CHILD FIND

It is the policy of Envision Science Academy that all students with disabilities, regardless of the
severity of their disability, who are in need of special education and related services, are identi-

fied, located, and evaluated. This responsibility is required by a Federal law called the Individu-
als with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004.

Multi-Tiered System of Supports and Referral Process

Envision Science Academy staff regularly assesses the current achievement and performance of
the students, designs school-based interventions, and assesses the effectiveness of interventions.
The screening of a student by a teacher or specialist to determine appropriate instructional strate-
gies for curriculum implementation is not to be considered an evaluation for eligibility for spe-
cial education and related services. If a concern can be addressed without special education ser-
vices, or if the concern is the result of limited English proficiency or the lack of appropriate in-
struction, a recommendation may be made for interventions other than a multi-disciplinary team
evaluation. Parents have the right to request a multidisciplinary team evaluation at any time, re-
gardless of the outcome of the screening process. Moreover, pre-referral intervention activities
may not serve as a bar to the right of a parent to request an evaluation, at any time, including
prior to or during the conduct of pre-referral intervention activities.

What Parents Can Do If They Think Their Child May Qualify for Special Education

Parents who think their child is eligible for special education may request, at any time, that the
school conduct a multi-disciplinary evaluation. Some potential signs of a student having a quali-
fying disability include experiencing years of difficulties in reading, writing or solving math
problems, difficulties focusing and concentrating on schoolwork, difficulties sitting still in the
classroom, and difficulties controlling emotions (such as anxiety and depression) and/or behav-
iors. Requests for a multidisciplinary evaluation must be made in writing to the student’s
teacher(s), Exceptional Children’s Director, Exceptional Children’s teacher(s), Principal, Assis-
tant Principal, or any Envision Science Academy faculty. If a parent makes an oral request for a
multi-disciplinary evaluation, the school shall provide the parent with assistance in putting their
request in writing.

Evaluation

Whenever a student is referred for a multi-disciplinary team evaluation, Envision Science Acad-
emy must obtain written consent from a parent before the evaluation can be conducted. Parental
consent for an evaluation shall not be construed as consent for their child to receive special edu-
cation and/or related services. Under IDEIA 2004, an evaluation involves the use of a variety of
assessment tools and strategies to gather relevant functional, developmental, and academic infor-
mation about the child, including information provided by the parent that may assist in determin-
ing whether the child is a child with a disability and assist in determining the content of the
child's IEP. This process is conducted by a Multidisciplinary Team which includes a teacher,
other qualified professionals who work with the child, the parents and other members as required
by law. The multi-disciplinary team evaluation process must be conducted in accordance with



specific timelines. The results of the multi-disciplinary evaluation are written in a report called
an Evaluation Report. This report makes recommendations about a student's eligibility for spe-
cial education based on the presence of a disability and the need for specially designed instruc-
tion. If the student’s Multidisciplinary Team determines that the student is eligible for special ed-
ucation and related services, then a detailed plan for supporting the student in his/her area(s) of
need over the coming year is written. This plan is called an Individualized Education Plan or IEP
and is written so that the child can be successful in school—and then later in life.

Programs and Services for Children with Disabilities

Envision Science Academy, in conjunction with the parents, determines the type and intensity of
special education and related services that a particular child needs based exclusively on the
unique program of special education and related services that the school develops for that child.
This program is called an Individualized Education Plan—the IEP—and is different for each stu-
dent. An IEP Team consists of educators, parents, and other persons with special expertise or fa-
miliarity with the child. The participants in the IEP Team are dictated by IDEIA 2004. The par-
ents of the child have the right to be notified of and to be offered participation in all meetings of
their child's IEP Team. The IEP is revised as often as circumstances warrant but reviewed at least
annually. The law requires that the program and placement of the child, as described in the IEP,
be reasonably calculated to ensure meaningful educational benefit to the student. [EPs generally
contain: (1) a statement of present levels of academic achievement and functional performance;
(2) a statement of measurable annual goals established for the child; (3) a statement of how the
child's progress toward meeting the annual goals will be measured and when periodic reports will
be provided; (4) a statement of the special education and related services and supplementary aids
and services and a statement of the program modifications or supports for school personnel that
will be provided, if any; (5) an explanation of the extent, if any, to which the child will not par-
ticipate with nondisabled children in the regular class and in activities; (6) a statement of any in-
dividual appropriate accommodations that are necessary to measure the academic achievement
and functional performance of the child on State and school assessments; and (7) the projected
date for the beginning of the services and modifications and the anticipated frequency, location
and duration of those services or modifications. Special education services are provided accord-
ing to the educational needs of the child, not the category of disability. Related services are de-
signed to enable the child to participate in or access his or her program of special education. Ex-
amples of related services that a child may require include but are not limited to: speech and lan-
guage therapy, transportation, occupational therapy, physical therapy, school nursing services,
audiologist services, counseling, or training. Related services, including psychological counsel-
ing, are provided at no cost to parents. Envision Science Academy ensures that children with dis-
abilities are educated to the maximum extent possible in the regular education environment or
"least restrictive environment". To the maximum extent appropriate, students with disabilities are
educated with students who are not disabled. Special classes, separate schooling or other removal
of students with disabilities from the general educational environment occurs only when the na-
ture or severity of the disability is such that education in general education classes, even with the
use of supplementary aids and services, cannot be achieved satisfactorily.



Services for Protected Students with Disabilities, Other Than Special Education Services
Under Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973

Some school age children with disabilities who do not meet the eligibility criteria outlined above
might nevertheless be eligible for special protections and for adaptations and accommodations in
instruction, facilities, and activities. Children are entitled to such protections, adaptations, and
accommodations if they have a mental or physical disability that substantially limits or prohibits
participation in or access to an aspect of the school program and otherwise qualify under the ap-
plicable laws. Envision Science Academy must ensure that students identified with a disability
have equal opportunity to participate in the school program and activities to the maximum extent
appropriate for each individual student. In compliance with applicable state and federal laws, En-
vision Science Academy provides to each qualifying student with a disability without discrimina-
tion or cost to the student or family, those related aids, services or accommodations which are
needed to provide equal opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school pro-
gram and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate to the student's abilities
and to the extent required by these laws.



