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Fr. Matt's Musings
2/24/22 or 2/24/22

Twosday

This past Tuesday was 2/22/22 or 2/22/22. It is written the same forward as
backward. As a matter of fact, all the days this week follow that same pattern.
Palindromes are fun in letters: mom, dad, pop, deed, noon, etc., as well as
numbers.

Jean Pierre Camus was ordained a bishop in his twenties. It was a common
practice in France at the time of Francis de Sales to honor members of the
aristocracy. This practice was amended during the Catholic Reformation in the
internal reform of the Church. Soon after his ordination, Camus decided he no
longer wanted to be a bishop. The promise of celibacy did not sit well with him.
He was advised to visit Francis de Sales, bishop of Geneva, for some advice.
Francis did not show much sympathy for Camus’ case, but instead, he told him
that he was a bishop now, so be the best bishop possible. Camus was
humbled by this message and asked Francis if he could join him for some time
to learn how to be a bishop.

In his time with Francis, Jean Pierre was touched, impressed, and a bit
dumbfounded by Francis’s devotion, patience, and goodness with the
members of his diocese. Camus concluded that no one could be that patient
and kind all the time. The two traveled through the diocese of Geneva, and one
night Camus discovered that there was a small hole in the wall between the
two men’s rooms. He spied on Francis to find that moment when Francis would
express his frustration or anger or something from his daily dealings with so
many people. To his surprise, he discovered that Francis was the same when
he was alone, as he was when he was with others.

Although this is not a true palindrome, it does express a notion of character.
Sometimes we are moving ahead with confidence, virtue, and solid faith. Other
times, we are in reverse, turned upside down, and life is throwing us nothing
but curveballs. Can we be who we are and be that well no matter what
direction we are heading in life?

Live Jesus!
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Moving Forward Together in the Service of God

Fr. Matt sends a regular "Musings" email to share his thoughts with the OLGC Community. You're
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mailto:frhillyard@olgcva.org

receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in these messages. Please
add frhillyard@olgcva.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!

If you know someone who would like to be added to the list have them
email communications@olgcva.org.
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