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Paideia Students Win Regional Scholastic Awards
Fifty-eight Paideia high school and junior high students recently were awarded
gold and silver keys and honorable mentions by the regional 2021 Scholastic
Arts and Writing program. High school
students received 30 gold key awards and
The 2022 regional Scholastic
Award recipients in art are:
GOLD KEY AWARD
Eylim Alberto Garcia, photography
Sonia Alizadeh, jewelry
Miguel Alvarez Gamez, photography
Cassie Boulis, photography (2)
Esteban De Alba, photography
Elizabeth Doyle, photography
Ryan Eiler, photography
Ajanta Farrell, photography (2)
Bahiyyih Grant, photography
Lily Grill, photography (2)
Hales McKinley, photography
Audie Hobson, digital art
Alexandra James, jewelry
Kendall Kamerschen, photography
Luna McCauley, jewelry
Rowan Oxley, painting
Kolby Seefried, photography (3)
Jack Tope, photography
Ella Valk, photography
Noah Weimann, photography (2)
Heather Will, photography
Rainey Wise, photography (2)
Kenji Wu, photography

34 silver key awards for art and photography, and 32 honorable mentions. In writing, high school and junior high students
received five gold key awards, four silver
key awards, and 10 honorable mentions.
For the seventh straight year, Paideia stu-

SILVER KEY AWARD
Asha Ahn, photography (2)
Cameron Bjonness, digital art
Cassie Boulis, photography
Niko Carpenter, photography
Esteban De Alba, photography
Ajanta Farrell, photography (3)
Audrey Felske, digital art
McKinley Hales, photography
Kendall Kamerschen, photography
(2)
Trane Levine, photography
Lilly Margolis, jewelry
Caroline Pierce, comic art (2)
Sasha Robbins, photography
Maria Roque, jewelry
Phillip Salzinger, photography (3)
Isabel Seward, photography (2)
William Stone, photography (2)
Jack Tope, photography
Ella Valk, photography
Cooper West, jewelry
Heather Will, photography
Rainey Wise, photography (2), art
portfolio
HONORABLE MENTION
Asha Ahn, photography

dents received the highest number of gold
key awards in photography in Georgia.
The work of all gold key winners will
be judged, then national awards will be announced in March.
See some of the winners on pages 6-7.

Miguel Alvarez Gamez, photography
Selam Aman, photography
Dasha Borodovskaya, painting
Camy Brown, drawing and illustration, art portfolio
Maranda Bullard, photography, (2)
Emma Edge, jewelry (3)
Ajanta Farrell, photography(2)
Audrey Felske, drawing and illustration
Molly Fischbach, photography
Bahiyyih Grant, photography
William Hagan, photography
Ellery Hammerstrom, photography
Alexandra Huynh, drawing (2)
Jay Johnson, photography
Kendall Kamerschen, photography
(2)
Duncan Kelly, art portfolio
Kendall Kirkland, photography
Caroline Pierce, comic art
Madeline Reynolds, photography
Jack Tope, photography (2)
Ella Valk, photography
Noah Weimann, photography
Cooper West, photography
Heather Will, photography

Paideia@50 Capital Campaign
Raises $23 Million
This January, we safely and cautiously welcomed back our students and faculty and celebrated a milestone for Paideia@50: at $23 of
$25 million raised, we are in the capital campaign’s final phase. Thank you to the families,
friends, and parents who have supported this
effort. Your commitments make possible expansions and renovations of our existing facilities,

as well as a new junior high that will free up
space for all levels of the school. If you have
not yet made your pledge, now is the perfect
time. A Paideia family is matching all gifts
from current families, dollar-for-dollar up to
$500,000! Visit Paideia50.org or contact Claire
Hegarty at hegarty.claire@paideiaschool.org or
404-270-2337 to learn more.

The regional Scholastic
Award recipients in writing are:
GOLD KEY
Asha Ahn, critical essay
Cassie Boulis, critical essay, short
story (2)
Marshal DeWoskin, poetry
Madeleine Moon-Chun, flash fiction, poetry (2)
SILVER KEY
Cassie Boulis, short story
Claire Patterson, flash fiction
Margo Pierson, flash fiction
HONORABLE MENTION
Cassie Boulis, short story (2)
Eloise Miller, flash fiction, poetry
(2)
Madeleine Moon-Chun, flash fiction, poetry (2)
Margo Pierson, flash fiction
Silver Sage, flash fiction
Colin Thomas, poetry
Bodhi Verhaeghen, flash fiction

COMMUNITY

Students Immerse in Professions in Short Term Classes
The Professional Immersions program,
which is under the umbrella of the Paideia
Entrepreneurship Network, offered high
school students an array of opportunities
to connect with professionals, many of
them Paideia parents and alumni parents
in a broad range of fields during the January short term. Careers highlighted ranged
from medicine, engineering, non-profits,
film, sports marketing, architecture, restaurants, business consulting, supply chain
logistics, farming and urban planning, and
many others. The short term classes offered students exploration, deep dives, and
apprenticeships. Lisanne Hardin is the
director of the PEN and Professional Immersions program.
Comments from a few of the 41 student
participants in the short-term PEN experience are below.
Senior Amari Carpenter talked about
his experience exploring the field of
engineering, which he said he “knew
nothing about” before the Professional
Immersions experience. He appreciated
the insider viewpoint offered by Scott
Ellyson, founding partner and CEO at
East West Manufacturing. Amari said
additional exposure to electrical and aerospace engineering were helping solidify
his idea to be an engineer and helped give
him insight into where he’s going to go to
college.
Davis Hurt, a junior, also was in the
East West Engineering stream. He said
he had met eight times with his advisor
and was able to take other ideas and make
them his own.
Quinn Dyer, a 10th grader, also had
interactions with East West.

Sophomore Riley Cook, was interested in the career choices in health care,
specifically a psychologist. She, along
with Gia Ilardi, also a tenth grader, and
Maggie Bowen, a junior, met with Arefa
Cassoobhoy, chief medical editor at the
website Everyday Health, who gave them
an especially thorough Deep Dive session.
Arefa shared her own professional journey
from Emory Medical School to working as
a physician in public health internal medicine, then becoming a medical advisor at
Web MD for eight years, until her current
position at Everyday Health.
During a question and answer time, Gia
asked Arefa, “Is there such as thing as too
much information? Can it contribute to
hypochondria?” and so began a wide ranging conversation about being a source of
timely, critical health news.
Riley Cook said, “I really enjoyed talking with her about all the work she has
to done to effectively share info about
COVID-19 to the rest of the world.” Riley
also enjoyed a Zoom meeting she had with
Katie Werner, a psychologist, who she
said, “worked with students one on one.”
Maggie said, “It was really cool to chat
with Dr. Cassoobhoy about public health
and her fascinating job as chief medical editor working with medicine in the
media…she also told us that networking
is critical for careers and that we could
always contact her in the future.”
Sophomore Carolina Hardin chose to
focus on interior design and architecture
and was enlightened by John Bencich,
architect and principal at Square Feet
Studio, about the process of collaboration.
She said, “There seems to be a big division

Paideia Students Perform in
GMEA District Honor Band
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between interior design and architecture,
but we learned that they both work to
manage contractors and have more control
over projects. Someone in this job checks
in with clients all the time and it takes a
really long time to do a project. There can
be last minute changes and there are a million decisions that have to be made in a
project.”
Giovanni Silvestri, a tenth grader, met
with film industry experts, including Tom
Cabello from Crazy Legs. “Before, I was
interested but didn’t know much about
it. He gave us an idea of what a real job
would be, and how development is so important. That deals with how much is done
before a project is done before a project is
ever produced.” He said he hopes to get
some kind of internship over the summer
in this field.
Junior Asha Ahn said she enjoys development and design and graphics, but when
she met with J. Miller Tobin of 4AM
Films, Inc. who has a lot of experience
on Netflix productions including “Gossip
Girl”, and also projects for HBO, she began to understand what a hard process it is
to make technically exciting moments on
film happen. “A lot goes into a 10-minute
clip,” she said.
Even the fact that participants had to
work on making their own zoom meetings
technically effective (when necessary)
added to the overall experience, said innovative teaching specialist Lacey Andersen, who assisted in the PEN Professional
Immersion short term experience.
To learn more about the program see
pen.paideiaschool.org

Six high school students, Garrett Brand, Calliope Cutchins,
Andrew Guthrie, Charlie Collins, Sahil Gandhi, and Raja
Hofmeister performed at the GMEA District Honor Band on Feb. 5.

COMMUNITY

Meet Eddy Hernandez
Eddy Hernandez is the assistant principal in the junior high.
Born and raised in Miami, he came
to Paideia in 1995. This is his 27th year.
While he joined Paideia as a modern
language teacher, he has worked as an
administrator in several areas. He was assistant dean of studies in the high school
and worked with diversity, equity and
inclusion in the high school where he cochaired the high school faculty diversity
committee with Nisha Simama, Paideia
multicultural coordinator and former high
school counselor. Away from work, he is
avid reader and movie and TV watcher.
Not surprisingly he particularly enjoys
foreign movies. Last summer, Eddy and
his partner Clint were married. Their honeymoon was cut short due to the fact that
Clint now heads CDC operations in South
Africa for the next two years.
What led you to become a
teacher?

I always loved the idea of teaching. As a
boy I would play with a chalk board to
teach my stuffed animals about cells and
the nucleus.
I fell in love with French when I began
learning it in seventh grade. By the time I
was in undergrad at the University of Florida, I knew I wanted to teach language.
At Paideia, I loved the fact in the first
two years [of high school language instruction], the focus is on learning the
language and that the upper levels teachers
can create their own courses.
You have worked extensively with
DEI at Paideia. Why?

Race Day and Gender Day are invaluable. The days serve as models for other
schools. I know that calling it a “Day of”
seems superficial to some, but having a
day devoted to them shows we value these
issues and that we believe it is important
to have these conversations. The work

around the days begins
long before the actual
event and continues all
year round. We were one
of the first schools in the
metro area to have such
days.
Students are involved
in organizing the day.
Being involved with the
planning has been a great
tool to teach students
about leadership. The
most recent Race and
Gender Days have had a more formalized
student role.
How does Paideia meet the needs
of the diverse needs of students?

The first step is creating spaces and we
have never hesitated to create space for
different needs. We are still learning and
evolving as we see needs. We are willing

to change how we do
things to meet those
needs.
In the junior high, we
created more space and
time to continue having these conversations
around diversity, equity
and inclusion.
What are some of
the ways junior
high differs from
the high school?

The energy in junior high is fast paced.
During the two years of seventh and
eighth grades, the students change a lot
and grow quickly. There’s a lot going on.
My goal is to make Paideia junior high a
fantastic experience for our students.
What are three words that
describe you?

Patient. Kind. Calm.

Junior High
Transition Day
The class of 2026 recently
visited the high school on Transition Day as they look ahead
to high school next year. The
students had a tour, listened
to presentations about life in
high school and talked with
previous classmates now in
high school. Overall, students
say they are looking forward
to starting their freshman
year at Paideia soon. Senior
Anoosha Tejani created a
poster describing the day.
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BPO Hosts MLK Day Service Activity Student-Run Production
The Black Parent Organization hosted a Martin Luther King
Raises Money for Auction
Day service event where students assembled hygiene kits to
and Financial Aid
be distributed to homeless shelters. Items for the kits were donated by parents. High school students who took a short term
course on youth-led movements and civic involvement taught
by DEI director Oman Frame and BPO chair Keri Hill set up
product stations with items including soap, toothpaste, lotion,
deodorant, shampoo, and washcloths. Students in Becca, David,
and April’s elementary class assembled the kits.

The seventh graders in Tom and Kendall’s junior high class
performed an adaptation of “Animal Farm” written and directed
by Rachel Morrison, a seventh-grade student in their class for
their annual auction project. The play performances
raised several hundred
dollars for financial aid at
Paideia.
There were two
performances in the
black box theater, one
for parents, siblings, and
another performance
for their eighth grade
classmates and others.

Mock Trial Team Wins Georgia Bar
Regional Championship

Ultimate Teams Play Well in First
Tournament in Two Years

Paideia’s high school Mock Trial team won the school’s firstever Georgia Bar Regional Championship. The team now moves
on to the Districts competition’ for the fourth year in a row.
Maisey Brown, Kaiya Ciho, Rohan Chanani, Catherine Dwyer, and Victoria Ellis won Outstanding Attorney Awards. Evie
Babcock, Darby Close, Ryan Eiler, Brooks Howard, and Megan Walter won Outstanding Witness Awards.

The Paideia high school ultimate teams had a great run at the
River Campus Classic Feb. 19-20 in Nashville, Tenn. It was the
first tournament in over two years.
The girls’ varsity team won the tournament, outscoring opponents 48-2. The JV girls came in third, winning an exciting bronze
medal match on double-game point.
The varsity boys’ team went 3-0 to win their pool on Saturday,
then placed second after a tough match against the No. 1 seed
RECA out of Knoxville, Tenn., 9-6.
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COMMUNITY
Robotics Teams
Compete at State
Tournament
Four high school robotics teams
competed in the Vex Robotics Competition state championship tournament in
mid-February. Team 3142W, Sebastian
Elwood, Andre Nahai, Jason Bariteau,
Finnley Sinnaeve, and Roman Karamesic-Kelley, was the first Paideia ninth-grade
team to qualify for state. Teams 3142B,
Wilson McConaughey, Page Fales, and
Alex Liu, and 3142Y, Brendan Brown,
Nicholas Fuenzalida, Felix Graves, and
Quinn Dyer, made it to the quarter-finals,
farther than any Paideia team has ever
made it in the state tournament. Team

3142P, Kenan Orlovic, Alex Crowley,
and Rohan Chanani, made it to the
quarter-finals and also placed fourth the in
the Robot Skills competition, which quali-

Junior High Students Raise Money
for Georgia Innocence Project
Through the involvement of the Junior High Student Council and our student Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Team, both
facilitated by school counselor and science teacher Che Calix,
$158. was contributed to the Georgia Innocence Project. Students
conducted a bake sale and sold hot chocolate during lunch period.
When informed of the important work done by the Georgia
Innocence Project, students exhibited interest, energy and
enthusiasm to make a contribution.

fied the team for the World Championship!
They are the first Paideia team in nine
years to qualify for Worlds, which will
take place in Dallas in May.

Academic Bowl Teams Advance to
National Championships
Paideia Academic Bowl Teams have qualified for the Small
School National Championship Tournament and the National
High School Championship. Two teams qualified for the Small
School National Championship in April in Chicago. One team will
compete in the High School National Championship in Atlanta in
in May. Paideia finished first in Division 5 of the Georgia Academic Bowl Team Association Regional tournament on January 29.

Senior Night for Basketball and Swim Teams

Seniors who played basketball and who were on the swim team were honored at Senior Night on Feb. 10 between the varsity girls’
and boys’ games. Pictured are those Seniors with family members.
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COMMUNITY
Some of the Scholastic Arts and Writing Award-winning works by Paideia students
Grandpa’s Kayak, Ryan Eiler
Hummingbird, Kolby Seefried

Miguel Alvarez Gamez
A Snow Day in the Sand, Bahiyyih Grant
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ALUMNI NEWS
Ephemeral Beauty

•

Carrie Cantwell ’92 is pleased to announce that her book Daddy Issues: A
Memoir has just been published! It was chosen by Amazon as the No.1 new
release in mental health books. It’s about growing up with a bipolar dad who
she lost to suicide, and how her own bipolar diagnosis helped her forgive him.

•

Joe White ’02 writes, “I am a musician, sound engineer and writer in NYC,
and I just released an album of my radio opera “The Wagging Craze.” I look
forward to performing the work at the Prague Fringe Festival in May of 2022
(COVID willing.) During 2020, I was excited to collaborate with my partner,
Gelsey Bell on two sound walks - “Cairns,” which was named one of the New
York Times’ “Best of 2020” and “Meander,” which was commissioned by The
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. I’m currently commissioned to write an opera for
New Music ensemble, ThingNY, and an additional electronic piece for the
duo, Popebama.”

•

Jon Mitchell ’05 writes: After a 10-year West Coast sojourn, my family and I
moved back home in summer 2020 and have set up shop in Decatur. I am correspondence and publishing manager for the Office of United States Senator
Jon Ossoff ’05. I am a lay initiate at the Atlanta Soto Zen Center. My wife,
Rabbi Ariel Root Wolpe, is the founder of Ma’alot, a spiritual community for
Atlanta-area Jews seeking radically welcoming, nature-grounded gatherings
and rituals. Our daughters Oriah (3) and Lyla (1) might be prospective Paideians before too long.

•

Isabel Harrison ’12 is pursuing a master of environmental management
degree at Yale School of the Environment, where she most recently had the
opportunity to visit the first offshore wind farm in the U.S. Additionally, she
was a lead author on a published report focused on moving past fossil fuels in
the industrial sector, which was covered in Bloomberg.

•

Jacobi Copeland ’19 attends the Savannah College of Art and Design in
Atlanta, Ga. He is currently pursuing a degree in Film and Television.

By Madeleine Moon-Chun
in the mountains up north
fall glows golden
then orange
like drops of fire
salmon migrate
from rivers to the sea
their flanks red—
like the color of blood
brushed with silver
winter, too, harbors many wonders
rivers swell with blocks of ice
and tree branches bend
with the weight of snow
then spring comes
on the warming wind
that carries far with cries
of courting creatures
slate-gray streams froth
with the intake
of melting snow
ice sculptures remain
as thin and clear
as a looking glass
by summer
the mountains reach their prime
brooks bubble over
as if to call forth attention to themselves
the foothills
dotted with small purple flowers
hang on delicate stems
like teacups

Compiled by Sadie Burbank ‘08,
Director of Alumni Relations

Alumni Reunion in D.C.
Friday, March 25, 7-9 p.m. The Admiral, 1 Dupont Cir NW

Mark your calendars for a special Alumni Reunion in D.C.! Come out to reminisce on all things Paideia and reunite with Paul B, John Capute and Joseph
Cullen. We will additionally be hosting a playdate in Mitchell Park on Saturday,
March 26 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. Please send RSVP to alumni@paideiaschool.org.

50 Days Senior Luncheon  
Thursday, March 31, 12:40-1:35 p.m., Campus Green

Mini Meltdown, Eylim Alberto Garcia

Led by the Senior Planning Group and the Office of Alumni Relations, the Class
of 2022 will celebrate 50 Days Until Graduation with Taqueria Del Sol, plenty of
cake and a baby photo contest! Senior Gift marks a Paideia tradition that creates
a lasting legacy for each graduating class in addition to supporting financial aid.
We’ve set a goal of 100 percent participation from senior class families and we
encourage you to bring your contribution on Thursday, March 31.
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THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL
1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30307
THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL is nonsectarian, serving families
with children ages three through 18. Paideia does not dis-

criminate in employment or in admissions. It actively seeks
racial, cultural, and economic diversity in its student body.
The ancient Greek word Paideia conveys the concept of a
child’s total education: intellectual, artistic, and social.

The Paideia School Newsletter is published 10 times a year.
The deadline for the newsletter is the 1st of the preceding

month. Send all correspondence to Jennifer Hill, Editor, at
Paideia School, 1509 Ponce de Leon Avenue, Atlanta, GA
30307. Phone number is 404/377-3491, ext. 339; e-mail

address is hill.jennifer@paideiaschool.org. For informa-

tion about sports schedules and upcoming events visit our
web site at www.paideiaschool.org

“Into the Woods”
The high school musical, “Into the Woods” played to enthusiastic audiences happy to see live performances once again.
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