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      Genesis VIn This Issue …
In this issue you will find a feature on 10 

talented directors who translate stories 
from the page to the stage and screen.

 One, Kevin Sullivan ’76, is famous 
for his work on major motion 
pictures such as the Bernie Mac-
Ashton Kutcher hit Guess Who. 
Another, Bart Sher ’77, received 
two Tony nominations for best 
director for the Broadway musi-
cals The Light in the Piazza and 
Awake and Sing! The Intiman 
Theatre, where he works as artis-
tic director, received the Tony for 
Best Regional Theatre.
 Each of the 10 have varying 
levels of fame and success, but all 
have something in common: They 
are storytellers.
 Every story has deep within 
it a small spark that, if properly 
fanned, will flame into life and 
light, and they know just how to 
do this.
 We celebrate their accom-
plishments because we know the 
importance of stories. They serve 
us best, I think, when they help us 
make sense out of chaos. That’s 
why so many movies and plays 
and television shows deal with 
death and loss. (Just how many 
CSI shows are there? I’ve lost 
count.)
 Recently, I’ve relied on sto-
ries to help me deal with recent tragedies.
 Last August the SI community lost 
Steve Cannata ’66 after his second bout 
with leukemia. I attended his packed fu-
neral at St. Ignatius Church and heard 
story after story that reminded me of this 
man’s goodness and love. (Genesis V pub-
lished Steve’s obituary in the last issue; if 
you missed it, I encourage you to read it 
through our online edition.)
 Steve’s last case, one against Lockheed 
Martin, involved industrial espionage and 
the bribery of government officials in Ko-
rea. A month before his death, he learned 
that he had won the trial. He also won the 

affection of everyone involved in the case, 
including Judge Maureen Duffy-Lewis, 
who, on Dec. 15, held a memorial service in 
a courtroom crowded with his family and 

all of his former colleagues from Blecher & 
Collins. “The judge was so impressed with 
Steve and so taken by his death, that she 
organized this service in her courtroom,” 
said Steve’s friend and law partner Ralph 
Hofer. “In all my years practicing law, I’ve 
never heard of a judge honoring an attor-
ney in this fashion.” Many spoke at the 
service, including Steve’s wife, Cathy, and 
son Joe ’9�.
 Months earlier, at Steve’s funeral, I sat 
next to Curtis Mallegni ’67, Steve’s close 
friend. He told the story of Steve’s tenure as 
Fathers’ Club president. SI Principal Steve 
Nejasmich gave him the task of broad-
ening the group’s scope to include more 

members, and he set about to do just that. 
Thanks to him, the Fathers’ Club member-
ship increased dramatically. Come to the 
next Crab-and-Cards night or Welcome 
Back Barbecue, and you’ll see the Carlin 
Commons packed with men, many new to 
the SI community, who feel welcomed and 
at home.
 This is Steve Cannata’s legacy to SI. 
And the stories remind us that his good 
work will live on for years to come.

  Last September another 
tragedy rocked the SI commu-
nity when classmates Zachary 
Roche-Balsam, who attended 
SI in his freshman year, and Bo-
ris Albinder ’05 were killed in 
separate incidents on the same 
night.
  I went to another friend, 
John Goldberg ’75, captain of 
SFPD’s Mission Station, to hear 
stories, once again, to help make 
sense of this darkness. I asked 
questions that had no good an-
swers: Why did these young men 
die? What could have been done 
to prevent their deaths? John, in 
an interview printed in this issue, 
did his best to explain the roots 
of violence and to offer concrete 
advice that you might want to 
read and share with your own 
children. 
  We tell stories not only to 
understand tragedy but also to 
celebrate, and SI has much to 
take joy in this year, from league 
and sectional football cham-
pionships (breaking a 39-year 
drought) to the construction of 

a new hall of music, a key component of 
the Genesis V campaign.
  I like my job as editor because I get 
to do the same thing that these directors 
do — tell stories. In essence, it’s what 
all the teachers and coaches at SI do. 
They offer direction to the current crop 
of Wildcats by telling stories, ones that 
are timeless, ones that help us mourn, 
ones that shed light, make us laugh and 
remind us of who we are. These stories 
make us feel as if we’re all actors on the 
same stage and, sometimes, as part of 
the same audience, experiencing the ca-
tharsis that helps us go on.

— Paul Totah ’75 

Victoria Clark in a scene 
from Lincoln Center 
Theatre’s production of 
The Light in the Piazza, 
with book by Craig Lucas, 
music and lyrics by Adam 
Guettel and direction by 
Bartlett Sher at the Vivian 
Beaumont Theater. Photo 
by Joan Marcus.
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The Genesis V: New Horizons cam-
paign is a year old and already more 
than a third of the way to meeting its 

$50 million goal.
 To date, generous donors have com-
mitted more than $18 million in gifts and 
pledges, with a third of that earmarked to 
help needy students afford an SI education.
 Tuition assistance is just one of the 
campaign’s four goals. The others include 
the completion of a choral arts building, a 
retreat center and two additional athletic 
fields.
 Construction is well underway on the 
Mary Ann and Jack Gibbons Hall of Music, 
the Columbus Piazza and the Doris Duke 
Wall Choral Room, thanks to lead gifts by 
Jack Gibbons ’37, Monica Devereux and 

Chris Columbus and Dr. C. Allen Wall ’�6.
 The $1� million complex also includes 
four classrooms, the Dana Family Batting 
Center with two underground batting cages 
and a weight room. Devcon Construction 
expects to complete the project by Septem-
ber �007, and SI plans a gala opening in Oc-
tober.
 For the retreat center, SI revised its plans 
to build at St. Vincent’s School in San Rafael 
after extensive study.
 “As it turned out, it would be less ex-
pensive to construct a brand new building 
on another site than to go forward at St. 
Vincent’s,” said SI Board of Trustee Chair-
man Mark Cleary ’6�.
 The school is now hoping to build a 
new retreat center by purchasing a 30-acre 
parcel in either Marin or Sonoma Counties, 
and several sites are under consideration.
 The final part of the Genesis V cam-
paign involves adding artificial turf to two 
fields near the school. Workers have already 
completed construction on one site adja-
cent to Pollicita School in Daly City. SI is in 
negotiations with both Daly City and San 
Francisco for a second site.
 Already, soccer teams have practiced 
and competed at the Pollicita field, and lat-
er in the year the lacrosse and field hockey 
teams will make good use of this site, as 
well.

 “All of these will be beautiful additions 
to the campus,” said Development Direc-
tor Joe Vollert ’8�. “We’re looking to new 
horizons to the north, south and west of 
the school that will expand our ability to 
serve current students and generations yet 
to come.”

Genesis V: New Horizons Well Underway

The future Mary 
Ann & Jack Gibbons 
Hall of Music as seen 
from the Columbus 
Piazza.

Below: the new 
weight room.

Corrections
In the fall Annual Report, Linda Grimes 
should have been included in the Father 
Carlin Heritage Society. Also, the Grace 
Caldwell Magill Memorial Scholarship 
was incorrectly listed.
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Thanks to great advice from a talented 
investment committee, SI’s endow-
ment fund has grown substantially.

 In fact, according to the Commonfund 
Benchmark study, of more than 700 educa-
tional institutions, only 10 had ranked in 
the top quartile in any three of the past four 
years. SI did even better, finishing in the top 
decile for five of the past six review periods.
 Overall, SI’s investments have an annual-
ized return of 11 percent over the past four 
years, ranking SI in the 1�th percentile of the 
Total Fund Universe of the Independent Con-
sultants Consortium — a universe of more 
than 8,000 funds made up of the accounts of 
17 independent consulting firms across the 
U.S. as well as the custodial accounts of State 
Street Bank and Trust.
 Adele Berwanger, a managing director of 
Cantebury Consulting and the consultant to 
SI’s investment committee, attributed the suc-
cess to several factors, “including the strength 
of the committee as a whole and the leadership 
of Committee Chairman Tom Bertelsen.”
 She also cited the committee’s relatively 
small size, with 10 members most of whom 
are “experienced investors who have exper-
tise in institutional and individual investing. 
This committee consistently listens, discusses 
and is able to make smart decisions.”

 For example, adds Berwanger, “the com-
mittee was early for a fund of its size in in-
vesting carefully in real estate, hedge funds 
and private capital. The investments in these 
areas, as well as the diversification of the total 
fund, has allowed for excellent returns.”
 The endowment’s value stood at ap-
proximately $53 million last October. Each 
year, the school draws down �.5 percent of 
the market value in order to ensure the fund’s 
growth to support scholarships in the future.
 “Our objective is to provide an inter-
generational sustainability so that we’re not 
favoring today’s students over tomorrow’s,” 
added Bertelsen.
 He attributed the committee’s success 
to “the fact that we diversified more exten-
sively than a comparably sized endowment 
and tried to emulate the success that we saw 
at Yale University. We carefully chose fund 
managers, including Dodge & Cox, who 
proved extremely successful as our value 
manager.”
 Bertelsen also praised the members of the 
committee. “Each brings extensive investment 
experience in areas such as venture capital, 
private equity and real estate. And they un-
derstand that our primary role is to maintain 
a constant level of scholarship funding in real 
dollars, adjusted for inflation.” 

Fr. Walsh Installed as SI’s 26th President 

SI held its annual President’s Cabinet Reception in October to 
honor the school’s benefactors and to celebrate the installation 
of Fr. Robert Walsh, S.J. (right), as its new president. Among the 
guests were (above from left) Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Hagan ’87, 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Hagan ’85, Mr. & Mrs. Wynn White ’82, Mr. Matt 
Farley, SJ, and Fr. Michael McCarthy, S.J. ’82 a new member of 
SI’s Board of Trustees.

Investment Committee’s Wise Stewardship 
Helps the School’s Endowment Fund Grow
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Father Harry V. 
Carlin, S.J.,

Heritage Society

We especially thank the following 

lifetime friends who have made provi-

sions in their estate plans — bequests, 

charitable trusts, gifts of life insurance 

or retirement funds — to support SI’s 

Endowment Fund. Such gifts provide 

for the long-term welfare of SI and may 

also provide donors with valuable tax 

and income benefits during their life-

time. The forethought and generosity 

of the following is most appreciated:

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stecher ’6�

Ambassadors

The Doelger Charitable Trust 

Mrs. Raymond Allender

Mr. George Baldocchi

Mr. & Mrs. David Bernstein ’80

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Bertelsen

Mr. Tom Bertken ’50 

& Sheila McManus

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Blom ’55

Mr. Thomas P. Brady ’31

Mr. William E. Britt ’36

Mrs. Gerhard Broeker

Mr. & Mrs. Gregoire Calegari

Mrs. Beatrice Carberry

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Carroll ’�3

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel R. Coffey ’7�

Mr. James E. Collins ’��

Mr. Gerald W. Conlan ’�7

Mrs. Lillian Corriea

Mrs. & Mrs. Kevin Coyne ’67

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Cranston

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard P. Delmas ’�7

Mr. Harold J. De Luca ’�9

Ms. Christine Dohrmann

Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Downs ’73

Ms. Mary Driscoll

Mr. & Mrs. John Duff

Mr. Frank M. Dunnigan ’70

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Enright

Mrs. Myrtis E. Fitzgerald

Mr. & Mrs. Jack J. Fitzpatrick ’60

Mr. & Mrs. John J. Gibbons ’37

Mr. & Mr. Rick Giorgetti

Mrs. Fred Grant

Mrs. Linda Griimes

Mrs. William Healy

Mr. John P. Horgan ’3�

Dr. Peter Kane ’51

All it takes is a push of a button to re-
mind students that they now sit in �1st 
century classrooms.

 Screens descend from walls; ceiling-mount-
ed LCDs project images from laptop computers 
with Wi-Fi connections to the Internet; songs 
erupt from wall-mounted speakers.
 After the lessons, students slide their mod-
ular chairs and tables out of straight rows and 
form tables and groups for discussion, while 
around them they see the fruits of their work 
neatly mounted on tack-board walls.
 Welcome to the new SI.

 Back in 1969, the Jesuits built a state-
of-the-art school for their students. Over the 
years, the school has remodeled the science 
labs and added new facilities to keep on the 
cutting edge of education.
 This past summer, SI spent $� million to 
tear apart and rebuild nearly every classroom 
in the school’s most recent effort to modernize 
the campus.
 Several generous donors have helped pay 
for the classroom updates and new construc-
tion, including the family and friends of Ralph 
Schwall, an SI dad who died in August �005 
at �9. Thanks to $50,000 raised by his family,  
along with Genentech co-workers and friends, 

biology classroom 3�3 now bears his name.
 A $90,000 bequest from the James Horan 
Trust also helped with construction costs. 
James “Don” Horan ’38, a well-known pari-
mutuel clerk (the person behind the betting 
window at a race track), died Dec. �8, �005, 
after complications from pneumonia. 
 “He was a longtime supporter of SI, who 
had the Genesis magazine proudly displayed 
on his coffee table and an SI magnet on his 
refrigerator,” said Neal McGettigan ’59, the 
attorney for the estate.
 Horan had served in the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and was based on the Aleutian 
Islands. After the war, he worked at many of 
the state’s racetracks and was a lifelong fan of 
the ’�9ers, Giants and Raiders. Soon, one of 
the renovated classrooms will bear his name.
 A gift of $50,000 from First Republic 
Bank named an additional classroom. In its 
desire to establish a partnership between busi-
ness and schools, First Republic Bank hopes 
to recognize the work that SI has done over 
the years and its commitment to help meet the 
educational needs of today’s students.
 Also, two of the four new classrooms 
in the campus expansion project have been 
named — one by the Herbst Foundation (a 
longtime supporter of the school that donated 
another $100,000 towards this project) and 
another through a bequest by Donna Balzarini 
in honor of Donald White ’��.
  While students wait for the new classrooms 
to open in August �007, they now enjoy the re-
modeled classrooms in the main school building. 
 The remodeled classrooms also feature 
new bookshelves, lowered ceilings with re-
cessed lighting, new carpeting and tack boards 
along the walls to allow teachers to post stu-
dent work and improve classroom acoustics.

SI’s Classrooms Get a High-Tech Makeover

developmentnews

Family & friends of Ralph Schwall 
at the classroom dedication.
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Mrs. Lida Lalanne

Mrs. Phyllis Lavelle

Mr. George D. Leal ’51

Mr. & Mrs. Henry Leidich

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lovette ’63

Mr. John M. Mahoney ’65

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Maioli ’60

Mr. & Mrs. Mike McCaffery

Mrs. Cornelius McCarthy

Judge E. Warren McGuire ’��

Mr. Terrence V. McGuire ’�5

Mr. Patrick McSweeney ’55

Dr. Allison Metz

Mr. & Mrs. David Mezzera ’6�

Mrs. John Mitchell

Mr. & Mrs. James Monfredini ’65

Mrs. Frank Mullins

Mr. Jeffrey J. Mullins ’67

Mr. & Mrs. Leo J. Murphy ’65

Mr. & Mrs. Martin D. Murphy ’5�

Former Ambassadors
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Mr. Charles Ostrofe ’�9

Miss Joan Pallas

Mrs. Kathleen Paver
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Mr. Emmet Purcell ’�0

Mrs. James J. Raggio

Mr. & Mrs. Dante Ravetti ’�9

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Reilly ’83

Rev. Vincent Ring

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Roberts ’75

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Ryan

Mr. L. Emmett Schaefer

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Scollin ’65

Mrs. Juana Sevilla

Mr. William L. Teglia Jr. ’65

Mr. Michael Thiemann ’7�

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tomasello ’67

Mrs. Elizabeth Travers

Mrs. James A. Walsh

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Worner ’36

Father Harry V. Carlin, S.J. 
Heritage Society 
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Linda and Tony Bonino ’71 never thought 
they would find themselves so involved 
with supporting the performing arts. 

Their interests and achievements involved ath-
letics, not theatre. Tony played football in his 
four years at SI, and Linda was an avid tennis 
player on the European youth circuit.
 Then their daughter, Dominique, developed 
a taste and talent for singing, dancing and act-
ing, and they found themselves driving her to 
rehearsals and performances year-round.
 In the fall, the Boninos made a $100,000 
donation to fund a scholarship at SI, but instead 
of directing it toward the construction of new 
athletics facilities, they requested that the finan-
cial aid go to students interested in the perform-
ing arts.
 Thanks to the family’s largesse, the Bonino 
Family Performing Arts Scholarship will make 
an SI education affordable each year for three 
students — a sophomore, junior and senior 
— who show talent in and dedication to mu-
sic, dance, drama or any combination of these 
fields.
 They also hope their gift shines the spotlight 
on SI’s performing arts programs, which, they 
feel, do not receive as much attention as athlet-
ics.
 “Students performing in shows often attend 
multiple eighth period classes, have rehearsals on 
weekdays and weekends and, during technical 
rehearsals, work until late at night,” said Tony. 
“It reminds me of when I was playing football 
at SI and had double practices. But I competed 
only in the fall. The arts demand a year-round 
commitment from students and a tremendous 
amount of juggling of schedules to achieve excel-
lence in both the classroom and on the stage.”
 Students in the arts programs, added Linda, 
“tend to be extremely well rounded and deserve 
as much attention as SI’s athletes.”

 Both Tony and Linda are grateful for their 
daughter’s devotion to the arts. “Had it not been 
for her, we would probably not have developed 
as much of a passion ourselves nor attend as 
many plays, concerts and recitals as we now do 
on a regular basis,” added Linda.
 Tony still has fond memories of his time at 
SI, with two years spent at the Stanyan Street 
campus and two on 37th Avenue.
 “The great traditions of SI seemed every-
where at the old school. Everyone went to the 
rallies, and thousands of fans went to the foot-
ball games at Kezar.”
 SI, he added, “taught me to the value of 
giving back to those who gave me so much. SI 
gave me confidence. The teachers taught us to 
achieve, and we respected them because they 
were larger than life. I still remember students 
making way in the halls for Fr. Becker, Mr. Cor-
win or J.B. Murphy.”
 SI is grateful for the Boninos for their gener-
ous gift, one that will help SI keep its promise 
never to turn away a qualified applicant for fi-
nancial reasons.
 If you are interested in starting a scholar-
ship to give the gift of education to a deserving 
student, contact Joe Vollert ’8�, director of de-
velopment, at (�15) 731-7500, ext. 319, or send 
him an email at jvollert@siprep.org. 

 Longtime math teacher Michael Silvestri 
’67 praised the new equipment, which he uses 
each day. “The digital presenter allows students 
to project their homework onto the screen. They 
then stand in front of class and use a pointer to 
show how they solved a problem. It’s far more en-
tertaining than using a blackboard and chalk.”
 Silvestri also projects images from his 
computer onto the screen, and he can save 
those lessons and email them to absent stu-
dents or post them on his web site. “I’m hav-

ing a ball,” he added. “The new equipment is 
just great.”
 “The purpose of the classroom renovation 
is to incorporate current technology into the 
curriculum,” said Director of Development Joe 
Vollert ’8�, who also praised SI Regent Karen 
Rollandi for leading the drive to raise money 
to name each of the remodeled classrooms.
 If you are interested in making a gift to 
the school, contact Vollert at (�15) 731-7500, 
ext. 319, or by email at jvollert@siprep.org.

Boninos Create Performing Arts Scholarship
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Donors Honored at Luncheon
Students who received the honor of a named schol-
arship gathered in September to meet their benefac-
tors. Pictured below are members of the Cannata, 
Moore and Toboni families along with students 

If SI offered awards for those least likely 
and most likely to join its Father Car-
lin Heritage Society, Debbie and Phil 

Downs ’73 might win both prizes.
 The Terra Linda residents found them-
selves the youngest members at the Carlin 
Society luncheon held for members at Sau-
salito’s Spinnaker Restaurant May �3. The 
Society honors those who have included 
the school in their estate plans.
 “We’ve got to get some folks our age 
to join,” Mrs. Downs said. 
 The Downs were both in their �0s 
when they put a bequest to SI in their living 
trust in �001, far too young to be on any-
one’s list of top planned giving prospects. 
Also, the Downs now pay $5�,000-a-year 
in tuition for their children; many couples 
in similar situations might not consider a 
gift to a school in their estate planning.
 But Phil, a San Francisco policeman 
with plans to become a high school history 
teacher, and Debbie, �0 years an insurance 
broker, are in many ways an ideal Carlin 
Society couple. Their family connections 
with SI are profound. Phil Sr. and his two 
oldest sons, Patrick ’03 and Phil Jr. ’99, 
are graduates of the school, and youngest 
son Kevin is an SI sophomore. Also, their 
daughter, Katie Grace, a fifth grader, hopes 
to become a member of SI’s class of �01�. 
 The Downs are also tethered to the 
school emotionally. “Faith, love and edu-
cation are the three best gifts you can give 
your children,” Mrs. Downs said. “I re-

member when our son Philip completed 
Kairos, the senior retreat. Phil and I looked 
at each other and knew SI was worth ev-
ery penny. The school has given our boys a 
sense of service to others.” 
 The Downs found including SI in their 
living trust convenient and satisfying, and 
they hope some of her contemporaries will 
join them. 
 “We are so grateful that the boys are 
part of the SI community,” she said. “At 
the time we made our bequest, I told Steve 
Lovette and Father Tony that we had done 
this. We don’t expect that SI will get any-
thing for a long time, but it was what we 
could do, so we did it. When we’re done 
with all this tuition, we can make other 
gifts as well.”
 Their SI ties reach back 35 years. 
In 197�, when Phil was an SI junior, his 
father died. His mother died during his 
freshman year at the UC Berkeley. “Father 

Sauer was there for me at those times in 
his unassuming and approachable way,” 
he said. 
 He added that SI’s theme of self-for-
others had much to do with his getting 
into police work. Now a sergeant in the 
Mounted Unit of the San Francisco Police 
(“It took �3 years before I got the horse,” 
he said), he will be retiring from the de-
partment in �007. He is studying history 
at UC Berkeley in preparation for a sec-
ond career as a high school teacher.
 For 13 years, the Downs have chaired 
checkout at the Father’s Club Auction, 
an operation that now requires 35 volun-
teers. They’ve also hosted home events for 
the football teams. Phil has appeared at SI 
career days for years. Both at career days 
and in his classes at Cal, he uses an old 
quote to illustrate the widening influence 
of students well taught: “From among 
those who are now merely students, in 
time some will depart to play diverse roles  
— one to preach and carry on the care of 
souls, another to government of the land 
and the administration of justice, and oth-
ers to other callings.” 
 “Everyone’s surprised when I tell them 
St. Ignatius wrote that,” he said.
 The school is pleased to list Phil and 
Debbie Downs as members of the Father 
Carlin Heritage Society. For information 
on bequests and Carlin Society member-
ship, contact Joe Vollert at (�15) 731-7500 
ext. 319 or jvollert@siprep.org.

Fr. Carlin Heritage Society Profile

Phil and Debbie Downs Lower Average Age of Carlin Society

who are receiving the Steven D. Cannata 
Scholarship. Pictured above are Jack Mona, 
Til Mossi, Don Holsten and Dick Wall, 
all members of the Class of 1952, which 
awards nine scholarships each year. Also 
at the table is Dr. Robert Wall ’50, repre-
senting the Charles A. & Albina Rossi Wall 
Scholarship.
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Over 70½ and Love SI? 
New Law May Help You

Age has its privileges especially if 
you like to make charitable gifts.
 For about a year-and-a-half, a 

new law will allow individuals aged 70½ 
and older to transfer up to $100,000 per 
year directly from an IRA to public non-
profit organizations such as SI without 
triggering a federal income tax. The law 
expires Dec. 31, �007. “For years, non-
profit organizations have been asking 
Congress to encourage gifts like this,” said 
SI’s Director of Development Joe Vollert. 
“This new legislation gives some of our 
donors a window of opportunity to make 
a very tax-effective gift.”
 In the past, any donor attempting to 
roll over retirement account funds to good 
causes would be subject to tax on the en-
tire amount transferred. The charitable 
deduction did not always offset the tax.
 The new law solves that problem for 
those over 70½ by allowing tax-free IRA 
withdrawals of up to $100,000 as long as 
the full amount goes directly to a quali-
fied public charity such as SI. For a written 
summary of the new law and to whom it 
applies, contact Vollert at (�15) 731-7500, 
ext. 319 or jvollert@siprep.org.

Michel and Mary Orradre paid a visit to SI in Octo-
ber. The Orradre Chapel and Courtyard are named 
after Michel’s brother, Stephen who died in a car 
accident in 1964.

New Members Join Board of Regents

Ramzi Dudum ’07, 
Student Body President

Paul Gaspari ’70, 
Fathers’ Club President

Nanette Gordon, 
SI parent

John Jack ’73, President & 
CEO of Fortify Software, Inc.

Mary Kay Leveroni, Learning 
Specialist, Stuart Hall

Leo McCarthy ’48, 
Former Calif. Lt. Governor

Paul Mohun ’84, Assoc. Gen. 
Counsel, real estate, Gap Inc.

Theresa Moore, 
Ignatian Guild President

Gerald Simon ’72, Retired 
Fire Chief, City of Oakland

Robert Szarnicki, 
Surgeon, CPMC

Barbara Talavan, 
faculty representative

Gregory Vaughan ’74, 
Managing Director for 
Morgan Stanley & Co., Inc.
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Teatro Sant’ 
Ignazio Fashion 
Show Dazzles

This year’s Ignatian Guild fashion show 
— Teatro Sant’ Ignazio — promised 
“fashion, chaos and cuisine.”

 The Nov. � dinner gala and Nov. 5 lun-
cheon delivered on that promise, offering 
fashions by some of the city’s leading bou-

tiques along with an after-dinner show fea-
turing a whirling dervish and contortionists 
now performing with Cirque du Soleil. 
 The party began a week earlier when SI 
parent Mara Fritz hosted a cocktail party to 
honor the show’s benefactors. 
 “The event has become not just a fash-
ion show but a theatrical experience that 
incorporates fashion,” said Susan Woodell-
Mascall, one of the three chairwomen of the 
event.
 While Mrs. Woodell-Mascall managed 
the runway entertainment, Barbara Rambo 
and Pam Wroolie managed all aspects of the 
show that occurred off the runway, ensur-
ing a financial success for the scholarship 
fund. So far, the show has netted a record 
$�35,000, with additional funds to be raised 
in March at the Fathers’ Club Playland at 
the Prep. At that event, two walk-on roles 
for one of Chris Columbus’s upcoming films 
will be auctioned off on behalf of the fashion 
show thanks to a donation by the Devereux-
Columbus family.
 These three chairwomen organized a 
host of volunteers and committee heads who 
raised record levels of underwriting and ad-
vertising support and created show-stopping 
decorations and gift baskets.
 The volunteers also acquired one-of-a-
kind raffle offerings, sold raffle tickets, orga-

nized models, coordinated with stores and 
coordinated professional and student enter-
tainers
 “The best part was watching all the 
pieces of the puzzle come flying into place,” 

said Mrs. Wroolie. “The experience was 
comparable to hosting a party at home, ob-
viously on a much grander scale. The gener-
osity of time, talent and attention to detail by 
all involved was so impressive. The resources 

The three chairwomen: Susan Mascall, Pam Wroo-
lie and Barbara Rambo with Theresa Moore.

The Mystic Pixies, part of 
Gregangelo Herrera’s Ve-
locity Circus, performed at 
the fashion show. The girls 
are now performing with 
Cirque du Soleil in Toronto.
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and experience that our committee chairs 
brought to the Teatro team was overwhelm-
ing and a huge factor in the success of the 
event.”
 The fashion show was such a success, 
added Ms. Rambo, “because the show re-
flected the wide spectrum of people who 
make up SI. Every imaginable talent and 
experience was generously offered. Those 
new to the SI community worked side-by-
side with families who have had kids here 
for years. There seemed no limit to the types 
of resources and skills people were willing 
to donate to the cause. I’m pleased that the 
event touched so many people in the school 
community.”
 The show’s theme, suggested by Ignatian 
Guild President Theresa Moore, also proved 
a big draw. The three event chairwomen and 
Moore went to Teatro ZinZanni in July to 
find inspiration. Later, through Suzanne 
Shimaneck and Susan Mallen, they heard 
of Gregangelo Herrera ’8�, the founding di-
rector of Velocity Circus. (See the article on 
Gregangelo in this issue.)

 He put together an after-dinner show 
that included his own whirling dervish act, a 
singer and three young contortionists — the 
Mystic Pixies — who drew a standing ova-
tion for their unique performance. (They 
performed their new act for the first time at 
SI before heading to Toronto to join Cirque 
du Soleil.)
 The fashion show gala dinner began 
with a cocktail party that featured Thunder, 
the Warrior’s Mascot, who promoted the 
raffle prize of a luxury suite at a Warrior’s 
game. Students also dressed in costumes to 
advertise other raffle prizes that included a 
weekend at the �007 NBA All Star events 
in Las Vegas, concerts by the Rolling Stones 
and Dixie Chicks and a trip to Florence.
 Once inside the Commons, guests 
watched circus-themed movie clips and 
a parade of fashions from a host of city 
stores. In between the fashion numbers, 
guests enjoyed performances by student 
dancers (with choreography by Lizette 

Dolan ’9�), student and faculty singers 
(with Ted Curry ’8� singing “Wilkom-
men” from Cabaret) and student jugglers 
and acrobats.
 Mrs. Woodell-Mascall thanked the Gap 
for donating the clothes used in the fashion 
show, which the school distributed to needy 
students. She also thanked Mrs. Shimaneck, 
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A
ll 

the 
Whirl ’s a Stage

a former model, who went to all the fittings 
to help choose fashions for each model and 
to offer advice on how to walk the runway.
 She praised Susan Mallen for serving 
as stage manager, Heidi Leupp for organiz-
ing hair and make-up people, Rick Hern 
for his work with video and lighting and 
Monique Kelleher for arranging costumes 
for the dancers.
 All three women thanked Tom Mc-
Guigan, assisted by Deb and Lee Dahl-
berg, for his four-course dinner and for 
providing a delicious lunch to a sold-out 
crowd the next day. The women also 
thanked Katie Kohmann and Tom Casey 
for providing support from the school.
 Mrs. Wroolie thanked Alice Seher, 

Judy de la Torre and Mary Casey for their 
wonderful decorations, and Ms. Rambo 
praised freshman parent Toni Kalpakoff 
for her raffle acquisitions, Brenda Max-
well for the gathering and assembly of gift 
baskets, Colleen O’Meara for advertising, 
Laura Baldwin for underwriting, and the 
trio of Jennifer Kockos, Kirsten McCarthy 
and Gail Diserens for all the publications 
work.
 The women also sang the praises of 
Rick Seramin, the owner of Abbey Rents, 
for not only delivering cost effective event 
equipment but also becoming a vital part 
of the onsite team from start to finish.
 “Most people think of fashion shows 
as having a narrow focus,” added Ms. 
Rambo. “Actually, this proved to be a clear 
example of what the SI community is all 
about. What might normally be a limited 
event turned out to have broad-based ap-
peal. That was a wonderful surprise, and 
it made our support of the student schol-
arship fund all the more rewarding. We 
were grateful to so many people who were 
generous with their time and resources.”
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       hy do so many SI grads go on to become 
talented and successful directors?
 It’s not that they like to be bossy. They will 
tell you that being successful in their profes-
sion involves a great deal of humility and col-
laboration.
 The 10 directors featured in this issue are, 
in order of graduation, Peter Devine ’66, Ron 
Lagomarsino ’69, Kevin Sullivan ’76, Bill 
Quinlan ’76, Jim Houghton ’76, Bart Sher 
’77, Jonathan Moscone ’82, Ted Curry ’82, 
Gregangelo Herrera ’84 (pictured here in his 

Whirling Dervish act at the fashion show) and 
Meredith Cecchin ’97.
 All of them point to SI’s phenomenal the-
atre arts department as one of the reasons they 
entered show business. There they learned 
how to work with others to tell a story using 
all the magic of stagecraft. They also discuss 
the importance of drama as more than mere 
entertainment. Stories, they remind us, are the 
mainstay of our culture, tradition and identity. 
They return us to ourselves.
 We hope you enjoy the show! — PT

W
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Bart Sher ’77 defies just about every 
stereotype of a famous director.
 Nominated twice as Best Director 

for the �005 and �006 Tony Awards, Sher is 
glad that the honor went to others.
 Also, while other directors were drawn 
like moths to the flames of Broadway foot-
lights, Sher came to directing in a roundabout 
way — through his love of rock concerts and 
writing.
 Finally, just consider the New York 
Times’ headline on a Nov. 5 feature on Sher. 
It reads “Can’t Read Music. No Italian. Di-
rects Opera,” referring to Sher’s new role 
as director of The Barber of Seville, which 
opened last November at the Metropolitan 
Opera.
 It might seem odd for anyone to express 
joy at being passed over for a Tony Award, 
as he was in �005 for The Light in the Piazza 
and again for the �006 revival of Awake and 
Sing! “But I’m a little superstitious,” he says. 
“I’m in no rush to win anything. I was just 
happy to be there to root for the actors in my 
shows.”
 Sher might have to start worrying a lit-
tle. He did win big in one category in �006 
— Best Regional Theatre — for the Seattle-
based Intiman Theatre where he serves as 
artistic director.
 Sher’s journey to Seattle and Broadway 
started at SI where he followed in the foot-
steps of his older brothers Tom ’66, Jeff ’67 

and Peter ’71. They introduced him not to 
the plays and musicals at SI but to Winter-
land and the Grateful Dead. Watching those 
frenzied spectacles, said Sher, “hooked me 
and made me want to create similar experi-
ences for audiences.”
 Sher didn’t set foot on the stage at SI 
until his final semester, when he joined the 
chorus of The King and I. “I had no talent 
other than an ability to dance, and that came 
from being an athlete. I joined the chorus 
only because I wanted to meet girls.”
 He did find himself drawn to the Jesuit 
style of education. “My teachers, like Fr. 
Drendel and Fr. Dodd, taught me to draw 
connections between ideas from different dis-
ciplines. I think that’s why I’m good at the-
atre, because it asks us to do the same thing. 
I learned from the Jesuits that religion, art, 
politics and life are all integrated and con-
nected. The more we understand the depths 
of these connections, the less likely we are to 
be deceived by our leaders. We carry our his-
tory with us to remind us of who we are. The 
Jesuits taught me how to think and armed 
me with the tools to be an artist and a con-
nected citizen.”
 Sher found that same philosophy at the 
Jesuit Holy Cross College in Massachusetts 
where he majored in English and began writ-
ing plays. He directed his first play only when 
he graduated from college and returned to 
SI at the tender age of ��. “I wasn’t worried 
about directing for the first time. During my 

interview for the job, I told Fr. Prietto, ‘It 
can’t be that hard.’”
 For two years, he taught five English 
classes and directed plays and musicals, in-
cluding Ten Little Indians, which starred 
Jonathan Moscone ’8�, who would later be-
come a close friend and fellow director. (See 
the feature on Jonathan in this issue.) He also 
directed Working, a musical of Studs Terkel’s 
famous book.
 “The theatre at SI was the first one I ever 
ran. I found myself directing some amazing 
kids and working with a brilliant crew, some 
of whom are now with companies like Dis-
ney.”
 Still, Sher believed in defying the ste-
reotype of the typical high school director. 
A member of SI’s golf team as a student, he 
went head-to-head with Fr. Prietto and Bob 
Drucker ’58 at the end-of-the-year faculty 
golf tournament. “I was determined that the 
drama coach not look like a geek.” Sher beat 
Drucker with a �5-foot put at the final hole.
 After SI, Sher first moved to San Di-
ego to help build the Plus Fire Performance 
Group, which later became the San Diego 
Public Theatre, and then traveled to England 
for his master’s degree at the University of 
Leeds. There, he defied another stereotype. 
When Sher was 15, he discovered that his 
father was Jewish and that he had hidden 
that part of his identity to gain entry into his 
college fraternity. At Leeds, Sher’s best friend 
was a Palestinian from Beirut, and from him 

Bart Sher Makes His Mark on Broadway

When Bart Sher’s The Light in the Piazza opened in August in San Francisco, SI hosted a recep-
tion to honor him. Pictured with him are Nancy Bouno Cartwright, Phyllis Molinelli, Fr. Robert 
Walsh, S.J., and Peter Devine.

Zoe Wanamaker and Mark Ruffalo in a scene 
from the Lincoln Center Theater Production 
of Clifford Odet’s Awake and Sing! directed 
by Bartlett Sher at the Belasco Theatre. 
Photo by Paul Kolnik.
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— and the other students, many of whom 
were African — Sher gained an exposure to 
international theatre and Third World per-
spectives.
 Sher returned to the U.S. and worked as 
the resident director of the Guthrie Theatre 
in Minneapolis. He moved to Seattle seven 
years ago to serve as the artistic director of 
the Intiman Theatre.
 Seattle, said Sher, “reminds me of San 
Francisco when I was growing up. The peo-
ple here are smart and liberal and still know 
that life and art have a relationship to each 
other.” At the Intiman Theatre, he added, “I 
have a home of my own where I can build 
relationships and communicate ideas with 
a community in which I’m rooted. I feel, in 
some ways, like a parish priest.”
 At Intiman, Sher directed Cymbline, 
which later went to New York and earned 
him the �00� Callaway Award and Lortel 
and Drama Desk nominations as best direc-
tor. His Intiman directing credits also include 
Richard III, Nickel and Dimed, Our Town, 
and Craig Lucas’ adaptation of Chekov’s 
Three Sisters as well as the world premiere 
of Lucas’ Singing Forest.
 Another work by Lucas and composer 
Adam Guettel (the grandson of Richard 
Rodgers) helped Sher make his mark on 
Broadway. Lucas had adapted the 196� 

movie, The Light in the Piazza, starring 
George Hamilton and Yvette Mimieux, into 
a musical. He brought the piece to Sher, who 
directed it at the Intiman before bringing it to 
the Guthrie and then to the Lincoln Center 
Theatre.
 “Both Craig and Adam are extraordi-
nary artists, and the work is so great that 
I wanted to provide them with a home 
to develop the piece. They hoped to cre-
ate a musical in the style of Rogers and 
Hammerstein that took you to a faraway 
place” — in this case, Florence — “where 
we set a love story. The main character, a 
young woman in her �0s with the mind of 
an 8-year-old, feels what we all feel — that 
we don’t deserve to be loved. The play af-
firms the opposite, that we are all worthy 
of love.”
 Sher also staged this play as a small, 
intimate musical to counteract the musical 
spectacles that typically dominate Broadway. 
“This isn’t a story with big noise; instead, we 
decided to tell it gently.” The show went on 
to win six Tonys, the most for any show that 
year. It is currently on tour, and, in August, 
came to San Francisco’s Orpheum Theatre. 
Sher came back to San Francisco, too, where 
he was the featured guest at a reception host-
ed by SI’s Alumni Office.
 At the Tony Awards, Sher found himself 

worrying about others from The Light in the 
Piazza  who had been nominated and not 
about his own nomination. “That was my 
good Jesuit education kicking in.”
 The following year, he was nominated 
for Best Director for Awake and Sing! which 
went on to win the Tony for best revival. “To 
be honest, I wasn’t worried about winning 
for myself, though it did make me think, 
‘Hey, I’m pretty good at this.’”
 Another reminder of his talent came 
from the same awards ceremony, when his 
Intiman Theatre picked up the Tony for Best 
Regional Theatre Company in America.
 Sher’s latest venture is The Barber of 
Seville at the Met. He approached this proj-
ect — his first opera — the same way he ap-
proaches all of his shows. “I love great sto-
rytelling, and the best thing about this opera 
is that it’s a hilarious story with a subtle and 
transformative message. It teaches us that 
our servants are as good as we are.”
 He is now working on a revival of South 
Pacific, set to open in �007 at the Lincoln 
Center and is looking forward to telling a 
love story set against the epic landscape of 
World War II.
 “All great plays last because they com-
bine entertainment with a wonderful mes-
sage that pulls you along. I’m just happy to 
be able to tell these stories.”

features
Thornton Wilder’s Our 
Town, directed by Bartlett 
Sher as the first produc-
tion of Intiman Theatre’s 
American Cycle (2004). 
Joaquín Torres (George) 
and Celia Keenan-Bolger 
(Emily) on ladders, Lau-
rence Ballard (Dr. Gibbs), 
Larry Paulsen (Simon 
Stimson) with the Choir. 
Scenic and lighting design 
by Christopher Akerlind, 
costume design by Eliza-
beth Caitlin Ward. Photo 
by Chris Bennion.
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Kevin Sullivan ’76 may be Afri-
can American and the director 
of movies dealing with the black 

experience, but don’t make the mistake of 
calling him a black director.
 The director of Guess Who, Barber-
shop 2, How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
and Soul of the Game, Sullivan says he 
enjoys “exploring the African-American 
experience. I have a great deal of passion 
about this subject, but I make all of my 
movies based on the themes of the human 
condition that I respond to as a man.”
 For example, when directing Guess 
Who, the remake of Spencer Tracy and 
Katharine Hepburn’s Guess Who’s Com-
ing to Dinner, Sullivan found the core of 
the movie in the fears of the character 
played by Ashton Kutcher. 
 “This young man worried that he 
didn’t have the stuff to be a good father,” 
said Sullivan. “His own father had aban-
doned the family early on; his fiancée’s 
parents, on the other hand, are about to 
celebrate their �5th wedding anniversa-
ry.”
 Sullivan adds that he didn’t want to 
make a movie that “traded on race jokes. 
I didn’t think the movie should be a race 
play, even though it reverses the races of 
the cast of Guess Who’s Coming to Din-
ner. The movie needed to speak to the 
human condition and transcend the obvi-
ous.”
 Sullivan’s instincts proved right on 
the money. The film opened at number 
one in 1� of the 55 countries the weekend 
it opened and made $�0 million overseas 
and more than $100 million worldwide.
 “Hollywood thinks that American 
comedies with black actors don’t play 
well overseas. We shattered that myth 
with this movie. There was something in 
this story that all people could relate to. I 
prefer making universal films rather than  
parochial ones. That’s my passion.”
 Sullivan knows something of how to 
put the human experience onto the stage 
and screen. His credits span a �0-year ca-
reer beginning at age 7.
 While growing up in the Fillmore, 
Sullivan played basketball at the Buchan-
an YMCA. An acting troupe practiced in 

the same building, and Sullivan would 
stand in the doorway to watch them re-
hearse. One day, they invited him to take 
their class in improvisational acting.
 He later joined ACT’s Young Conser-
vatory Theatre and began performing in 
commercials and local theatre. He even 
landed a role in KGO’s production of Wee 
Pals, based on the comic strip of the same 
name, which aired on Sunday mornings in 
the Bay Area. When Sullivan turned 13, 
Sesame Street broadcast a live show from 
San Francisco and asked him to host that 
episode.
 At SI he performed in Teahouse of the 
August Moon and directed a play as part 
of a Black Student Union theatre night. 
He also had inspiring teachers, such as 
Charlie Dullea ’65, “who offered me 
encouragement and empowered me as a 
writer.”
 He attended college for two years in 
Oregon before feeling the itch to jump-
start his professional career. He moved to 
Los Angeles and was cast in More Ameri-
can Graffiti, Star Trek II: The Wrath of 
Khan, Night Shift and The Adventures of 
Buckaroo Banzai Across the 8th Dimen-
sion. He also landed a regular role in the 
last  four seasons of TV’s Happy Days.
 At ��, he made a name for himself as 

a writer with scripts for two episodes of 
Fame and a feature screenplay based on 
the Virgina Hamilton novel The Planet of 
Junior Brown. 
 The quality of the screenplay made 
people take notice of Sullivan. “Suddenly, 
I was in the game. Once I showed I could 
write, my life was very different in Holly-
wood. I could generate work on my own 
without having to wait for someone to 
hire me.”
 ABC offered him a chance to create 
his own primetime drama, and Sullivan 
served as executive producer, writer and 
director for Knightwatch while also writ-
ing for Boy Meets Girl and Moe’s World.
 Sullivan’s work caught the eye of 
George Lucas, who hired him to write the 
screenplay for Red Tails about the Tuske-
gee Airmen, and Norman Jewison, who 
asked Sullivan to help him adapt the play 
The Good Times Are Killing Me for the 
screen.
 Sullivan is most proud of his work 
directing the 1996 HBO movie Soul of 
the Game about Satchel Paige and Jackie 
Robinson.
 “It was a huge challenge to make a 
period baseball film on a budget of $6 mil-
lion,” said Sullivan. “It took every ounce 
of ingenuity I had to recreate the 19�0s 

Kevin Sullivan’s ‘Guess Who’ Defies Odds

Kevin Sullivan on the set of How Stella Got Her Groove Back. Photo by D. Stevens/20th Century Fox. 



and shoot the film in �9 days. The movie 
looks like it cost $50 million to make.”
 After the movie aired, Sullivan re-
ceived a call from Ron Howard, whom 
he met while on the cast of Happy Days. 
“He was so excited about the film. Since 
that call, we have met regularly, and he 
has schooled me about how the feature 
film game is played. He told me the two 
most important things a director needs 
are development — to keep scripts in the 
pipeline — and a pair of good shoes. Di-
rectors are on their feet for most of the 
day, and the job is more physical than 
people realize. It’s not all glamorous; 
it’s a ‘tote that barge’ kind of job. Now 
I always have good shoes when I go to 
work.”
 Sullivan’s success with HBO led to 
an offer to direct How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back. “There’s nothing that com-
pares to directing a studio feature film. 
You have tremendous resources to back 
up your creative inspiration. Studios have 
a number of people on staff to make you 
look good.”
 The movie opened in 1998 and swept 
the NAACP Image Awards that year, 
earning that organization’s Outstanding 
Motion Picture honor.
 Sullivan directed TV for six more 
years for shows such as The West Wing, 
The Guardian and Watching Ellie before 
returning to studio films with Barbershop 
2: Back in Business in �00� and Guess 
Who in �005.
 He attributes his success, in part, to 
his SI education. “You can’t do anything 
in this business without keeping your 
nose to the grindstone. SI taught me how 
to do that because the Jesuits are fantastic 
taskmasters. My parents also taught me 
that victory doesn’t come because you’re 
special but because you can persevere 
and stay committed to a process. That 
keeps me going in a place like Hollywood 
where I have to reinvent myself once a job 
is over. No one is going to hire me unless I 
bring fresh, creative energy to each job.”
 Sullivan’s work ethic once had him at 
odds with Guess Who star Bernie Mac. 
“When we were shooting the final scene, 
I handed a microphone to Bernie while I 
set up the shot. He proceeded to launch 
into a standup routine in front of 150 

James Houghton 
Appointed Juilliard’s 
Director of Drama

James Houghton ’76, a noted pro-
ducer, theater administrator and 
award-winning director, became the 

new Richard Rodgers Director of the 
Drama Division at Juilliard last August.
 Houghton, �7, the founding artistic 
director of New York’s Signature The-
ater Company, succeeds Michael Kahn, 
who completed a 1�-year tenure as the 
Richard Rodgers Director
 “Jim Houghton’s appointment her-
alds a new era in the distinguished his-
tory of actor education at the school,” 
said Juilliard President Joseph W. Polisi. 
“His vision, knowledge, creativity and 
extraordinary success in the profession 
as a director, producer and supporter of 
young talent make him the perfect per-
son to lead Juilliard’s program into the 
future. We also look forward to working 
closely with the Signature Theater in de-
veloping programs that will benefit both 
institutions.”
 As founder and artistic director of 
the nonprofit Signature Theater, now 
celebrating its 15th anniversary, Hough-
ton set the company’s agenda of single-
playwright seasons, with playwrights 
such as Edward Albee, Lee Blessing, 
Horton Foote, Maria Irene Fornes, John 
Guare, Bill Irwin, Adrienne Kennedy, 
Romulus Linney, Arthur Miller, Sam 
Shepard, Paula Vogel and Lanford Wil-
son in residency during the seasons de-
voted to their works. 
 In addition, Signature has produced 
�1 premiere works, including 17 world 
premieres, some of them created during 
two “all premiere” seasons. The theater 
plans to open Signature Center, a venue 
designed by Frank Gehry, at the new 
performing arts center that is to be part 
of the revitalized World Trade Center 
site.
 Houghton began his career as a 
stage actor, performing with several 
companies including John Houseman’s 
Acting Company, founded by House-
man originally with actors who were the 

first to have studied at Juilliard. 
 Houghton is also a guest lecturer at 
numerous colleges and theater programs, 
including Yale, NYU, Columbia and the 
Actors Studio. He has also been a judge 
and nominator for prestigious awards 
including the Susan Smith Blackburn 
Prize and the PEN/Laura Pels Founda-
tion Award, among others, as well as a 
presenter and speaker at many panels 
and symposiums.

 “I am thrilled and honored to be 
part of the long tradition of excellence 
at The Juilliard School, and I am grate-
ful to President Polisi and the selection 
committee for my appointment,” said 
Houghton. 
 “On the occasion of its centennial, 
The Juilliard School is celebrating its ex-
traordinary past while looking bravely 
to a future filled with exciting potential. 
I’m looking forward to being part of 
that future and working together with 
the tremendous talents that fill the halls 
of this remarkable school.”
 Reprinted with permission from The 
Juilliard Journal and The Juilliard Jour-
nal online (www.juilliard.edu/journal).Continued on page 22
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Ask Ron Lagomarsino ’69 if he pre-
fers directing for the stage or TV, 
and he will readily tell you that the-

atre lights shine more brightly for him than 
any glow from an LCD screen.
 His main gripe? Product placement.
 He directed one TV movie for Disney 
and was told to include an air freshener 
prominently in one scene. 
 “Here I am, working on a tight sched-
ule and trying to figure out a way to do this 
seamlessly. We decided that one character 
would have a strong body odor while an-
other character tries to ward him off with 
air freshener. This is all in the name of a 
product being hawked by Disney.”
 Directing for theatre “is so much saner 
than directing for TV,” said Lagomarsino, 
whose stage credits include the first produc-
tion of Driving Miss Daisy, Alfred Urhey’s 
Tony-Award winning Last Night of Bal-
lyhoo, a musical adaptation of My Favor-
ite Year for the Lincoln Center (with Tim 
Curry, Lainie Kazan and Andrea Martin), 
and ACT’s production of The Gamester. 
 “I love being in a room with actors 
and developing ideas over a period of time. 
With TV, there’s little time for rehearsal 
and far more concern about the ratings 
than about the work itself. On top of this, 
live theatre is far more exciting than any-
thing on TV.”
 Lagomarsino felt that excitement 
while developing Driving Miss Daisy. “It’s 
an episodic play, with only three characters 
built around small moments. I wasn’t sure 
if these moments were adding up to any-
thing big. During rehearsal, I started to lose 
confidence in myself that I was directing it 
correctly.”
 During the first preview of the show, 
Lagomarsino chose a 70-seat off-Broadway 
theatre. “The last row was only four rows 
back, and the audience was 15 feet away 
from Morgan Freeman and Dana Ivey. The 
show was both funnier and more moving 
than any of us had dreamed it would be. 
From this first preview, we knew we had 
made magic.”
 Lagomarsino has also spent 1� years 
with the Sundance Theatre Lab. Each sum-
mer, a group of directors chooses six plays 

and one musical to be developed over a 
three-week period. “It’s an intense time of 
rewriting and development, but shows like 
Gray Gardens and The Light in the Piazza 
have come out of there in recent years.”
 Through this lab, Lagomarsino devel-
oped and directed a musical based on Kind 
Hearts and Coronets — a 19�9 movie 
starring Alec Guinness — and the show is 
scheduled for readings in New York and a 
possible Broadway run.
 Despite his preference for the stage, 
Lagomarsino is justifiably proud of his 
work for TV directing for shows such as 
Thirtysomething, My So-Called Life, Once 
and Again, Shark, The Unit, What About 
Brian, Love Monkey and Ghost Whisper-
er.
 Of all this work, he is most proud of 
his TV movies and pilots. He has directed 
eight pilots, including Homefront, which 
earned a “Best Series” Emmy nomination, 
and Picket Fences, for which he received the 
Director’s Guild Award in 199�. The show 
itself won two Emmys for Best Drama.
 Lagomarsino does more than just direct 
these pilots. He helps develop the shows to 
help get them on the right track. “I find it 
far more satisfying to develop a script and 
create characters than doing a string of epi-
sodes for an established series.”

 His made-for-TV movies have earned 
him notice as well, such as My Sister’s 
Keeper, which featured Kathy Bates, Lynn 
Redgrave and Elizabeth Perkins. That work 
has dried up in recent years with the move 
to reality shows. “CBS has abandoned its 
Sunday Night Movie, and even though the 
cable channels are making movies, you 
have film directors vying with TV veterans 
for directing jobs. Spike Lee directed the pi-
lot of Shark. That’s my competition now. 
There’s no stigma anymore to directing for 
TV, and with the flood of new directors and 
producers into the TV market, it’s now a 
trickier game.”
 Lagomarsino is fortunate as he can di-
rect for the stage when TV work becomes 
hard to find. He’s also looking to branch 
out to feature films and is working on a 
quasi-autobiographical story tentatively 
titled Fish Sticks. “Growing up, we all ate 
Mrs. Paul’s Fish Sticks on Fridays. With 
a title like that, you can tell there must 
be some Catholicism in the movie some-
where.”
 He’s also returning to San Francisco 
this spring to direct The Imaginary Invalid 
for ACT. For Lagomarsino, directing this 
famous play by Molière in San Francisco 
is a return to his roots in more ways than 
one. In his senior year at SI, he starred in 
Molière’s The Would Be Gentleman.
 Lagomarsino does find the life of a 
freelance director exhausting at times. 
“Every time I do a project, I find that the 
highs are higher and the lows are lower. I 
tell myself I can’t do this anymore, and then 
something will happen to energize me. The 
project taps into all my creativity and as-
sures me that I have something to offer. The 
pendulum swings wider now than it ever 
has.”
 He hopes to continue directing “in 
part because there are so many great sto-
ries left to tell, and the need for storytelling 
is as dire as ever. We need to help people of 
different cultures and religions understand 
each other, and this can happen through 
the theatre. Otherwise, their stories are 
rendered into war or trivialized by politics. 
Our job is to shed understanding while en-
tertaining an audience.”

Ron Lagomarsino Prefers Stage to Screen



Jonathan Moscone ’8� knows some-
thing of tragedy. He and his brother, 
Chris ’80, were students at SI when 

their father, San Francisco Mayor George 
Moscone ’�7, was murdered in 1978.
 The story of Mayor Moscone, Har-
vey Milk and Dan White had all the high 
drama you’d find in one of Shakespeare’s 
plays.
 For the past seven years, as artistic 
director of the California Shakespeare 
Theater, Moscone has had much time to 
examine the nature of tragedy and use 
Shakespeare’s plays as a touchstone for 
current events.
 For example, his production of 
Twelfth Night opened five days after the 
attack on the World Trade Center, and his 
last production, As You Like It, closed 
in October during one of the bloodiest 
months in the Iraq war.
 Twelfth Night, Moscone says, “spoke 
to the sadness we all felt after Sept. 11. 
The play is filled with desolation and 
death. I took the play on because the char-
acters attempt to find life and love amidst 
the ruins. That theme resonated with the 
community.”
 Moscone had chosen Twlefth Night 
long before the tragedy of Sept. 11. “I had 
no idea what would be happening when 
the show opened,” he noted. “I pick plays 
that resonate with me and with other art-
ists. A classic work will find its relevance 
in any particular time, and that’s especial-
ly true with Shakespeare. Some aspect of 
each of his plays will seem utterly relevant 
at any given moment. His plays remind us 
of the effects of good and bad government 
and of the social issues of the day.”
 In his recent production of As You 
Like It, Moscone found the plot also rel-
evant. In the play, a woman is banished 
from her society, and a young man ban-
ishes himself to escape a fascistic state. 
For Moscone, this spoke to the struggle 
between individual and the state. 
 “These characters make life happen 
in a natural environment away from civili-
zation, and the world rights itself through 
this natural harmony. It’s a play about 
how love is the most dramatic journey any 

human can undertake and one that can re-
solve society’s ills. For Shakespeare, love 
has power beyond any government.”
 Despite his attention to Shakespeare’s 
tragedies, don’t think that Moscone is a 
dour man. He also loves the Bard’s come-
dies “because they show fantastic, impos-
sible worlds. I favor these because they go 
to my romantic heart.”
 Moscone began his stage career as a 
freshman at SI in shows directed by Peter 
Devine ’66. When Devine left in Moscone’s 
senior year, Bart Sher ’77 stepped in and 
cast Moscone in Ten Little Indians. (See 
the story on Bart Sher in this issue.) 
 “He directed the hell out of the play,” 
said Moscone. “He challenged us to be as 
good as any professional.”
 At Williams College in Massachusetts, 
Moscone majored in English and Theatre 
but didn’t try his hand at directing plays 

until his senior year. It didn’t take him 
long to decide to become a director. “In 
the end,” he noted, “I didn’t love acting. I 
thought I was good but not great.”
 He hoped to find a job producing 
plays and returned to San Francisco to 
work for Carole Shorenstein Hays before 
moving to New York to assist Joe Papp, 
the founder of the New York Shakespeare 
Festival. There, he saw hundreds of plays, 
many of which he didn’t like.
 That experience led him away from 
producing and into directing where he 
wanted to be someone who “made the-
atre” rather than just a critic of plays.
 Even though he didn’t have many di-
recting credits, Yale accepted him into its 
prestigious master’s program. There he 
studied under Anne Bogart and JoAnne 
Akalaitis, who proved to be “exceptional 

Jon Moscone Knows the Power of Tragedy
Jonathan Moscone at a rehearsal. Photo by Kevin Berne.

Continued on page 23
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Bill Quinlan ’76 loves the New York 
theatre world so much that it took 
a disaster to make him think about 

moving.
 Quinlan had acted in more than 150 
plays and musicals and directed another 
30 throughout his career. Most 
of these plays were staged in 
Manhattan, a stone’s throw 
from Quinlan’s home in New 
Jersey.
 Then, on Sept. 11, �001, 
he stopped at the World Trade 
Center on his way to work just 
as he did every weekday. He got 
onto his subway 30 minutes be-
fore the first jet hit.
 “It was a harrowing experi-
ence being in the city that day. 
My wife and I decided soon af-
ter that we wanted to raise our 
children in a different place. I’ll 
always love and miss New York, 
but we were interested in get-
ting back to some basic family 
roots.”
 The two moved to his wife’s 
childhood hometown of To-
ledo, Ohio, but he brought his 
love of theatre with him. After 
six months of jumping through 
legal hoops to acquire not-for-
profit status, Quinlan founded 
the Harvest Theatre of Toledo 
and hopes to make it a regional 
theatre of national stature over 
time.
 The reviews thus far have been glow-
ing. Quinlan opened his theatre with 
Night by Michelangelo, a world premiere 
production about a woman suffering from 
breast cancer. One paper called the show 
“a prodigious undertaking … that brings 
something fresh and vibrant to Toledo.”
 With five shows already to his cred-
it, Quinlan has four shows planned for 
the rest of this season, including Jacob 
Marley’s Christmas Carol and Mrs. Bob 
Cratchit’s Wild Christmas Binge!
 “The traditional theatres in Toledo 
are showing A Christmas Carol,” said 
Quinlan. “We wanted to show two wild, 
irreverent comedies and go beyond the 

traditional. Last year we presented In-
specting Carol, another very funny look at 
Dickens’ classic story.”
 Quinlan first staged his plays at a con-
verted convent and school but now uses 
the theatre at the Collingwood Presbyte-

rian Church. He hopes one day to have 
a theatre of his own, and Toledo’s Mayor 
has promised his support.
 Quinlan’s biggest challenge is the lim-
ited talent pool in Toledo. Recently, he 
had to cast himself in Harvest’s produc-
tion of The Country Girl for lack of quali-
fied actors. Still, a core group has acted 
in or worked on most of his shows, and 
he hopes that they are the beginnings of 
an acting company. For now, the Harvest 
Theatre is the only paying gig in town for 
Toledo’s actors.
 Quinlan has also spent much of his 
time training actors and stage crew. “I’m 
working with tech crews that have never 
worked in theatre before. Last year, for 
Inspecting Carol, we needed a flimsy set 

that would fall down repeatedly during 
the show and not hurt anyone. I told the 
crew to build it as thin as possible, and 
they ended up building a behemoth on par 
with the Titanic. We had to use it because 
we had no time to rebuild it. I crossed my 

fingers every night, and while it 
never hurt anyone, it ended up 
putting a hole in the stage.”
 He faces another hurdle 
in getting people in Ohio to 
understand his theatrical aims. 
“We compete with two commu-
nity theatres that have been here 
for many years. We don’t want 
to do the kinds of standard 
shows that they put on — the 
Neil Simons and the Fiddlers 
— and people in Toledo are 
just now starting to understand 
what we’re about.”
 Quinlan was able to ad-
vertise his theatre at Toledo’s 
Artomatic — an art showcase 
based on the original in the na-
tion’s capital in which dozens of 
artists exhibit in cubicles inside 
a large warehouse.
 “We solicited one-page 
plays from all over the country 
and produced �0 of them dur-
ing Toledo’s Artomatic. These 
performances packed the house, 
and we’ve been invited to per-
form in the Artomatic show in 
Washington, DC. San Jose has 

also asked us to consider bringing our 
plays there.”
 Quinlan is the first to admit that 
his venture seems like something out of 
an Andy Hardy movie. “I often feel like 
Mickey Rooney and have to keep myself 
from saying, ‘Hey, Jimmy’s got a barn. 
Let’s put on a show!’”
 But it’s just that Andy Hardy, small-
town feel about Toledo that makes Quin-
lan glad he made the move. “Toledo has a 
slow, relaxed atmosphere, and that’s nice. 
At times, it drives me a little crazy though. 
I’m a fast-paced person and am used to 
people responding to my e-mails within 
five minutes. Here, people take three days 
before getting back to you.”

Bill Quinlan Has a Bit of Andy Hardy In Him

Bill Quinlan direct-
ing in front of the 
set of Mrs. Bob 
Cratchit’s Wild 
Christmas Binge.
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For some, life imitates art. For Gregan-
gelo Herrera ’8�, his home and his 
business imitate his art.

 For all of his adult life, Gregangelo has 
made his living as a Whirling Dervish, per-
forming a spinning dance that tells the story 
of the creation of the universe and all of the 
spiral galaxies and spinning planets.
 Walk inside his home and you’ll soon 
find yourself in a different kind of vortex — 
one that spins itself into �� rooms that nearly 
defy description. The rooms lead you, like a 
spiral, to the still heart of his house where 
you’ll find his pyramid bedroom decorated 
with stars, galaxies and luminescent strings. 
Sit there, and you feel as if you’re in the eye 
of a hurricane.
 Other rooms depict different times of 
day. His breakfast room is done in dawn 
themes, and one bedroom, with its green 
walls and sun mural, depicts the green flash 
of sunset.
 The real magic starts upstairs, past a 
secret entryway and through a “spinning 
vortex,” where each triangular room holds 
the works of a variety of artists, set design-
ers and costumers, each of whom work for 
Gregangelo’s  company.
  Several national networks have already 

featured his house, including the Discovery 
Channel, Bravo and HGTV. “I’ve had peo-
ple from Brazil tell me they saw my house on 
TV there,” said Gregangelo.
  His house is a regular tour-stop for the 
San Francisco Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, which will send journalists and travel 
writers to Herrera’s home to give them a 
taste of the city.
  Gregangelo  grew up in that home and 
eventually bought it from his mother, “who 
made me pay full market price,” he noted 
with a laugh. 
  Herrera’s success as a businessman as 
well as an artist is rooted in his philoso-
phy “to follow your dream with passion, 
say yes, and give back to the community 
around you.” He is the founder and artistic 
director of Gregangelo & Velocity Arts and 
Entertainment and of the Velocity Circus 
— a loose confederation of �75 performers 
whom Herrera calls upon for public and cor-
porate shows and private parties. His clients 
have included PeopleSoft, Univision, Warner 
Brothers, Starbucks and numerous other in-
ternational companies and non-profits.
 Herrera began his career in show busi-
ness while a student at SI, acting in plays, 
working in stage crew and performing after 

school with the Aswan Dancers, 
— a Mediterranean troupe.
 Herrera — who describes 
himself as half Mexican, half 
Lebanese and all San Franciscan 
— learned that the group need-
ed Whirling Dervishes. “I was 
still young enough that I was 
whirling for fun, so I agreed to 
learn.”
 Over the years, he turned 
his art into a four-and-a-half 
minute act, which he has per-
formed in the US, Canada, the 
Caribbean and India.
 Because of his success, 
both financially and artistically, 
other performers asked him to 
help them make the plunge to 
become full time professionals.
 Herrera found himself 
helping so many performers that 
“I had a business before I knew 
I had one,” he says. “I have a 

burning desire to help other artists make a 
viable living.”
 His Velocity Circus, which also employs 
costumers, riggers, singers, dancers and tech-
nicians, now performs �50 shows a year. 
Herrera tries to make each performance dif-
ferent, tailored to the needs of his clients.
 Herrera makes it clear that he loves 
to entertain people; he also enjoys teach-
ing through his Whirling Dervish dance. 
“Whether you’re a mystic, a poet or a scien-
tist, you understand that spinning is the basic 
principle of the universe and a very sacred 
thing. It’s what circuses, with their basis in 
circles, are all about.”
 Herrera’s act tells the story of the cre-
ation of the universe, from the birth of gal-
axies to the creation of the first man and 
woman. Like all the acts in Velocity Circus, 
it’s meant to be a joyful spectacle for the au-
dience as well as a mystical event for the art-
ist.
 Herrera performed at the Teatro Sant’ 
Ignazio fashion show along with two of 
his Velocity Circus acts: the Mystic Pixies 
— a troupe of young contortionists on their 
way to a new Cirque du Soleil production 
in Montreal — and singer G.G. Bridges.
 When his acts aren’t performing, he 
has them create art around his house, “The 
Gregangelo Museum,” which has become a 
local attraction. These artists work on new 

Gregangelo Spins Tales Through Velocity Circus
features
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extras. All this time, the clock is ticking 
as this scene is starting to cost more and 
more. I tried to be patient, but I had to 
eventually take the microphone from him 
even though he had everyone rolling on 
the floor laughing. Those studio accoun-
tants are some serious cats, and you don’t 
want to mess with them.”
 Sometimes, however, that attention 
to the bottom line can lead to even greater 
creativity. “One day, when Bernie was ill, 
we finished our work in four hours. I was 
still thinking about those accountants, as 
I had already paid for the day, so I asked 

Ashton Kutcher to have some fun. The  
screenplay refers to 33 messages that he 
leaves on his fiancées voice mail. I told 
him to improvise those messages, and this 
unscripted bit is one of the funniest mo-
ments in the movie.”
 Sullivan also credits his success to 
growing up in San Francisco in the 1960s 
and 1970s. “Think of what we saw, the 
good and the bad, living in the Fillmore, 
from the birth of the Black Panthers to 
the Summer of Love in the Haight. It was 
an amazing convergence of people and 
ideas and events. Anyone paying atten-

tion was bound to be creative.”
 Sullivan directed two pilots since 
Guess Who and has a number of projects 
in development including a 15th century 
romantic comedy that he wrote for Sony 
Pictures. 
 “Hollywood keeps asking me to di-
rect movies about the African-American 
experience,” said Sullivan. “But I think 
my next batch of movies will expand be-
yond that to include a variety of  univer-
sal stories that people have longed to hear 
ever since they started gathering around 
fires millennia ago to be entertained.”

Kevin Sullivan, continued from page 17

designs for each room and on props and 
costumes for his new shows. During the in-
terview for this story, one of his performers, 
Darkhia, could be heard hammering cop-
per for a costume. One of two Mongolian 
“hand-dancers,” Darkhia is one of the stars 
of the Velocity Circus. “Her movement is 
ethereal, almost beyond human,” says Her-
rera. “It’s a joy to be able to help her.”
  The result makes both for great shows 
and for a home like none other. “We all 

work to produce this house the same way 
we produce a show, with each room an act 
and a surprise,” adds Herrera. “You never 
know what spectacle the next room will 
bring.” 
 Youth and artists tour groups are 
welcomed to view his home and art for a 
fee, all of which goes to support Children 
United by Experience International, a non-
profit he co-founded with his partner, Jef-
frey Ferns, and his sister, Cathy Kelly. 

 CUE provides art programming, men-
tors and advocacy for at-risk youth and a 
performing platform for young emerging 
artists. 
 Gregangelo surrounds himself with 
extraordinary artists and acknowledges his 
success is inspired by those around him, 
He loves to tell his team of performers  “to 
elevate those around you, to create no ob-
stacles and not to sweat the financial. If you 
do these three, success happens.”
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You don’t have to look far to find 
talented alumni directors. SI has 
three faculty members who have 

impressive directing credentials — Peter 
Devine ’66, Ted Curry ’8� and Meredith 
Cecchin Galvin ’97.
  Devine directed 100 plays in �5 years 
at SI before retiring from the drama de-

partment (but not the 
English classroom) in 
the 1990s.
  In addition to his 
work at SI, he has 
directed shows at 
the Bohemian Club 
and for ACT’s Young 
Conservatory.
  Devine was hon-
ored numerous times 
in his distinguished 
career, including a 
1999 Presidential Ci-
tation, two awards 
by the San Francisco 

Board of Supervisors and a �003 honor 
from Stanford University. He even earned 
accolades from Herb Caen for his produc-
tion of My Fair Lady.

  Curry has also earned his share of 
awards, including nine nominations from 
the Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle and a 
Best Director Artie Award from Solano 
County in 1995; he was also nominated 
for seven other Artie Awards. Also, the 
Contra Costa Times named him best mu-
sical director in 1998.
 Before coming to SI, Curry started his 
own professional acting company, T.K.C. 
Productions, Inc., which produced an in-
teractive dinner-theatre called Entrée to 
Murder. He also directed for various the-
atre companies throughout the Bay Area 
including Contra Costa Musical Theatre 
Company and Broadway by the Bay.
 At SI, Curry has directed Pippin and 
Dead Man Walking, and his production of 
The Sound of Music will open this spring.
 Galvin began her directing career at 
SCU and returned to teach dance at SI in 
�001. In addition to directing the annual 
dance concerts (assisted by choreogra-
phers Ted Curry and Lizette Dolan ’9�) 
and serving as choreographer for a number 
of SI musicals, Galvin directed last year’s 
production of Once Upon a Mattress and 
this year’s An American Daughter.

 Galvin also works 
with San Francisco 
Recreation and Park 
Department’s Young 
People’s Teen Musi-
cal Theatre Company 
where she directed 
Stephen Sondheim’s 
A Funny Thing Hap-
pened on the Way to 
the Forum in �005.

Left: Peter Devine 
has directed both for 
ACT’s Young Conserva-
tory and the Bohemian 
Grove. Top right: Ted 
Curry founded Entrée 
to Murder, which 
staged interactive din-
ner-theatre murder 
mysteries. Bottom right: 
In addition to direct-
ing dance concerts, 
plays and musicals at 
SI, Meredith Cecchin 
Galvin also directs 
teens through the city’s 
Recreation and Park 
Department.

SI Directors’ Work Goes Beyond Student Drama

teachers, expansive in their thinking about 
what a director can do.” At Yale, he also 
found lifelong friends and colleagues with 
whom he still collaborates.
 Moscone traveled to Texas after leav-
ing Yale and served as the Associate Artis-
tic Director of the Dallas Theater Center 
where he fell in love with the idea of build-
ing a relationship through theatre with 
one place. 
 “I’ve always been drawn to working 
in a community instead of working as a 
freelancer who moves from city to city. 
I am interested in how a work relates to 
people in one place. I learned this lesson 
at SI — that we all have a responsibility 
toward our communities.”
 Six years later, in 1999, the Berke-
ley-based California Shakespeare Festival 
(which later changed its name to the Cali-
fornia Shakespeare Theater) offered him 
the job as its artistic director.

 There, Moscone has deepened his love 
of Shakespeare and turned the organiza-
tion into one of the Bay Area’s leading the-
atrical companies. He has earned a trophy 
case of awards, including Best Director 
honors from the Bay Area Theater Critics 
Circle and top-ten honors from both the 
Chronicle and the Oakland Tribune. 
 “Shakespeare’s plays are as close to 
epics as the Western canon comes,” said 
Moscone. “They are both timeless and 
timely. They are all thriving poetic works 
that demand strong, thoughtful and brave 
interpretation. I continue to wrestle with 
the depth of his thinking about humans 
and the ambiguous, contradictory uni-
verse in which we live.”
 Moscone finds the plays “as fresh as 
the day they were penned. They are also 
so big and complex that a director is never 
going to get them right or answer all the 
questions they pose.”

 His success in the East Bay has led 
to invitations from other theatres. He 
has directed for Sher’s Intiman Theatre, 
Berkeley Rep, the Dallas Theater Cen-
ter and Intersection for the Arts, and 
he will be directing Long Day’s Journey 
Into Night at the San Jose Repertory 
Theatre.
 “I can do these other projects at the 
right time of the year when my theatre can 
survive without me. It’s healthy for me to 
expand beyond the one play a year I nor-
mally do.”
 Moscone also makes sure that his 
theatre grows, too, by expanding beyond 
Shakespeare’s canon. His 6-hour produc-
tion of Nicholas Nickleby last year was 
his company’s most successful play, both 
critically and financially, and proved a wa-
tershed experience for the community.
 For more on Moscone’s upcoming 
season, go to www.calshakes.org.

Jonathan Moscone, continued from page 19
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SI sent seven students to New Orleans 
last summer, along with faculty mem-
ber Justin Christensen and Katie Hen-

nessey (a graduate student at the JSTB), as 
part of the school’s immersion program.
 In the first week, they built a house in 
the 9th Ward as part of a joint project be-
tween Habitat for Humanity and the Baptist 
Crossroads Project.
 For the second week, they 
traveled through other neighbor-
hoods to talk to residents and un-
derstand the far-reaching impact 
of Hurricane Katrina.
 As Ignatians, they were moved 
by this experience to educate oth-
ers about the overwhelming task 
that faces New Orleans today and, 
more importantly, the hope that 
sustains its residents and volun-
teers such as Jocelyn Sideco ’95. 
Here are their stories.

As our car slowly passed through 
the deserted 9th Ward neighbor-
hood, we saw collapsed and dilapi-

dated houses sagging under the weight of 
deformed roofs. Three spray painted letters 
reminded us of the disaster that had befallen 
New Orleans. 
 We saw “TFW” everywhere and didn’t 
know what it meant until our tour guide 

translated it for us: “Toxic Flood Water.” 
She told us how rescue teams cleared houses 
and painted their findings on the outer walls 
to inform others. The searchers wrote the 
date on top; on the bottom, they wrote the 
number of the bodies they discovered inside. 
 When Hurricane Katrina hit, water 
pooled in the basin of New Orleans. Alarm-
ing evidence showed that the water was ten 
times more toxic than approved EPA levels. 
The EPA found traces of dangerous bacteria 
in the submerged areas of New Orleans. Our 
immersion group arrived 10 months later, 
when entire communities still lacked elec-
tricity, stores and, most importantly, signs of 
life.

— Kelsey Hannegan
 

In the 9th Ward, our group worked with 
a partnership between Habitat for Hu-
manity and Baptist Crossroads Project to 

build a house from the ground up for Lucre-
tia Taylor and her three children. We worked 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for five days in the 
scorching southern heat, something we had 
never experienced in the Sunset District.
 After the first day, each of us collapsed 
from exhaustion caused by the heavy lift-
ing and back-breaking work. But we came 
together as a group and fought through the 
pain to complete our project. 
 We were not the only ones who lent 
a hand to help the New Orleans cause. By 
working with locals and people from all over 
the country, we gained more from this expe-
rience than we had anticipated. 
 Everyone who worked on the house 
with us took time off from his or her full- 
time jobs to help out. One man who stood 

SI Helps New Orleans Pick Up the Pieces
Every volunteer group coming through New 
Orleans leaves behind a sign to show where
they came from. The SI group left 
its sign in front of one of the
newly construct-
ed homes.
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out in our group was Dan, our project leader 
from Louisiana. Although he could be con-
troversial at times, he taught us about South-
ern culture and was very interested in our 
California culture as well. 
 The people of New Orleans told us to 
share their stories, and we will never forget 
them. This is a picture of our whole group 
in front of 1813 Alvar, the house we set the 
foundation for. 

— Mike Bellings

This is a picture of me having a conver-
sation during a construction break 
with Floyd, who is the definition of a 

“man for others.” This was not his first ex-

perience with helping fellow locals. Just after 
Katrina hit, he and his son-in-law jumped in 
their boat and searched for anyone in need 
of help. They were turned away by authori-
ties who feared looting. 
 Floyd persisted in trying to help. Ten 
months later, he traveled from his home well 
outside of New Orleans to our construction 
site to aid us in building Lucretia’s home. 

 If there is a man who knows everything, 
it’s Floyd. He talked to us about gumbo, 
cars, college football and even Louisiana 
slang. (If you want a sandwich with every-
thing on it, tell the deli to “drag it through 
the garden.”) 
 No matter what challenges came up 
during construction, Floyd had the answers. 
He could have built that house by himself 
had he wanted. He always had a smile on his 
face, except when he missed a nail and threw 
his hammer out a window. I pray that I can 
have Floyd’s compassion, humble personal-
ity and joyful disposition when I am his age.

— Brett Hansson 

In the second week, we spent an after-
noon with a family in St. Bernard Parish. 
Before going to this neighborhood, we 

returned to the 9th Ward to see the progress 
of the house we had built. 
 As we drove away, we laughed and felt 
proud as we reflected on what we had ac-
complished in the first week. After we crossed 
a bridge and entered St. Bernard Parish, we 
felt slowly sapped of energy as we passed by 
houses sitting in the middle of the street and 
the cars tossed onto rooftops. 
 We lost our voices and could only nudge 
each other to point out the remnants of a 
once-vibrant neighborhood. Then we met 
Craig, the father of a former student of our 
leader, who welcomed us into his family’s 
home. 
 The street was void of any signs of life 
except for his house and the FEMA trailer 
beside it. He gave us a tour of his home that 
he had been rebuilding for the past nine 
months. 
 He played a DVD of video and images 
taken by his firehouse where he had worked 
before his retirement. Moved by his story, I 
started taking pictures of his house. Craig’s 
enthusiastic demeanor suddenly changed as 

he called me outside and asked, “Why are 
you taking pictures?” 
 Horrified at the thought I’d offended 
him, I stuttered as I explained that I was 
taking pictures so we could tell his story. He 
looked at me silently for a few moments, 
turned around to get something from the 
trailer behind us, and silently handed me an 
object. I unfurled it to discover it was the of-
ficial t-shirt of the St. Bernard Fire Depart-
ment. 
 He asked me to bring it to San Francisco. 
I was stunned by the emotional significance 
of the gift. (The members of St. Bernard Fire 
Department were the first responders after 
Hurricane Katrina.) He said nothing more. 
There was no need. I thanked him again and 
asked if I could take his picture to tell people 
about his story. He agreed.

— Mr. Justin Christensen

Driving down the streets of St. Ber-
nard Parish, we were baffled as we 
passed by what looked like half a 

house. A minute later, we saw another piece 
of a house and realized that the two halves 
had once fit together. The brick house had 
been ripped from its foundation and had 
floated down the street. 
 I was outraged at the lack of progress 
made in New Orleans in almost a year. We 
had not expected to see such a powerful im-
age in a mostly white, middle class neighbor-
hood. 
 We felt that the media was misleading us 
in its portrayal of the help being administered 
in the city. We knew that African-American 

This New Orleans house (above) sits on the 
left side of the street, carried there by flood 
waters and wind, while its foundation (be-
low) remained on the right side.
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neighborhoods, such as the 9th Ward, where 
we had spent the first week, had been deci-
mated. We had not known that St. Bernard 
Parish, a primarily white neighborhood, was 
also in bad shape. 
 The government’s abandonment of 
these middle class, hard working Americans 
has left that community bitter and depressed. 
Someone needs to tell the truth about New 
Orleans. There is so much work that needs 
to be done all over New Orleans. Everyone’s 
lives were changed forever, and everyone is 
struggling to get New Orleans back on its 
feet.

— Emily Schwartz

This is a picture crest of Archbishop 
Philip M. Hannan High School, 
which opened in St. Bernard Parish 

in 1987 and operated there until Hurricane 
Katrina hit. This crest was in the main en-
trance of the school where we found it under 
inches of caked mud. 
 Hannan was the first and only Catholic 
high school in St. Bernard, a working class 
community with roots reaching back to the 
1780s. The school was completely destroyed; 
about 90 percent of the parish population 
still has not returned because St. Bernard has 
been virtually uninhabitable since Katrina. 
 Archbishop Hannan High School will 
reopen on the north shore of Lake Pon-
chetrain where the greatest number of 
Hannan’s former students (slightly less 
than half) have settled and where the de-
sire for Catholic education has been great. 
St. Bernard Parish will not have a Catholic 

high school until the population rebuilds. 
 I spent my first two years as a teacher 
at Hannan, where I experienced a group of 
people fiercely committed and loyal to their 
community and extremely proud of this 
school that they had long hoped for. 
 I know that the people of St. Bernard 
Parish feel that their story has been over-
looked in the aftermath of the storm. Keep 
your eye out for stories about St. Bernard 
in the news and visit the parish when you 
travel to New Orleans. I think that you 
will be as moved by their stories as we 
were.

— Ms. Katie Hennessey 

We met many New Orleans resi-
dents and found this an impor-
tant part of our immersion ex-

perience. We had the opportunity to go to 
Sunday Mass at St. Augustine’s, which has 
an important history because it was one of 
the first churches to allow all races to wor-
ship together. 
 Afterwards, we joined a communal 
gathering, and Mr. Christensen encouraged 
me to introduce myself to someone and 
have a meaningful conversation. With some 
trepidation, I approached an older man who 
introduced himself as Ben. After chatting 
about the basics, the conversation took off 
into amazing new directions. He openly ex-
pressed his feelings about some of the issues 
surrounding race relations after Hurricane 

Katrina. For example, we discussed how the 
more popular and wealthy areas have al-
ready received attention and repair while the 
poorer districts, such as the 9th Ward, have 
barely seen any improvement. 
 I was surprised and appreciative of 
his comments because no one had ap-
proached our group about these sensitive 
issues. Building our house was important, 
but even more significant was the discov-
ery of how people felt. Because of Ben, I 
came home with a fuller understanding of 
the issues and problems facing the people 
of New Orleans. 

— Frederic Madigan
 

One night, we saw a staple of New 
Orleans culture when we watched 
the New Orleans Zephyrs, a minor 

league baseball team. (We were fortunate 
enough to see Mark Prior pitch in a rehab 
assignment.) During the game, I made a con-
nection with a woman sitting behind us. The 
conversion started when she recognized the 
“St. Ignatius” on the back of my shirt. 
 She took an interest in me because 
her son is a student at the local Jesuit High 
School, which received SI’s donations with 
great gratitude. Our conversation contin-
ued over three innings. She told me that she 
had never caught a ball despite her loyal at-
tendance of baseball games, and she spoke 
about life after Hurricane Katrina. She was 
one of the many wonderful people I met 
while in New Orleans. 
 At the end of the game, Frederic Ma-
digan caught the game ball from pitcher Je-
rome Williams (a former San Francisco Gi-
ant). As we headed toward the exit, Frederic 
paused, turned around and put the ball in 
the woman’s hands. She was stunned by the 
kind gesture and thanked us profusely for 
her first game ball. It was our gift to her for 



taking the time to thank our high school 
and share her story. For us, an evening at 
a baseball game turned into an unexpect-
ed moment of solidarity. 

— Kevin Tow

This immersion would not have 
been possible without Jocelyn 
Sideco ’95, the coordinator of our 

trip. She and three other women left their 
jobs to move to New Orleans and help 
the relief efforts. Jocelyn, Meg, Stacey and 
Jessica started a volunteer network for Je-
suits to help find places for people to stay 
and volunteer. On our very first day, after 
a red-eye flight, everybody was exhausted, 
but we met Meg and Jocelyn in the French 
Quarter for a tour anyway. 
 As we drove through the many dis-
tricts of New Orleans, we saw the contrast 
within many of the city’s neighborhoods. 
Some parts were still in ruins while other 
parts appeared untouched. 
 Jocelyn and the others have opened 
their home to volunteers and dedicated 
their time to rebuilding New Orleans, 
returning it to the fun, spirited Big Easy. 
They have founded the non-profit Con-
templatives in Action to continue their 
shared ministry.

— Heather Mui

From left, back row: 
Justin Christensen, Mike 
Bellings, Kevin Tow, 
Emily Schwartz, Katie 
Hennessey, Frederic Ma-
digan, Brett Hansson. 
Front row: Kelsey Han-
negan, Jocelyn Sideco 
and Heather Mui. In 
August, the immersion 
group reunited with 
Jocelyn at SI.

Jocelyn Sideco’s turning point came in El 
Salvador the summer between her junior 
and senior year at SI. On this immersion 

trip, faculty members Barbara Talavan and 
Bea Wenstrup led Sideco ’95 and other SI 
students in a meditation.
 “They told us that it doesn’t matter 
what material possessions we have or don’t 
have,” recalls Sideco. “All that matters is if 
you live your life facing the poor. Otherwise, 
you’ll find yourself facing the other direction, 
where you just want more and more and 
more. If you want your life to be informed 
by faith, you must face the poor.”
 Sideco took that lesson to heart. She 
now faces the poor every day with her job as 
pastoral associate for relief ministries for the 
New Orleans Province of the Society of Je-
sus, coordinating the hundreds of volunteers 
who come to rebuild a city torn asunder by 
Hurricane Katrina. 
 Her work has earned her much praise, 
especially from the woman who hired her 
— Mary Baudouin, assistant for social min-
istries for the New Orleans Province. 

 “Since last March, Jocelyn has been 
such a gift to not only the Jesuits here but to 
the City of New Orleans,” said Baudouin. 
“She has facilitated the involvement of more 
than 1,000 students and colleagues from Je-
suit institutions in the rebuilding of New Or-
leans and has done so with great enthusiasm, 
decisiveness and compassion. She has a rare 
combination of pastoral care and organiza-
tional skills, and we in New Orleans needed 
both. Hiring her was the smartest decision 
I’ve made since I came to work for the Jesu-
its.”
 Sideco helps volunteer groups who come 
to New Orleans to gut homes that have been 
damaged by water, stripping the walls of 
waterlogged sheetrock to the bare studs to 
prepare the homes for reconstruction. 
 She also provides volunteers with a 
house for prayer and reflection. “Volunteers 
find this work grueling, and unless we create 
a space for prayer and thoughtful, quiet re-
sponse, they won’t last long. This work will 
eat you alive. Combining work and prayer is 
just what St. Ignatius did when he asked his 

Jocelyn Sideco Organizes
New Orleans Relief Efforts
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followers to be contemplatives in action.” 
She also coordinates communal prayer, call-
ing upon priests to say Mass or lead services 
for volunteers as they reflect upon their 
work.
 In addition, she trains local people 
to serve as tour guides, driving volunteers 
through the city to show them how much 
work remains to be done. 
 Sideco took a circuitous road from San 
Francisco to New Orleans. At SI she excelled 
at tennis and softball and received the Bro-
phy Award. At SCU she majored in political 
science and joined ROTC but was asked to 
leave after marking that she was a “conscien-
tious objector” on one form. She served on 
SCU’s student council every year including 
a year as student body president, and she 
helped to form living/learning communities 
among students in the dorms, including one 
devoted to multicultural learning.
 After college, she worked as a Jesuit Vol-
unteer in Atlanta with an African American 
community center, and she helped people 
with AIDS.
 She then worked at USF and St. Agnes 
Parish while earning a master’s in theological 
studies from the Jesuit School of Theology at 
Berkeley. In �00�, she moved to Milwaukee 
to work for Marquette University’s campus 
ministry program.
 Two months after Hurricane Katrina 
slammed into the Louisiana and Mississippi, 
Sideco organized a group of Marquette stu-
dents to work in New Orleans. She returned 
in November to help Catholic Charities 
begin gutting the 160,000 homes damaged 

by floodwaters. An expert at organization, 
Sideco saw the need for better communica-
tion among the various agencies and volun-
teers working in New Orleans, and she sent 
her suggestions to Catholic Charities.
 She returned again the day after Christ-
mas with a group of Jesuit Volunteer alumni, 
including her sister, Tonilyn ’99. There she 
met Mary Baudouin from the province office 
who asked her to supervise a group of vol-
unteers from SCU and Wheeling University 
later that month.
 Baudouin was so impressed by Sideco’s 
organizational skills that she offered her a 
full-time job, telling her to write her own 
job description. Sideco initially told her no. 
“New Orleans saw a �00-percent hike in un-
employment after Katrina, and I told Mary 
she should hire from within the community. 

But the minute I hung up the phone, I felt as 
if I had made a mistake. I couldn’t say no to 
that offer. I knew this was my next step.”
 Sideco’s experiences in New Orleans 
also sealed the deal. She recalled helping 
an 8�-year-old man and his wife, who was 
nearly blind and suffering from dementia. 
 “After we removed the debris from his 
home, he made a point of sending me a card 
to thank me and the student volunteers. Two 
months later, Catholic Charities chose his 
as the second house to rebuild. He became 
the human face to persuade me to make the 
move to New Orleans and work here full 
time.”
 As a result of her work with the Jesuits, 
Sideco began to minister to those who care 
for the people of New Orleans. Contempla-
tives In Action’s ministry began last June with 
the help of two of her colleagues from other 
Jesuit universities. Together, they launched 
a newsletter called The Lifeline to “tell the 
real story about what is happening here, es-
pecially regarding the weakened infrastruc-
ture that includes the loss of professionals. 
We need people to return and to share their 
talents so that New Orleans can be rebuilt.”
 They have also housed and coordinated 
the efforts of volunteers, including a contin-
gent of SI students led by faculty member 
Justin Christensen and Katie Hennessey who 
worked in New Orleans last summer. (See 
photo essay accompanying this piece.)
 If you want to learn more about Sideco’s 
work and to find out how you can help re-
build New Orleans, go to www.norprov.
org/katrinarelief or www.contemplativesin-
action.org.
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Jocelyn Sideco, who coordinates volunteer efforts to rebuild New Orleans, 
came to SI in August to speak with students about her ministry.

These cars were tossed by Hurricane Katrina and the flood waters into a house in St. Bernard 
Parish. This was  a common scene even 10 months after the devastation.
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Two SI classmates — Boris Albinder 
’05 and Zachary Roche-Balsam 
(who attended SI in his freshman 

year) — were both murdered on Sept. 16 
within hours of each other.
 Shortly after midnight, Albinder 
drove to a party at Third and Geary where 
he saw a friend of his in a fight with five 
men over a parking place. Albinder rushed 
out of his car to protect his friend and was 
stabbed in the heart. He died later that 
morning.
 Roche-Balsam died two hours later 
after an altercation at a party in the Ingle-
side Heights area. Members of the SFSU 
wrestling team hosted a party, and some-
one sent word out through Myspace.com 
of the location. A group of young men, 
whom police describe as possible gang 
members, came uninvited. They were ini-
tially welcomed but eventually were asked 
to leave after causing some commotion.
 Once outside, they began robbing 
people at gunpoint. Roche-Balsam then 
said, “You have what you want. Why 
don’t you just leave?” At that point, shots 
were fired that hit Roche-Balsam twice in 
the abdomen. He died at the scene.
 We offer our condolences to the fami-
lies of these two fine young men, and we 
ask some hard questions: Why are these 
two, and so many others, the victims of 
violent crimes? What might these inno-
cent victims have done differently? What 
caused the perpetrators to commit these 
terrible acts?
 Genesis V editor Paul Totah asked 
these questions of his classmate, John 
Goldberg ’75, the captain of SFPD’s Mis-
sion Station. Goldberg, who received a 
gold medal for subduing a robbery sus-
pect in the 1980s, is a �7-year veteran 
of the force who has served as captain of 
two other stations. His daughter, Lauren, 
graduated from SI in �00�.

Q. Is violence in San Francisco dif-
ferent today than when we were 
kids?

A. When we were in school, a kid in 
a fight might end up with a black 
eye. Now, many kids feel com-

pelled to be armed. If there’s a fight, oc-

casionally, guns come out. A bullet is very 
unforgiving. I believe part of the problem 
is a culture of violence and a prolifera-
tion of weapons. If one group is armed, 
then a rival group feels compelled to do 
the same. When there are so many weap-
ons on the street, what might have been a 

verbal confrontation becomes dangerous 
very quickly. Once someone pulls out a 
weapon, all bets are off.
 This violence is devastating to fami-
lies. It is devastating to the community at 
large. Tragically, the homicides have oc-
curred disproportionately in communities 

that are poor and underserved. Communi-
ties that need the most help are the ones 
suffering the most from these tragedies.
 I believe there are far more guns and 
knives on the street now than there were 
�0 years ago. Although there are many 
causes, one reason may be the lack of con-
sequences. Ten years ago, San Francisco 
sent 1,�00 people to state prison. Last 
year we sent only �00. That is an addi-
tional 1,000 felons on our streets. Incar-
ceration isn’t the only answer, but it can 
save lives. It is chilling to see how many 
victims and suspects were on probation or 
parole at the time they were involved in a 
fatal confrontation.
 Appropriate punishment sets the right 
tone: It says that there are consequences 
for actions and that San Francisco is seri-
ous about addressing its crime problem. 
 Many people arrested in San Francis-
co don’t live here. They don’t work here. 
They don’t shop here. They come here 
to commit their crimes because there is a 
perception that San Francisco juries are 
more forgiving and that our penalties are 
not as harsh as neighboring counties. Our 
narcotics officers tell of suspects who in-
sist upon crossing the county line into San 
Francisco from San Mateo County. That 
way, if there is an arrest, the prosecution 
will not occur in San Mateo County, where 
the penalties seem to be more harsh.
 Meaningful punishment makes sense 
in a time of limited resources. Just today, 
I was reading a report of a suspect who 
was arrested with 10 separate warrants 
for the same type of offense. Clearly, this 
is a person for whom the consequences are 
insufficient to change her behavior. 
 Br. Draper gave me a pass once when 
the “L” Taraval was late. When the “L” 
was late again, the problem was mine. 
There was no “get out of jail” free card. 
There was, however, an afternoon in de-
tention, and I learned to take an earlier 
streetcar. 
 Our officers spend a great deal of time 
arresting the same people over and over. If 
we only had to deal with a suspect once, 
officers could move on to new issues and 
new problems. We could devote more time 
to crime prevention and be more proactive 

Looking for Answers in the Wake of Death

Above: Capt. John Goldberg ’75 offered his 
insights into the roots of violence in San Fran-
cisco. Below: Boris Albinder (left) and Zachary 
Roche-Balsam were pictured together at the 
SI senior prom in 2005. Little over a year later, 
their lives were cut short by violent crimes. 
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instead of reactive. One arrest often results 
in solving a series of crimes.

Q. The homicide rate has been the fo-
cus of much attention. How does it 
compare to the rate 20 years ago?

A. Although violence remains a tre-
mendous concern, the city’s ho-
micide rate is lower today than 

it was �0 years ago. That is important to 
remember. Some is attributable to advanc-
es in medicine. San Francisco General is a 
tremendous community resource, and the 
staff there saves people who would not 
have been saved �0 years ago. Even though 
some credit goes to modern medicine, I be-
lieve that the city is very safe on the whole, 
and there is less random violence now than 
there was �0 years ago. Much of the vio-
lence is centered on gangs and drugs. For 
that reason, many of the city’s resources 
and police attention have been focused on 
those problems and specific areas.

Q. Why are there so many gangs on 
the street?

A. A gang is nothing more than a so-
cial structure that, in some cases, 
fills a void. Community resourc-

es, like the Boys and Girls Clubs, compete 
for those same kids and provide a positive 
alternative to gangs. Sports programs and 
after-school activities are so important be-
cause they keep kids engaged and involved. 
Parents can help steer their kids in these 
healthy directions. Kids look for accep-
tance and a place to belong. If they don’t 
find it at home or in school, they look for 
it elsewhere.

Q. Can you speak to the correlation 
between poverty and violence?

A. I am not a social scientist, and I 
am not going to say that there is 
a direct correlation between the 

two. There are disproportionately more 
poor people who, despite their struggles 
with poverty, have wonderful families and 
raise great kids. Are their challenges great-
er? I think so, but the vast majority over-
come those challenges, and we should do 
everything we can to support them.

Q. What advice do you have for those 
who find themselves in situations 
similar to Boris’ and Zachary’s?

A. I don’t know the specifics of those 
two tragedies, and I don’t want to 
second-guess the actions of those 

two young men. There may have been noth-
ing different that they could have done. 
 When there is a choice, the advice is 
simple: Try to avoid situations where vio-
lence might present itself. Sometimes prob-
lems can be anticipated. When you see a 
party getting out of hand, the smart thing 
to do is leave, even when you’re having the 
most fun. Everyone has a sixth sense. When 
you feel the hair standing on the back of 
your neck, trust your senses. If it doesn’t 
feel right, and you feel uncomfortable, get 
out. 
 When weapons are involved, there are 
no good alternatives. Get away and call the 
police. Every situation is different, so it is 
hard to offer blanket advice, but calling at-
tention to a situation is generally a good 
option. Scream, shout or honk your horn. 
Hopefully, someone will see what is going 
on and call for help. Those involved in the 
violence will stop what they are doing and 
want to get away.

Q. What can parents do to protect their 
children?

A. Young adults need guidance and 
direction. Parents should know 
where their kids are and whom 

they are with. Parents need to ask ques-
tions, and their kids need to have good 
answers. With cell phones, there is no rea-
son to lose contact with your child. Parents 
should seize every opportunity to talk to 
their kids. The lessons that parents teach 
are the lessons that the kids carry with 
them when they leave the house.
 Parties should not be advertised on 
Myspace or other websites. The host loses 
control of who comes over. Everyone is 
polite and smiles at the door, but that de-
meanor can change quickly once inside a 
home. Parties need to be chaperoned by a 
responsible adult. Anyone not known per-
sonally should not be allowed in. Ideally, 
you want to make sure trouble never gets a 
chance to start.
 The phone number of cab companies 
can be programmed into cell phones so that 
a ride is always available. As an alternative, 
the police will come if someone is scared or 
in trouble and will arrange to get the child 
to a safe place.

Q. Is there one factor, in general, 
that causes young men to turn to 
lives of crime?

A. That is a complex issue, but if 
I had to identify one cause, I 
believe it would be the break-

down of the family unit. Basic conduct, 
values and social skills all start at home. 
Some troubled kids come from the best 
of circumstances; however, troubled kids 
generally come from troubled homes.
 When there’s a strong family struc-
ture, parents know where their kids are 
and who their kids are with, and they 
enforce rules of conduct, including be-
ing home at a certain time. I would ar-
gue that one cause of crime is our decay-
ing social standards.

Q. The cliché is that “society is to 
blame” for kids who choose to 
commit crimes.

A. To some degree, society is to 
blame. We live in an age where 
anything goes, and many seg-

ments of society don’t want to accept 
responsibility for choices they or their 
children make. If Johnny doesn’t do well 
in school, some parents don’t want to 
admit that Johnny didn’t do his home-
work. The fact is that Johnny and the 
parents may have some responsibility.

Q. What’s the solution to this?

A. We need to enforce conse-
quences for bad behavior. 
There needs to be consistent 

discipline at home, at school and in 
society. That doesn’t happen the way 
it should. In some segments of society, 
there is clearly an absence of value-
based education and parenting. If you 
go on myspace.com, you’ll see pictures 
of young kids flashing gang signals and 
holding weapons — kids who can’t tell 
the difference between a real or fake 
gun and who don’t understand the dam-
age a bullet can cause. They think it is 
fun. The problem is that older siblings 
and even parents are in these pictures. 
I would argue that some kids are not 
learning the difference between right 
and wrong.
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Kylee Lin couldn’t believe that anyone 
would want her autograph, especial-
ly the little girl who asked for it at 

the premiere of Santa Clause III, where the 
film’s star, Tim Allen was also appearing. 
 “It was so surreal, walking the red car-
pet while the media were snapping photos,” 
she said. “I still can’t believe people think of 
me as a celebrity.”
 But for many, Lin’s signature is a royal 
one, as she is the newly crowned MISS CAL-
IFORNIA TEEN USA® and will compete 
this summer in the MISS TEEN USA® Pag-
eant.
 Lin doesn’t fit any stereotype regarding 
beauty queens. In fact, she entered her first 
pageant only last year, taking fourth place in 
the MISS CALIFORNIA TEEN contest in 
Palm Springs.
 “I received the application and was curi-
ous about what kind of world this was,” she 
said. “I’m always up for a new adventure.”
 She didn’t think she would make the fi-
nal 10 and was shocked to finish fourth and 
take home the Miss Photogenic award.
 The contest includes an evening gown 
and swimsuit competition and a three-minute 
interview before a panel of 10 judges, who 
“fired questions at me to get to know my 
personality and to see how well I spoke.”

 The only time she was nervous, she 
said, was after she had been chosen as one of 
the top five and had to answer questions on 
stage in front of thousands of people.
 The contest is open to girls 15 through 
19, and the judges loved Lin’s sincerity and 
youthful, multiethnic look.
 “Most people can’t figure out what I 
am,” said Lin, whose father is Chinese and 
mother, Italian. “Some people think I’m Ha-
waiian. But I don’t associate myself with ei-
ther culture. I am who I am.”
 Lin was ready to make last year’s con-
test her first and only one, but when the or-
ganization decided to hold this year’s event 
in the Marin Civic Center, a stone’s throw 
from Lin’s home, she decided to give the pag-
eant one more try.
 Once again she found herself up against 
tall, blond 18-year-olds who looked like 
models. “Those other girls looked so much 
older than I am,” she noted. “I looked like a 
third grader in comparison.”

 But that youthful look 
won over the judges, who 
gave her the title and crown 
last October. 
 Throughout the process, 
Lin found the girls friendly 
and helpful. “I was worried 
about girls trying to sabo-
tage each other by slashing 
dresses or stealing shoes, 
but I never experienced any 
of that. Everyone was very 
supportive. We helped each 
other learn choreography, 
find lost articles of clothing 
and give that last supportive 
smile to someone before she 
went onstage.”
 The other contestants, 
she added, were “confident 
young women, not ditzy 
girls. You need confidence 
to stand on stage and pres-
ent yourself to an audi-
ence. These girls have goals 
and are working to achieve 
them.”
 Lin, inspired by her den-
tist father, hopes to become 
an orthodontist. Until then, 
she is using her crown to 

make public appearances to support local 
charities such as Seeds of Peace, Best Bud-
dies, Mothers Against Drunk Driving and 
Girls on the Run.
 She will also get to enjoy the glamour of 
her new role. She hopes to attend the Teen 
Choice Awards next summer along with sev-
eral other red-carpet events. She is also look-
ing forward to meeting Donald Trump, the 
man behind the MISS USA Pageant. 
 In the meantime, she is living the life of 
a normal teenager at SI. She is involved in 
sports, works with SI Radio and volunteers 
as a counselor at a Girl Scout camp each 
summer. 
 She is also putting up with good-na-
tured ribbing from her friends. “After I won 
the contest, they all wanted me to teach them 
how to wave like a beauty queen.”Each year the National Council of Teachers 

of English holds a writing contest for the 
nation’s top 2,500 juniors. This year, Gina 
Perlite (left) and Katie Woods (now seniors) 
were among the 680 students selected for 
this honor.

Kylee Lin Is New MISS TEEN CALIFORNIA

Above: SI Sophomore Kylee Lin (right) is the 
new MISS CALIFORNIA TEEN. She will com-
pete for the national title in May.

Writing Award Winners
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Most people at SI are used to seeing 
junior Charles Franz in black, in 
his formal attire playing piano at 

the Winter Pops accompanying the Chamber 
Singers.
 On weekends, Franz prefers a different 
kind of basic black — soot and axle grease 
and pig iron — the stuff of real steam loco-
motives.
 A volunteer at Niles Canyon Railway 
near Fremont, Franz has put in more than 
500 hours of community service by working 
on historic engines. 
 During the steam season (from April 
through September), he will put in 1�-hour 
days every Sunday, showing up as early as 
5 a.m. to serve as hostler — the person who 
fires up the locomotive, pulls it out and gets 
it ready to go.
 “The engine is literally alive,” said 
Franz. “Our locomotive at the canyon is 
funny. It has its own personality and a mind 
all its own. Sometimes it will spit out oil and 
steam on people in its way, be a pain in the 
ass to work on and refuse to run. On other 
days it will decide to have fun and run great. 
It’s rewarding for me to conquer all of its id-
iosyncrasies and be able to show it off to the 
public.”
 Franz recalls playing with his Lionel 
trains as a child around his Christmas tree 
and watching Shining Time Station. His fas-
cination with trains picked up speed when, 
at 1�, he started volunteering at Tilden Park’s 
scaled down railroad. He worked his way up 
to road foreman and taught new engineers to 
run the trains. 

 After a year and a half in the Oakland 
Hills, Franz wanted to move to the big time. 
He recalled riding the Niles Canyon line with 
his grandmother, but learned that volunteers 
needed to be 18 or older. He emailed the 
volunteer coordinator to ask for an exemp-
tion. That person was impressed with his 
credentials, and Franz traded in his four-inch 
wrenches at Tilden Park for four-foot tools.
 Franz admits 
that his first love is 
not the trains them-
selves but the idea of 
historic railroading. 
“I do love steam 
trains, but very few 
people my age know 
that railroads played 
a huge role in build-
ing our country.”
 At Niles Can-
yon, Franz finds 
himself talking to 
three kinds of train 
enthusiasts. “The 
kids come because 
they are enthralled 
by the power of the steam engine. We also 
have middle-aged ‘foamers’ (as railroaders 
like to call them) — the adult railroad buffs 
who like to take photos of trains. But my fa-
vorite are the old timers who look at a steam 
engine and think of their childhood.”
 Franz spends most of his time in the 
locomotive shop maintaining the steam en-
gine, though he also works on the diesel en-
gine when called upon. “I know how to start 

a diesel, but it’s not the same as firing up a 
steam engine. For the diesel, all you have to 
do is open the valves and flip the switches, 
and they’ll start up every time. They may be 
dependable, but it’s not the same experience 
as working on steam.” Franz is also helping 
to restore a second steam engine, which he 
and the other volunteers hope to have run-
ning by the summer. 
 The trains at Niles Canyon are part 
of the original Transcontinental Railroad, 
but now the trains only make an hour-long 
roundtrip run on six miles of track between 
Niles Canyon and Sunol.
 Franz admits to feeling a bit sad when 
he looks through books on railroad history. 
“I wish, sometimes, that I had been born 
70 years earlier. It’s staggering to think of 
the number of rail lines that crisscrossed the 
state back then, including the Northwestern 
Pacific that ran up the California coast. That 
line was five minutes from my home in San 
Anselmo. No matter where you live, I can 
guarantee that there was a train running in 
your area back then.”

 Franz is thinking about studying me-
chanical engineering or history in college and 
later becoming a chief mechanical officer for 
one of the historic railroads. “It won’t pay 
much, but it’s important work, and I love 
it.”
 He admits to also being attracted to 
medicine. “I can always do something else 
with my life and still volunteer at a rail-
road.”

communityservice
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The annual Winter Pops Concert, with musical and choral direction by Nick and Janet Sablinsky, 
featured more than 100 singers and musicians who performed in the jazz band, the orchestra, 
the hand bell ringers, the mixed chorus, the chamber singers, the male quintet and the men’s 
chorus. The sold-out shows are a highlight of the Christmas season at SI.

This year’s fall play, An American Daughter, 
written by Wendy Wasserstein, was directed 
by Meredith Cecchin Galvin and featured Ka-
tie Woods, Sumner Fontaine, Ryan Meredith, 
Jessica Rizzo, Arianna Papalexopoulos, Jessica 
Times, Richel Briones, Alex Carleton, Connor 
Callaghan, Max Hartman, Keelin Woodell, 
Audrey Torres, Tim Green, Colin Woodell, 
Robby Lucchesi, Gabriel Kenney, Madison 
Kelleher, Gianna Puccinelli, Rachel Cunning-
ham, Phoebe Quinlan and, pictured from left, 
Joe Tursi, Carolyn Naughton, Clancy McCart-
ney and Brendan Neville.

SI Football Team Sends 
Care Packages to Soldiers

Thanks to the SI varsity football 
team, 70 soldiers in three units in 
Iraq have received care packages 

that include everything from batteries to 
microwave popcorn. 
 Each player donated $�0 to cover the 
costs of the items and shipping and includ-
ed a personal note to a soldier along with 
a team picture. 
 It took the players and a dozen vol-
unteer parents an hour to prepare the 
care packages, which also included white 
socks, playing cards, lip balm, wet wipes, 
a note pad and pen, powdered hot cocoa, 
dried fruit, nuts, beef jerky, gum, cookies, 
razor blades, magazines and Power Bars.
 “The boys really seemed enthused 
about the project,” said Marg McCaffery, 
team mom and mother of QB Chris Mc-
Caffery ’07. “Everyone felt that they had 
done a good deed and had acted as men 
for others.”
 One of the recipients was 1st Lt. Phil 
Downs ’99, whose mother helped com-
pose a list of typical supplies needed by 
the troops. The team also sent a package 
to a young man stationed in Iraq whose 
mother is a close friend of Mrs. McCaf-
fery. His war stories inspired her to spear-
head the project.
 She discussed the idea with Head 
Varsity Football Coach Steve Bluford ’8�, 
who gave it his full support.
 The boys on the team also had a 
chance to hear firsthand about the lives of 
soldiers in Iraq. Before he shipped for his 
third tour in September, Downs spoke with 
the team, telling them that, as a soldier, he 
used some of the lessons and themes he 
learned playing football at SI. 

Jonathan Mooney (left), a motivational speaker, spoke to students at SI thanks to a gift by the Sangia-
como family. Mooney told students to take charge of their own education and to respect all kinds of 
intelligence beyond the academic. Pictured with Mooney are Angelo Sangiacomo, with his grandchil-
dren Giancarlo ’10 and Natalie ’09, and Assistant Principal for Student Affairs Donna Murphy.

Time to Motivate

In Concert with Winter Pops

An American Daughter
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Parents of Asian 
Students Form Club 

Three years ago, the Parents Associa-
tion of African American Students 
formed to recruit students of color to 

attend SI and to help them succeed once they 
enrolled.
 This year, a new group, the SIPAC, has 
formed to spur involvement by parents of 
Asian American students.

 Thus far, the group comprises about �0 
members, but the founders plan to reach out 
and expand membership over the next few 
months.
 The group had its first meeting last 
July when David and Cecilia Kim (parents 
of Austen ’07 and Melissa ’00) invited eight 
other parents for lunch at their home.
 “We all noticed that there hasn’t been 
much participation in past fashion shows 
and auctions from the Asian American com-
munity,” said David Kim. “We wondered 
why, especially considering the fact that 
nearly a quarter of the student body is Asian. 
We hope that this club will help parents 
come together and increase our numbers at 
these events.”
 Louis Chan participates and supports 
this club even though his children, Karen ’97 
and Oliver ’00, are no longer at SI. “Asian 
American parents may be reticent about 
coming to school events because they don’t 
see other Asian parents,” said Chan. “We’re 
here to tell them to come because these events 
are so much fun. We want parents to experi-
ence the high school years along with their 
children, as SI can be a fun place for parents 
as well as their kids.”
 Kim admits that he didn’t come to par-
ent events at first, but after he did come to 

When the Herbst Natatorium 
opened on the SI campus in 
199�, it immediately became 

available not only to the swim teams and 
students but also to the Sunset neighbor-
hood. Since its opening, more than 15,000 
students have used the pool to learn to swim 
or become stronger swimmers. 
 This busy pool, located south of the 
main entrance on 37th Avenue, offers swim 
classes and recreational swimming to the 
public year round. 
 Last summer, the pool registered more 
than 1,000 new swimmers who took advan-
tage of an accelerated 8-week program. The 
accelerated summer program shows tremen-
dous success because the swim lessons are 
offered during the weekdays from 9 a.m. to 

Learn to Swim at the 
Herbst Natatorium

his first father-daughter dance and father-son 
night, he wondered why he had waited so 
long.
 Alice Seher, whose daughter, Zoe, is 
a junior, also praised the mother-daughter 
night and mother-son dance as wonderful 
opportunities for parents. “The women in 
the Ignatian Guild are so nice,” she added. 
“I’m having the best time being a part of this 
group.”
 Members of SIPAC also bought a table 
at the Ignatian Guild fashion show, contrib-
uted a basket for the raffle and served as vol-
unteers. They hope to do the same for the 
Fathers’ Club “Playland at the Prep” auction 
in March.
 Kim hopes the club will become a so-
cial network where Asian parents can build 
relationships, share experiences and extend 
knowledge about the school and student 
life at SI.  He also believes the club will en-
hance the school experience for both Asian 
students and their parents and ultimately 
produce greater levels of participation and 
contribution to the school.
 The group held a meeting in December 
and a holiday celebration in January to get 
the word out to even more Asian American 
parents, and they hope to continue to solicit 
membership through email and letters.
 For more information, contact David 
Kim at dskim1vcap@yahoo.com.

5 p.m., giving the swim-
mers an opportunity to 
attend more often and 
practice their skills.
 Aquatics Direc-
tor Diane Davis coor-
dinates the swimming 
program, including 
training for the instruc-
tors and life guards. 
Many of the instructors are from SI and a 
host of other city schools. “These instructors 
are wonderful,” said Davis. “They make it 
happen.” 
 One instructor, SI senior Johnny Yam, 
started swimming at the pool when he 
turned six. He swam through the ranks and 
then joined the Hammerheads, a competi-
tive swim team for children 7 to 18.  Once at 
SI, he joined the swimming and water polo 
teams and then started teaching swimming 
during the summer and weekends. 
 He recalls teaching one young boy who 
was afraid to put his head under water. “I 
got him to go down gradually, little by little, 
until he was completely immersed. Then he 
came up and squirted me. I was so surprised, 
and it reminded me of why I like teaching so 
much.”
 Diane Davis praised Yam for him com-
mitment to helping the neighborhood chil-
dren. “This is a tangible way for Johnny and 
other students at SI to serve the community. 
They can save lives and make life more en-
joyable for so many people.”
 Davis, who is also a swimming coach, 
likes to say that swimming is a lifelong sport. 
If you have thought about learning to swim or 
getting back in the water, the Herbst Natato-
rium has a program to fit your schedule, and 
its friendly 
staff is 
ready to 
we l come 
you. For 
more in-
formation, 
call (�15) 
68�-50�� 
or look for 
informa-
tion online 
at www.
siprep.org/
pool.

From left: Louis Chan, Alice Seher and David Kim.

Johnny Yam
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SI junior Kayla Gogarty discovered 
that pain can also be the mother of 
invention.

 Five years ago, while on vacation in 
Tahoe with her family, she burned her hand 
touching a fireplace. For the rest of her stay, 
she had to keep her fingers immersed in a 
bucket of cold water to speed healing and 
to ward off the pain.
 While staring out the window at the 
snow, she wondered why no one had in-
vented a glove that, rather than warm 
hands, kept them cold, to allow burn vic-
tims use of their hands and freedom to 
move about.
 After she returned home, she designed 
and produced just such a glove for her 
sixth grade science project at Our Lady of 
Angels. Her invention went on to win first 
place in the San Mateo County Science Fair 
and third place in the California State Sci-
ence Fair.
 To use her glove — which consists of 
ice-pack gel sealed between two kitchen 
gloves — you first put it in a freezer. The 
contraption can then keep hands cold for 
�5 minutes. “My grandmother has used 

it for her arthritis and loved it,” Gogarty 
noted.
 Urged on by family and friends, she 
applied for a patent, and this past May 16, 
she received Patent Number 7,0�3,768 for 
her handy invention.
 She wanted to find out if anyone else 
had come up with this idea, so she con-
tacted a patent attorney — Larry Vierra 
— whose daughter also went to OLA.
 “Kayla’s invention was a unique solu-
tion to an everyday problem,” said Vierra. 
“Often, some of the best inventions come 
from people with no preconceptions, who 
find new ways to combine common ob-
jects.”
 Inventors often have to wait years to 
receive a patent, and, according to Vierra, 
“99.5 percent of all applications are reject-
ed after the first submission. Some negotia-
tion needs to happen between the applicant 
and the Patent Office.”

The St. Vincent de Paul Society of San Mateo 
County honored senior Adrian Schurr with 
the 2006 Youth Award for many years spent 
volunteering at the group’s kitchen and store 
in South San Francisco. Since the sixth grade, 
Schurr has served on home visits, helped in 
the homeless help centers and supported jail 
ministry. The group also praised him for his 
articulate presentation at the 2006 Western 
Regional Meeting in Marin, where Schurr 
served as a presenter for a youth workshop. 
At SI, Schurr serves as president of the Asso-
ciation of Latino American Students, partici-
pates in the Social Justice Club and works in 
the athletics office.

Freshman Stewart Goossens competed in 
the 11th annual Alcatraz Invitational, swim-
ming to San Francisco from the island along 
with more than 700 swimmers from around 
the world on Sept. 30. Proceeds went to the 
San Francisco Park Trust Building Renovation 
Fund. Stewart finished in 36th place in the 
non-wetsuit division with a time of 35 min-
utes. 

 Gogarty’s invention proved no excep-
tion. The Patent Office asked to see how 
Gogarty’s glove differed from an exist-
ing mitt that also kept hands cold. Vierra 
worked with the Patent Examiner to point 
out the usefulness of Gogarty’s gloves and 
how they differed from earlier attempts to 
solve this problem. The two then waited 
more than a year for a response. 
 Finally last spring, they heard the good 
news from the U.S. Patent Office.
 Vierra believes that the device has a 
commercial value. “It will be up to Kayla 
to find the right company to help manufac-
ture and market it at a reasonable price.”
 Gogarty, who does plan to market her 
cold-glove, wants to become a pediatrician 
or work in business after graduating from 
college. 
 With one medical invention already 
under her belt, she has already made a 
strong start towards both of those careers.

Kayla Gogarty Receives Patent for Handy Invention
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Sara Templeton ’97 believes that good 
art can also be good business.
 “We can choose to be starving 

artists, but it need not be a mandate,” says 
Templeton. “I acknowledge art’s value by 
paying those involved in my projects.”
 Thus far, she has produced two works 
and is raising money for a third. “The 
fundraising issue means I might only show 
once a year,” said Templeton. “That can 
limit my visibility, but right now I’m will-
ing to take that risk. I feel strongly about 
the arts being prosperous, so I choose 
to put in the time to create that founda-
tion.”
 A gifted entrepreneur as well as a 
talented choreographer, Templeton has a 
number of business endeavors which fi-
nance her work. Currently, she is develop-
ing an online business where dance artists 
can sell merchandise to help fund their 
projects and raise money for other local 
arts organizations they want to support. 
 Templeton has presented work 
through the Oberlin Dance Collective 

School and Theatre (ODC), 
which twice selected her as 
one of six choreographers 
for its Pilot program.
 Her first Pilot-sponsored 
work premiered in �005. 
Her dance was well re-
ceived, and the process gave 
her valuable insight into the 
realities of marketing, stra-
tegic planning and fundrais-
ing. 
 Meanwhile, she discov-
ered that her patrons, as 
well as her coworkers at 
Davis Langdon (where she 
works as a project admin-
istrator), wanted to know 
more about her choreo-
graphic process. To help 
them understand, Temple-
ton published in September 
�005 her first book in her 
Memoirs of A Dance series, 
a behind-the-scenes narra-
tive and photo journal of 
her last premiere.
 By April �006, Temple-
ton had raised enough mon-

ey to produce her second work through 
the Pilot program. She followed it with 
her second Memoirs of A Dance, available 
through www.lulu.com.
 Unlike many other artists, Temple-
ton rarely pursues public funding through 
grants. “There just aren’t enough resourc-
es to go around,” she notes. “But I like to 
think that there is room for us all. I try to 
use my own talents to bring in money and 
treat grants as a last resort. This allows 
other choreographers more opportunity.”
 Templeton’s choreography is influ-
enced by a variety of forms. At SI, she was 
one of the first members of the Dance and 
Drill Troupe, and outside of school per-
formed with various hip-hop companies. 
But by the time she enrolled at Loyola 
Marymount University, she found her fo-
cus shifting towards modern dance and 
ballet.
 “I used a lot of anger with hip-hop, 
and by the time I was in college, I just 
wasn’t interested in that anymore.”

 While studying at LMU, she taught 
locally and worked with her school’s 
dance department on several community 
arts projects. She also interviewed Cyd 
Charisse for LMU’s dance archive and de-
signed a web site for legendary choreogra-
pher Bella Lewitzky.
 By the end of her college career, Tem-
pleton had been honored as an outstand-
ing graduate in dance and had also earned 
a degree in economics. While dance and 
economics don’t seem to go together, she 
credits that combination with making her 
better at the business of art. 
 After college, she returned to San 
Francisco and worked as a convention 
staffer before landing at Davis Langdon. 
Three years ago she reduced her hours 
there to pursue choreography more seri-
ously. 
 She has since discovered just how 
multifaceted the job of a choreographer 
can be. “Most people think it only in-
volves stringing together movement in a 
studio. That’s part of it, but ultimately it’s 
much larger. For me, being a choreogra-
pher is about orchestrating creativity in 
the broadest sense, because dance-making 
is an entrepreneurial, personal, logistical 
and spiritual endeavor. Being skilled in all 
of those aspects is a big deal.” 
 As for Templeton the performer, you 
will sometimes see her in that role. “Danc-
ers certainly work harder when the chore-
ographer is next to them. And it’s great be-
ing on stage with other artists. But I like it 
much better when I can watch. It just feels 
like a bigger, braver gift for all involved.”

Sara Templeton Succeeds at the Business of Dance



Never tell Mike Michalske ’00 
your deep dark secrets. They 
might end up on stage.

 One friend made the mistake of tell-
ing Michalske that his mother had breast-
fed him until he was �. He then attended 
one of Michalske’s improvisational shows 
and saw himself parodied as a 15-year-
old boy on stage being breastfed by his 
mother.
 Michalske, one of four members of 
Revolving Madness, believes that “if you 
take yourself too seriously, you won’t 
have any fun in life. If you think you’re 
too important, you’ll die of stress.”
 Revolving Madness performs about 
eight shows a month around the Bay 
Area. But when you think “improv,” 
don’t picture Whose Line Is It Anyway, 
people with giant Q-Tips pretending to be 
gladiators or comedy sports performers. 
 “Those people play games with their 
audiences and with each other. They try 
to find the joke in five lines. We’ll spend 
�0 minutes telling the stories of a variety 
of characters and watch how the action 
comes full circle. We won’t know until 
just before the end how the story will 
be funny. Then, at the end, instead of a 
chuckle, the audience gets a belly laugh 
for several minutes. They can’t believe 
we’re making up a story on the spot. For 
a year, my own mother didn’t believe that 
we improvised our stories.”

 Revolving Madness has had its share 
of success. The San Francisco Chronicle 
gave the group a prominent write-up, and 
the troupe performed sold-out shows at 
the San Francisco Fringe Festival and the 
Toronto International Improv Festival.
 Given the group’s history, it’s no sur-
prise. Each of the four studied under John 
Cleese of Monty Python fame at UC Santa 
Barbara, where they learned the nuances 
of comedy.
  “Cleese came in to substitute for 
our teacher, who was about to leave to 
direct a show. We were shocked to see 
all 6-feet, �-inches of him standing in the 
room, directly behind our teacher, imitat-
ing his mannerisms. He taught us comedic 
rhythm and cadence and how to fine-tune 

our work; even moving one finger half an 
inch to the left would make a scene fun-
nier. He was like a fairy godfather to us.”
 Michalske met the other three Re-
volving Madness performers — Andreas 
Riter, Christina Daly and Lauren Pizzi 
—through the bachelor of fine arts pro-
gram at UCSB where they all studied 
classic theatre. When one of their friends 
produced an improvisational TV show, 
Michalske discovered that he enjoyed do-
ing something completely different.
 “We had no idea if our work was 
funny, so we invited our class and a few 
professors. They laughed hysterically, and 
we ended up as a comedy troupe.”
 The group went from eight to six to 
four members as individuals went sepa-
rate ways. While the group is successful, 
Michalske hasn’t quit his day-job yet. He 
teaches yoga in the city and has also la-
bored alongside his father, Dan Michalske 
’7�, who has worked backstage at several 
theatres throughout the city.
 When Mike Michalske was four, his 
father would sit his son on his lap and let 
him run the lights for Sunday in the Park 
with George. “The stage manager walked 
in and saw a �-year-old working the lights 
and nearly died.”
 Thanks in large part to his father, Mi-
chalske has acting in his blood. He recalls 
Annette Benning at ACT mussing up his 
hair during one show and watching from 
the wings along with artistic director Bill 
Ball as Sydney Walker performed.
 At 9, Michalske joined the Magic 
Theatre and began his acting career. At 
SI, he performed in nearly every play and 
musical, sang with the Chamber Singers 
and played with the jazz band and orches-
tra.
 He hopes to find work in feature films 
and television, and he has already done 
voice-overs for the Discovery Channel.
 In the meantime, he’s following the 
advice that he heard in college — that an 
actor needs to make his own work, and 
the best way to do this is by starting a 
theatre company.
 For more information on the group’s 
shows, go to www.revolvingmadness.net.

Mike Michalske Improvises Madness for a Living

Seniors Gina Perlite and Natalie Monterrosa 
organized the annual SI Live comedy night 
in October, modeled after Saturday Night 
Live, under the supervision of moderators Naj 
Fawal and Justin Christensen.

SI LIVE Lives On

alumninews
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Never has doing good tasted so 
good. Thanks to a unique Christ-
mas gift from his wife, Peter 

Schmitt ’9� is now one of the Bay Area’s 
premiere chocolatiers. 
 And because Schmitt makes his arti-
san truffles with fair trade, organic and 
sustainable ingredients, you may indulge 
yourself without guilt. 
 Schmitt and his wife, Rosie ’95, are 
both graduates of SI and SCU. Both active 
in theatre at SI, they met during a produc-
tion of Lady in the Dark.
 After college, they worked as teachers 
— Peter at Mitty High School and Rosie 
with the Cupertino School District — and 
also kept active in theatre, which, oddly 
enough, led them circuitously toward their 
current passion for chocolate.
 The two decided to quit their teach-
ing jobs and work for Royal Carribean as 
youth activity coordinators. At the vari-
ous ports of call, they discovered choco-
late more flavorful and richer than any 
they had ever had before.
 They also discovered the dark side 
of the chocolate industry. For a typical 
60-cent candy bar sold in the U.S., cacao 
growers earn about 1 cent, according to 

Transfair USA, which offers fair 
trade certification. According to 
this group and environmental writ-
er Umbra Fisk, most cacao farm-
ers live in “extreme poverty, often 
earning just $30 to $100 a year,” 
in an industry that brings in annual 
earnings of $60 billion.
 Fisk also notes that the plight 
of cacao growers “is exacerbated 
by the sometimes wildly fluctuat-
ing prices for cacao on the world 
market and by exploitative middle-
people who buy from farmers for a 
pittance and then make a tidy profit 
by selling to traders or multination-
als.” Making matters worse, Fisk 
adds, about 300,000 children work 
gathering cacao in the four African 
nations that make up the bulk of 
the cacao trade.
 “Growers, for the most part, are 
so poor that they can never afford to 
buy a chocolate bar and taste the fin-
ished product,” says Schmitt.
 When the two returned to the 
Bay Area, Schmitt received a sur-
prise from his wife for Christmas 
— lessons in chocolate making 

Chocolate That’s Good in So Many Ways

Alumni basketball athletes returned to SI the day before Thanksgiving for SI’s annual homecoming game. Pictured above 
and right are the men and women who played the varsity boys’ and girls’ basketball teams before a standing-room-only 
crowd. After the games, SI hosted a reception at the United Irish Cultural Center where they were entertained by the 
Ring of Fire, a Johnny Cash tribute band.

Homecoming Games
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from legendary chocolatier Michael Rec-
chiuti.
 “I took his classes and appreciated 
his old world charm and his philosophy 
toward chocolate making,” says Schmitt, 
who brought his first creations to several 
parties. “My friends loved my chocolates, 
so I decided to expand and open my own 
company.
 Schmitt named his new venture PS 
Chocolates after his initials rather than his 
name to avoid people confusing his com-
pany with Joseph Schmidt Chocolates.
 Schmitt, who had taught religion at 
Mitty and who believes strongly in the 
Ignatian values he learned at SI and SCU 
— “both places taught me to think global-
ly as well as locally” — wanted to ensure 
that the growers he had met in fair-trade 
cacao plantations in the Dominican Re-
public, Costa Rica and Peru would profit 
from his business.
 “The growers at these co-ops pay two-
to-three times the typical livable wage for 
their country, offer health care and prac-
tice sustainable farming.”
 By buying from these co-ops, Schmitt 
is also helping to preserve some of the fin-
est cacao plants in the world. “The large 
companies only care about quantity,” he 
notes. “But the growers I buy from plant 
forastero trees, the rarest of the cacao 

trees. These don’t produce much cacao, 
but what they do produce has a strong fla-
vor. Because these trees weren’t considered 
profitable, they were almost wiped off the 
face of the earth.”
 While the cacao must come from far 
away, Schmitt makes a point of buying his 
other ingredients from local farmers and 
creameries and using seasonal produce. Last 
fall, for instance, he created pumpkin-infused 
truffles from locally grown pumpkins.
 “In the end,” Schmitt adds, “consum-
ers won’t pay much more for sustainable, 
organic and fair trade chocolate than they 
would pay for the mass-produced product, 
but they will discover a huge difference 
in taste and know that they are helping 
growers here and in developing nations.”
 While Schmitt now sells between 
�,000 and 3,000 truffles a month, it’s not 
quite enough for him to give up his job as 
an event planner, but it is enough to make 
him feel as if he and his wife are making a 
difference. 
 “The Jesuits taught us to give back 
and to promote social justice,” says 
Schmitt. “I’m happy we have a chance to 
do that. And I love seeing the looks on 
peoples’ faces when they bite into one of 
my truffles.”
 They are able to make some of their 
truffles at their Redwood City home, but 

for large orders — such as the 3,000 piec-
es he made for an AIDS Foundation event 
— he has access to an industrial kitchen in 
San Francisco, and he brings in a crew of 
five to help prepare his hand-rolled French 
truffles.
 Schmitt’s wife helps by packaging all 
the chocolate — “I’m the one who ties the 
ribbons on all the boxes” — and taste-
testing her husband’s new creations. “I 
have vetoed some pieces,” she says. “I rep-
resent the voice of the untrained palate. If 
something is too strong, I tell him to tone 
it down. Some flavors are fantastic strong 
and others are better subtle.”
 For one of his more powerful cre-
ations, which he calls Xocolatl, Schmitt 
elaborates on a traditional Mayan recipe, 
mixing cinnamon, cayenne pepper, nut-
meg and chili with 68 percent organic 
single origin chocolate from Costa Rica.
 If you want to taste some of Schmitt’s 
chocolate for yourself, you can purchase 
truffles from Chocolat in San Francisco 
and San Anselmo or from Draeger’s in Los 
Altos. Within a few months, the Draeger’s 
in San Mateo and Menlo Park will also 
carry Schmitt’s chocolates.
 You can also order from his website 
at www.pschocolates.com where you will 
find a detailed description of the 10 types 
of truffles that he currently sells.

Tim Russert, host of NBC’s Meet the Press, spoke to more than 400 
members of the SI community at the Four Seasons Hotel on Oct. 17. 
He regaled the audience with stories of politicians, his own Jesuit 
education and his father, whom he wrote about in his bestselling 
Big Russ. Russert came thanks to his nephew, Kevin Swanson, a 
junior at SI, and his family. The event raised more than $90,000 to 
benefit a new Alumni Association scholarship.

Tim Russert Speaks at SI’s Downtown Business Lunch
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City College of San Francisco lost the 
state championship Dec. 9 in Fresno 
to El Camino �9–35 after quarter-

back Zac Lee ’05 left in the third quarter 
with a knee injury.
 Coach George Rush ’65 was disap-
pointed, but he can look back with pride on 
a remarkable 30-year career as CCSF head 
football coach. 
 You can measure his success with num-
bers: ��6 wins, 16 conference champion-
ships, 9 NorCal titles, 5 state championships 
and 5 national titles.
 You would get a better measure of Rush 
by hearing him tell the stories of the young 
men he has coached over the years. Their 
pictures crowd the walls over his cluttered 
desk; many of those men went on to success-
ful careers in college and in the NFL.
 These young men are the reason Rush 
stays at City College despite offers to coach 
at high-profile universities.
 He explains his reasons for staying by 
telling the story of Alfonzo Browning, who 
played at CCSF in 1990 and 1991.
 “One day he came to me in hysterics,” 
said Rush. “While Alfonzo was practicing, 
his mother, a crack addict, sold all of his 
clothes for drugs. All he had were the clothes 
on his back. Four days later, while the team 
was suiting up for the conference champion-
ship game, I noticed that Alfonzo was miss-
ing. He was the leading receiver in the con-
ference.”
 Rush then received a call from the po-
lice who told him that Browning had been 
picked up the night before on charges of pos-
sessing an illegal weapon and narcotics. 
 Rush spoke with a judge who offered to 
release Browning on his own recognizance to 
let him play that day.
 “I thought about it long and hard. Then 
I told the judge to let him stay in jail. After 
we won the conference, we drove by the 
Hall of Justice on our way back to school. I 
thought, ‘He should have been here with us, 
not over there.’”
 The only people who showed up for 
Browning’s trial were Rush and the assistant 
coach. The judge sentenced Browning to six 
months in county prison, where Rush visited 
him regularly.
 “He told me how sorry he was for mak-
ing a mistake. I told him I would give him 

another chance, but if he didn’t keep his 
word, I would make sure he never played 
college football again. He respected that.”
 The next season, Browning once again 
became the leading conference receiver and, 
thanks to a recommendation by Rush, was 
recruited by the University of Kentucky. 
 Browning eventually went on to play 
for the ’�9ers and earn a Super Bowl ring. 
After a career with the Canadian Football 
League, he married and had twin daughters. 
He is now coaching high school football in 
Kentucky and raising his family.
 “When Alfonzo comes to San Francis-
co, he always makes a point of coming here 
to say hello,” said Rush. “ The best part of 
the story is that before his mother died, he 
helped her beat her addiction and move out 
of the projects.”
 Rush has more stories like Browning’s. 
“My players are good kids. All they needed 
was a chance to succeed. This school gives 
them academic, athletic, financial and emo-
tional support so that they can have their 
chance.”
 Rush found that same support when 
he was a player at CCSF. A quarterback un-
der Vince Tringali at SI, Rush went to SCU 
where he played for Pat Malley ’�9. After a 
wrist injury sidelined him, he transferred to 
City College.
 He found CCSF “a life-changing ex-
perience.” He tried out for Dutch Elston’s 

football team, and after seeing Rush play, 
Elston yelled over to Alex Schwartz (Elston’s 
assistant and the former athletic director at 
SI), “Hey Pop, I think we found ourselves a 
football player.”
 At CCSF, Rush entered a world far dif-
ferent from his old school on Stanyan Street. 
“My closest friends on the team were Afri-
can-American players and a few guys from 
SI. They gave me a whole new perspective 
on diversity that I had never known.” Along 
with teammate O.J. Simpson, Rush helped 
CCSF take the conference championship in 
1966.
 Rush went on to play at San Fernan-
do Valley State College before coaching at 
Wake Forest and the College of the Canyons 
in Valencia. Between those jobs, he married 
Jane Carlson and the two (now together 37 
years) had a daughter, Tammy, and two sons, 
George Rush, Jr. ’9�, and Gibril, who has 
started as safety for the past three years with 
the New York Giants.
 Rush specializes in helping student ath-
lete, such as Zac Lee, who didn’t catch the 
eyes of college scouts.
 Zac’s father, Bob Lee, also played at 
CCSF and went on to a 1�-year career in the 
NFL. Zac excelled as a quarterback at SI, 
but colleges didn’t fall over themselves trying 
to recruit him.
 That changed after two years with Rush. 
As the top-ranked junior college quarterback 
in the nation, Lee found himself courted by 
many colleges, and he eventually signed with 
Nebraska. He will be heading east soon to 
start spring drills with his new team.
 “Zac has every quality you want in a 
quarterback,” said Rush. “He’s a first-class 
person and a great leader. He threw for 3�5 
yards in the first half in the state champion-
ship against El Camino, and odds were in 
our favor to win had he not gotten hurt. 
He’ll do well in Nebraska because he backs 
up his confidence with performance.”
 It’s this kind of success story, repeated 
again and again, that draws the best athletes 
in the Bay Area to Rush’s team, which av-
erages 17 division 1 scholarships each year. 
One year, �5 players earned D1 scholar-
ships.
 “I’m proud that both my sons attended 
here,” added Rush. “City College is one of 
the best kept secrets in the Bay Area.”

CCSF’s George Rush is Coach & Mentor



At the CCS championship game 
against Los Gatos Dec. 1, Coach 
Bluford paced the sidelines more 

ecstatic than worried.
 Then, after a key fumble, the guilty 
party walked with head hung to hear from 
his coach.
 “I told him to relax and 
just have fun,” said Bluford.
 “At that point, there’s no 
more coaching you can do. 
When players get uptight, they 
don’t perform as well as they 
can. I wanted him to relax, 
have fun and let the game play 
itself out.”
 By the end, the game did 
just that, and the �006 SI Varsi-
ty Football Team made history 
by beating Los Gatos 35–�0 to 
take the sectional crown for the 
first time since the CCS inaugu-
rated the regional competition 
in 197�.
 That win, as glorious as 
it was, paled in comparison 
to the �6–�0 victory over Bel-
larmine Nov. 11 to guarantee 
SI’s league co-champion status, 
which the Wildcats share with 
Serra. That victory ended a 39-
year drought, as the last time 
the ’Cats won the WCAL title 
was in 1967 when Dan Fouts 
’69 led the team as quarterback. 
(Fouts went on to a famed ca-
reer playing with the San Diego 
Chargers, earning entry into the NFL Hall 
of Fame.)
 For Head Coach Steve Bluford ’8�, 
the championship trophies are ones that 
need to be shared with SI teams of the 
past.
 “I am blessed with a great tradition of 
Wildcat football,” said Bluford. “My assis-
tant Rob Unruh ’6� was a center for Coach 
Ray Calcagno ’6�. They both played for 
Vince Tringali and Jim McDonald ’55. 
Joe Vollert ’8� and I both played for Ray. 
And our linebacker coach, Paul Tonelli ’76, 
played for Coach Gil Haskell ’61.
 “I am the recipient of �0 years of 

coaching wisdom. These men are the ones 
who earned it along with all the Wildcats 
who wore our jerseys and who played 
AMDG but who were not able to win the 
league title. I’m happy my name is attached 
to this trophy, but it’s one for the program 
and for all these players and coaches.”

 The ’Cats finished 10–�–1 overall and 
5–1 in league thanks to several key play-
ers, including seniors Chris McCaffery at 
quarterback, offensive lineman Matt Sum-
mers-Gavin and linebacker and co-captain 
Tommy Kilgore.
 McCaffery had a phenomenal year, 
throwing only one interception through-
out league play. He earned WCAL Play-
er of the Year honors, and High School 
Sports Focus named him CCS Offensive 
Player of the Year.
 (McCaffery, a star pitcher for the 
Wildcats, signed with USC to play base-
ball in The Southland.)
 “Chris is very competitive and thor-

ough,” said Bluford. “He understands the 
game and how to manage the offense. He 
can throw anywhere with various degrees 
of touch, from a bullet to a finesse pass.”
 Also instrumental in the team’s suc-
cess was Summers-Gavin, one of the top-
ranked high school athletes in the nation, 

who played in the Jan. 6 U.S. 
Army All American Bowl in 
San Antonio. “At 6-foot, �-
inches and �85 pounds, he 
has speed, power and quick-
ness for his position. The head 
coaches from Cal and Notre 
Dame both paid a visit to SI to 
recruit him for their schools.”
  Kilgore was key to SI’s de-
fense. “He’s smart, tough and 
intense,” said Bluford, “and he 
loves the sport and his team-
mates. He’s a great, selfless 
leader.”
  Bluford also praised Derek 
McDonald, Chris Bloom, Jake 
Lawson and Ryan Kirkpat-
rick, all of whom proved vital 
to both offense and defense.
  Just as important to the 
team’s success were the indi-
viduals who didn’t get recog-
nition in the press, from the 
scout teams to the student 
managers.
  Bluford also praised as-
sistant coaches John Regalia 
’93, Paul Tonelli ’76, Josh Fre-
chette, Rob Unruh ’6�, Brian 

Kelly, Jeremy Dickmann and Gino Bene-
detti ’01. “We work well together. We’re 
passionate about foootball and motivated 
to improve as teachers of the game. I am 
lucky to coach alongside them.”
 A week after capturing the CCS title, 
the ’Cats learned that CIF officials chose 
Palo Alto over SI to represent NorCal for 
the state championship. 
 “Playing for and winning the state 
title would have been the icing on the 
cake,” said Bluford. “But we ended post-
season play on a high note. I was happy 
that we accomplished something that had 
never been done in SI history.”

Wildcats Make SI History With CCS Title

From left: Allen Kham, 
Chris McCaffery, Chris
Martin and Hank 
Verdurmen after the CCS 
championship game.
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The boys on 
SI’s cross 
country team 

have their own way 
of ending summer va-
cation. 
 They pay a one-
week visit to Dr. Pain’s 
Running Camp.
 While most of 
the boys begin train-
ing in early June to 
prepare for their fall 
racing season, their 
training isn’t com-
plete until they spend 
seven days at Portola 
Redwoods State Park 
near Pescadero in August.
 For a week, the boys run twice a day for 
a total of nearly 70 miles, with each work-
out followed by �0 minutes in the frigid wa-
ters of Pescadero Creek to ice down.
 This year, the pain paid off. The four 
boys’ cross country teams — freshmen, soph-
omores, JV and varsity — each took first in 
the West Catholic Athletic League (with the 
frosh sharing the crown as co-champs). The 
varsity went on to beat �� schools to win 
the Central Coast Section Division III title 
and earn a shot at the state championship, 
where the team finished sixth.
 Head Coach Chad Evans credits the 
success, in part, to the rigorous training. 
“The boys both love and hate Dr. Pain’s 
Running Camp,” said Evans. “They hate it 
because the runs are hard, and the creek is 
cold. But they also love it because they know 
they are doing something more challenging 
than anything else they’ll be up against all 
year.
 

“Distance runners love testing their pain 
threshold, and having raccoons eat their 
food and running a week without shower-
ing is all part of how they test their limits. 
The boys leave camp with a feeling of real 
confidence. Throughout the season, they 
joke that running up Strawberry Hill is noth-
ing compared to Butano Ridge, the longest, 
hardest run of our week in the woods.”
 Evans also noted that the teams suc-
ceeded this year despite the lack of any 
standout runner. “We won not because our 
first guy was the fastest, but because our 
third, fourth and fifth place runners were 
faster than their competition. Cross country 
is not an individual sport, as most people 
think, but a team sport.”
 Evans also credits the depth of the en-
tire program, which includes 75 boys and 95 
girls, who make up 1� percent of the student 
body. “We fill three charter buses whenever 
we travel to a meet, even though cross coun-
try is not the sport at SI that gets the most 
attention from fans. These kids are working 

Four Titles for Boys’ Cross Country
hard anonymously 
for six months, and 
it’s great for them to 
receive this success 
and attention at the 
end of the season.”
 SI’s cross coun-
try team also flew 
under the radar of 
the local media, 
which didn’t peg the 
school to win either 
the league or section. 
Not until the state 
meet did the media 
catch on, when SI 
was ranked second.
 You can also 

find success stories among the individual 
runners. More than 30 boys ran 300 miles 
or more this summer, including sophomore 
Devin Dunn. Last year, he finished �5th, 
�1st and ��nd in three races. This year, he 
took second, fourth and second at the three 
league meets, in part because of the �00 
miles he put in June, July and August. “He 
passed �0 runners from last year just by put-
ting in the miles,” said Evans.
 Junior Michael Quinones also shaved 
three minutes off his times last year, and he 
shared the JV’s Most Improved Award with 
junior Chris Warner, who went from 10th 
last year to finishing in the top five.
 Senior captain Matt Roman, the winner 
of the Riley Sutthoff Award, spent his fresh-
man year at the back of the pack at Crys-
tal Springs with a time of �� minutes. As a 
sophomore, he ran 19.50 and then 17.�6 
as a junior. This year, he ran the course in 
16.59. “He beat runners who had more tal-
ent just by working harder. He also earned 
his spot at captain by caring for the younger 
guys. I was proud to coach them.”
 Evans also praised fellow coaches Al 
Berrin, Matt Farley, S.J. (a two-time state 
champion in both cross country and track 
from Jesuit High in Sacramento), and Oliver 
Chan ’00, who started his running career 
only in his senior year at SI and who now 
runs 50K ultra marathons.
 “I feel lucky to be part of a program 
that is as strong, vibrant and healthy as 
cross country,” added Evans. 

sportsnews
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Top: The varsity team with coach Chad Evans. 
Left: Icing down in Pescadero Creek at Dr. Pain’s 
Running Camp.
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Girls’ Tennis Competes 
Overseas & With Pros

The SI Girls’ Tennis Team had a suc-
cessful season finishing second in 
the league and ending post-season 

play with a hard fought loss to Mitty in 
the quarterfinals of the CCS competition.  
 In the individual league tournament in 
Mountain View’s Cuesta Park last Nov. 1 
and �, five Wildcats entered the final rounds, 
the most from any school — Carmen Lam, 
Janice Lam, Natalie Dillon, Danielle Sa-
balvaro and Natasha Mendoza with fourth, 
third and second place finishes.
 Some members of the team also had 
several first-time highlights, including par-
ticipation in the International Children’s 
Games in Thailand, the American Tennis 
Association Nationals in San Diego, and 
a professional tournament in San Fran-
cisco.
 In August, Mendoza and Dillon com-
peted at the International Children’s Games 
in Thailand after qualifying in Golden 
Gate Park during the summer. They fin-
ished well, and after they returned, Dillon 
competed and won the American Tennis 
Association National singles and doubles 
titles in San Diego.  
 Also participating was senior Loren-
zo Cabrera, who placed third in the boys 
18-year-old division and won the doubles 
championship. 
 The next month, five SI girls played in 
a tournament to get a chance to compete 
against pros in the San Francisco Tennis 
Classic hosted by Tim Harper and Peanut 
Louie. Dillon and Sabalvaro made it to the 
finals held at the Golden Gateway Tennis 
Club.
 “I loved this season,” said Head Coach 
Craig Law ’8�. “We have such a talented 
group of girls, and the years to come look 
promising and exciting. The girls had fun, 
and that was the bottom line.”

You could say that Katy Ashby-Du-
mas and her husband, Scott Du-
mas, get along swimmingly.

 Katy serves as an assistant to the JV 
girls’ water polo team, and Scott is in his 
first year as head coach to the boys’ varsity 
water polo team.
 Katy, who is a three-year veteran at 
SI where she teaches world history and 
economics, met Scott at SCU where they 
both played water polo. Scott also coached 
Katy’s club team there and the two were in-
strumental in moving the girls’ water polo 
program to official school status by the 
time they graduated.
 They share ideas with all the coaches 
in the water polo program, including girls’ 
varsity head coach Paul Felton, girls’ JV 
coach Ann Ginotti ’00, and boys’ coaches 
Kyle Broderick and Dan Ashley ’99.
 They also find themselves discussing 
water polo and watching film on their off 
hours at home. “We share stories of play-
ers, exchange ideas for drills and practices 
and form game strategies,” said Scott. 
 On occasion, Scott will coach one of 
Katy’s students, as he did with Columbus 
Leonard, a junior on the boys’ varsity 
team.
 “Columbus didn’t know how to swim 
until the summer before his freshman year 

at SI,” said Scott. “Then he decided he 
wanted to play water polo. At his first prac-
tice, he could barely make it from one end 
of the pool to the other.”
 Despite his inexperience, the team 
took a chance on him partly because he 
stood over six feet tall as a freshman. Now 
at 6 feet, � inches, he is a star goalie on the 
team.
 “He has wonderful intuition,” said 
Katy. “He can predict pretty accurately 
where a shot will go. He’s also a wonderful 
all-around athlete who plays baseball and 
basketball and who represents SI so well.”
 The boys’ team has never been a pow-
erhouse in the league, but Scott hopes his 
team can build on the success they had this 
year. SI beat Mitty for the first time since 
the start of the boys’ water polo program 
and lost to Valley Christian in sudden 
death. Had SI won that game, the boys 
would have made it to CCS play.
 Scott was also impressed by his team’s 
strong showing against Bellarmine, despite 
the 1�–9 loss. “The WCAL is the strongest 
league in the CCS, and we have an uphill 
battle against teams from the Peninsula and 
Marin where kids swim year-round.”
 The girls’ program turned in a strong 
showing, with both the varsity and JV girls 
tying for second place and the varsity quali-

Happy Coaching Couple 
Leads Water Polo Teams

fying for CCS play.
 The only problem Katy and Scott have 
is that they don’t get a chance to see each 
other’s teams compete given their conflict-
ing schedules.
 “But he makes me watch his games on 
tape all the time,” she added. “Our fall is 
all about water polo.”
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GIRLS’ GOLF
Coach: Julius Yap; Assistant: Bill Olinger
League Record: 10–0
Highlights: WCAL Champions; 3rd Place 
CCS Tournament where Megan West shot 
79; eighth place NorCal High School Re-
gional Championships where Rosalie To-
lentino shot 80.
League Awards: WCAL Tournament Med-
alist: Rosalie Tolentino, 78; All WCAL 
First Team: Rosalie Tolentino, Megan 
West
Team Awards: Wildcat Medalist Award: 
Megan West; Wildcat Award: Rosalie To-
lentino; Spirit Award: Renee Eligio

BOYS’ FOOTBALL
Coach: Steve Bluford; Assistants: John Re-
galia Jeremy Dickmann, Paul Tonelli, Rob 
Unruh, Brian Kelly, Josh Frechette and 
Gino Benedetti
League Record: 5–1 (WCAL Co–Cham-
pions); Overall Record: 10–�–1 (CCS 
Champions)
Highlights: First Seed in CCS Medium 
Schools Division. Defeated Aptos �8–1�, 
Los Altos 33–1�, and Los Gatos 35–�0 in 
championship game, with Ryan Kirkpat-
rick rushing for more than �00 yards. 
League Awards: WCAL Player of the Year: 
QB Chris McCaffery; WCAL Lineman of 

the Year: Matt Summers-Gavin; WCAL 
First Team All League: Chris McCaffery, 
Matt Summers-Gavin, Willy Jaquier, Tom-
my Kilgore, Chris Blohm, Dave Schaeffer 
and Jake Lawson.

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL
Coach: Greg Nunley; Assistant: Shelby 
Hamm
League Record: �–5; Overall Record: 
��–8
Highlights: CCS tournament qualifier for 
�th consecutive year. Defeated Live Oak 
in quarter finals (3–0) before losing to Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral in semifinals (�–3)
League Awards: Second Team All–WCAL: 
Erin Grady
Team Awards: Fighting Spirit Award: Ker-
ry Grady; Team Award: Michaela Rizzo; 
Coaches’ Awards: Diana Nomicos

BOYS’ WATER POLO
Coach: Scott Dumas; Assistants: Ron As-
sadurian
League Record: 1–5; Overall Record: �–6
Highlights: John Butler led team with 11 
goals in WCAL play
League Awards: WCAL First Team: David 
Kolenda
Team Awards: Coaches’ Award: David 
Kolenda; Most Inspirational Player: Jack 
Ostler; Most Improved Player: Jared Mus-
cat

GIRLS’ WATER POLO
Coach: Paul Felton
League Record: �–�; Overall Record: 
17–6
Highlights: Qualified for CCS Tourna-
ment; leading scorers: Kandis Canonica 
56 overall, 11 in WCAL play. 
League Awards: WCAL First Team All–
League: Gina Castagnola, Kandis Canon-
ica, MacKenzie Campbell; WCAL Second 
Team All–League: Lauren Padilla, Susan-
nah Groh
Team Awards: Wildcat Award: Kandis 
Canonica; Coaches’ Award: MacKenzie 
Campbell; Most Inspirational Player: Lau-
ren Padilla

�� GENESIS V



BOYS’ CROSS COuNTRY
Coach: Chad Evans; Assistants: Al Berrin, 
Oliver Chan, Matt Farley, S.J.
Highlights: All four levels were league 
champs, and the varsity was the CCS 
champion; in league, Matt Snyder fin-
ished fifth, first and first; Greg Innes fin-
ished second, second and ninth; and Sean 
Reavey finished sixth, 10th and seventh. 
In CCS meet, Matt Snyder finished third, 
Greg Innes sixth, and Sean Reavey eight. 
At the state championship, SI took sixth 
with Matt Snyder 11th, Sean Reavey �0th 
and Greg Innes �7th.
League Awards: All–WCAL First Team: 
Matt Snyder and Sean Reavey; Second 
Team: Greg Innes and Alex Esparza
Team Awards: Riley Suttoff Award: Matt 
Roman; Wildcat Award: Robbie Anicetti; 
Most Outstanding Runners: Matt Snyder, 
Sean Reavey

GIRLS’ CROSS COuNTRY
Coach: Elizabeth Regalia; Assistants: Tri-
cia Kennedy, Anne Stricherz
Highlights: Sophomore Katy Daly fin-
ished first in each of the three WCAL 
meets. Bambi Seltenrich had a 10th and 
15th place finish. Jaqueline Sun finished 
13th, 13th, and 19th respectively in the 
three WCAL meets. Daly also finished 
first in the CCS meet while the team fin-

ished sixth. Sasha Martinez finished �9th 
in the CCS meet. At the CIF State Division 
3 Championships, Daly finished in third 
place.
League Award: All–WCAL First Team: 
Katy Daly
Team Awards: Julius Yap Award: J.J. Fritz; 
Most Improved Runner: Sasha Martinez; 
Outstanding Runner, Katy Daly; Coaches’ 
Award: Monica Coen

GIRLS’ FIELD HOCKEY
Coach: Kori Jenkins; Assistants: Michelle 
Magdycz; Moderators: Mike Thomas, 
Danielle Devencenzi
League Record: �–6–3; Overall Record: 
8–10–5
Blossom Valley League Highlights: ties 
with Mitty and St Francis.
Team Awards: Wildcat Award: Claire Mc-
Govern; Most Inspirational Player: Libby 
Reiser; Most Improved Player: Nicole 
Grazioli

GIRLS’ TENNIS
Coach: Craig Law
League Record: 11–3

Overall Record: 18–3
Highlights: Qualified for CCS Tourna-
ment. Defeated Harker Academy 7–0 be-
fore losing in quarterfinals to Mitty �–5.
League Awards: WCAL First Team: Nata-
lie Dillon; Second Team, Nataly Mendoza, 
Carmen Lam; WCAL Individual Tourna-
ment: Natasha Mendoza Singles–�th 
place; Natalie Dillon–Danielle Sabalvaro 
Doubles 3rd Place; Carmen Lam, Janice 
Lam, doubles �nd Place
Team Awards: Artie Lee, S.J. Award: Na-
tasha Mendoza; Magis Award: Carmen 
Lam; Wildcat Award: Aimee Bidegain-
berry

SI held its first alumni water polo game in August, with alumni playing the boys’ varsity team. 
The alumni who attended included Tobias Koehler ‘95, Dave Tudor ‘96, Kevin Chuck ‘97, Eddie 
Pan ‘97, Eric Sweeney ‘97, Jaime Lynch ‘98, Marty O’Leary ‘98, Chris Roth ‘98, Dan Ashley ‘99, 
Dan Figoni ‘99, Brendan Raven ‘99, Joey Sheehy ‘99, Eric Pan ‘00, Andrew Potselueff ‘00, Mark 
Perlite ‘01, Brian Gilmore ‘02, Dan McDonnell ‘02, Alan Chee ‘05, Jeff Gilmore ‘05, Steve Hen-
dler ‘05, Matt Lai ‘05 and Mike Yee ‘05.

sportsnews
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Keeping in Touch …
34
Henry Fagundes celebrated his 90th birth-
day. He and his wife, Veronica, have three 
children, eight grandchildren and 11 great 
grandchildren.

40
Manuel Medina Jr. and his wife, Marianne, 
are enjoying retired life in Graeagle, Calif. 

44
The Class of 1944 meets every third Thurs-
day of the month at the United Irish Cultural 
Center for lunch at noon. Feel free to join 
your classmates.
Fr. Harry “Dutch” Olivier, S.J., was feted by 
the Phoenix Jesuit community and by Bro-
phy College Preparatory Sept. 5 on the occa-
sion of his 80th birthday.

50
Merlin “Bud” Henry Jr. had a wonderful 
Danube River cruise this summer beginning 
in Bucharest and ending in Budapest with 
stops on the Black Sea, Romania, Bulgaria, 
Serbia, Croatia and Hungary. Also, his 16th 
grandchild arrived in November �006.

51
Members of the Class of 1951 celebrated 
their 55-year reunion in September. They 
marked the occasion by presenting Humani-
tarian Awards to classmates Gordon Getty, 
Dr. Peter Kane, Leo Koulos, George Leal 
and John Moriarty. “This was an award to 
our classmates from our classmates, and is 
the highest honor we offer,” said Skip Mac-
Donald.
James L. Ryan recently sold the Bank of Wal-
nut Creek where he had been chairman and 
CEO for �6 years. He and his wife, Jane, are 
easing into retirement and will spend more 
time with their children and grandchildren in 
Jackson Hole and Austin. They will spend 
more time fishing, playing golf and travel-
ing.
Don Smith recently received The Lifetime 
Service Award from The President’s Coun-
cil on Service and Civic Participation. The 

award is given to volunteers who have 
served more than �,000 hours. In �005, Don 
and his wife, Linda, received the Governor’s 
Silver Bowl Award for volunteerism from the 
Governor of Utah. Don earned his volunteer 
hours playing his Banjo for care centers and 
with the Utah Old Time Fiddlers, which he 
serves as state president. He is also treasurer 
for a community performing arts company 
and a guide for the Rocky Mountain ATV 
Jamboree.
Bill Tognotti is a Fellow of the American 
College of Dentists after being nominated 
by his faculty members at University of the 
Pacific’s Dugoni School of Dentistry. He was 
elected in June and inducted in October at 
the American Dental Association’s annual 
meeting in Las Vegas. 

52
Daniel Powers’s wife, Joan, passed away in 
January �006. They were married for �7 
years.
Richard Quinlan marked �� years in the 
securities industry with Smith Barney, and 
his son, Gregory, is a vice president with the 
firm.

54
Jack Tillmany, author of last year’s Theatres 
of San Francisco, has a new one out: The-
atres of Oakland, part of Arcadia Publish-
ing’s Images of America series.

55
James Weiss recently retired and is now liv-
ing in Central Point, Ore., after working 33 
years for the Department of Defense as an 
electronics engineer. James is enjoying travel-
ing around the U.S., boating and fishing.

57
Alex Golitzin, founder of Quilceda Creek 
Winery, received a score of 100 from the 
Wine Advocate for both his �00� and �003 
Quilceda Creek Cabernet Sauvignon. This 
is the first time any wine from Washington 
state has received a perfect score.

58

Five members of the Class of 1958 in Octo-
ber visited the Piemonte area of Italy, where 
they were hosted by Gianni Fassio, who lives 
there. From left are Jim Downey, Gianni Fas-
sio, Jack Casey, Al Zavattero, Mike Callan 
and Mike Carroll. The group took a cooking 
class at the International Culinary School of 
Foreign Chefs and visited several wineries.
Paul Pelosi has the distinction of being 
married to the first woman ever to become 
Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi.

60
Howard Eggers is a professor of law at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy.

64
Phil “Fritz” Tomasello continues to race his 
bicycle in masters’ competition. He won the 
�006 State Championship for California and 
Nevada, the Senior Olympics, the SoCal Se-
ries Cup and the USA Cycling Nationals in 
Pennsylvania, where he won three medals. 
The season highlight was winning the state 
championship jersey on youngest grand-
daughter Olivia’s third birthday.
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66
Don Dana, a vice president at Wells Fargo, 
was featured in the Marin Independent Jour-
nal for his archeological expedition, travel-
ing by “skin boat” up the east coast of Rus-
sia, trying to prove that ancient tribes could 
have migrated from Russia to Alaska across 
the Bering Strait by boat.

67
Paul Contreras has the lead for the Redding 
City Musical Theatre’s production of South 
Pacific.

68
Chris Collins’s play Victorian opened in 
Hollywood at the Hudson Guild Theatre 
last October. The story revolves around the 
struggles of a San Francisco working class 
family. 

73
Paul Kolling, founder of Nana Mae’s Or-
ganics, was featured in the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat last August. Paul, his wife Kendra, 
and their five children, tend to 500 acres of 
apple trees in Sonoma County. Thanks to his 
success, the International Slow Foods Society 
invited Paul and Kendra to be the U.S. del-
egates at last October’s Terra Madre Confer-
ence in Turin, Italy.
Ken Pulskamp, who attended SI until 1971 

when his family moved to Fresno, was se-
lected as the most influential person for the 
City of Santa Clarita by The Santa Clarita 
Valley Signal. The newspaper credited him 
for helping the city to run “like a well-oiled 
machine.” Dan Masnada ’71 was also fea-
tured in that issue for his work as general 
manager of Castaic Lake Water Agency. 

75
Tom Stack is Broker Associate with Caldwell-
Banker in Orinda.

77
David Churton, after a three-year sabbatical 
in Kristiansand, Norway, with his wife and 
their three children, is back in San Francisco 
working for Jones Lang LaSalle, a global real 
estate consulting and money management 
company with 600 employees in Northern 
California. David is the firm’s international 
director and market leader responsible for 
new business development and transaction 
management.
Eugene Gloria read from his new book of 
poetry, Hoodlum Birds, at City Lights Book-
sellers in San Francisco on Nov. 9.
Pat Hughes and his wife, Dawn, have three 
children. Their daughter, Melissa, started at 
Harvard last fall. Their older daughter, Jack-
ie, is a senior at UC Santa Barbara, and their 
son, Mike, is a high school junior in Pleasant 
Hill. Pat, an area manager for AT&T, has 

worked with the company for �8 years.
Kevin Mayer is a partner and civil attorney in 
the Los Angeles office of Steptoe & Johnson 
LLP. He continues to practice in the field of 
toxic and mass torts and environmental and 
OSHA litigation. Over the past two years, 
Kevin has been named one of the “Best Law-
yers in America” by Woodward/White, Inc., 
and as a “Southern California Super Law-
yer” by Los Angeles Magazine. His recent 
article in the Defense Research Institute’s For 
The Defense, “Debunking the Expansion of 
Defendants Theory,” received a �006 Burton 
Award for Legal Achievement. Kevin and his 
wife, Donna, reside in Pacific Palisades with 
their three sons.

78
Vincenzo Pierotti worked as a molecular bi-
ologist for 18 years, including a stint from 
1998 to �00� living and working in Paris 
with his wife, Elizabeth. After returning to 
their home in San Francisco, they adopted 
their first child, Julian, from South Korea. 
Since retiring from working with the invis-
ible, he has focused his efforts on things he 
can actually see, namely remodeling a couple 
of homes, investing in real estate and try-
ing to convince his son who is in charge. He 
greatly regretted missing SI’s sesquicentennial 
celebration, but he was in San Diego running 
his first marathon (since trumped by a better 
run this year). 

The Class of 1966 (top) held its reunion Sept. 16 at SI, and the Class of 1971 (below) held its on Oct. 28.

Class Reunions
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79
Chuck Nan is the author of Fifty Years by the 
Bay, which celebrates the golden anniversary 
of the San Francisco Giants, with memories, 
stories, anecdotes and statistics from their 
time in the Bay Area. Look for more on this 
book in the next issue of Genesis V.

80
Giles Miller is the new major gifts officer for 
Catholic Charities CYO. He is the former 
director of alumni relations at Saint Mary’s 
College in Moraga, where he developed and 
managed alumni outreach and events, major 
donor cultivation and stewardship for the 
college.  
Joe Morris, who raises grass-fed beef in San 
Juan Baptista, was featured in the Chronicle 
in September.

81
Mario Donati has been elected to the board of 
directors of the Ferrari Club of America and 
was appointed president of the Italian Ameri-
can Community Services Agency. Mario and 
his wife, Anthy, are living in San Francisco.
Brian Jeffrey is practicing pathology in 

Tampa. Kids are Mary, 19, who will at-
tend Florida State in the fall; Chris, 16; Em-
ily, 10; Nick, 9; Jeremiah, 5; and Max 3.     
Paul Merrill married Beverly Ann Howe at 
sunset on the beach in Maui on April �9. It 
is the first marriage for both. Having met 
while living in Juneau, Paul and Bev bought 
a home and relocated to Bellingham, Wash. 
This summer, Paul will start a new job as a 
ship pilot with the Southeast Alaska Pilots’ 
Association in Ketchikan. Drop him an email 
at marinesvcs@gmail.com if you’re coming 
to Alaska on a cruise.

83
Christopher Gaggero competed in his 6th 
ASA Softball National tournament in Sep-
tember, playing first base. Other Olympic 
Club team members included Ray William-
son ’83, Collin Luttringer ’83, Paul Ravetti 
’84, Gus Gomozias ’85, Kevin Barry ’82, 
Lou Alessandria ’82 and Aldo Congi ’72.
Chris Krueger lives in Sacramento with his 
wife, Kristine Burks, and sons Henry and Dan-
iel. In July, Chris, who works in the California 
Attorney General’s Office, argued the State of 
California’s position in four cases challenging 
the state’s ban on same-sex marriage before 

the California Court of Appeal. In October, 
the Court ruled in favor of the State.

84
Patrick Quinn has been employed with the 
San Francisco Chronicle for the past 16 
years. He and his wife, Darcy, have two chil-
dren, Isabel, �, and Michael, �.
Vincent Sweeters is the new principal of St. 
Monica Elementary School in San Francis-
co.

86
Daniele Maraviglia married Margaret Cath-
erine McPeake Aug. � at St. Ignatius Church 
in San Francisco. In attendance were Allen 
Lew ’86, James Farrell ’86, Thomas Ling 
’86, Joe Leonetti ’86 and the groom’s cousin, 
Erica Grassini ’95. The happy couple will 
live in Healdsburg.

87
Conor Sheridan formed his own financial 
advisory firm called Sheridan Capital Man-
agement.

Graduates from SI and SH gathered the day after Thanksgiving to play 
in the second annual Dodgeball or Die Tournament at Junipero Serra 
Park. The organizers were Gina Antonini ’02, Mary Kate Sullivan ’01 
and Erin Devine (Convent of the Sacred Heart ’99). One of the grudge 
matches featured SI alumni against SH grads, with SI pulling out the 
win. The SI team included (front row, from left) Molly Callaghan ’05, 
Francesca Mallegni ’02, Mary Kate Sulllivan ’01, Maureen McCaffery 

’02, Lauren Labagh ’00, Kerry Callaghan ’98, Angela Passanisi ’02, 
(back row from left) Tom Espinoza ’02, Kevin Donohoe ’01, Mike Wat-
ters ’98, Sal Rizzo ’02, Brian Schimaneck ’02, Mike Toboni ’02, Jenna 
Grimaldi ’01, Katie Yrazabal ’01 Gina Antonini ’02, John Ring ’86, 
Tim Reardon ’86 and Jim Lucey ’83. Grads from St. Cecilia’s and St. 
Brendan’s also played in the grammar school alumni game, with Mike 
Waters and Tim Reardon securing a win for St. Cecilia’s.

Dodge Ball Tournament

keepingintouch
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88
Brad Angeja, MD, after 1� years at UCSF, 
is in his third year of cardiology practice at 
Cardiovascular Associates of the Peninsula 
in Burlingame. He lives in San Francisco 
with his wife, Alea, and their son, Andrew, 
born December �005.
Jeff Pon his wife, Gillian, celebrated their 
daughter Cordelia’s first birthday on Oct. �. 
Jeff is the head of human resources for the 
U.S. Department of Energy.

89
Marco Campagna was featured in Santa 
Clara Law as of one �� graduating law stu-
dents who earned the Public Interest and 
Social Justice Law Certificate from SCU’s 
School of Law. The article praised Marco for 
his work with the Northern California Inno-
cence Project and for serving as president of 
the Environmental Law Society.

91

Four members of the Class of 1991 spent 
their summer vacation in South Lake Tahoe 
along with their families. From left are David 
O’Connor with Aidan and Jack, Christian 
Molinari with Francisco and Santiago, Matt 
Collopy with Carli and Kyle, and Michael 
Mulkerrins with Michaela and Colin. Mulk-
errins is the new head coach for the varsity 
girls’ basketball team at SI.
Lt. Michael H. Cheng, USN, married Jen-
nifer M. Watson on Aug. �8 in a small civil 
ceremony in the presence of immediate fam-
ily members. Fellow alumnus Greg Rougley 
‘91 was in attendance as well as his sisters 
Sabrina Cheng ’93 and Nathalie Cheng ’96 
and friends Michael Watson ’94 and Katie 
(Watson) Lindell ’97. He left for deployment 
to the Middle East last October.
Anthony Kozuch married Ana Maria Zavala 

of Arlington, Va., on July 1 at San Miguel 
Arcángel Church in Escazú, Costa Rica. SI 
alumni in the wedding party included An-
thony Christen ’91 and Dennis Melka ’91. 
Ted Henning ’91, Rob Kellogg ’91 and Jef-
frey Burstein ’91 were also in attendance. 
The couple lives in the Washington, DC, area 
where Anthony operates Communiqué Con-
ferencing, Inc. and Ana Maria is Associate 
Head of Academic Programs at the National 
Gallery of Art.

92
Benjamin Chan’s band, Bigyellowband, will 
release a single next year and will perform at 
the Linbury Theatre (London’s Royal Opera 
House) in February. That same month, he 
will attend a Chinese New Year’s party at the 
House of Commons. Last October he played 
organ in a quartet for the Pope’s ambassador 
to the United Kingdom, and he performed 
to 500 in the City Showcase Festival in cen-
tral London. Last November, he spoke at his 
first International Conference in London, 
discussing his innovative work on Collab-
orative Working Enquiry Portals, which was 
a finalist for the �006 International Informa-
tion Industry Awards He was married in July 
�005 to Adeline McKenzie at the Bellagio 
with James Cavanagh ’92 as best man. His 
daughter, Tamra, is a year old.
Mark Gottas married Stacy Hartmann in 
San Francisco Oct. 1�. Dan Gottas ’86 was 
the best man, and groomsman included 
Kevin Perotti ’92, Joe Hallisy ’92, Damian 
Crosby ’92 and Kevin Zeidan ’91. Also in at-
tendance were Ren Riley ’92, Louk Stephens 
’92, Derek Anthony ’92, Steve Malouf ’91, 
Brian Murphy ’94, Fred Formosa ’94 and 
Mike Mulry ’94. 

93
Kirsten Hetzel is now Kirsten H. Wilson, 
having married 
Tim D. Wilson Jr. 
in a candlelight cer-
emony in Houston 
on Nov. 18. The 
couple resides in 
Houston, where 
Kirsten practices 
law with the In-
ternational Arbi-
tration section of 
Fulbright & Jawor-

ski LLP. SI alums attending included Chris 
Stecher ’92, Amy Narvaez Stecher ’93 and 
Oliver Mar ’93.
Matt O’Donnell is a firefighter, EMT and 
rescue technician with the Ebbetts Pass Fire 
Department in the Sierra foothills. He is an 
instructor in High Angle Rope Rescue for 
other firefighters.
Chris Zonnas completed a short film with 
Aaron White ’92 as his cinematographer. Go 
to www.strangerthefilm.com for a preview. 
He plans to submit his work to film festivals 
in the Bay Area, New York and Los Ange-
les.

94

James Evangelista married Aimee Antonio 
at St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Palo Alto. 
Serving as groomsmen were classmates Joe 
Chu and Eric Valle. Other class of ’9� mem-
bers present attending included Mikey Ang 
and Ashley Sakai. Pictured, from left, are 
Eric Valle, Ashley Sakai, James Evangelista, 
Mikey Ang and Joe Chu.
Mike Mibach married Kara Seklecki at St. 
Pius X Church in Tuscan, Ariz., on Sept. 16. 
They met when Mike was working in Tuc-
son at KVOA. Mike’s brother, Bruce ’88, 
and Nate Barulich ’94 were in the wedding 
party. Brandt Hazen ’88 and Brendan Jacob-
sen  ’94 were also in attendance.
Capt. Jay Vallario and Capt. Pat Faye are 
serving together in 3rd Battalion, �th Ma-
rines, in the Al Anbar Province of Iraq. Pat is 
an infantry officer serving as the command-
ing officer of Lima Company. Jay is a Har-
rier Pilot serving in a non-flying role as the 
Air Officer to the Battalion. The two have 
been in Iraq since early September and are 
scheduled to return to the states sometime in 
April.

96
Tom Callen married Jenny Jenkins in Ha-
waii on Sept. �3.
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Juliet Chiarella completed her master’s de-
gree at UC Berkeley and is teaching English 
at Albany High School. 
Anthony Jew recently left the law firm of 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP 
in New York to join J.P. Morgan Chase & 
Co. in New York as a vice president and as-
sistant general counsel.
Cassidy Raher, after three years living in Los 
Angeles and working as an academic advi-
sor for student-athletes at USC, moved back 
to San Francisco and took a job working as 
an academic advisor for student-athletes at 
UC Berkeley. Housed in Cal’s Athletic Study 
Center, he is one of seven advisors working 
to increase graduation rates for student-ath-
letes at Cal.
Rayfil Wong, after graduating from UC 
Berkeley, has been in corporate marketing. 
Currently, he is the managing partner of 
his own start-up company, Shoppingbuffet.
com, the first discount shopping site with life 
coaching tips such as reducing stress.

97
Christopher Eddy graduated with Spanish 
language honors from Thunderbird, The 
Garvin School of International Management, 
in May of �006. He received his MBA in in-
ternational management from the school. 
Derek Drummond recently moved back to 
San Francisco after eight years in Boulder, 
Colo. with his wife Jillian. Derek is a partner 
at a boutique investment firm specializing in 
Hedge Fund portfolios.

Roderick Garcia and Evelyn Ho ’98 were 
married Aug. �7 at the Tsakopolous Library 
Galleria in Sacramento. In attendance were 
best man Christopher Garcia ’92, grooms-
man Alex Ha ’97, bridesmaids Fiona Ho ’05 
and Amelia Ho ’08 along with Darren Ho 
’01, Kristina Szeto ’98, Arel Gonzales ’97, 
Matthew Cano ’97, Michael Scheerer ’97, 
John Saito ’97, Cesar Vergel de Dios ’97, 
Kevin Cronin ’01, Peter Cronin ’08 and Joey 
Duggan ’08.  

A d a m 
Jacobs, 
who is 
playing 

Marius in the Broadway production of Les 
Miserables, married Kelly Kohnert July �9 in 
Minocqua, Wis. In attendance were grooms-
man Doug Giorgis ’97 and classmates Ron 
Karpowicz ’97 and Charlie Wilson  ’97.
Amy Phelps-Kinzley, the giraffe keeper at 
the Oakland Zoo,  received an award for her 
work with zookeeping and animal training.

Marianne Pons married Paul Badawi Sept. 
�. Pictured with Marianne (at left) are class-
mates Teresa Huddleston, Eileen Vollert, Ju-
lie Vidosh, Jenene Roberto, Danielle Deven-
cenzi and Genny Poggetti.
Sara Templeton published her second book 
in the Memoirs of A Dance series (www.
lulu.com/content/�0�398). This book takes 
readers on a largely candid, moderately 
philosophical, and often humorous journey 
through the making of a comedic work that 
she premiered in April �006. (See story in 
this issue.)

98
Greg Chiarella is teaching history and reli-
gion at Seattle Prep.
Angela Leus is the manager of motion pic-
ture music at The Weinstein Company/Di-
mension Films, the new company started 
by Harvey and Bob Weinstein, with whom 
she also worked for at Miramax/Dimension 
Films for four years. Angela has worked on 
such films as Chicago, Gangs of New York, 
the Scary Movie series, Clerks 2 and School 
for Scoundrels. She has also acted as co-
music supervisor on the independent film 
In Memory of My Father, which won the 
Grand Jury Prize at the Cinevegas film fes-
tival in �005.
Alnette Dela Rosa received her DDS from 
UCLA last June and is now practicing 
general dentistry in San Francisco with her 
father, who is also a general dentist, and her 
sister, Jacqueline ’94, who is a pediatric den-
tist.
Greg Teshara has been installed as president-
elect of the Alumni Board of Directors for St. 
Mary’s College.

99
Charlene Abalos graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree in accounting in �003 from SCU. She 
is now working as a home mortgage consul-
tant for Wells Fargo in San Francisco. 
John Cranston is in his second year at the 
Stanford Business School.
Marisa McCarthy’s essay was selected for 
Twentysomething Essays by Twentysome-
thing Writers, published by Random House 
last August.

01
Georgina Anton graduated with honors 
from Northwestern University in �005 and 
is now living in Washington, DC, where she 
is the senior paralegal specialist in the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Environment and 
Natural Resources Division, Law & Policy 
Section. She is also a lay Episcopal minister 
at Washington National Cathedral, and she 
works part-time at the Cathedral’s Center 
for Global Justice and Reconciliation.
Pat Callaghan, after graduating from Ford-
ham in �005, completed a year of service 
in the Nashville Jesuit Volunteer commu-
nity, where he worked with ex-offenders by 
helping them find employment, housing and 
treatment for alcohol and drug abuse. He 
now works in the campus ministry office at 
Fordham while pursuing his Master of Social 
Work degree. He hopes to continue working 
with the offender population.
2nd Lt. Andrew Yeung, USMC, married 
Sarah Brockway of Allegan, Mich., in June 
�005 and is currently serving as an opera-
tional forces budget officer for U.S. Marine 
Corps Forces Command in Norfolk, Va.

02
Christine Abalos graduated from UCLA in 
June �006 with a degree in psychology. She 
received the Chancellor’s Service Award at 
graduation. Over the summer, she volun-
teered as a counselor for UCLA’s Unicamp, a 
camp for economically underprivileged kids. 
She now lives in Marina del Ray and works 
at Cypress Retail Group, a commercial real 
estate group serving Southern California.
Martine Darwish graduated from UC Davis 
with a bachelor’s degree in biotechnology in 
June and is working at Genentech in South 
San Francisco. 
Corey Pallatto graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
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from UC Berkeley in May with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology. She is currently work-
ing at the San Francisco Bay Area Center for 
Cognitive Therapy and is planning to attend 
graduate school.
Karen Tumaneng graduated from Cal Poly, 
San Luis Obispo in September �006 with a 
bachelor’s degree in counseling and family 
psychology and a minor in child develop-
ment. She is engaged to her longtime boy-
friend, Jordan Wilmes, and they plan to wed 
in July �008. She is currently working for the 
Superior Court of California.

03
Pat Downs, a senior at Denison University 
in Granville, Ohio, playing offensive tackle 
for the varsity football team, was chosen as 
one of the “top 10 players to watch” by The 
Plain Dealer. At the end of the �005 season, 
Patrick was named All Conference Honor-
able Mention for the North Coast Athletic 
Conference and Outstanding Offensive Line-
man for Denison University.
Heidi Tuason is in her fourth year at UC San 
Diego, double majoring in biochemistry/cell 
biology and ethnic studies. After studying 
in the Philippines the summer after her first 
year, she has been involved in the Filipino 
community on-campus and in the San Diego 
area. For the past three years, she has been 
teaching at the UCSD student learning center 
OASIS, teaching calculus and biology. She is 
involved in an on-campus Christian fellow-

ship and bible study. She also works part-
time in a molecular biology lab and as an 
intern at the UCSD Cross Cultural Center as 
a diversity peer educator. She hopes to work 
in public health in minority communities be-
fore pursuing a master’s degree.

04

Four friends from the Class of �00� met in 
Florence, Italy, in the fall. From left are Sam 
Madison (Fordham), Elizabeth Harris (Bos-
ton University), Brittany Harrison (UCLA) 
and Carly Rayburn (Boston College). Har-
ris is studying with Gonzaga’s Florence 
program along with Harrison Worner ’04 
(SCU). Rayburn flew in from Australia and 
Brittany from Spain for this reunion.
Lisa Fike is attending USC with a double ma-
jor in political science and English literature.
Curtis Hayden is studying abroad his junior 
year at UC Davis’s program in Rome. 
Elizabeth Masliah is in her third year at Bos-
ton University majoring in psychology.

05
Greg Mangan, a sophomore quarterback at 
Oberlin, set a school record for passing yards 
in only his second start.
Zac Lee, quarterback for CCSF, took his 
team to the state championship where he 
threw for more than 350 yards. He has com-
mitted to play for Nebraska University.

06
Jeff Cosgriff, a freshman at SCU, was chosen 
WCC All Conference Freshman First Team. 
Top Drawer Soccer named him to Soccer 
Men’s College All-Rookie Team, a national 
honor. In the game against Indiana Univer-
sity in round 16 of the NCAA tournament, 
Jeff volunteered to take the sixth penalty 
kick. He slid the ball into the right hand cor-
ner of the net after sending the keeper the 
other way, helping SCU move into the quar-
terfinals against Wake Forest.
Jaclyn Kurtela had an article published with 
Women’s International. She credits English 
teachers Tim Reardon ’86, Kate Denning 
and Jim Bjorkquist ’65 with inspiring her to 
write and publish. She is now at the Univer-
sity of San Diego.
Alanna Pinnel performed along with Law-
rence Papale ’06 and Reed Campbell ’08 in 
the ACT Youth Conservatory’s production 
of Charley’s Aunt at the Zeum Theatre.
Mellisa Pun, a freshman on the Williams Col-
lege volleyball team, was named to the �006 
AVCA All-Region (New England) team.

More than 400 students and their families attended a premiere of Night at the Museum, followed by a dinner at the United Irish Cultural Center 
to benefit the SI Scholarship Fund. The event was made possible thanks to Monica Devereux and her husband, Chris Columbus  (above left), the 
film’s producer. Ignatian Guild volunteers served as hostesses for the event. Above right are Past President Jennifer Ohanessian, senior Mad-
eleine Moore and current Guild President Theresa Moore in line at the movie.

Night at the Museum Benefit
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79
James M. Sweeney and his wife, Anne, a son, 
Aidan Matthew, born July �1, �006.

81
Michael De Benedetti and his wife, Kim, a 
son, Marco Miyahara, born Oct. 18, �006. 
Marco joins older brothers Matthew and 
Anthony.

84
Martin D. Murphy and his wife, Marie, a 
daughter, Sierra Skye, born Sept. �7, �006.

85
Mike Farrah and his wife, Maya, a son, 
Finnegan Abraham Draisin, born June 18, 
�006.

86
Jeff Bryan and his wife, Peggy, two sons and 
a daughter — Bobby, 3; Ruth, �; and Darius, 
5. They join Christina and Claire. The fam-
ily will be moving in the spring to Pullman, 
Wash., where Jeff will be an Assistant Pro-
fessor of Veterinary Oncology.

87
Maher Salfiti and his wife, Maritsa, a son, 
Elias Maher, born Dec. �, �006, in San Fran-
cisco.

88
Chris Dunn and his wife, Michelle Jondreau, 
a son, Ian Michael, born Oct. �9, �006.

89
Damon Anthony Valla and his wife, Amy, a 
son, Anthony Eugene, born June 8, �006.

90
Mario Alioto and his wife, Amee, a son, Ma-
rio Frank IV, born Aug. �8, �006.
Khang Do and his wife, Rebecca, a daughter, 
Elizabeth Presley, born March 3, �006.
Stephen Wynne and his wife, Jessica, a son, 
Webb Garrett, born Sept. 10. Webb joins big 
brother Hunter.

In Memoriam

Births 91
Tom Burns and his wife, Allison, a daugh-
ter, Colleen Nora, born Oct. 18, �006. 

92
Bryan Ruane and his wife, Heather, a son, 
Brody Martin, born Sept.�6, �006, in Gil-
bert, Ariz., where they have lived for more 
than two years.

94
Kelly (Murphy) Rebaud and her husband, 
Sylvain, a daughter, Madison Emilie Elisa-

beth, born on Aug. 18, �006.

95
Aaron Molinari and his wife, Katie (Hall) 
’95, a son, Shane Murphy, born Aug. 18, 
�006.

96 
Brian P. Green and his wife, Katy, a daugh-
ter, Sarah Teresa, born Feb. �, �006.
Zoe (Sternberg) Pinksa and her husband, 
Jeff, a daughter, Mackenzie Ann, on Nov. 
�, �006.

3� John P. Horgan
3� Charles R. McNamara
35 Raymond J. Roure
36 Rev. Roger D. McAuliffe, S.J.
37 Alfred E. Crescio
37  Thomas L. Tasso, Sr.
38 Rinaldo F. (Ray) Ritchie
38 Hugh J. Barsotti
�0 Richard M. Roche
�1 Joseph G. “Jerry” Bussiere
�1 Dr. John R. “Ray” Hyde
�� Robert H. Keenan
�6 Richard H. O’Brien
�6 James E. Furrier
�8 William ( Bill) Briare
�9 Daniel P. Donovan
55 Ira “Joe” Kraal
55 John D. Breen

55 Dr. R. Jerome Ennis
56 Francis K. “the Hub” Hubner 
57 Lloyd A. Ritter Jr.
57 Daniel J. Flynn
59 Robert K. Crawford
59 Thomas O’Neill
60  Charles W. “Chips” Maurer
61 Daniel I. O’Callaghan
63 James V. Kinavey
6� Paul F. Bergez
66 Wade A. Francois
70  Kevin E. Scharetg
05 Boris Albinder
(05) Zachary Roche-Balsam

Former faculty
Rev. George M. Twigg-Porter, S.J.
Alex Schwarz (athletic director & coach)

 Boys State Reps
Every year, the various American Legion posts in San Francisco sponsor nine SI students for Boys 
State in Sacramento, held in the third week of June. Students run for office from governor on 
down and write and pass legislation in this model-government workshop. Fr. Paul Capitolo, 
S.J. ’53 (center), has served as the group’s moderator for the past 33 years. Attending this year, 
from left, were Ryan Aguirre, Nicholas Suhr, Hal David Cope, Danny Tate, David Kolenda, John 
Stanley and Frederic Madigan; inset are Christian Habelt and Hunter Leese.
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SpirituS ‘MagiS’: 
150 Years of St. Ignatius College Preparatory

To purchase SI’s �88-page history, go to www.siprep.org, 
stop by the Development Office, or by fill out this form. 

Name  _____________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________

City _______________________  State _____ Zip _________

Number of Books @ $�5/copy_____  
q I wish to pick up my book at the Development Office
q Please mail me my copy(ies) at $5 shipping per book: 

Shipping charges ($5/copy)_____
Total_____

Make the check payable to St. Ignatius College Prep. 
Mail to SI, c/o Paul Totah, �001 37th Avenue, San 
Francisco, CA 9�116. Send queries to ptotah@siprep.org.

January 2007
3-4 Faculty Retreat, no classes
5 Classes resume 8:30 a.m.
6 SI Entrance Exam 8 a.m.-noon
9 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
15 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
16-20 Dance Concert, Wiegand 7 p.m.
21 Ignatian Guild Day of Recollection 10 a.m.
25 Father’s Club Crab and Cards, Commons 5:30 p.m.

February
4 Mother-Student Communion Breakfast 9 a.m.
6 Sophomore Parent College Night 7 p.m.
10 Class of 1986 Reunion, SI                                  REUNION 1986 5 p.m.
13 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
14-15 Dramatic Arts Festival 7 p.m.
19 President’s Day Holiday
20 Board of Regents Meeting, Library 4 p.m.
23 Tentative Magazine Holiday
23 Mother-Daughter Dinner, Commons 6:30 p.m.
25 Christ the King Award Mass & Reception 10 a.m.
27 Board of Trustees Meeting 4 p.m.

March
3 Fathers’ Club Auction 6 p.m.
8 Faculty In-Service, no classes
9 Quarter Break
13 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
20 College Night
23 Father-Daughter Night, Commons 8:30 p.m.
30 Mother-Son Night, Commons 6:30 p.m.

April
3 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
5 Easter Break Begins 
5 Holy Thursday Service, Orradre 7:30 p.m.
6 Good Friday Service, Orradre 7:30 p.m.
7 Easter Vigil, Orradre 8 p.m.
15 Golden Diploma, Chapel & Commons                REUNION 1957 10 a.m.
16 Classes resume 8:30 a.m.
17 General Parent Meeting 7:30 p.m.
22 College Case Studies Program 1 p.m.
24-28 Spring Musical 7 p.m.
28 International Food Faire 4-8 p.m.

May
1-5 Spring Musical 7 p.m.
2 Board of Regents’ Meeting 4 p.m.
3 Father-Son Dinner, Commons 6 p.m.
8 Counseling, Transition to College Night 7 p.m.
8 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
12 Class of 1977 Reunion                                      REUNION 1977
15 Ignatian Guild Installation Mass & Reception 11 a.m.
16-17 Choral Concert, Bannan 7  p.m.
17 Father Harry V. Carlin Heritage Society Luncheon noon
18 Fathers’ Club Barbecue, Commons 5:30 p.m.
18 Faculty In-Service, no classes
21 Senior Day Off
22 Ignatian Guild Board Meeting 7:30 p.m.
23 Board of Trustees 4 p.m.
24 Transition Liturgy, Holy Name Church 8:30 a.m.
25 Awards Assembly 8:30 a.m.
 Class of 2007 Alumni Lunch 11 a.m.
28 Memorial Day Holiday
29-31 Final Exams 8:30 a.m.
31 Baccalaureate Mass, St. Mary’s Cathedral 7:30 p.m.

June
2 Graduation, St. Ignatius Church 10:30 a.m.
4 Fathers’ Club Installation Lunch 11:30 a.m.
8 All-Alumni Golf & Dinner, Commons 

The Fathers’ Club held its annual welcome back barbecue in Sep-
tember. Fathers of freshmen met veteran dads at this sold out event 
and heard a talk from incoming President Robert Walsh, S.J. Pictured 
above are Fathers’ Club volunteers who prepared the meal.

The Fathers’ Club sponsored its annual Father-Student Communion 
Breakfast in October. Pictured here are Fr. Walsh and Club President 
Paul Gaspari ’70 along with members of the board and their children.

FATHERS’ CLUB EVENTS
Prayer & Scrambled Eggs

Welcome Back BBQ
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Summer Stones
Story & Photo by Paul Totah
Editor, Genesis V

backpage

I’m too much the English teacher. I go 
on vacation, and I look for themes. 
It’s how I enjoy myself. Others want 

beaches and summer books. I want ideas 
and integration. It’s a problem, I know.
 Last July my family — my wife, Kathy, 
and our children, Lauren ’07 and Michael 
’10 — divided three weeks between Italy and 
England, celebrating World Cup mania in the 
one and West End musicals in the other.
 I began my theme hunt in the greatest 
theme park in the western world — Rome. 
If I couldn’t find meaning among the ruins 
here, then I’d best call it a day.
 In Rome we soon found ourselves in 
the only free museum in town — the Forum. 
Its finest attraction — and Rick Steves may 
disagree here — is a simple stone covered 
with wilted flowers and hid beneath a tin 
roof. On this spot, those who loved Julius 
Cesar cremated him, turning his ashes into 
empire. This spot became a fulcrum, with 
500 years of a grand republic descending on 
one end of a vast seesaw and, on the other, 
500 years of Roman dictatorship rising and 
then falling again, as empires often do.
 Amid the weathered arches, we saw 
icons of conquest. On one, a soldier holds 
a menorah, something he lifted from the 
temple during the Roman sack of Jerusalem. 
Carved on another arch, an emperor leads a 
prisoner in chains back to Rome to a life of 
slavery. Here was naked empire, advertising 
what empires are about — stealing treasure 
and manpower from wherever they can.
 The Romans were not alone in their 
lust for goodies. The Vandals and Vi-
sigoths, although lacking an empire, had 
their eyes on the prizes of Roman homes, 
temples, baths and treasuries, and came to 
claim their share of the loot.
 So far, I wasn’t too impressed with this 
theme. If I had to grade myself, I’d give this 
a pity B-. Empires rise and fall. No surprise 
here. I wanted something grander, original 
and beyond the obvious comparison be-
tween the Roman and American empires 
and our current quest for Middle East loot 
and overseas manpower (oh so cheap and oh 
so unburdened with workers’ rights).
 England helped my theme-quest a bit. 
We saw the same braggadocio in England 

as in Rome, where Windsor Castle and the 
British Museum held the trophies of the Brit-
ish Empire — everything from the facades 
of Grecian temples to a life-size statue of a 
golden tiger, captured from some king who 
dared stand up to Victoria’s military might.
 But I also heard other echoes between 
these two empires. In Rome and Assisi, I 
found churches with the same name — San-
ta Maria Sopra Minerva. Above temples to 
Minerva, the Roman goddess of medicine 
and healing (as well as warriors, poetry, 
wisdom, crafts and commerce), the early 
Christians built churches to Mary. Perhaps 
they saw in this great saint the same kind of 
healing powers Romans saw in Minerva.

 Later, in Bath, colonized by the Ro-
mans about �0 years before Mary’s jour-
ney to Bethlehem, I had a chance to look 
Minerva (at least a bronze mask of her) in 
the eye.
 Here, on the fringes of the nascent Ro-
man Empire, soldiers saw hot water steam-
ing from the ground and decided to build a 
grand bath. They also discovered that the 
locals worshipped a goddess named Sulis 
— a healer — and they built the Temple 
of Sulis Minerva, merging these two god-
desses as they sought health in the mineral 
waters rising from the underworld.
 The bronze head of a statue to Mi-
nerva (once gilded) now stares back at 
visitors at the museum built among the ru-
ins of the bath houses. I spent some time 
looking at this lovely face with its broad 

forehead and wreath-like hair. She had a 
beautiful serenity and made me feel calm 
and cool despite the evening heat.
 This heat plagued us our entire vaca-
tion. Rome had been over 100 degrees when 
we traipsed through the Forum, and England 
now burned under the hottest July day ever 
recorded. I had been reading Tim Flannery’s 
The Weather Makers about global warm-
ing, and on this day, BBC weathermen gave 
evidence that this was a sad reality.
 Themes began to form. At Bath, in the 
healing heat of the waters and the destruc-
tive heat in the air, I saw the crumbling 
edges not of one civilization but of all that 
we have built since people first hoisted one 
stone atop another.
 Here was collapse, but on a global 
scale. Flannery’s book frightened me so 
much that my wife asked me to stop talk-
ing about it. All my apocalyptic words, 
apparently, were putting a damper on our 
vacation. (I guess she had a point.)
 But Flannery ends with hope. He tells us 
what we need to do to heal our planet.
 I also found hope at one of the last 
places we visited on our vacation — 
Stonehenge — where about 5,000 years 
ago people drew circles on the earth and 
stacked stones to mark the spot where they 
felt something stirring below ground.
 I saw a tour guide hand metal dowsers to 
those in his group. Even the “ley line” skep-
tics were convinced when these rods began to 
swing and sway, drawn, I suppose, by mag-
netic lines that intersected on this one spot.
 I noticed that the boulders of Stone-
henge were rotting, falling victim to the 
entropy that affects not just living things, 
but all matter and all energy. Here, among 
its fallen columns and primitive arches, 
among the swirling currents of hot air and 
above lines of water and force, I heard the 
earth speak its theme, and I tried to listen 
as it asked for healing.
 What I discovered, finally, was not so 
much theme as prayer.
 Now, at home, I struggle with what to 
do to slow (if not stop) the heat from too 
much empire building, too much strug-
gling for loot, too much burning.
 Solutions exist. Perhaps I need to 
travel less (and stop burning jet fuel). I 
know the best thing I can do is to work 
to elect leaders who care not about em-
pire, power and loot, but about themes far 
greater, themes that will heal us all.




