What is Transitional Kindergarten?

Transitional kindergarten is a bridge between
preschool and kindergarten for children turning
5 years old between September 2 and
February 2nd for the 22-23 school year. It
gives young learners a head start and
provides them with an opportunity to learn and
grow in an environment that is tailored to meet
their academic and social needs.

Transitional Kindergarten:

e |[s part of the California
Universal Pre-K program
and is free to all age-eligible
students.

e Uses Preschool Learning
Foundations and
foundational literacy and
math curriculum to ensure
Kindergarten Readiness.

¢ |s taught by credentialed
teachers with extra Early
Childhood Education
training.
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What Happens in a

Transitional Kindergarten
Classroom?

In Transitional Kindergarten, teachers help children
develop social skills through activities that build
confidence and communication. They also expose
children to reading and math in an exciting,
interactive way by using educational games to
teach children about words and sentences and help
them wunderstand mathematical concepts like
counting and patterns.

Program Overview

Curriculum: Includes early literacy learning
skills, language development, and
mathematical concepts

SocialfEmotional Development: Attention is
given to supporting the child's self-expression,
self-worth, and capabilities

Shared activities: They participate in all
kindergarten activities such as assemblies,
field trips, and celebrations throughout the
year

Learning environment: They learn by
warking with the teacher in small and large
groups and also have opportunities for
independent exploration

Follows the district calendar and the
school's schedule for their kindergarten
classes (varies from site to site)

Children are automatically enrolled in

kindergarten at their home school the year
following TK

Starting school is a very exciting time for children
and their families! It begins a new chapter in their
lives and sets the tone for children's future. But
California’s kindergarten standards and curriculum
have changed over the years, and many of the skills
children were once taught in first grade are now
expected in kindergarten. This can make the
transition into kindergarten difficult for some
children, and the youngest children entering the
kindergarten classroom often struggle to adjust.

TK gives children an opportunity to develop the
social and academic skills and the confidence that
will help them succeed in kindergarten and beyond.

California law states when children can begin
Kindergarten. Date of 5th birthday must be on or
before September 1st to enroll in Kindergarten.

If the 5th birthday is between Sept. 2nd and Feb.
2nd they qualify for TK in the 2022-2023 school
year. Students must be fully toilet trained to enroll.

"The daily activity centers keep the children
engaged and excited about learning. The teacher is
phenomenal. She is warm, gentle, and has a
passion for learning. The children adore her. This
program is well-rounded with academics and fun.
It will provide your child a thorough understanding
of the basics and much more.”

-lulie Fraess, Parent




“We love the (two-year kindergarten) program. The

teacher provides a positive and nurturing
environment in which the students can learn. Plus
there is a good balance between academics, art,

singing, and play.. we highly recommend this
program..” - Erika Nichol, Parent

Why is Transitional Kindergarten

Good for Kids?

Transitional Kindergarten provides children with an
opportunity to learn in an enriching and academically
challenging environment that nurtures their growth,
Research shows that children who attend
kindergarten readiness programs like transitional
kindergarten are more likely to do well in school and
attend college.

Parents all over California recognize the benefits of
Transitional Kindergarten, and many parents have
already been enrolling their children in similar
programs, public and private, for years. Offering
Transitional Kindergarten will help all of our children
get the best start possible, with curriculum that is
designed just for them.

TK EXPANDED ELIGIBILITY TIMELINE

Turns 5 between
Sept 2 and June 2

2and Feb2

Turns 5 between Sept

Turns 5 between Sept

Turns 5 between Sept

Turns 4 by Sept 1

2 and April 2

2 and Dec 2 (no
change)

Transitional

KINDERGARTEN

A strong start for young learners

For more information
on registration,
enrollment, and

FAQ's for TK go to:
www.ogsd.net

How Can | Learn More?
Educational Services Division
408-227-8300

Teresa Flores, x100267

tflores@ogsd.net
Jenay Enna, x100270

jenna@ogsd.net






