February 16, 2022
Dear Families and Staff of GPS:

This evening, the Board voted unanimously, 8-0, to make mask wearing optional in Greenwich
Public Schools starting on Tuesday, March 1. Governor Lamont's plan to eliminate the statewide
requirement was developed in consultation with Connecticut Department of Public Health
Commissioner Dr. Manisha Juthani and Connecticut State Department of Education
Commissioner Charlene Russell-Tucker.

Since the beginning of the pandemic, our GPS healthcare team has worked in unison to provide
the best environment for staff and students.

With the emergence of variants, it has not always been easy to anticipate what the future would
hold. The recommendation to take this path forward is based on carefully balancing the
educational impacts, along with health and safety. Our mitigation strategies have kept our staff
and students safe, and we are grateful for the way in which we have worked together as a
school community. This is a big step for GPS, and you will hear a variety of approaches across
Connecticut as each school district makes the decision they believe is best for their community.

GPS will begin our implementation of choice on March 1 with the following in place:

e NO95 masks will remain available to any staff member that requests one and the health
guidance supports that N95 masks offer a strong level of protection

e Masks remain available for students: N95 masks come in middle school to high school
sizes, and PK-5 utilize a disposable mask with a shield, upon request to the school nurse

e Staff will not be asked to regulate mask wearing during school hours; families are
encouraged to speak with their children and to make them aware of the choices you

have made for your family

e COVID self-test kits provided to GPS will be available for staff or students who are
symptomatic or experienced a close contact

e The District will continue to update the COVID tracker twice a week

e GPS will continue to send Daily Health Alerts to those that have subscribed through the
end of the school year

e As of today, quarantine requirements will likely still be in place as per guidance from the
local Department of Health and healthcare team (and may require short-term mask
requirements)


https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/special-education/student-support-services/health-services/covid-19/covid-19-tracker-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.smore.com/tgzd2

e Masks are still required on bus transportation per the CDC Order, which currently
remains intact

e High school sports will continue to operate under the most current rules set by the
Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference

e For those who would like a more cautious approach, the health department and local
guidance remind GPS that March 4 is the 10th day following February break for those
who want to extend mask wearing. GPS has seen spikes in cases upon returning from
vacation travel times.

A recording of this evening’s virtual meeting can be found on the District’'s YouTube channel
tomorrow. Just as we have throughout the pandemic, GPS will continue to monitor our status on
a daily basis and be prepared to adjust as needed.

Dr. Toni Jones
Superintendent of Schools

16 de febrero de 2022
Estimadas familias y personal de GPS:

Esta noche, la Junta vot6 por unanimidad, 8-0, para que el uso de mascarillas sea opcional en
las Escuelas Publicas de Greenwich a partir del martes 1 de marzo. El plan del gobernador
Lamont para eliminar el requisito estatal se desarrollé en consulta con la comisionada del
Departamento de Salud Publica de Connecticut, Dra. Manisha Juthani, y la comisionada del
Departamento de Educacién del Estado de Connecticut, Charlene Russell-Tucker.

Desde el comienzo de la pandemia, nuestro equipo de atenciéon médica de GPS ha trabajado al
unisono para brindar el mejor entorno para el personal y los estudiantes.

Con la aparicion de variantes, no siempre ha sido facil anticipar lo que depararia el futuro. La
recomendacion de seguir este camino se basa en equilibrarlos impactos educativos, junto con
la salud y la seguridad. Nuestras estrategias de mitigacion han mantenido seguros a nuestro
personal y estudiantes, y estamos agradecidos por la forma en que hemos trabajado juntos
como comunidad escolar. Este es un gran paso para GPS, y escuchara una variedad de
enfoques en todo Connecticut a medida que cada distrito escolar toma la decisién que cree que
€s mejor para su comunidad.

GPS comenzara nuestra implementacion de eleccion el 1 de marzo con lo siguiente:



e Las mascaras N95 permaneceran disponibles para cualquier miembro del personal que
las solicite y la guia de salud respalda que las mascaras N95 ofrecen un alto nivel de
proteccién

e Las mascaras siguen disponibles para los estudiantes: Mascaras N95 vienen en
tamafnos de escuela intermedia a escuela secundaria, y PK-5 utilizan una mascara
desechable con protector, previa solicitud a la enfermera de la escuela

e . No se le pedira al personal que regule el uso de mascaras durante el horario escolar;
Se alienta a las familias a hablar con sus hijos y hacerles saber las decisiones que ha
tomado para su familia.

e Los kits de autodiagndstico de COVID proporcionados a GPS estaran disponibles para
el personal o los estudiantes que presenten sintomas o hayan tenido un contacto

cercano.

e El Distrito continuara actualizando el rastreador de COVID dos veces por semana

e GPS continuara enviando alertas de salud diarias a quienes se hayan suscrito fin del
ano escolar

e A partir de hoy, es probable que los requisitos de cuarentena sigan vigentes segun la
orientacion del Departamento de Salud local y el equipo de atencidon médica (y pueden
requerir requisitos de mascara a corto plazo)

e Todavia se requieren mascaras en el transporte en autobus segun la Orden de los
CDC , que actualmente permanece intacto

e Los deportes de la escuela secundaria continuardn operando bajo las reglas mas
actuales establecidas por la Conferencia Atlética Interescolar de Connecticut

e Para aquellos que deseen un enfoque mas cauteloso, el departamento de salud y la
orientacion local recuerdan a GPS que el 4 de marzo es el décimo dia siguiente
Vacaciones de febrero para aquellos que quieran extender el uso de mascaras. El GPS
ha visto picos en los casos al regresar de los tiempos de viaje de vacaciones.

Se puede encontrar una grabacion de la reunién virtual de esta noche en el canal de YouTube
del Distrito manana. Tal como lo hemos hecho durante la pandemia, el GPS continuara
monitoreando nuestro estado diariamente y estara preparado para ajustarse segun sea
necesario.

Dr. Toni Jones
Superintendente de Escuelas


https://www.greenwichschools.org/teaching-learning/special-education/student-support-services/health-services/covid-19/covid-19-tracker-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.smore.com/tgzd2

