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Visit from Schools Minister
Baroness Diana Barran

Apologies for my terrible
pose in the photo above but
congratulations to everyone
involved in hosting the visit
of Schools Minister Diane
Barren and officials from the
Department for Education.
This visit was to celebrate the
school being awarded funding
for the new school build
project. We were due to host
Education Secretary Nadeem
Zahawi, however he
contracted COVID prior to the
visit.
This visit was one of many
achievements over the last 7
weeks despite the ongoing
challenges of COVID. There
have been regular sporting
fixtures with wonderful articles
from our PE staff published on

year blogs, numerous visitors
into school and numerous
visits out of school; many of
which are highlighted in this
letter. I am also particularly
pleased about the quality of
the displays in our entrance
foyer. This area reflects our
focus of the week which this
term has ranged from
Holocaust Memorial activities,
Children’s Mental Health week
to the LGBTQ+ month. These
activities bring a vibrancy and
energy to the school that
ensures that our students are
not only learning in lessons
but also learning thorough the
activities and environment
which is all around them.
As usual many of our students
have excelled this half term;
as a group I feel that Year 11
students have shown an
exceptional attitude to
learning, particularly during
their recent PPE
examinations. On an individual
level two students deserve a
mention for their personal
efforts to support charity, Will
Scott in the sixth form for
raising over £1000 so far for
Dementia UK and Lyra May
(Year 7) for having her long

hair cut off, donating it to the
Princess Trust and raising
over £200 pounds for this
charity. Well done both!
Finally thank you all for an
amazing half term and for
making Southam College such
a great place to work.
Have a lovely half term.
Mr Samra
February New School
update
Work on the the new school
continues unabated.
Classrooms for the The Hive
block are being prepared for
students to move into after
Easter, and staff are busy
identifying which items they
will take with them from the
History, Geography and
Modern Foreign Languages
block. This will be like a'house
move' but on a slightly larger
scale.
Our Senior team have also
met with BAM construction to
establish new walking routes
around the school as
demolition begins after Easter
on these blocks.
Exciting times!!!
2

Southam College were proud to commemorate
Holocaust memorial this year through the Echo
Eternal charity. The Echo Eternal charity promotes an
engaging programme inspired by Holocaust survivor
testimony to highlight respect and understanding
between different communities. Southam College
departments created inspiring lessons for Year 9
students to explore our survivor’s testimony through
their subject. It was fantastic to see Year 9 engaged in
such a sensitive topic but at the same time expressing
this through creative and thought-provoking ways. For
example, in Philosophy and Ethics, students created
pledges in response to acting now and in the future in
order that events like the Holocaust never happen
again. In Science, Year 9
looked through scientific
investigation at how racism
has developed. In Food
Te c h n o l o g y , s t u d e n t s
explored the culture of our
survivor’s testimony, creating
the local dish, Goulash. In
Textiles, students are creating
their own patchworks to take
part in the Echo Eternal, ‘The
Great Sew’ which will be shared on
Monday 24th January.
Thank you to all departments for
supporting our Echo Eternal
campaign day, 2022!

Art students design graphics for food hub
Year 13 art students have had the fantastic
privilege of designing the new graphics for
Southam College’s latest food hub. Inspired by
their own artwork and the desire to create a
bright and vibrant design for students to enjoy.
The year 13 students worked confidently
together to create this brilliant design! I’m sure
you’ll agree it will catch your attention for
many years to come.

Visit from Schools Minister
We were delighted to host a visit from
Schools Minister Baroness Diana Barran
to show her the progress on the build of
our new school.
Staff, students, and visitors were given a
sneak peek at the Hive. The Hive, named
by our students, is the block that will
house a number of classrooms whilst the
new build takes place.
It was also amazing for staff and students
alike to take a virtual reality 'walk' around
the new school building and a virtual look
inside the fantastic new facilities that are
being built.
Our students were once again truly
outstanding representatives of Southam
College and impressed us all with their
conduct and conversation.
We look forward to further updating you
on the progress of our new school building
soon.

Philosophy and Ethics

6th Form Wellbeing Team

Thank you to Coventry and Warwickshire
Magistrates who visited our Year 11 and
Year 12 Philosophy and Ethics students.
Students had the opportunity to explore
the role of a magistrate and how
magistrate courts work. Moreover, they
were able to explore more about crime
and how crime is dealt with legally.

Well done to George year 13 and Maddie
year 12 who gave up their time to chat
online via Teams to their new friend
Robert at Galanos House.
Students have been working with
residents over the last term taking part in
paired reading together with the residents.
We look forward to continuing with this
over the coming term.
Thanks to Galanos for sharing this lovely
post!
Mrs Campbell-Birch

Health and Social Care
Year 9 students have been learning first
aid as part of their 'Basic life support'
unit. Students were exploring what can
go wrong with body systems and organs
to cause a lack of response. This was
followed by a practical where they learnt
how to place the unresponsive casualty,
who is breathing normally, into the
recovery position. Then to know when
and how to deliver CPR to an
unresponsive casualty who is not
breathing.
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Sixth Form History Trip
On Thursday 13th January, Year 13
History students spent the day
immersed in Tudor History! We
took part in a workshop at the
National Archives in the morning,
where we considered the level of
crisis facing Mary I in her reign using
contemporary documents to
broaden our knowledge and
understanding. All students were
excited about the chance to handle
such important evidence and appreciate the work the National Archives does.
In the afternoon we travelled to the British Library to have a guided tour around
the 'Royal Cousins, Rival Queens' exhibition which tells the story of the
relationship between Elizabeth I and Mary, Queen of Scots. Students were
brilliant throughout and demonstrated their strong knowledge and
understanding of the period. It was a great day all round!

Explorer Dome Science Show
Year 7 students enjoyed an immersive multi-sensory journey. This
started 13.8 billion years ago with the moment where the Universe
began as a tiny, dense fireball that exploded or 'The Big Bang' and
took us on adventure through time which culminated in a look at
some of the unusual genetically engineered organisms of the modern
world. During this show we were able to study life processes,
different cells, the structure of DNA as well as the intricacies of cell
division, genetic engineering, natural selection ,extinction and even
the evolution of life itself.
Students were totally engaged with this experience and were a credit
to Southam College, we hope that you enjoyed the shows, and want
to say a huge well done to year 7!
We would also like to say thank you to our talented presenters
Jim and Riha from Explorer Dome for delivered such
engaging and imaginative sessions.

Rotary Young Chef
On Monday 17th January, the Food
Department hosted the Rotary
Young Chef Competition 2022. The
students were asked to prepare
and cook a 2 course meal for 2
people in one and a half hours.
All of the judges were amazed by
the level of commitment and the
quality of the work produced by all
the competitors. The judges said
that it was one of the closest
competitions they had seen with
only a few marks separating all of
the students. Special
congratulations go to Laura and
Naomi who were the eventual
winner and runner up. A big thank
you to all the competitors,
parents, judges and the Food
Department for participating in
such a wonderful event at this
especially difficult time.
Mrs James, Head of Food

History Month
To recognise LGBTQ+ History Month in
the UK, we have had a week of tutor
time activities, and an assembly looking
at three British transgender figures.
There are whole school competitions to
design a logo for Southam College to
use next year, and a treasure hunt to
find the hidden LGBTQ+ figures around
the school. I’m delighted to see how
mature the students have been and
blown away by some of the logo
designs so far!
Mr. Faulkner LGBTQ+ Ambassador

Live French Theatre Performance
We were delighted to welcome back
Onatti Productions to Southam College
on Friday, with a live performance of
Mon père ne me comprend pas,
specially for French students in Years 8
to 13. After studying the play in class last
week, students enjoyed watching Hélène,
and her eccentric family and friends, as
some magical wishes on her 16th
Birthday led to some hilarious disasters.
Well done to all our students for engaging
so well with the play, and particularly to
Year 11 for interacting so well with the actors afterwards in a question and answer
session – we really hope you enjoyed the experience! We would also like to say a
massive merci beaucoup to the actors from the Onatti team for delivering such an
immersive, inventive French session. It was such a treat to see live performances
again!

Live German Performances
We were very excited to welcome back Onatti Productions for the second of our live
language performances! This time they were performing a German play called
Horoskop to our students studying German in Years 8 - 11. The play was about a
girl called Mia who reads her horoscope and takes it literally, thinking she is going to
fall in love with the boy next door, but can't understand it when things don't quite go
to plan!
It was a very engaging performance, excellently executed by the two actors and it
was thoroughly enjoyed by all! It was great to see it being performed by native
German speakers and for the students to be able to hear familiar language which
they have been studying over the years. We would like to say a huge thank you to
Onatti for delivering this performance at Southam College and we can't wait to
welcome them back in March for the Spanish play En el Campamento!

Harry Potter Studios Tour Trip
We had an amazing day at Harry
Potter Studios with the Year 9
Media Studies students!
We all learnt so much, from how to
get the script made to how the
costume designers create the
iconic outfits - and we still had
time for Butterbeer and Chocolate
Frogs at the gift shop!
T h e s t u d e n t s w e re s o w e l l
behaved and a credit to us all.
Well done Year 9!
Miss Darketts

RUBY - YOUNG RIDER OF THE YEAR!
At Cheltenham Racecourse on 1st
December, Ruby was named Young
Rider of the Year in the prestigious Horse
and Hound awards.
This is a phenomenal achievement for
such a young rider, winning in a category
for under-25s. Ruby, who trains with Carl
Hester MBE, collected the award in
person and did herself proud speaking in
front of a large audience of the
equestrian world's elite! We are so proud
of Ruby for her dedication, passion and
resilience in her sport, and for the
confidence shown in her acceptance
speech too.
A huge congratulations, Ruby!

Huge congratulations to Spencer in Year 10
who has become Vice Champion for the 2nd
year running at Whilton Mill Kart Club in
Junior Rotax.
Spencer is looking for any local businesses
who might be interested in sponsoring him.
Please get in touch by email
k.brougham@aol.co.uk

A big thank you from the PE
department to the PTSA who kindly
purchased and sponsored the new
Year 11 and Sixth Form football kit.
The students and staff really
appreciated it and we look forward to
playing lots more fixtures in the new
kit!

SOUTHAM

COLLEGE

LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME
UPDATED INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
The Supreme Court recently reached a decision in the case of Platt v Isle of Wight Council which has clarified the
law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time. The parents of children of compulsory school age
are required to ensure that they attend school on a regular basis. The Supreme Court has made clear that
attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they are required to do
so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are
likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996.
Head Teachers retain the ability to authorise leave in accordance with the Education (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2006. When considering such requests for a leave of absence, the school are obliged to
act within the law. Head Teachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are
exceptional circumstances relating to the application. If the leave is granted, head teachers are able to determine
the number of school days a child can be absent for.
It is for the Head Teacher to decide what is ‘exceptional’ and it is at their discretion if the circumstances warrant
the leave to be granted. The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the
‘resident’ parent.
Each application for a leave of absence will be considered on a case by case basis and on its own merits.
Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child will be required to be in
school on the dates set out in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an
unauthorised absence, which may result in legal action being taken against the parent(s), by way of a Fixed
Penalty Notice.
Failure to make an application for leave in advance can also result in a Fixed Penalty Notice being issued to the
parent(s).
All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire
Attendance Service, part of Warwickshire County Council

It is important to note, Fixed Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each
absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will
receive 2 invoices in the amount of £120 each, totalling £240 for both children,
this is reduced to £60 per child if paid within 21 days).
Where a Fixed Penalty Notice is not paid within the required timeframe as set
out on the notice, the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s
Legal Services to consider instigating criminal proceedings under S444
Education Act 1996.
Fixed Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for Penalty Notices.
Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority

Warwickshire School pupils recorded 31,196 half day sessions
of absence due to holiday in the Autumn term 2019.
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