
 

 

School Wellness Policy:  Farm to School 
            

 

 

As part of the Johnson County’s School Nutrition Program, the district Wellness Program will encompass the 

“Farm to School” initiative promoted by the USDA and the GA Department of Agriculture.  

 

Background: 

Farm to School programs ensure that students have more locally grown foods in their school meal and 

snack programs. Farm to School establishes connections between schools and local farms to purchase 

more local produce, improve student nutrition, and promote eating fruits and vegetables. Farm to School 

programs support local and regional farmers and the local economy by working with local distributors and 

farmers to purchase locally grown foods.   

 

As part of our Farm to School initiative, Johnson County Schools will: 

● Focus on GADOE/GASNP 20/20 Initiative to ensure that 20% of each food component offered at 

meal time is Georgia Grown every day. 

● Offer student “taste testing” of GA Grown items. 

● Utilize school nutrition program and CTAE/Agriculture Education programs to give students an 

opportunity to plant, harvest, prepare and eat the foods grown at school.  

● CTAE/Agriculture Education will use the Farm to School program to promote awareness of how food 

choices affect our health, communities, and environment.  

● Market GA Grown food items on the serving line. 

● Advertise GA Grown food items during morning announcements as possible. 

● Serve GA Grown food items at peak ripeness and peak flavor season. 

● Serve GA Grown food items at correct temperature for optimal flavor and safety. 

● Offer farm tours to students, as permitted.  

● School Nutrition staff will participate in ongoing training from DOE and Department of Agriculture, and 

other programs. 

 

 

 In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and    policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in 

or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 

sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted 

or funded by USDA.    

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. 

Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) 

where they applied for benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may 

contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may 

be made available in languages other than English. 

 



To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, 
(AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to 
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 
complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  
 
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

         Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  
         1400 Independence Avenue, SW  
         Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;  
 

(2)  fax: (202) 690-7442; or  
 

(3)  email: program.intake@usda.gov. 
 
This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 
 

 

 

http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html

