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iGCSE ESL
Interna onal GCSE in English as a Second
Language
Cambridge Interna onal Examina ons (CIE)
Descrip on
Why choose Cambridge IGCSE, English as a Second Language?
IGCSE, English as a Second Language, is an addi onal English qualiﬁca on
for more able EAL students. It is suitable for students who already have a
reasonable founda on in English. It is language based and reinforces the
GCSE English course. In Year 10 it focuses on components being covered in
GCSE English. For example, diﬀerent wri ng genres are developed and the
examina on rubric and ques on types are studied. Other areas targeted
include: grammar, idioma c language and vocabulary enrichment. In Year
11 the func onal skills needed to answer the IGCSE examina on are taught
and include note making, summary wri ng, form ﬁlling, listening, reading
and wri ng. There are three papers: Reading, Wri ng and Speaking &
Listening at two levels: core and extended.
Overall, the course allows students to gain lifelong skills and knowledge,
including:

be er communica ve ability in English

improved ability to understand English in a range of everyday
situa ons and in a variety of social registers and styles

greater awareness of the nature of language and language‐learning
skills

wider interna onal perspec ve.
Assessment
The course is assessed by Cambridge Interna onal Examina ons (CIE). It is a
linear course which does not require coursework or controlled
assessments. The content is based on current aﬀairs which aim to develop
a cri cal mind through the medium of English. No knowledge of English
literature is required for this course. There are two ers – core (grades 1‐5)
or extended (grades 3‐9).
Progression
Entry to this examina on gives EAL students the opportunity to gain an
addi onal English language qualiﬁca on, while at the same me reinforce
their work in GCSE English.
A 4/5 grade or above is accepted as a GCSE grade and as an entry
requirement by most universi es in the UK, as proof of academic ability in
English.

Work Hard : Be Nice : No Excuses

