physics Private Study

7 Maths Reading 
the World Chemistry Physics

8 Biology Physics Private Study Maths

9 IELTS Biology Maths Chemistry Chemistry Physics

10 Reading 
the World Chemistry Physics Tutorial Biology Biology 
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Typical Humanities Timetable 
This timetable is for a student studying English, French, History and Geography along with 
Reading the World. Private Study periods are normally spent in the Sixth Form Centre or in the 
Senior Library.
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1 English English Geography IELTS History French

2 Geography Reading the 
World French History Private 

Study

3 Private Study Geography English Private History

4 Reading the 
World History French English Private Study

5 Geography History English Private 
Study

Private 
Study French

6 History English French Geography

7 History Geography Private Study French

8 English French Geography History

9 French English History Geography Private 
Study English

10 Geography Private 
Study French Tutorial English
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READING THE WORLD

This is a compulsory but non-examined course which is completed in 
addition to A level subjects

What is Reading the World? 
Reading the World is a two-year Humanities course taken by all Sixth Formers. It is 
interdisciplinary in nature with students reading and analysing documents from several subject 
areas, including current affairs; literary texts; history; scientific debates; modern languages; 
economics and questions of personal and cultural identity. The course is taught via the Harkness 
teaching and learning pedagogy - a student centred system based on class discussions. Students 
are therefore exposed to the discussion based and critical thinking environment employed 
in a university setting. Through discussions around the Harkness table, essays, speeches and 
independent research projects, the groundwork is laid for students to excel in their chosen field 
and become engaged and active participants in global affairs. Irrespective of their course of 
study, Reading the World will teach and reinforce the skills necessary to: 

 � excel in your chosen A-Level courses; 

 � strengthen university applications and interviews; 

 � vigorously engage in the academic opportunities at your chosen university; 

 � engage actively in global affairs.

How will the course help me?
Reading the World has been designed to aid you in excelling in your chosen university and career 
goals whether you are reading in the Humanities, Sciences, or Arts. At the end of the two years in 
Reading the World, you will be a better creative and critical thinker, an independent reader, and 
a more comfortable and confident participant in classroom discussions. These skills will prove 
invaluable wherever you choose to study, and will be a useful lifelong tool.

What will I learn? 
In the Reading the World classroom, we use the “Harkness Method” of teaching where you are 
asked to take part of the responsibility for your own education. Seated at a large, oval table with 
your classmates and teachers, you will be asked to engage in lively and regular discussion and 
debate across a range of subjects. 

At the heart of the course are five essential skills: persuasive writing; critical reading and thinking; 
dynamic discussion, and confident presentation of yourself.
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In Year 12, you will:

 � write personal, reflective and analytical 
essays;

 � evaluate arguments in reporting on a 
current event; 

 � research and participate in a structured 
debate;

 � write and present a 5-7 minute speech;

 � read and critically analyse a book from the 
A-Level Recommended Reading List.

In Year 13 you will:

 � write a critical research essay based on summer reading and research; 

 � extend critical thinking skills in evaluating current events;

 � have the option of doing an independent research project.

Who do I contact for further information? 

Dr. Maxine Clarke, Director of the Reading the World Programme, at maxine.c@shrewsbury.ac.th 
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IELTS - ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAMME

What is IELTS?

“The International English Language Testing System (IELTS) is 
the world’s most popular English language proficiency test for 
higher education” 

– British Council).

IELTS develops in students a high level of academic English and we encourage students to gain 
this qualification. It is highly likely that a student will be required to provide an IELTS qualification 
for at least one of the universities in their application portfolio; many British Universities require 
an IELTS qualification rather than English at GCSE level. Similarly, students applying to the US will 
almost certainly need to provide additional proof of their English language proficiency, even if 
they have a high-grade pass in English at GCSE. 

You will not need to study IELTS : 

 � If you are a UK passport holder applying to the UK and you have a GCSE in English as a First 
Language. *

 � If you are a US/UK/Australian etc., passport holder applying to a US university, and your first 
language is English.*

 � If you are an Australian passport holder applying to Australian universities and you are 
studying ‘A’ level English. *

* US/UK/Australian etc., passport holders whose first language is not English will need an IELTS 
qualification before they are allowed to enter the United States. 

* Australian passport holders applying to Australian universities are required to show proof of 
language proficiency and will need an IELTS qualification.

* Students applying to study on Foundation courses in the UK can study the IELTS course at 
school, but will need to take the IELTS UKVI test.

IELTS at Shrewsbury
Students in Year 12 study 4 lessons of IELTS per cycle. The length of time that you follow the 
course depends on your ability, but at least a full year’s study is generally expected in Year 12. Be 
warned that, compared to IGCSE examinations, the linguistic demands of IELTS (Academic) are 
considerable: reading, writing and some listening tasks are particularly challenging.

The maximum band score possible at IELTS is level 9, which requires fluency in speech and 
coherence in writing at native speaker level. For direct entry to undergraduate programmes, most 
universities will require an overall IELTS (Academic) score of 6.5; however many elite universities 
ask for higher grades. Therefore, it is best to begin the course at the start of Year 12 to give 
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yourself plenty of time to reach the required standards. 

Final IELTS (Academic) examinations are usually held at Shrewsbury at the end of Term 2. The 
IELTS qualification remains valid for two years.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr. Philip Pethybridge, Director of EAL, philip.p2@shrewsbury.ac.th
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ)

This is an optional course in addition to A level subjects

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel. 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-project-qualification/ 
 level-3.html 

What is an EPQ?
An Extended Project Qualification is a qualification which is offered to students at A level 
standard (known as Level 3), graded A* to E, and is worth one half of the UCAS points of a full A 
level. An EPQ is an independent research project which involves writing an essay of 5000 words, 
or creating a product, which might be anything from an art object to an iPhone app.

Is this a suitable option for me?
EPQ is suitable for all students, of all academic abilities, in Year 12.

The Extended Project qualification allows you to develop your interests in a particular topic, 
experience or skill. It is for students who are interested in problem-solving, designing, managing 
and realising projects. You should enjoy taking responsibility for your own learning showing 
initiative, creativity and enterprise.

To succeed in the EPQ you will have to display the following qualities:

 � Be able to manage your time effectively to complete a project to a high standard.

 � Be self-motivated, determined and committed to extending your skills.

 � Enjoy working independently and with others demonstrating self-reliance and teamwork.

 � Above all, you will have a passion for learning, a desire to develop your skills and enjoy a 
challenge!

How will the course help me?
 � An extended project can help students to develop and demonstrate a range of valuable 

skills through pursuing their interest and investigating topics in more depth. The EPQ holds 
numerous benefits such as:

 � Giving you a wide range of transferable skills.

 � Preparing you for higher education, for example, life at university.

 � Allowing you to demonstrate creativity, initiative, motivation and commitment.
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 � Adding something extra to your application, as part of your CV or personal statement.

What will I learn?
There will be taught sessions, building from your Reading the World studies, to help you develop 
the range of skills needed for the Extended Project: The qualification will enable learners to:

 � Develop and improve their own learning and performance as critical, reflective and 
independent learners.

 � Develop and apply decision-making, and where appropriate, problem-solving skills.

 � Extend their planning, research, critical thinking, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and 
presentation skills.

 � Use their learning experiences to support their personal aspirations for further education and 
/or career development.

 � Have significant input to the choice and design of their project and take responsibility for an 
individual or defined task within a group project.

How long will the course take?
Generally, the whole process, from start to finish, takes about 120 hours. Of that 120 hours, 30 
hours are contact time with teachers/supervisors. There is no set time limit for doing an EPQ, 
but most students use the summer vacation at the end of Year 12 to do further research and then 
complete the project in the early part of Year 13.

What is the structure of the qualification?
The qualification consists of four units, one of which should be selected. All are equally weighted. 
All units are internally assessed. Learners cannot select more than one unit:

Unit 1  Dissertation
Unit 2 Investigation/ Field Study
Unit 3 Performance
Unit 4 Artefact

How is the qualification assessed?
The project can be a written, illustrated dissertation, or a statistically analysed investigation/
field study, or a performance, or an artefact, a computer programme, composition, poem, film, 
exhibition, business plan, teaching scheme – in fact anything!

Currently students are required to follow the Unit 1 dissertation option. Final assessment is in the 
form of an oral presentation, which is assessed just before the final project is submitted at the end 
of Term 1 in Year 13.

Who do I contact for further information ?
Mr. Christopher Langridge. EPQ Coordinator, Christopher.l@shrewsbury.ac.th



Key Stage 5 (A Level)
Curriculum Guide 2022-24

19

ART & DESIGN

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

If you enjoy Art and would like to be involved in one of the fastest growing sectors in the global 
economy, this is the option for you! The creative industries offer a wide range of careers that 
require an essential skill set, which can be honed through studying an A Level Art and Design 
qualification. 

This A Level develops your awareness of ideas, materials, and processes associated with all 
creative professions, such as Painting, Sculpting, Teaching, Architecture, Graphic Design, Web 
Design, Ceramics (Artist or Designer), Fashion Design, Furniture Design, Jewellery Design, Interior 
Architecture, Product Design, Media, Film, Animation, Illustration, Advertising, Marketing, Theatre 
Set Design, Antiques and Auctioneering, Art Historian to name a few. We strongly recommend 
this course for students who are interested in and have an aptitude for Art or wish to continue 
with the study of Art and Design at university level. 

How will this course help me?
Art and design education gives you the opportunity to perceive and understand the world in 
a visual context, through forming your own opinions and using critical thinking skills to seek 
alternate solutions to problems. The course helps you to build confidence in expressing yourself 
visually, verbally and in writing, which prepares you for university life and beyond. 

Art draws from and reflects your personal interests and experience. Especially when studied 
alongside other subjects. The stimulus for a piece of artwork may, for example, come from a poem 
or a novel studied in English Literature, or a period of time studied in History or even studying 
complex microscopic organisms in Biology. Likewise, projects on pattern design can be drawn 
from the knowledge gained from a mathematics study. 

If you wish to pursue a career in the arts you may also study complementary AS/A-Levels such as 
History, Drama/Theatre Studies and Modern Languages. Or you may undertake a combination of 
options, such as Art, Science, Mathematics and Design & Technology to provide entry into fields 
such as Architecture, Engineering and Product Design. Art and Design taken with Design and 
Technology would be an excellent combination if you would like to pursue a career in any aspect 
of the Design Industry.

Students wishing to enter the creative industries or professions will usually need an A-Level 
qualification to gain entry to degree courses in more specialist areas of Art and Design. 
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What will I need to start the course?
You are likely to have passed IGCSE Art at least B grade or have a strong art portfolio. It 
is important that you are interested in visiting galleries, developing a critical awareness of 
art, exploring and developing creative ideas, making art works and that you like to work 
independently. If you have not taken the IGCSE course and wish to take the A-Level, you must be 
able to demonstrate that you have good drawing skills and be able to show at least one recent 
sketch book, which shows your personal interests and ability in Art. Students who do not already 
keep some sort of sketchbook are unlikely candidates for success at A-Level.

What will I learn?
Through studying Art you will learn and develop a wide variety of skills, which are transferable 
and can be used in a variety of career pathways. The course is designed to increase your 
knowledge of materials, practices and technology within art and in a wider context. Working in a 
range of painting media, textiles, print, 3-D/ceramics, digital photography and imaging, you will 
develop personal and practical work based on themes and suggestions made by your teachers. 

During the course you will develop the following: 

 � imaginative and creative skills; 

 � experimental and exploratory skills; 

 � analytical and documenting skills; 

 � independent thinking and problem–
solving skills;

 � research and critical analysis skills;

 � use of appropriate academic language;

 � knowledge and understanding about 
the place of art, craft and design both in 
history and in contemporary society; 

 � Working independently will help you to 
become self reliant and develop your 
ability to express your ideas and opinions 
confidently and in a mature manner. 

Course outline
Most of the work for this syllabus is of a practical nature or studio based so that you can develop 
your abilities of observation and analysis of the visual world, sensitivity, skill, personal expression 
and imagination. However, you should also learn to relate your skills to an enhanced knowledge 
of Art, of your own culture and others, past and present, as well as an appreciation of practical 
design problems. 

Candidates for AS-Level – Year 12:

Component 1 – Coursework - September to January

Students work on one in-depth coursework project. The intention of this component is to allow 
candidates to pursue a field of study in research, development and realisation in depth. Emphasis 
is placed on the development of ideas and the use of media and techniques. The candidates also 
produce a final piece of artwork based on their chosen theme. One of the aims at this level is for 
students to become more independent in their thinking. 

Component 2 – Controlled Test - January to March

This component is concerned with developing the candidate’s response to a theme or a subject 
and encourages the process of direct observation from primary sources, recording, analysis 
and two or three dimensional development. The candidate will choose one stimulus from the 
examination paper from which to make studies in any suitable medium, developing a person 
sequence of work which leads to a final Artwork. This can be in any form and in any medium, 
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including painting, sculpture, photography, digital art, video. Candidates are given 15 supervised 
hours in which to make a final piece of work.

Candidates for A-Level – Year 13:

Component 3 – Coursework - September to March

The intention of this component is to allow candidates to develop a personal investigation, 
leading to a series of final outcomes. Students are encouraged to choose and develop a theme 
independently. Emphasis is placed on the resolution of final pieces through continual reflection 
using critical analysis and use of academic language. Candidates need to demonstrate their ability 
to explore and develop ideas through selecting appropriate processes and techniques during their 
investigations, which should be underpinned by academic reading and research of artists and the 
art world. The presentation of the written study may take any format that is appropriate but not 
exceeding A2 in size. It can be a combination of practical and written work, equivalent to 1,500 
words. An introduction, conclusion and bibliography are expected to be included in each type of 
presentation.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Sebastian Brimsted, Head of Art, at sebastian.m@shrewsbury.ac.th
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BIOLOGY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
If you have an interest in studying living organisms, especially humans, laboratory work and 
exploring the new areas of genetic engineering and biotechnology then this could be the course 
for you. For some professions such as healthcare and environmental biology then it is essential. 
Some students take Biology as one of a group of science subjects whilst others find that it 
complements arts based subjects too.

How will this course help me?
Many students go on to further their biology studies to degree level, following courses in biology, 
environmental science, physiotherapy, medicine, dentistry, nursing, psychology or pharmacy. 
Other employment areas include teaching, land management, catering or biotechnology.

What will I need to start the course?
Biology International AS and A-Level is designed for students who have completed IGCSE 
Co-ordinated Science or its equivalent and achieved grade BB or above. You will need to be 
comfortable handling and interpreting data, and understanding the structure of molecules. 
Therefore, you should have achieved at least B grade passes in both Chemistry and Mathematics. 

What will I learn?
The course is taught by two specialist teachers. In the first year – International AS-Level - in the 
following areas. 

The AS topics covered include;

Term One

 � Route 1: Cells, membranes, transport and cell division. This includes the ultra structure of the 
cell, details of the structure and functioning of the cell membrane and mitosis in cells. Much 
of the work is practical based, developing microscope skills. 

 � Route 2: Biological molecules and enzymes. This includes the detailed structure of common 
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biological molecules with emphasis on their roles in living orgasms. Enzymes are looked at 
in relation to their essential role in all chemical reactions and how metabolic pathways are 
regulated in biology.

Terms Two and Three

 � Route 1: Genetic control, infectious diseases and immunity. This includes the role of DNA 
as the basis of life, after which an in depth study is carried out into infectious diseases 
worldwide as well as our immune system and how it combats pathogens.

 � Route 2: Transport and gas exchange. This looks at transport systems in both plants and 
mammals as well as gas exchange in mammals and various lung diseases including lung 
cancer, emphysema and bronchitis.

The AS course is assessed in three ways;

 � Paper 1: 40 multiple choice questions making up 31% of the AS grade

 � Paper 2: Structured questions making up 46% of the AS grade.

 � Paper 3: Advanced practical skills which will include both microscope work and other 
practical skills learnt during the year. This makes up 23% of the AS grade.

In the second year – International A-Level (or A2) - the course is again taught by two specialist 
Biology teachers.

 � The A2 topics covered include; Respiration, photosynthesis, homeostasis, co-ordination 
genetics and evolution, ecology and conservation, gene technology and biotechnology. The 
course includes a compulsory 3 day field trip in Thailand. 

 � The A2 course is assessed in two separate examinations, both of which include synoptic 
questions.

 � Paper 4 Structured questions and a longer essay style question making up 38.5% of the A2 
grade

 � Paper 5 Structured questions based on practical skills learned over the entire course making 
up 11.5% of the A2 grade.

Who do I contact for further information?
Ms Lynda Sharp, Head of Biology, at lynda.s@shrewsbury.ac.th . 
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BUSINESS 

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 International A level. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
  edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
Consider the following questions.

 � Is a ‘Starbucks on every corner’ too much?

 � Are foreign multinational companies beneficial to the host country?

 � What motivates employees to increase productivity?

 � How does Google recruit the best employees?

 � How can financial information be used to analyse the performance of a business?

If these and similar questions interest you, you should consider undertaking Business. 

How will the course help me?
As a social science the course is of value to students from both Humanities and Science 
backgrounds, and combines well with most other AS and A-Levels, particularly, Economics, 
Mathematics and IT. It supports careers in management, marketing, the media, industry and 
finance, banking and international affairs. 

What will I need to start the course?
It is not essential to have studied Business Studies at IGCSE but you must have achieved a 
minimum of a grade B at IGCSE (or equivalent) in Mathematics and English. If you have studied 
Business Studies at IGCSE level, you will also need to have achieved a minimum of a grade B. 

What will I learn?
The subject aims to develop a holistic understanding of contemporary business organisations and 
the competitive environment in which they operate. Alongside a plethora of business theories 
students are taught quantitative skills to enhance their data handling. This knowledge is taught 
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through contemporary case studies and applied to current affairs. A fundamental component of 
our teaching is the development of our students analytical and evaluative writing skills.

The syllabus is made of four units in each students will investigate different types and sizes of 
organisation in various business sectors and environments, and in local, national and global 
contexts.

 � Unit 1 - Marketing and People. In this unit, students are introduced to the market, explore 
the marketing and people functions and investigate entrepreneurs and business start-ups. 
This unit enables students to understand how businesses identify opportunities and to 
explore how businesses focus on developing a competitive advantage through interacting 
with customers. Students develop an understanding of how businesses need to adapt their 
marketing to operate in a dynamic business environment. It also considers people, exploring 
how businesses recruit, train, organise and motivate employees, as well as the role of 
enterprising individuals and leaders. 

 � Unit 2 - Managing business activities In this unit, students explore the finance and operations 
functions, and investigate external influences on business. This unit enables students 
to develop an understanding of raising and managing finance, and measuring business 
performance. It outlines the importance of using resources efficiently within a business 
to ensure that goods or services can be delivered effectively and efficiently, and to a high 
quality. Students also consider the external influences that have an impact on businesses, 
including economic and legal factors.

 � Unit 3 - Business decisions and strategy. In this unit, students develop their understanding 
of the concepts introduced in Units 1 and 2, and explore influences on business strategy 
and decision making. This unit moves from functions to strategy, enabling students to 
develop their understanding of the core concepts and to take a strategic view of business 
opportunities and issues. Students analyse corporate objectives and strategy against 
financial and non-financial performance measures and how businesses grow, and develop 
an understanding of the impact of external influences. The unit also covers the causes and 
effects of change and how businesses mitigate risk and uncertainty.

 � Unit 4 - Global business. In this unit, students develop their understanding of the concepts 
introduced in Units 1, 2 and 3, and explore business activity in a global context. Students 
investigate businesses that trade on a global scale and explore their reasons for doing so. 
Students develop an understanding of the globally competitive environment and consider 
the ethical and moral dimensions of global business activities.

Assessment

The International Advanced Level is made up of four examinations that correspond to the four 
units outlined above. Each examination paper is worth eighty marks and two hours in length, they 
contain a variety of short answer and essay questions based on different case studies. 

 � Units 1 and 2 are examined at the end of year twelve and can be retaken in year thirteen. 
Each examination is worth fifty percent of the AS level and twenty five percent of the 
International Advanced Level. 

 � Units 3 and 4 are taken at the end of year thirteen. Each paper is worth twenty five percent 
of the International Advanced Level. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr James Cullen, Head of Business, at james.c3@shewsbury.ac.th 
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CHEMISTRY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 International A level. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
  edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
This qualification is suitable for students who:

 � are interested in and enjoy Chemistry

 � have the capacity to use imaginative, logical and critical thinking to solve problems

 � are keen to understand the role of Chemistry in their lives, past, present and future

 � want to use Chemistry as a basis for further studies

How will the course help me?
Qualifications in chemistry open up careers in many different fields.  Chemistry is a requirement 
for those wishing to study medicine and other courses such as pharmacy.  If a research based 
career is your goal, for example in pharmaceuticals, fuels or cosmetics, then again chemistry is 
a mandatory requirement.  A good background in chemistry will also stand you in good stead if 
you choose to study engineering or the exciting and rapidly evolving areas of nanotechnology 
or biotechnology.  In tomorrow’s modern society, individuals who have a scientific background, 
combined with other qualifications, will find employment as, for example, patent lawyers or in 
international business management.   Furthermore, the development of the enquiring mind that 
is a necessity for A level Chemistry is looked on favourably for degree courses in many other 
subjects.

What will I need to start the course?
The Edexcel International Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Level Chemistry courses build on 
the knowledge, understanding and skills encountered at IGCSE level. As such, a pass at Grade 
A or above in IGCSE Chemistry or a Grade AA in IGCSE Co-ordinated Science (Dual Award) is 
recommended.

The ability to communicate effectively is an essential element of the course and, consequently, 
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competence in English is important. In addition, students with a good background in mathematics 
will find this helpful with certain aspects of the course. There is, of course, some overlap between 
Chemistry and both Physics and Biology, which means that there are advantages in studying a 
combination of these subjects.

What will I learn?
The following units make up the Advanced Level qualification:

International AS Level

 � Formulae, Equations and Amount of Substance

 � Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table

 � Bonding and Structure

 � Introductory Organic Chemistry and Alkanes

 � Alkenes

 � Energetics

 � Intermolecular Forces

 � Redox Chemistry and Groups 1, 2 and 7

 � Introduction to Kinetics and Equilibria

 � Organic Chemistry: Halogenoalkanes, Alcohols and Spectra

International A2 Level

 � Kinetics

 � Entropy and Energetics

 � Chemical Equilibria

 � Acid-base Equilibria

 � Organic Chemistry: Carbonyls, Carboxylic Acids and Chirality

 � Redox Equilibria

 � Transition Metals and their Chemistry

 � Organic Chemistry – Arenes

 � Organic Nitrogen Compounds: Amines, Amides, Amino Acids and Proteins

 � Organic Synthesis
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Assessment
The course is assessed externally with examinations in May/June. Assessment for the AS course 
consists of three examinations:

 � Unit 1:  Structure, Bonding and Introduction to Organic Chemistry (1 hour 30 minutes)

 � Unit 2:  Energetics, Group Chemistry, Halogenoalkanes and Alcohols (1 hour 30 minutes)

 � Unit 3:  Practical Skills in Chemistry (1 hour 20 minutes)

Students entering for the A2 level examination sit a further three papers at the end of Year 13:

 � Unit 4:  Rates, Equilibria and Further Organic Chemistry (1 hour 45 minutes)

 � Unit 5:  Transition Metals and Organic Nitrogen Chemistry (1 hour 45 minutes)

 � Unit 6:  Practical Skills in Chemistry (II) (1 hour 20 minutes).

Specification content will be related to aspects of Chemistry that are often in the media and 
affect the life of the students. We are aiming to produce well-educated students who have an 
informed viewpoint on many different aspects of contemporary life, including, but not restricted 
to, areas such as climate change, green chemistry, pharmaceuticals and chemical research. To 
that end we expect students to keep up to date with the latest developments in Chemistry by 
reading current (and archived) journals and subscribing to science podcasts. Students have the 
opportunity to stretch themselves beyond the curriculum by participating in various challenges 
such as the Chemistry Olympiad..

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Ben Albery, Head of Chemistry, at benjamin.a@shrewsbury.ac.th 



Key Stage 5 (A Level)
Curriculum Guide 2022-24

29

COMPUTER SCIENCE

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this course suitable for me?
This course is suitable for anyone who would like to develop an understanding of the fundamental 
principles of Computer Science and how computer programs work in a range of contexts. 

This course will help students develop a range of skills such as problem-solving, thinking 
creatively and logically as well as help them develop their analytical skills. They will also be able to 
appreciate the ethical issues that arise with current and emerging computing technologies.

The skills acquired through study for the AS and A Level Computer Science will provide a useful 
foundation for further study of Computer Science but will also support further study in most 
subject areas and are highly valued by higher education institutions and employers.

The course will be assessed through four written exams.

How will the course help me?
This course will provide a general understanding and perspective of the development of computer 
technology and computer systems through a range of theoretical and practical components.

Computer Science offers a wide range of employment and higher education opportunities in 
areas such as computing, software development or systems engineering, but also provides a good 
grounding for much wider opportunities on degree courses such as multimedia, virtual reality, 
computer animation and interactive computer entertainment.

What will I need to start the course?
 � You must have studied Computer Science at IGCSE level or obtain a grade 6 or above in 

IGCSE Mathematics.

 � A passion and interest in programming, logic and problem-solving is important, as well as a 
curiosity in the functions and capability of computers.

 � It is strongly recommended that students some experience of programming before starting 
the course.
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What will I learn?
As well as having the opportunity to access practical applications of Computing in the 
‘algorithm design and programming unit, students will also study topics including information 
representation, communication and Internet technologies, hardware, software development and 
relational database modelling.

This course will enable students to:

 � develop computational thinking

 � develop an understanding of the main principles of solving problems using computers

 � develop an understanding that every computer system is made up of subsystems, which in 
turn consist of further subsystems

 � develop an understanding of the component parts of computer systems and how they 
interrelate, including software, data, hardware, communications and people 

 � acquire the skills necessary to apply this understanding to develop computer-based solutions 
to problems.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr David Lynn, Head of Computing at david.l2@shrewsbury.ac.th
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY: PRODUCT DESIGN

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Standard A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-a-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations. Final examinations at end of Y13.

Is this a suitable option for me?
This course is suitable for any student who has enjoyed their previous Design Technology studies 
and has interest and ability in design in its broadest sense. The word ‘design’ is often misused or 
misunderstood, but can be seen here as a combination of solving practical problems in creative 
and innovative ways using the sensitive application of science, mathematics and the arts. Anyone 
with flair in these areas will benefit greatly from the course, although imagination, originality, 
enthusiasm and a determination to see projects completed successfully are also essential assets.

How will the course help me?
Design Technology: Product Design is a subject that combines well with a host of other subjects 
at this level - particularly with creative and scientific subjects - and is useful in a wide variety of 
career and higher education opportunities, particularly those in architecture, engineering and 
design. The completion of the course can also provide the relevant experience and knowledge 
needed to enter into a career where a great deal of emphasis is placed upon creativity and 
imagination.

Students with A level Design Technology: Product Design qualifications could look forward to 
studying in the following areas:

 � Industrial Design

 � Product Design

 � Engineering

 � Graphic Design

 � Theatre Design

 � Architecture 

 � Fashion Design 

 � Textile Design

 � Jewellery Design

What will I need to start the course?
Obviously, success at IGCSE Design Technology (Resistant Materials or Graphic Products) will 
provide a good foundation for this course, and it is expected that the student achieved at least 
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a ‘B’ grade in this subject – in fact, I would advise any student who scored below that grade that 
this ’A’ Level would definitely be too demanding for them. All students who tackle the course will, 
however, need to be able to show that they have some well developed skills in design, problem 
solving and CAD/CAM, as well as having enough practical ability to realise their ideas; they should 
also be comfortable with the physical sciences and have sound mathematical ability.

It has also become increasingly obvious that the use of a ‘tablet’ (most commonly an iPad 
complete with an Apple Pencil) is an essential tool to complete some of the more precise aspects 
of design drawings covered in the course

If you have not studied Design Technology at IGCSE level but are keen to study the subject at 
this level (which is possible, but very demanding), it is essential to bring along some examples 
of previous design work, practical work, or other relevant work that highlights the best of your 
abilities in related areas.

What will I learn?
The course encourages innovation, takes account of the varied interests of the students and 
enables them to learn about product design in the real world. As well as acquiring knowledge 
of design methods, experience of materials and techniques, and awareness of technological 
concepts, students will also develop their awareness of the social implications of design and 
technology. They shall increase their perceptual sensitivity, aesthetic judgement and the ability to 
design functionally for a variety of situations. Specifically students shall:

 � Broaden their studies in product design and become discerning consumers able to make 
informed choices. 

 � Improve their knowledge and understanding of products and how they are designed and 
manufactured. 

 � Continue to develop their skills as product designers.

 � Understand the influences of the processes and products of design and technology from a 
historical perspective and in current practice. 

 � Form links with the commercial and industrial world. 

 � Use ICT (with a growing emphasis on CAD/CAM,  use of tablet-based design software, and 
3D printing) to enhance their design capabilities. 

Design Technology: Product Design is, in essence, a practical subject; the problems that we tackle 
are solved by the analysing, designing and making of products. Please note that the new linear A 
level is a two year course only, with no AS award at the end of the Year 12. Any student who feels 
that there is a possibility of dropping a subject at the end of Year 12, due to the pressure of taking 
4 A Levels for example, should avoid this course, as they will not receive any certification despite 
completing half of the course. The internally assessed coursework project in Year 13 counts for 
50% of the student’s final A2 grade, with the theory paper accounting for the other 50%. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Holloway, Director of Design Technology, at mark.h@shrewsbury.ac.th
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Standard A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-a-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations. Final examinations at end of Y13.

Is this a suitable option for me?
If you are passionate about the Performing Arts and want to gain a deeper understanding of how 
theatre works, this A Level course will give you the opportunity to be a performer, theatre maker 
and active audience member.

Much of your time on this course will be spent working practically with others, but you will 
also need to spend time working as an individual, researching material and putting your 
knowledge and understanding down on paper. You must be prepared to put in your own time, 
whether watching theatre productions, carrying out research, learning lines or rehearsing for 
performances.

Please note the coursework requirement of the course is extremely challenging, requiring you 
write with considerable analytical depth, drawing from a range of influences and considering 
practitioners’ ideas and theatrical strategies. 

How will the course help me?
The Drama and Theatre A-Level will lead to numerous opportunities for students, who are 
regarded highly for their creative thinking and leadership skills, management abilities and mind-
set. This course would complement a range of career paths, especially ones where creative 
outlook, a collaborative approach and outstanding organisational subjects are needed, not just in 
the Performing Arts industry.

What will I need to start the course?
It is ideal to have taken Drama at GCSE level but not essential if you have performance experience 
in other forms and are confident with academic writing. The course demands practical, creative 
and communication skills in almost equal measure and requires the student to demonstrate a 
proficient level of English. You need to have a passion to progress, be willing to work as a team, 
thrive on challenges and be highly self-motivated.
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What will I learn?
You will have opportunities to develop your creative and performance skills as both a performer 
and theatre designer. You will also be required to write about Drama and to develop your analysis 
and evaluation skills to become an informed critic. You will work with professionals from the 
industry throughout the two years who will introduce new techniques and develop your existing 
skill set.

What courses are on offer? 
There will be one linear two-year A-Level Drama and Theatre Course on offer, where all of the final 
assessment will be completed within the second year. 

A-Level Drama and Theatre (2 Year Course)
For the first part of the course, you will be taught a range of skills and strategies which cover 
different texts, genres, styles, conventions and theatre practitioners. After a course of exploration 
and skill study, students will embark upon three units or components of assessment:

Component 1: Devising (Component Code: 9DR0/01)

Written Coursework + Practical Performance - 40% of the qualification (80 marks)

Internally Assessed and Externally Moderated

 � Devise an original performance piece.

 � Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as stimuli.

 � Performer or designer routes available.

Assessment overview

There are two parts to the assessment:

1. A coursework portfolio (60 marks)

 �  can be handwritten/typed evidence between 2,500–3,000 words or recorded/verbal 
evidence between 12–14 minutes; or 

 �  can be a combination of handwritten/typed evidence between 1,250–1,500 words and 
recorded/verbal evidence between 6–7 minutes

2. The devised performance/design realisation (20 marks)

Component 2: Text in Performance (Component Code: 9DR0/02)

 � Practical Performance OR Design Realisation - 20% of the qualification (60 marks).

 � A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a performance text

 � A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key extract from a 
different performance text.

 � Externally assessed by a visiting examiner (UK).
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 � Group performance/design realisation (36 marks).

 � Monologue or duologue/design realisation (24 marks).

 � It is worth noting that students do not HAVE to perform in this unit. They can produce a 
design piece based on the performance work which is being developed.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice (Paper Code: 9DR0/03)

Written examination - 40% of the qualification (2 hours 30 minutes) (80 marks)

Externally Examined

 � Section A: Live Theatre Evaluation (20 marks). Students answer one extended response 
question from a choice of two requiring them to analyse and evaluate a live theatre 
performance they have seen.

 � Section B: Page to Stage: Realising a Performance Text (36 marks). Practical exploration and 
study of a complete text – focusing on how this can be realised for performance. Students 
answer two extended response questions based on an unseen extract from the performance 
text they have studied.

 � Section C: Interpreting a Performance Text (24 marks). Practical exploration and 
interpretation of another complete performance text, in light of a chosen practitioner – 
focusing on how this text could be re-imagined for a contemporary audience. Students will 
answer one extended response question from a choice of two using their chosen text.

 � Choice of 15 performance texts and 8 practitioners.

Who do I contact for further information?
Ms Kay Sanders, Head of Drama at kay.s2@shrewsbury.ac.th
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ECONOMICS

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13.

Is this a suitable option for me?
Consider the following questions.

Why do prices increase and decrease?
 � What causes economies to grow and shrink?

 � What causes the exchange rate of the $US and Thai Baht to change?

 � How is it possible that the passengers on a flight from Bangkok to London all pay a different 
price for their economy class seats?

 � On average, why do doctors earn more money than nurses?

If these and similar questions interest you, you should consider studying Economics.

How will the course help me?
The study of AS & A Level Economics will allow learners to explore concepts and theories which 
can be applied to the way that modern economies work. Economics students develop the ability 
to explain, analyse and evaluate economic issues and arguments. Furthermore, they gain lifelong 
skills and a solid foundation for further study. 

What will I need to start the course?
You will need to have achieved a minimum of a grade B at IGCSE level (or equivalent) in 
Mathematics and English. It is desirable that you have studied and achieved a minimum of a grade 
B at IGCSE Economics. However it is not essential that you have studied Economics before. If you 
studied and achieved a minimum of a grade B at Business Studies at IGCSE level, this will also be 
helpful. An interest in current international affairs is also highly desirable. 
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What will I learn?
 � know and understand the terminology, concepts, theories and principles of economics

 � express ideas in writing and using statistics and diagrams, or other methods, where 
appropriate

 � develop the habit of using works of reference as sources of information specific to 
economics

 � read critically to gain information about the changes in the wider economic and social 
environment

 � appreciate the methods of study that economists use, and the most effective ways economic 
information may be analysed, correlated, discussed, evaluated and presented

 � develop an interest in and enthusiasm for economics that could lead to further study.

AS Level (Year 12) & A Level (Year 13) Topics
 � Basic economic ideas and resource allocation

 � The price system and the microeconomy

 � Government microeconomic intervention

 � The macroeconomy

 � Government macroeconomic intervention

 � International economic issues

Examinations
 � Paper 1 (AS Level Multiple Choice, 1 hour, 30 marks)

 � Paper 2 (AS Level Data Response and Essays, 2 hours, 60 marks)

 � Paper 3 (A Level Multiple Choice, 1 hour 15 minutes, 30 marks) 

 � Paper 4 (A Level Data Response and Essays, 2 hours, 60 marks)

Who do I contact for further information 
Mr Jon Kyte, Head of Economics, at jonathon.k@shrewsbury.ac.th 

mailto:jonathon.k@shrewsbury.ac.th
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ENGLISH LITERATURE

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel. 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 International A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13.

Is this a suitable option for me?
People who enjoy reading and writing, are interested in the Arts generally (literature, theatre, 
cinema, music, art), and who are empathetic, creative and analytical, are the types of people who 
usually take this course.

How will the course help me?
The course combines well with all arts and humanities programmes and is increasingly taken as 
a fourth A-Level by non-arts students. The course is designed to help students think critically 
and analytically, and to debate and discuss ideas with confidence, sensitvity and intelligence. An 
A-Level in English Literature supports careers in every aspect of professional life, especially law, 
media, journalism, business, teaching, and writing. It is also a course that increases your courage 
and effectiveness when speaking publically and writing extensively.

What will I need to start the course?
An interest in reading a range of literature and discussing ideas, theories and themes. Writing 
needs to be fluent and confident, with some knowledge and understanding of literary devices. 
The course requires a lot of reading and students should be prepared to read widely around each 
subject. They will also be required to write weekly essays. A B grade or above in both IGCSE 
English Literature and English Language is essential. 

What will I learn?
The course will help students to develop their skills as critical readers and writers, while 
deepening an interest in, and understanding of, a range of literature from different centuries and 
writers. Students will study poetry, plays and novels; there are eight texts across the two year 
course. They will also be introduced to critical theory and read critical essays to help in their 
discussion of approaches to interpreting literature, and to develop their depth of discussion, as 
well as their knowledge of linguistic and structural devices, during classroom debate.
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AS Level
Unit 1: Poetry and Prose   

Students will study Post 2000 Poetry and Prose: a selection of poems from the Poems of the 
Decade anthology and prose by one of the selected writers from the course specification. 

Writers studied for this examination change each year. For 2022, the prose study is Purple 
Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie.

Unit 2: Drama 

Students study two plays for this paper. Writers studied for this examination change each year. 
For 2022, they are currently Arthur Miller’s All My Sons and William Shakespeare’s Othello.

A Level
Unit 3: Poetry and Prose

Students will study two prose texts for this paper and on which they will write a comparative essay: 
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale and Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein They will also revise their 
knowledge of Post 2000 poetry and write a commentary on an unseen poem. 

Unit 4: Shakespeare and Pre-1900 poetry

Candidates must study one play by William Shakespeare (for 2022 the choice is Hamlet). 
Students will also study Romantic poetry: a selection of prescribed poems from Penguin’s English 
Romantic Verse. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Ms Emily Rawes, Head of English, at emily.r@shrewsbury.ac.th

Ms Iris El Abras, Key Stage 5 Coordinator, at iris.e@shrewsbury.ac.th
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GEOGRAPHY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
Through studying Geography, we build an appreciation of how places and landscapes are formed, 
how people and environments interact, what consequences arise from our everyday decisions, 
and what a diverse range of cultures and societies exist and interconnect. If you have an interest 
in understanding how the world around you works and how our actions will impact our world and 
society, Geography at A-level will be a rewarding and fascinating course.

How will this course help me?
Geography has the unique position of bridging the Sciences and the Humanities, and as such you 
will develop a broad range of skills and knowledge that will be applicable to many other subjects, 
including the Sciences, Economics, Business, History, and Politics. The Russell Group Universities 
(including Oxford and Cambridge) view Geography A-level as one of the ‘facilitating subjects’ that 
is most beneficial for university applications, and Geography Graduates prove year-on-year to 
have some of the highest levels of employment when graduating from university.

What will I need to start the course?
It is beneficial to have studied Geography at IGCSE level and pupils should have obtained a 
minimum of a grade B as A-Level Geography builds upon knowledge and skills gained at IGCSE. 
It may be possible to join the course without IGCSE experience. Good grades in GCSE English, 
Maths and Science subjects are essential and cases will be considered on an individual basis.

What will I learn?
The AS includes modules from both physical and human geography, and there is overlap between 
the two. The Physical modules include hazardous environments, climate change and coasts, whilst 
the human modules examine global issues, such as the roles and challenges of megacities and 
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international corporations, and urban problems, planning and regeneration. 

At A2 we study the atmosphere and weather, along with the impacts of large weather systems 
on people and places. We also look at biodiversity and the threats that some of our important 
ecosystems face. We then study the role of resources and superpowers and how we manage them 
in an ever-changing world

Fieldwork:

Fieldwork forms a part of the course and students are required to complete 2 days of fieldwork 
as part of the AS. This fieldwork may take place locally or further afield depending on current 
restrictions. iIf the global situation allows international travel, students may have the opportunity 
to attend one residential field trip during the two year course. Previously, there has been an 
opportunity for students to attend a trip Ho Chi Minh and the Mekong Delta, where pupils 
examine a range of topics including Vietnam’s social inequality, history, trade, globalisation and 
coastal geography. Pupils and parents will be expected to contribute to the cost of the Field Trip, 
but the Department will try and minimise the cost.

What does studying A Level Geography lead on to? 
Geography is viewed as a ‘facilitating subject’ because of the broad range of knowledge and 
skills that are developed. As such Geography aids university applications to a wide range of 
subjects at University, from traditional Geography subject areas such as Geography, Geology 
and Environmental Sciences to more diverse options such as Architecture, the Sciences, History, 
Politics, Economics and many others.

Geography graduates are found in a wide variety of disciplines from politics and policy making, 
urban planning and design, to finance and accounting and on to more specialised disciplines such 
as environmental consultants, sustainable management or geophysicists. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Ms Tamar Smith, Head of Geography, at tamar.s@shrewsbury.ac.th
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HISTORY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
If you have an enquiring mind, an interest in the past and its relevance to current affairs then this 
A-level is for you. A good A-Level historian is one that learns to be critical!

How will the course help me?
Students who study AS or Advanced GCE History have access to a wide range of career and 
higher education opportunities. By the end of the course you will have learned how to evaluate 
and analyse information, how to weigh up evidence and how to communicate complex ideas 
effectively. These skills are recognised and valued by employers, universities and colleges.

History combines well with mathematics and science subjects to create an attractive portfolio of 
qualifications, enabling a student to move onto a university science-based course. Combined with 
English it provides a solid base for an arts-based degree.

History provides an excellent foundation for a number of popular careers including journalism, law 
and business.

What will I need to start the course?
It is a requirement that you have studied History or Humanities at GCSE, or an equivalent level, in 
order to take an AS or Advanced GCE (A-level) in the subject. You should also have achieved a B 
grade or higher in second language English or an equivalent.

What will I learn?
Papers 1 and 2 will focus on the History of the USA, 1840-1941. This Unit looks at the causes, 
events and consequences of the US Civil War as well Reconstruction, the Gilded Age and the New 
Deal.

Paper 3 will focus on the Origins and Development of the Cold War, 1941-1950. This unit is focused 
upon the historiography that has developed around this topic since 1945.

Paper 4 will focus upon European History in the interwar years, 1919-1941 with a focus upon the 
dictatorships of Stalin and Hitler.
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The course is divided into four units. Units 1 and 2 make up your programme of study in Year 12 
and the remaining two will be studied in Year 13.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Stuart Howard, Head of History. stuart.h@shrewsbury.ac.th
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MATHEMATICS

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 International A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Modular course with AS examinations at end of Y12 and A2 examinations at end of Y13 -  
 unless also taking.Further Mathematics. Those also taking Further Mathematics complete  
 the full A level within Y12.

Is this a suitable option for me?
A-Level Mathematics is a challenging and interesting course for anybody who has enjoyed the 
subject at school, who is prepared to work hard and who has a strong understanding of all the 
material covered at (I)GCSE level.

How will this course help me?
The Mathematics course will complement the study of Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Computer 
Science, Business Studies and Economics at A-level. Certain university courses require A-Level 
Mathematics, for example, Engineering. It is also very helpful for careers in the financial, 
technological and IT sectors. 

What will I need to start the course?
You must have completed the IGCSE extended / higher level course. 

You must have gained a grade 9/8/7 (or an A*/A grade in the old grading system).

What will I learn?
In your Pure Mathematics lessons, you will extend your understanding of some topics you have 
already been introduced to, such as algebra, graphs of functions and trigonometry, as well as 
meeting new topics such as calculus, perhaps the most powerful and significant mathematical 
‘invention’ of all time. 

You must also make a choice to study either Statistics or Mechanics. The Statistics course will 
teach you to collect, summarise and interpret data and will introduce you to some of the most 
important statistical distributions used to model real-life situations. If you choose Mechanics, you 
will also use mathematical modeling, this time to analyse objects, the forces that act on them and 
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their resulting motion.

Calculator
All A-Level Mathematics exams are calculator papers. As a department, we highly recommend 
all Y12 and Y13 students purchase their own “Casio fx-991EX Classwiz” for use in lessons and in 
exams.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Christopher Redman, Head of Mathematics, at christopher.r@shrewsbury.ac.th
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FURTHER MATHEMATICS

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 International A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Content covered in Y13 having completed Mathematics A2 in Y12. Examinations at end of  
 Y13 only.

Is this a suitable option for me?
Further Mathematics is a very demanding course, only suitable for those who have excelled at 
IGCSE level in the subject and who wish to take two A-Levels in Mathematics.

What will I need to start the course?
You should have easily gained an Grade 9 in IGCSE Mathematics.

What will I learn?
In your first year in the Sixth Form, you will take four Pure Mathematics modules, plus one 
Statistics and one Mechanics module. Together, the six modules make up the A-Level in 
Mathematics. Six additional (similar) modules in your second year in the Sixth Form will lead to 
the double award of Further Mathematics.

Studying both A-Level Mathematics and A-Level Further Mathematics provides a foundation for 
further studies in any Science or Mathematics-based university course, ranging from Computer 
Science, Engineering, Medical Sciences, Psychology, Statistics, Management and Actuarial 
Science. Not all degree courses require Further Mathematics; please speak to a member of the 
Higher Education team for clarification.

Calculator
All A-Level Mathematics exams are calculator papers. As a department, we highly recommend 
all Y12 and Y13 students purchase their own “Casio fx-991EX Classwiz” for use in lessons and in 
exams.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Christopher Redman, Head of Mathematics, at christopher.r@shrewsbury.ac.th
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES

Modern Foreign Languages available at A-Level: French, Spanish, Man-
darin, Japanese.

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Standard A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 All four language options are separate linear courses with final A2 examinations at the end  
 of Y13. No AS examinations as the end of Year 12

Is this a suitable option for me?
If you are interested in languages and communication, and you enjoy learning about other 
cultures and ways of life, then a Modern Foreign Language A-Level could be suitable for you. 
Similarly, if you are interested in the business world, in travel or tourism, in literature, or in 
journalism and the media, or in studying abroad then you are also likely to find the course 
appropriate. 

How will the course help me?
Some students go on to do degree courses in languages, whilst others choose to pursue a higher 
education course in another subject with a language option. Languages combine well with most 
subjects and degrees and are useful in many careers. Having a language at A-Level can certainly 
improve your employability, in particular with companies which have international branches. 
Furthermore, universities look favourably upon Modern Foreign Language A-Levels.

What will I need to start the course?
You must have achieved a GCSE Grade A or A*, or a 7/8/9 in the new numerical system, in all four 
individual skills in the relevant language before taking this course. You will need to feel confident 
in the four language skills of Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. You must also have some 
knowledge and understanding of the culture and way of life of the target-language country and 
an interest in issues affecting today’s society. Being able to analyse a literary work or a film is 
advantageous as this form a large part of the writing exam, therefore a good grade in English 
Literature is useful. 
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What will I learn?
The course will help you to develop your general study skills, but most of all you will learn to 
communicate at a higher level in the language that you have chosen. You will be encouraged 
to express your views both orally and in written tasks, in response to a wide range of authentic 
materials including video, songs, magazines and newspapers. You will also study a book and film 
in the target language. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Mrs Anna Pethybridge, Head of MFL, at anna.p3@shrewsbury.ac.th 
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MUSIC

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Standard A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations in Y12. Final examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
Whatever your interests and background, this course will ensure that you become a more mature 
and ‘rounded’ musician. Anyone who enjoys making and listening to different styles of music and 
also who wishes to broaden their experience and deepen their understanding of both live and 
recorded music will find this course stimulating and rewarding. A level Music involves the three 
core skills all musicians require - Performing, Composing and Appraising. It is an ideal course for 
students who have already invested time in gaining musical skills as well as for those who aspire 
to a higher level of experience and expertise. 

How will the course help me?
You will improve your skills and confidence as a performer. As a composer, you will learn 
techniques to create effective music in different styles. You will also listen to and analyse a wide 
variety of music to develop a more informed appreciation of how and why it was written. Most 
importantly, you will learn the ‘mechanics of music’. Understanding this will help you become 
a better musician and fill in those gaps that young performers and composers have in their 
knowledge and skills. For those students wishing to pursue a university music course of any kind, 
A-Level Music is often a pre-requisite qualification.

What will I need to start the course?
Candidates should be able to play a musical instrument to Associated Board Grade 5 standard 
minimum and also be able to read music. The course involves performing, composing, listening 
and analytical skills in almost equal measure. Previous experience such as GCSE Music, ABRSM 
examinations and suchlike may be an advantage but are not an essential requirement.

What will I learn?
The Areas of Study covered in the A Level Music course include Popular Music and Jazz, Music for 
Film, Vocal Music, Instrumental Music and Modernism. These areas of study cover music from the 



Key Stage 5 (A Level)
Curriculum Guide 2022-24

50

16th Century to modern times. The development of compositional skills will be supplemented by 
the choice of technical briefs supplied by the Examination Board.

Component 1: Performing

In this unit you will develop your skills as a musical performer. You can perform on any musical 
instrument, or you can sing, and you will have the opportunity to take part in ensemble 
performances as well as performing solo. You will perform a short recital with pieces of your 
choice at the end of Year 12 & 13, with or without accompaniment. At the end of Year 13 your final 
recital performance is recorded and sent to the examination board for assessment.

Component 2: Composing 

In Year 12 you will compose two works each lasting 4 minutes based either on a supplied brief 
or a free composition decided by the candidate. In Year 13 you will select one composition from 
Y12 to rework and develop and you will also complete some technical exercises under controlled 
conditions. You will have a designated period of supervised time in which to complete the 
compositions. Most candidates choose to compose using Music software although this is not a 
requirement. Recordings of works can either be made directly from software or can involve live 
performers.

Component 3: Appraising:

A series of works covering many genres will be studied in detail during the course. The range 
of works is very large and includes classical, modern and world music. This culminates in an 
examination which addresses the Set Works studied. Section A is a mix of short answers and 
musical dictation. Section B consists of two long essays worth 20% of the entire A-level. 

Who do I contact for further details?
Mr. Stephen Jackman, Head of Academic Music, at Stephen.j@shrewsbury.ac.th 



Key Stage 5 (A Level)
Curriculum Guide 2022-24

51

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Edexcel.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 Standard A level Syllabus. https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/ 
 edexcel-international-advanced-levels.html

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations in Y12. Final examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
If you are interested in learning to create, record and produce your own music using digital 
technologies then Music Technology A Level may be suitable for you. In contrast to Music A Level 
there are no performance requirements for this course and the content of the course focuses on 
popular music from the 1920s to the present day.

This video gives a good outline of the course: https://youtu.be/1D_JNKlAaIw

How will the course help me?
You will develop the knowledge and skills required to produce high quality multi-track stereo 
recordings using a Digital Audio Workstation. You will learn how to use advanced digital 
techniques to compose and produce your own original music using synthesizers and audio 
samples. Finally a large part of the course focuses on developing your listening skills, to enable 
you to analyse how music has been recorded and produced from the 1920s to the present day.

Students can go on to study music technology, music, and creative music technology at a range 
of universities internationally. This can lead to careers in the music industry such as a musician, 
live sound engineer, composer, recording engineer and producer as well as support roles in 
the industry such as marketing, promotion and event management. Students who have a keen 
interest in music technology but have career aspirations that do not involve music technology can 
also choose to take this to complement a combination of more traditional A levels.

What will I need to start the course?
Candidates should have an interest in creating their own music, either as part of GCSE Music or 
more informally outside of school. Previous experience such as GCSE Music, ABRSM examinations 
and suchlike may be an advantage but are not an essential requirement.
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What will I learn?

Component 1: Recording

Students will use technology to explore and demonstrate a range of techniques for capturing, 
editing and mixing sounds to produce a balanced final mix. Competencies in music production 
covered in this component will allow the student to develop proficiency as both a sound engineer 
and music producer.

Component 2: Technology-based Composition

Component 2 assesses students’ skills in creating, editing and structuring sounds to develop a 
technology-based composition. Students will develop the skills to create and manipulate sounds 
in imaginative and creative ways in order to communicate effectively with listeners. 

Component 3: Listening & Analysing

In short, this component gives students the opportunity to identify, analyse and evaluate a range 
of creative music-production techniques, as applied to the unfamiliar commercial recordings 
supplied in the examination. As well as identifying effects and their associated parameter settings, 
students will explain the principles behind the choice of the effects heard on each recording, and 
their sonic character, in a series of written responses.

Component 4: Producing and Analysing

This component assesses students’ knowledge of the techniques and principles of music 
technology through a series of written and practical tasks, covering the production stages of 
sound creation, audio editing and mixing. Students will work with unedited audio and MIDI 
materials provided by Pearson and the examination will assess the ability to process and correct 
these materials using a range of production skills, culminating in a series of audio bounces/
exports for individual instrumental/vocal parts and final stereo mix. Students will refine and 
combine pre-existing ‘ingredients’ of a mix to form a convincing final product, as well as 
commenting on the sonic characteristics of the materials provided, interpreting the underlying 
theory associated with these.

Who do I contact for further details?
Mr. Stephen Jackman, Head of Academic Music, at Stephen.j@shrewsbury.ac.th 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.html 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/music-technology-2017.html 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 AQA  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations in Y12. Final examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
This course is suitable for anyone who is interested in the science of sport with the focal point 
being the performer and the performance. The course takes on a multi-disciplinary approach, 
encouraging the development of different methods of enquiry. It is based on the interaction 
between the theory and the practice of Physical Education.

How will this course help me?
Open up the world of sport – The A Level encourages students to immerse themselves in the 
world of sport and PE with the chance to perform or coach a sport (through the non-exam 
assessment component), and delve into the how and why of physical activity and sport.

An excellent platform – Students receive a well-rounded and full introduction to the world of 
Physical Education, sport and sports science. This complete grounding in the subject provides 
a fantastic base from which to build when they move on to higher education, employment or 
further training.

Skills for a modern world – Students can develop a range of practical skills, including 
communication using appropriate language, dealing with pressure, split second decision-making,

What will I need to start the course?
Some students will have studied GCSE Physical Education which will be helpful to them as 
they will have gained a small understanding of performance. However, it is not an essential 
requirement of the course. All students will already have experienced learning about the anatomy 
and physiology of the body at IGCSE level Biology / Science. The intention is to extend this 
knowledge to an advanced level.

Students should be actively involved in at least one sport to a good level (Varsity) as they will be 
expected to complete practical components throughout the course.
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What will I learn?
Shrewsbury International School follows the AQA exam board syllabus. 

Within this you will cover two main units, one practical and one theoretical. 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that you will sit all your exams and submit all your non-
exam assessments at the end of the course.

At the end of the two year course there are two exams:

Paper 1:   Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport

Paper 2:  Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport

Six topic areas will be covered within sections A, B and C as outlined in more detail below:

 � Applied anatomy and physiology

 � Skill acquisition

 � Sport and society

 � Biomechanical movement

 � Sport psychology

 � Sport and society and the role of 
technology in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed?
Section A: Applied physiology

Here you develop knowledge and understanding of the changes within the body systems prior 
to exercise, during exercise of differing intensities and during recovery. You will learn to interpret 
data and graphs relating to changes within the musculoskeletal, cardio-respiratory and neuro-
muscular systems, and the use of energy systems during different types of physical activity and 
sport, and the recovery process.

In exercise physiology you will learn about the adaptations to the body systems through training 
or lifestyle, and how these changes affect the efficiency of that system.

Biomechanics involves developing knowledge and understanding of motion and forces, and their 
relevance to performance in physical activity and sport. In addition you will learn how to use 
biomechanical definitions, equations, formulae and units of measurement, demonstrating the 
ability to plot, label and interpret biomechanical graphs and diagrams.

Section B: Skill Acquisition and Sports Psychology

This section focuses on how skill is acquired and the impact of psychological factors on 
performance. You will develop a knowledge and understanding of the principles required to 
optimise the learning of new, and the development of existing skills. In addition you will also learn 
to interpret graphical representations associated with skill acquisition theories.

You will also study the role of sport psychology in optimising performance in physical activity 
and sport as well as developing the ability to understand and interpret graphical representations 
associated with sport psychology theories.

Section C: Sport and Society and Technology in Sport

In this section you will develop knowledge and understanding of the interaction between, and 
the evolution of, sport and society as well as understanding, interpreting and analysing data and 
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graphs relating to participation in physical activity and sport. You will also study the technological 
developments in physical activity and sport. Various ‘ethical issues’ in sport will be discussed 
including football hooliganism, drugs in sport and gamesmanship.

Section A, B and C all have equal weighting and are each worth 70 marks across the two exams. 

The questions are also the same, comprising multiple choice, short answer and extended writing.

Practical performance in physical activity and sport

This unit counts for 30% of your A Level mark where you are assessed as a performer or coach in 
the full sided version of one activity (20%). You also have to complete a written/verbal analysis 
of performance (10%). The list of activities accepted can be seen on the AQA website. The sports 
activities that we can offer at school are rugby, football, netball, basketball, tennis, badminton, 
swimming, athletics, dance, golf, trampolining and gymnastics. If one of these is not your chosen 
sport we can liaise with your coach/instructor and support you in an alternative choice from the 
specification.

Why choose A-level Physical Education at Shrewsbury?
You will cover a range of different sporting and scientific topic areas that you can apply in your 
chosen sport. There is the opportunity to participate in different activities and roles, gaining 
leadership and officiating awards. A Level Physical Education may be useful for progression 
onto a university course or for your chosen career. You will be taught by experienced staff who 
annually achieve excellent results. Each teacher delivers a specialist subject area and has a 
different method of teaching, offering variety to the course. 

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Ian Radcliffe, Head of Physical Education at ian.r@shrewsbury.ac.th 
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PHYSICS

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 CAIE 

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations in Y12. Final examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
The primary reason to elect to study A Level Physics should be a fascination with how the 
world around us works. This subject is a good choice if you enjoy problem solving and planning, 
designing and carrying out investigations. Although Physics is also used to support other 
qualifications, it is an academically demanding A-Level and should not be chosen unless you are 
wanting to go on to study in fields such as Engineering or Physics at university. It is also beneficial 
for Geophysics, Environmental Science, Computer Science, Architecture and Physical Natural 
Sciences. Success at A2 level requires academic maturity, enthusiasm and stamina, especially if 
Physics is a 3rd or 4th choice subject.

How will the course help me?
At the end of the 2 years of study you could go on to apply for courses to do with Engineering/
Computing or Physics at University. An A-Level in Physics could also help you with other degree 
courses such as IT, Communications, Medicine or Business. A Physics qualification is well thought 
of and a huge range of Institutions and University departments would welcome any candidate 
taking Physics as a subsidiary subject at A-Level.

What will I need to start the course?
The recommended requirements for the course are a grade B at IGCSE Physics or a AA at 
Extended Level IGCSE Coordinated Sciences, or equivalent. However, this is the minimum and it 
is strongly recommended that you only take Physics A-Level with an A grade in those subjects 
listed. B-grade candidates and below rarely go on to perform well at Physics A-Level. It will be 
very helpful to have an A* grade in Mathematics and also at least an A grade or above in English 
IGCSE, or equivalent, as communication is extremely important in this subject.

What will I learn?
On completion of the course you will have developed your enjoyment of Physics. You will have 
developed understanding, knowledge and skills for the application of Physics principles in real 
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situations. Anyone studying Physics will learn how theory and experimentation are linked. You 
will also be shown the economic, social, industrial, moral and philosophical aspects of the subject. 
The CIE A level Physics course (9702) is a natural progression from the IGCSE Physics course and 
deals with similar material at AS level: 

 � mechanics

 � materials

 � electricity

 � nuclear physics

 � waves

Most topics are introduced with a review and then the more advanced work is taught. 

A2 level material is much more demanding where new topics are introduced, such as:

 � quantum Physics

 � advanced electromagnetism

 � gravitation

 � electrical potential

 � simple harmonic motion

 � kinetic theory

 � thermal properties of solids

 � cosmology and astrophysics

In AS, formal examinations take place in May/June and are in the form of 1 multiple choice paper, 
1 structured question paper and 1 assessed practical examination in the laboratory which is 
externally marked. At A2 there is 1 structured question paper and 1 practical planning evaluation 
and analysis paper.

Who do I contact for further information?
Mr Chris Gettel, Head of Physics, at christopher.g@shrewsbury.ac.th
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PSYCHOLOGY

 EXAM BOARD AND DETAILED SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 AQA.  

 SYLLABUS INFORMATION

 https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects

 COURSE STRUCTURE

 Linear course. No AS examinations in Y12. Final examinations at end of Y13

Is this a suitable option for me?
This course is suitable for anyone with an enquiring mind, who is interested in exploring issues 
dealing with how and why people behave in the way that they do. Students should enjoy thinking 
critically about information they are presented with, be willing to discuss their ideas and have 
strong writing skills.

How will the course help me?
Psychology is a good subject to study as it combines Science with more ‘arts’ components such 
as essay writing, discussion and critical thinking. Taking Psychology A level means that you are 
well-equipped to study Psychology or other related degrees at university. You may choose to 
follow a degree course in Psychology, which can lead on to a variety of specialist areas such as 
Educational Psychology, Sport Psychology, Clinical Psychology, or Occupational Psychology. It 
is also a useful subject for a variety of careers such as Teaching, Law or Public Relations. The 
investigative and critical thinking skills gained on the A level Psychology course are immensely 
valuable for any university degree.

What will I need to start the course?
You do not need to have previously studied Psychology GCSE, although an interest in 
understanding human behaviour would be an advantage. You need to be highly organised, 
motivated, have a good level of English proficiency and a willingness to engage and participate 
fully in lessons.

During the course you will need to communicate effectively in both written and oral English. You 
should also be able to conduct independent research information using a variety of sources, and 
have an understanding of how to extract relevant and pertinent information. 

You will need to gain at least 5 GCSEs at Grade C and above, including at least B grades in 
Mathematics, Science, and English to take the Psychology A Level course.
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What will I learn?
Psychology is the scientific study of the mind and behavior of both humans and animals. It is 
a fascinating subject to study as it opens key debates into many interesting issues which are 
directly related to you as a human being. Therefore, the course helps you to understand human 
nature, which can be a very important tool when you go into the world of work.

Year 12 

Students taking AQA Psychology A Level as a linear course will look at a range of topics in Year 
12, which provides a valuable foundation to build upon in the second year of the course, including 

 � Social Influence

 � Memory

 � Attachment

 � Psychopathology

 � Approaches in Psychology

 � Biopsychology

 � Research Methods

Through these topics, students will develop a deep appreciation of the methods, approaches, 
issues and debates that are pertinent in Psychology. The content learned in Year 12 is assessed at 
the end of Year 13 in terminal examinations.

Year 13 

Students will study compulsory advanced Research Methods and Issues and Debates as well as 
three options from a choice of nine specialist psychology topic:

 � Relationships

 � Gender

 � Cognition and Development’

 � Schizophrenia

 � Eating Behaviour

 � Stress

 � Aggression

 � Forensic Psychology

 � Addiction

Students are assessed through three written examinations which together constitute the full 
A-level:

 � Paper 1 (2 hours - 33.3% of full A level marks) : consists of four sections (Social Influence, 
Memory, Attachment, Psychopathology), each worth 24 marks. All questions are compulsory 
and range from short-answer questions to extended writing essays.
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 � Paper 2 (2 hours - 33.3% of full A level marks) :- questions on the applications of psychology 
including one essay. consists of three sections (Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, 
Research Methods), with the first two worth 24 marks and the third double-weighted and 
worth 48 marks. All questions are compulsory and range from short-answer questions to 
extended writing essays. 

 � Paper 3 (2 hours/33.3% of A Level marks) - consists of four sections, each worth 24 marks. 
The Issues and Debates section is compulsory and the following three sections are optional 
from a choice of nine. Questions range from short-answer responses to extended writing 
essays. 

Who do I contact?
Ms Helen Lakin - Head of Psychology, at helen.l@shrewsbury.ac.th
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SIXTH FORM TIMELINES

YEAR 12 YEAR 13

TERM 1
LATE 

AUGUST
 � IGCSEresults published and final 

discussion on A Level subject choices

 � Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Level 
courses begin.

 � Reading the World, IELTS and PE 
commence

OCTOBER  � Certification of IGCSE results – certificates 
made available in school

 � Start of EPQ program

 � Practice SAT for all Year 12 students

 � Subject Assessments

 � Certification of AS Level results – where  
 subjects not continued to A2.

 � Mid October: Oxford, Cambridge, Medicine, 
Veterinary, Dentist applications deadline

NOVEMBER  � Submission of Early Decision and Early  
Action USA Applications

 � EPQ submission

 � 1 November: Internal deadline for Science, 
Social Science and Humanities courses

DECEMBER  � 1 December: Internal deadline for Arts 
(including Architecture) Courses

 � Submission of all remaining University 
Applications

TERM 2
JANUARY  � Mock Examinations

 � Higher Ideas Interviews – college and   
 university planning

 � Mock examinations

 � Mock examinations, feedback and 
University offers

 � 26th January: UCAS Equal Consideration 
deadline

FEBRUARY  � Mock examinations, feedback and 
University offers

MARCH  � Mock examinations, feedback and 
University offers

APRIL  � Mock examinations, feedback and 
University offers

TERM 3
MAY  � Advanced Subsidiary Public Examinations  � Advanced Level Examinations
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YEAR 12 YEAR 13
JUNE  � Jumpstart! University Application 

preparation programme
 � Advanced Level Examinations

 � Graduation Ceremon

 � Prom 

JULY  � Last week of the school term

POST TERM 3
AUGUST  � Advanced Subsidiary Results published  � Advanced Level Results published

OCTOBER  � Certification of A Level results – 
certificates made available in school

Grade Reports, Full Written Reports and Parent Consultations occur on a regular basis throughout 
Year 12 and Year 13
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Outreach - Student Leadership at Shrewsbury 

The Outreach Department is a specialist resource offered to all Sixth Form students who are 
interested in enhancing our sense of community. Our goal is to facilitate student engagement with 
the community, thus operating a unique teaching and learning culture where students work in 
teams to solve problems related to real challenges from our local communities.

Fig 1: Understanding the challenges and ultimate benefits of Outreach at Shrewsbury. 

STUDENTS

COMMUNITY SCHOOL

Benefits
support core functions, 

volunteer capacity, shared 
school resourrces, 

networking opportunities, 
improved services 

through innovation.

Challenges
pedagogical demands, 

limited capacity, lack of 
engagement with shared 

objectives, time constraints.

Benefits
pedagogical excellence, 

student preparation for 
higher education, 

community partnerships, 
competitive edge.

Challenges
timetable constraints, 
resource needs, time 
needed to maintain 
relationships, sta� training.

Benefits
voluntary expereince, character 

strength building, critical thinking 
skills, understanding of social 

needs, networking opportunities.

Challenges
managing workload, new methods of 

thinking, di�erent learning 
environment, managing emotive 

situations, expectation of 
professionalism.

*Adapted from Gazley et al. 2007 The Partnership Principle in Experiential Learning. 

Students who take part in Outreach activities develop an enhanced understanding of service-
learning, project-based learning competency and character strengths as these tenets become a 
more central part of a Shrewsbury education. As a team, we have collected data, audited current 
provision and drawn our conclusions on how to progress from contemporary research, the advice 
of key academics, and leaders in the field.

Every activity we undertake creates shared value (economic value created by addressing the 
community’s needs and challenges), and we should be able to measure mutual benefit for each 
stakeholder. All projects undertaken will be considered and clearly mapped out via a defined 
critical path and a process of student-led action planning.

Students thinking creatively and making decisions is a key driver to this. We as educators do not 
know what students will need to understand in ten years time. We should espouse the virtues 
of flexibility, ultimately coaching team players who are interculturally competent and ready to 
understand the world around them.  

Increasingly crucial 21st Century skills are the key to success in Higher Education and beyond, and 
the community engagement partners offer great opportunities for team projects working outside 
of the confines of the curriculum.  Leading world universities consider personal statements that 
contain activism, dynamism, creativity and the ability to learn from failure. Increasingly students 
need to demonstrate an outward-looking perspective and interest in the interconnectivity of the 
wider world. Competencies in critical thinking, adaptability, teamwork, and self-advocacy are key 
success criteria and project-based learning activities such as these provided by a well-conceived 
and coordinated action. 
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Our staff and relevant mentors help students develop questions, ask themselves questions and 
explore the world around them.

Outreach Student Leadership Opportunities: 

 � Apply to join the Community Engagement team 

 The Community Engagement Team (CET) are responsible for influencing and enacting 
community projects and tracking meaningfulness and ‘return’ of these actions. The CET promotes 
the value of service; developing character strengths and enhancing the sense of community and 
global citizenship. It plays an active role in organising events to generate funds for designated 
causes and ultimately, the equitable distribution of these funds. The team is made up of Year 12 
and 13 students, but utilises teachers as mentors and works with younger students on a variety of 
projects relating to our Outreach Partners. We currently have eight Outreach Partners and CET 
members should expect to work directly with these organisations: 

1. Action4Diabetics

2. The Hub Saidek (Childline,Thailand) 

3. The Mercy Centre

4. Sister Louise 

5. The Thai Muslim School

6. Thai Scholars for Sustenance (ThaiSOS) 

7. Operation Smile

8. Habitat for Humanity 

The Community Engagement & Partnerships Fund (CEPF) is a crucial element of the process. 
All monies received from fundraising activities, charitable donations and the ‘staff payroll giving 
scheme’ (supported by EXCO) are collected into the CEPF and distributed to support community 
actions. The funds collected will be predominantly used for specific actions and projects. Dialogue 
between the CET members regarding the endowment of funds will be transparent at all times. 
The vision here is that we continue consistent and long term funding relationships with our 
Outreach Partners. Students learn the professional skills required to manage these large sums of 
money effectively. 
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Fig 2: Integrated Action planning cycles of the Community Engagement and Funding 

Promote, influence and enact community projects, track the 
meaningfulness of particular actions, measure returns

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TEAM (CET)

Define
objectives 

Plan for
impact

Assess
impact

Collect evidence
relating to
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Use
results

to review
impact

Work directly with
charity or partner

and analyse needs

Measure
results

Transfer
of

resources

both
funding

and
time

Deliver
with
impact

CET FUND

 � Apply to join the Sustainability Action Lab

Raising environmental consciousness, learning about sustainability, and linking student groups 
across our school are all vital elements of a long-overdue paradigm shift. The Sustainability 
Action Lab Team (SALT) is formed to equip some of our brightest and most passionate students 
with the skills and knowledge they need to make a positive impact locally and globally. The team 
is formed of twelve students from Year 12 and 13. 

Figure 3: The Economic Doughnut, 2017, Kate Raworth, (a British economist working for the 
University of Oxford and University of Cambridge, published A Safe and Just Space for Humanity 
for Oxfam in 2012. We use this diagram as our ‘dashboard’ and have been working on ways to 
downscale the doughnut for our community).  
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 � Student Led Initiatives 

There are wealth of student led initiatives for Shrewsbury Sixth Form students, so you might wish 
to join one of the following:

1. A4D Penpals - New Years cards and gifts sent out to patients across Thailand.

2. Sister Louise Christmas party - Run by the CET for 40 looked after children.

3. Thai Muslim School - Science Outreach lessons for practical biology to the thai school 
equivalent of years 10 and 11. 

4. Operation Smile - Packing and distribution of hospital bags. 

5. Thai SOS - Two in-school food drives and two condo based food drives. 

6. Mercy Centre and ‘Masking a Difference’ - Supporting the Year 5 visit and offering in-school 
mask customisation workshops. 

7. Give2Grow -  creating Happy Playgrounds at local Thai schools.

8. Suang Luang 1 Community - Interactive food tour map created - awaiting the creation of a 
portal for web hosting on the school website 

9. @SHBxHappyHospitals - Collaboration with the Mirror Foundation - Funds are raised and 
cards will be sent to children in hospitals.

10. @SHBMangroveTeens - 4000+ trees planted

11. Climate Crisis Club - Online streaming fundraiser and plant growing completion planned.
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OUR VALUES

Selectivity
We endeavour to bring together exceptional students into our community of learning, whether 
these students are outstanding in the classroom, concert hall, sports field, on stage or simply in 
person. Each part of the school adopts best practices for its admissions, ensuring careful, precise 
and fair selectivity at all stages of entry. We are a selective school where ambition, determination 
and the pursuit of excellence are carefully nurtured.

Commitment & Renewal
We are a school that is engaged in a process of continual improvement, growth and renew-
al, recognising the rapid changes required to keep pace with developments in education. Our 
development plans are dedicated to bringing quality staff to a school whilst ensuring, committed 
investment in infrastructure and facilities. Our purpose-built school is modern, contemporary and 
designed to enhance the learning experience of students of the 21st century.

English Language
We are a community of language learners that recognises that the speaking of English brings 
our international community together. Shrewsbury students understand that the ability to think, 
learn and communicate in English will allow them to achieve their very highest potential at school, 
university and in the world of work.

The Shrewsbury Way
Intus si recte ne labora — We are a British international school that whilst being contemporary 
is firmly in the tradition of our sister school in the UK. We share its exemplary standards of 
achievement, care and governance and enjoy all the advantages of our location. Our learner 
profile provides a pathway that has served generations of Salopians—as our motto relates, if the 
heart is right, all will be well.

Exceptional People
We are a caring, thoughtful community of exceptional people, from our talented students and 
ambitious parents to our hand-picked fully-qualified staff. The Shrewsbury environment is people-
centred. We recognise achievements of all kinds and continue to develop the professional skills of 
our primary asset, our staff. Our community engages 

Outstanding Opportunities
We offer an impressive range of activities to extend the interests and horizons of every student. 
Our Excellence Programmes challenge and support students gifted in music, visual and 
performing arts and sport. We offer scholarships to exceptional students through a selection 
process that is rigorous, transparent and fair. parents as part of the learning process.
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Care & Compassion
Shrewsbury understands the pressures on young people in the modern world. Our teachers pride 
themselves on the care they give to children and the partnership they form with parents to allow 
children to be happy as well as successful. From community action to unparalleled university 
counselling, Shrewsbury endeavours to give priority to the highest standards of pastoral care.
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KEY CONTACTS

Shrewsbury International School Bangkok Riverside

1922 Charoen Krung, Wat Prayakrai, Bang Kho Laem, Bangkok 10120
Tel: +66 2 675 1888 Fax: +66 2 675 3606

Email: enquiries@shrewsbury.ac.th

Website: www.shrewsbury.ac.th/riverside

Academic

Mr Chris Seal Principal principal@shrewsbury.ac.th

Mr Robert Millar Head of Senior School robert.m@shrewsbury.ac.th

Mr Robert Groves Assistant Principal (Academic)  robert.g@shrewsbury.ac.th

Mr Neil Cornforth Director of Sixth Form neil.c@shrewsbury.ac.th

Ms Rikke Ermgassen Year Team Leader friederike.e@shrewsbury.ac.th

Ms Kerry Kiely Year Team Leader kerry.k@shrewsbury.ac.th

Administrative

Khun Jip Director of Admissions jip@shrewsbury.ac.th

Will Davies-Jenkins Admissions Executive william.d@shrewsbury.ac.th
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