SAYREVILLE FILE CODE: R5132
BOARD OF EDUCATION Monitored
REGULATION Mandated

X  Other Reasons

PUPIL DRESS CODE

The Board of Education recognizes that each student's mode of dress and grooming is a
manifestation of personal style and individual preference. The Board will not interfere with the
right of students and their parents to make decisions regarding their appearance, except when
their choices affect their safety or the educational program within the schools.

Therefore, the manner of dress must not create classroom disorder or distract others. The
administration reserves the right to restrict or prohibit any manner of dress or apparel judged to be
inappropriate, a distraction to the learning environment, or apparel that presents a safety hazard.
The following guidelines have been established to assist parents and students in selecting the
proper dress for school as required by Board of Education Policy #5132.

A.

Students may not wear apparel that promotes or endorses illegal substances (e.g., drug,
alcohol or tobacco products). In addition, students may not wear clothing with messages
deemed offensive, profane, or inappropriate as judged by the administration.

Students may not wear strapless, see-through, one shouldered, off-the-shoulder, or halter
tops. Additionally, bustiers, tops with cut-outs or shirts that allow the midriff to be exposed are
not permitted. With arms raised, all shirts must cover the midriff. Proper attire should include
undergarments. However, undergarments may not be visible or worn as outerwear.

Tank tops or sleeveless tops with straps may be worn but the top must fall reasonably close
to the neckline, as judged by the administration and fall directly below the underarm to insure
the torso and undergarments are not exposed inappropriately.

No sunglasses may be worn during the school day unless medically prescribed and approved
by an administrator.

Students may not wear short skorts or short shorts. Shorts and skirts must have a
reasonable distance from the knee but should be no shorter than mid-thigh. Ripped jeans are
also considered inappropriate.

Students are not permitted to carry or wear hats or outerwear, such as winter coats, rain
coats, heavy jackets, or varsity jackets, during the school day. Windbreakers or lightweight
jackets that are part of a uniform or a warm-up suit are permitted.

Ski masks are not permitted to be worn in school. Any similar type of hats or hoods that hide
the face are not permitted and will be confiscated.
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PUPIL DRESS CODE (continued)

H. No sweatbands, headbands, scarves, bandannas, do-rag kerchiefs, or large jewelry chains
may be worn on any part of the body, on backpacks, or visibly displayed in any other fashion
while in school unless approved by the administration for religious or medical reasons.

I.  Students are not permitted to wear clothing that are clearly pajamas, slippers or sleepwear.

J. Students may not wear gloves of any kind.

K. Students may not wear articles of clothing that are inappropriately altered, soiled, ill-fitting, or
considered by the administration to be inappropriate and/or unsafe for school activities.

L. Any jewelry that is sharp or studded is not permitted in school.

M. Footwear may include shoes, sneakers or sandals that are secure to the foot. Flip-flops,
metal-lined and/or steel toe footwear are not permitted.

N. The administration may permit changes in the policy to address special occasions or
emergent conditions.

Possible

Cross References: 5113 Absences and excuses
5114 Suspension / Expulsion
5124 Reporting to parents/guardians
5131 Conduct/discipline
5132 Pupil Dress and Grooming
6164.2 Guidance services
6164.4 Child study team
6171.4 Special education
6172 Alternative educational programs
6173 Home instruction
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Date Adopted: 08/23/2005
Date Revised:

Rationale: Prohibit metal footwear for security reasons as the footwear may disguise the presence of
a weapon or dangerous instrument.
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