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Tiger Tale Foul Play
Elin Nordegren is shown on the Millions of Iowa farm eggs tainted
cover of the September issue of with salmonella that are being
People magazine. Tiger Woods’ dumped by the truckload. But eggs
ex­wife said she has “been still being laid by potentially infected
through hell” since her husband's chickens will be pasteurized to kill
infidelity surfaced but she never any bacteria. Then they can be sold
hit him. Nordegren said she and as liquid eggs or put in other
Woods tried for months to products such as mayonnaise or ice
reconcile the relationship. In the cream. It’s a common if little­known
end, a marriage “without trust practice in the food industry—
and love” wasn't good for salvaging and selling products that
anyone, she said. may have been tainted with disease.

The government says it’s safe.AP Photo/People Magazine
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READY
to ROLL

By KEN SHMIDHEISER
Managing Editor

What gets six miles a gallon,
travels over a million miles a
year and costs $3.7 million to
drive?
If you answered 133 Pulaski

County school buses, you go to
the head of the class.
Shuttling 8,400 county

students to and from their
respective schools is, to quote
School Supt. Steve Butcher, “an awesome job.”
That job includes coordinating the 140 county

school bus drivers who handle 116 routes. Each
driver must possess a Commercial Drivers License

606­678­8191

Photos by Ken Shmidheiser

Chuck Abrams,
at left, and Keith
Black work on a
hydraulic pump
in one of Pulaski
County’s 133
school buses.
The technicians
are equipped to
handle any
problem.

Each school day, 8,400 Pulaski
County students are transported
7,000 miles by bus. This is the
story of the team that keeps
them safe and on schedule.

(CDL) with a passenger
endorsement and have
completed 44 hours of
specialized training.
Pulaski County school buses

service eight elementaries, two
middle and three high schools.
“We are also in our fourth

year of handling student
transportation for the Area
Technology School,” noted
Sherry Super, a spokesperson

Pulaski for the county school district.County

Don’t let outward appearances fool you. Today’s
school bus—with the possible exception of still

▼▼ See SCHOOL BUSES, Page A8

A console of
switches on a
school bus looks
like mission con­
trol. The district
goes through 300
tires a year. Steve
Woods, at left, is
fleet maintenance
supervisor for the
Pulaski County
School District.
Like all on his
team, he is both a
skilled technician
and certified bus
driver... as well as
being a nice guy.
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MIFFED
■■ Ferguson annexation
draws ‘concern’ from
Somerset & Burnside

By BILL MARDIS the northeast.
Editor Emeritus Ferguson City Council

has unanimously approvedFERGUSON—Offic­ ordinances expres­
ials of Somerset and sing intent to annex
Burnside have ex­ almost all of new
pressed concern four­lane Ky. 1247
about the city of as well as Ky. 914
Ferguson’s plan to ( s o u t h e a s t e r n
annex highway cor­ bypass) from the
ridors that would current city limits
extend its city lim­ east to Rush
its south to Burn­ Branch Road.
side and east to North Frank
Rush Branch Road. Denham Road, an
If annexed, the extension of Gov­

highways would ef­ er’s Lane, is in­
fectively establish a cluded in a third
narrow band of Ferguson annexation ordinance.
around Somerset to the
southeast and Burnside to ▼▼ See ANNEXATION, Page A2

Whitaker faces
murder charges
■■ Indicted in Lincoln Co.
By BEN KLEPPINGER aker, 27, of Somerset on
Danville Advocate­Messenger the charges Tuesday.

According to policeSTANFORD — More reports, Whitaker drove his
than five weeks after Berea pickup truck over the
residents John and center line while
Lavada Rowland traveling south on
were killed instantly U.S. 27 the night of
in a head­on July 9, colliding head­
collision along U.S. on with the Rowlands’
27 near the Lincoln­ Toyota Corolla. The
Garrard county line, Rowlands were on
the driver of the Brett their way out of
other vehicle has Whitaker Stanford after
been indicted on two working on a building
counts of wanton murder. they were helping to turn
A Lincoln County grand

jury indicted Brett Whit­ ▼▼ See WHITAKER, Page A8

Bad brake
An elderly Somerset
woman escaped
serious injury yester­
day afternoon when
her runaway truck rolled
down a steep driveway
on Neighborly Way —
dragging her along with
it. Yvonne K. Stechishin,
71, told Somerset
Police she couldn’t get
the truck to move, and
got out to investigate.
She then realized she
had left the parking
brake on, and reached
in to release it. There
was one problem: The
truck was running in
reverse. The door
caught her as the truck
rolled down the
driveway, across the
road, and into some
brush. She was treated
for minor injuries.

Photo by Tricia Neal
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Roadshow underway at Hampton
SOMERSET — The Ohio Valley Refinery &

Roadshow is currently going on this week at the
Hampton Inn & Suites in Somerset, at 4141 South
U.S. 27 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. (and on Saturday 9 .m.­
4 p.m.).

During this event, local residents will have the
exciting opportunity to sit with experts from around
the world and sell their items to our collectors.
Nearly all coins and paper currency, vintage jewelry,
war memorabilia, musical instruments and toys
made prior to 1965 are highly sought after by
collectors.

The Ohio Valley Refinery & Roadshow has its
own refinery and will also be looking to buy all types
of gold, silver, and platinum. During the event
residents will have an opportunity to speak with
experts from around the globe and not only find out
what their items are worth, but sell them. For
additional information call 217­726­7590

Somerset Police pass KSP audit
SOMERSET — The Kentucky State Police

recently conducted a Quality Assurance Review
(QAR) of the Somerset Police Department’s Uniform
Crime Report policy and procedures.

The audit is conducted to alert agencies to any
areas in their reporting process that may alter
portrayal of local, state, or federal crime statistics.

A member of the Kentucky State Police Criminal
Justice Information System Compliance staff
conducted a review of 40 class A offenses which
include burglaries, robberies, and drug related
crimes.

They also examined 40 class B offenses that
include forgeries, disorderly conduct, and DUI.

The result of the examination produced no over­
reported, under­reported, or inaccurate reports.

“The Somerset Police Department will continue
our commitment to professionalism and accuracy
when complying with the reporting requirements
mandated by the FBI and the Kentucky State
Police,” Major Doug Nelson said about the audit.

/QUV UVCVGU UGG NKVVNG EJCPIG KP LQDNGUU TCVG
In July, unemployment rates fell in 18 states and the District of Columbia,
while 14 states reported an increase and 18 remained unchanged. 
Unemployment rate, July 2010 

3.6 to 6.0% 6.1 to 8.0 8.1 to 10.0 10.1 to 14.2 

School Buses
Continued from FRONT
being yellow—is a far cry from the
bus that hauled baby boomers to
class in the 1960s. Equipped with
up to five computers, GPS, a
dizzying array of safety devices, a
“blackbox,” and dual onboard
digital cameras to allow a driver
to monitor the well­being of his or
her young charges, a 2010 school
bus is a marvel of modern
technology. But that technology
comes at a cost: An average school
bus costs the district $77,000,
according to Wayne Bennett,
transportation director.

“The two pillars of a successful
transportation organization are
safe drivers and safe buses,”
Bennett explained. “A
comprehensive, safety directed
driver training program produces
safe drivers. Thorough and timely
vehicle inspections and
maintenance results in safe
buses.”

The latter functions—
inspection and maintenance—are
the job of Steve Woods, fleet
supervisor.

And it’s a big job.
“Every bus gets a 40­step

inspection once a month to insure
that it meets local, state and
federal regulations,” Woods
explained. “State law dictates the
kind of equipment we have, and
the inspection process.”

To keep the buses rolling,
Woods and his team of four
mechanic/technicians, possess
skills in several disciplines
ranging from simple mechanics to
advanced electronics and
computer science. And all the
personnel are, themselves,
certified school bus drivers. Team

Photos by Ken Shmidheiser
Members of the Pulaski County School District Fleet Maintenance
team include, front row from left, Sam Kelly and Steve Woods,
supervisor; and back row, Keith Black, Bobby Woodall and Chuck
Abrams.

... the rest of the story.

SCIENCE HILL INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

• 8 buses
• Transportation Budget: $131,262
• Miles driven per year: 26,000

“Our bus drivers have the most important position in our
district. Children's lives are literally at stake twice per day
and we only hire and keep extremely competent and serious
adults in these critical positions.
Even if we invest the time and money in training someone,
if they give us the least bit of concern behind the wheel, we
cut them loose,”

Science Hill Supt. Rick Walker

SOMERSET INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

• 11 buses
• Transportation Budget: $437,037.57
• Miles driven per year: 55,000

“School buses and school bus drivers play an extremely
important role in protecting our children as they travel to
and from school and school events. The National Safety
Council has stated that travel by school bus is the safest
mode of transportation on the road. I am happy that we
employ some of the best school bus drivers in this part of the
state of Kentucky.”

Transportation Director Noel Hargis

Nevertheless, fuel costs the
district $562,337.78 a year.

Another improvement that has
evolved is driver comfort.

“Our newer buses have
adjustable pedals and air ride
seats, and since 2007 every bus
has dual onboard cameras. Even
though it would have been nice
this hot summer, air conditioning
at $10,000 per bus is still out of
the budget,” Woods said.

“Everything in our buses is
designed for safety. Buses have
onboard GPS trackers and black
boxes that can return valuable
data. Our job is to carefully
document the maintenance of all

133 buses, and to keep everything
working for the safety of our
students and drivers,” Woods
said.

Speaking of the behind­the­
scene role Woods and his crew
play in the daily safe
transportation of 8,400 students,
Supt. Butcher made this
observation:

“Pulaski County is the third
largest county in Kentucky which
translates into over 7,000 miles a
day traveled by school buses! Our
entire transportation department
does an awesome job at keeping
our buses in top shape and
keeping our children safe.”

Highest,
Nevada 
14.3% 

Lowest,
North

 Dakota 
3.6% 

D.C. 

Note: All figures are seasonally adjusted 

Brandon Bray charged in burglary
SOMERSET — A man was arrested this week

after authorities responded to a report of a possible
burglary in progress at a residence on Bourbon
Road in Somerset.

Deputies with the Pulaski County Sheriff’s
Department received a report from Pulaski County
911 that a male had been seen entering a residence
on Bourbon Road yesterday morning. When they
arrived, they discovered the suspect had already left
the residence, but deputies followed the man’s trail
to another home on Bourbon Road.

The suspect was found at that location, and
during his arrest the suspect allegedly gave a false
name to deputies.

“After being warned several times the male still
refused to give his real name,” stated a press release
from the sheriff’s department.

The suspect was later identified as Brandon D.
Bray, 26, of 1031 Bourbon Road, Somerset. Bray was
charged with second­degree burglary, giving a peace
officer a false name and, separately, failure to
appear in Pulaski District Court.

Bray was lodged in the Pulaski County Detention
Center.

members include Keith Black,
Bobby Woodall, Chuck Abrams
and Sam Kelly.

“Over the years we have seen
mechanical devices such as
vacuum controls replaced by
computers, sensors and electronic
modules,” Woods noted.

Work performed at the county
bus garage may be as mundane as
changing the 300­plus tires the
buses wear out in the course of a
year, to assuring the safety of
anti­lock break systems. In a
given day fleet personnel may be
called to work on Cummins,
Monarch, Allison, Caterpillar,
International, Thomas and a
variety of other brand equipment.

“We do everything but
warranty work in­house—
engines, brakes, transmissions,
you name it,” Woods said.

Interestingly, the six­miles­
per­gallon fuel mileage of an
average 66­passenger diesel­
powered school bus has not
changed all that much over the
years.

“But there is a big difference in
the amount of pollution,” Woods
noted. “Modern buses have much
cleaner exhaust and create less
pollution. But they also have
much more complicated systems.”

Wilbert Vault & Monument 
2748 N. Hwy. 1247 
Somerset, KY 42503 
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Montgomery said investigators are was taken Aug. 17 for a probationWhitaker still waiting for blood test results violation. Montgomery said Whitaker
from state police but do have results was on shock probation for a second­Continued from FRONT of samples taken at the hospital. The degree assault conviction that
wanton murder charges are based on resulted in a seven­year prison

into a new church. the suspicion that Whitaker was sentence.
Whitaker was airlifted to the intoxicated, he said. Whitaker also has several

University of Kentucky Chandler “When someone is charged with previous misdemeanors on his
Medical Center with non­life­ wanton on a DUI, basically they were record, including public intoxication
threatening injuries. driving intoxicated is the allegation,” and driving under the influence,

Lincoln County Coroner Farris he said. “Obviously, the charges are Montgomery said.
Marcum noted at the time of the based on wantonness, so he was In addition to the wanton murder
crash that Whitaker had containers intoxicated.” charges, Whitaker faces a charge of
of alcohol in the vehicle with him. Whitaker is in the Madison being a persistent felony offender.

Commonwealth’s Attorney Eddy County Detention Center, where he
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