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Hi! 

Our next session involves a SPEED ROUND of tips for moving towards a decision for your post Eastlake plan.
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And we’re going to start with the number 77.

In 77 days, near the end of ‘April, the Class of 2022 will gather in the gym during Wolf Time to celebrate one of the first big decisions you’ve made in your life, that is what direction you will head after high school.


We call this Destination Day—and  whether it’s apprenticeship, military, gap year, college, or something else, we have a few things for you to think about as you move towards that decision.
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Beginning with thinking again about YOUR values, YOUR requirements, and YOUR needs with the emphasis on YOUR

Because…


BLAZE YOUR OWN
TRAIL IN LIFE.
MAKE YOUR OWN
CHOICES AND
MAKE YOUR OWN
MISTAKES. IT'S
THE ONLY WAY
YOU'LL FIND YOUR
OW N HAPPINESS,
NOT SOMEONE
ELSE'S

AUTHOR M. LEIGHTON
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What’s good for your future and the person sitting next to you or behind you will often be different going forward.

Your Eastlake friends have played an important role in shaping you into the person you are today.

But it’s time to blaze your own unique trail and make your own choices.
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If you’re heading to college, you may be choosing between a few offers of admission. Congratulations! It’s time for some final research.

Take advantage of spring admitted student days to visit campus. No longer are you trying to impress the school and get admitted.  You are in now. The college wants you. You get to be the selective one. So get to campus and test drive life as a student.

If you haven’t already, add final schools to your social media feeds like Instagram. Follow for a month. It won’t take long to see if the school feels like you?

Dive into Unigo and Niche student reviews as part of your final research. These sites contain thousands of real students giving real feedback about life on campus.
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Students respond to questions about the good, bad, and ugly about their schools

Their answers will give you some items to look into beyond whether a school offers your major or a study abroad program.

We want you to especially scrutinize the things students find most frustrating


What are students saying?

Unigo Reviews of a popular school

“Class availability can be a nightmare here”

“The housing system..1s simply running
out ofroom”

“It takes a lot of perseverance and motivation to
get out ofbed and walk a mile and a halfn the
snow to getto a 9 am lecture.”
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We jotted down a few comments from popular schools that will remain nameless

Class availability can be a nightmare here
The housing system is running out of room
It takes a lot of perseverance and motivation to get out of bed and walk a mile and a half in snow to get to a 9 am lecture.

Take all of the good, bad and ugly into account as you’re making that final choice.




THINGS * Can Iget mymajor?

* Ease of getting classes
* 4-year grad rate
* Mandatory classes

e AP/other credit
e Freshman retention

* Housing guarantees
* Social Fit
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Here are some things that students should probably research a little more than they think:

The first 3 go hand in hand. Will you be able to study what you want to study? You want to make sure that enough students are in your major to necessitate key courses being offered regularly, but not so many that it’s hard to get into required classes. If a major is overcrowded, it can easily take you more than 4 years to graduate.

Mandatory Classes—Now’s the time to layout the flowchart of courses required to graduate at each school you’re deciding between. We’ve worked with students who were surprised to see that Colorado School of Mines and Case Western have 1-2 year physical education requirements. Don’t be surprised, do your research!

How much of your AP and other credit will transfer and how much will count towards your degree requirements? It’s not uncommon for the answer to range between all of your credit to none of your credit.

How many freshman come back for their sophomore year which can be an indicator of how happy and supported freshman students feel.

How many years of housing are guaranteed before you have to strike out on your own?

Finally, Social Fit—If you’re not happy with the drugs, alcohol, Greek, political and other scenes outside of the classroom—we don’t care how awesome the school is for your major--you will probably be miserable
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On the topic of money

Obviously, file your FAFSA. Even if you think you won’t qualify, if circumstances change, financial aid office will be much more prepared to help you.

Compare costs using an award letter comparison tool so you can see apples to apples with tuition, scholarships, and loans for every school. 

Estimate expenses such as transportation and Greek fees. How will you get from Seattle to Pullman, Boise or LA or wherever? What are the typical sorority dues and incidentals (spoiler alert—they can run into the thousands)

Finally, pay attention to the requirements to keep any scholarship awards. Often this will involve a certain GPA. “How many first year students accept this scholarship – and how many fourth-year students still have it?”
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A few of you may have been deferred or may end up on a wait list. 

We want you to:

Find out exactly what’s required and express interest—schools will usually spell out if an additional essay or update is required or recommended.

Most schools do not have a rank ordered wait list and will often be plugging in students into major slots as their offers to other students are declined. You want the school to feel confident that you are a fantastic fit for that open major slot so frame any activity or essay updates with that in mind.

Finally, be realistic about your odds of getting off the waitlist. Schools publish the number of students they take off the waitlist through their Common Data Set. So you’ll be able to see that a school like UC Berekley admitted 1600 students off their wait list but San Diego State—a similarly sized school—took just 300.
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We call this next slide no senioritis or HOW TO STAY ADMITTED

Let’s start off by saying that colleges are never looking for reasons to rescind your admission. Literally the last thing they want to do is have to tell you that you are no longer a welcome part of their upcoming fall class…

but they can and will revoke admissions.

The most common reasons colleges have to pull the plug:

Major changes in schedule or drop in grades--The schedule and grades you applied with are the ones they expect you to finish with.

Making poor choices at new student orientation or on social media

Dishonesty on the application particularly with schools where you self-reported course, grades or test scores during the admission phase
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After you’ve made your decision, 

Remember that you can place a deposit at only one university.

make sure to follow-through and let your no’s know so they can release your spot and any scholarship awards to other students.




COMMUNITY/ TECH MILITARY

* Apply

 FAFSA

e Placement

* New student
orientation

* Register

APPRENTICESHIP GAP YEAR/ WORK

 Find resources on Teams
* Investigate deferral
policies

* Many jobs offer tuition

benefits.
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Here are a few tips for additional pathways:

2-year college
Over 40% of students in the state of Washington start at a 2-year college, knocking out general requirements at great prices, with over half transferring to 4-year college.
Apply, file the FAFSA, take any necessary placement tests, attend new student orientation and an advising session to help pick your classes.

Military
We have branch contacts on the College & Career Team and recent Live Wednesday recordings with the military.
Excellent opportunity to serve your country, learn skills, earn a paycheck as well as money towards future education.
The ASVAB is required for enlistment and will be given at Eastlake on April 27th.

Apprenticeships
Combine hands on learning with classroom instruction. College and Career Center Teams page and the Department of Labor and Industry are your go-to resources. This can be a very lucrative career path for students who want to earn as they learn.

Gap Year/Work
The College and Career Center Teams page has abundant resources for both structured gap year experiences and good jobs for students 18+ who are taking some time to earn money before pursuing additional education or training.



THANK

YOU

CLASS OF 2022,
WE LOVE YOU!
# WSPS
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Thank you for listening to this speed round of tips

If you need support over these next 90 days, find resources on the College and Career Team, reach out to your Counselor or Mrs. McGuigan.

Thank you, Class of 2022, we love you and can’t wait to see where you land.
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