
THE GALA GROOVE FEBRUARY 2022 
YOUR GUIDE TO ALL THINGS GALA

AUCTION ACTION
Registration and bidding for the silent auction happens at the end of this month! We’ll send out details and 
a link on Monday, February 28. Here are more items that await you and your family! HAND-PEACE

Baking an Entrepreneur
The two-hour class gives Upper EL students a chance 
to learn skills in kitchen management and organization 

and make some tasty treats!

Donated by Sut & Jo (High School students  
Sutton W. and Josey G.)

BBQ Bus
The meat sweat bus returns! Four-stop barbecue 

tour hosted by Texas Monthly BBQ listers, Russell and 
Misty. Transportation, food, beer, wine, and a ton of fun 

are provided.

Donated by Roegels Barbecue Co.

Seven Chefs
Seven course in-home dinner prepared by seven of Houston’s finest (and most good-

looking) chefs with wine pairings included. Must be a on a Sunday.

Donated by Bobby Matos & State of Grace

PEACE, LOVE & MONTESSORI | THE ELEVENTH BIENNIAL GALA OF THE POST OAK SCHOOL
Saturday, March 5, 2022 at 6:00 p.m., Hotel ZaZa Museum District

Three weeks away! Tickets still available!
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MORE AUCTION & TEACHER TREASURES

R-E-S-P-E-C-T
Two tickets to Aretha Franklin: Queen of Soul 

Symphony Concert at Jones Hall on April 23 in the 
Orchestra section.

Donated by the Putman Family

Bring the bling
This $500 gift card at Houston’s family-owned fine 

jewelers will bring sparkle to your life! 

Donated by Zadok Jewelers

Two hours of finger knitting fun
Whether pro or beginner, PRI and LE students JJ and 
Andrew De Vera are there to help! Yarn, other crafts, 

and snacks will be provided! Ages 5+, 10 children.

Louis Vuitton  
Damier Azur Zippy wallet

White beige, custom painted by Leftys Right Mind of 
New York. Donated by the Seff Family.

A night to remember
with drinks, lively conversation, and a delicious latin-

Mediterranean meal from The Lymbar, by Houston chef 
David Cordua, opening soon at the Ion. Jordan and 

Dylan Seff host this 20-ish course passed and buffet 
dinner for 30 people in September. Donated by  

Jordan and Dylan Seff and David Cordua

TT

premiumgoods & premiumkids
$500 gift card to premiumgoods or premiumkids. 

Includes private shopping experience for the family and 
a personal sneaker stylist. 

Donated by Jennifer Starling
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Five Reasons to Go to Gala
Haven’t gotten your ticket yet? On the fence about going? Not for long! Here’s why you need to be there...

1	Your generosity supports the operating 
budget in a big way! Past Galas have provided  
enhancements like AV equipment in the High 
School, projection equipment in all Elementary 
classrooms, and playground equipment in 
Primary. It all gets directed to tangible, usable 
things that benefit your children right now.

2	 It is the best community bonding at Post Oak. 
Even former Post Oak parents are attending. 
Come make new friends!

3	The artwork is incredible—you have to see it in 
person. Behold the beauty of what your child has 
helped create with their classmates.

4	 It’s just fun—let your inner flower child out! 
Enjoy the three Ds all under one roof (drinks, 
dinner, and dancing). Far out!

5	 It only happens every other year. You’ll have to 
wait until 2024 for the next one. Buy your ticket 
today at postoakschool.org/gala!

“To all the Post Oak parents out there, I hope you consider rewarding the hard work of both Post Oak’s High School Gala 
project groups by bidding on the “Chroma Shift” or the “Fibonacci Nautilus Shell” at the Gala this March. Both projects 
are fascinating and impressive, and both groups are excited to see which parents will take their art project home.”  
� —Gabe A. ’22   |  Read more about the High School projects in the last few issues of The Post weekly email.

Did someone say vroom?
Savor the use of one hot red Ferrari for the weekend! 

Put this two-seater 2003 Ferrari 360 Spider red 
convertible to good use on a date night around town. 

Donated by Amy & Lloyd Kirchner

Vet for a day
Shadow a veterinarian for the day and see what it’s like 
behind the scenes at a veterinary hospital (four to six 

hours). Donated by Amy Garrou

Get rolling
Three day rental of luxury vehicle: 2020 Rolls-Royce 

Dawn Convertible. Donated by Emperial Motors

Dentist for a day
Shadow a dentist for three to four hours and see what 

it’s like behind the scenes in a dental practice (high 
school aged and up). Donated by Darryll De Vera, DDS
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One week in Buenos Aires
Stay in the heart of Buenos Aires’ Palermo 

neighborhood. This 2-bed, 3-bath apartment is one 
block from the Museum of Latin American Art, Paseo 

Alcorta (shopping center), Japanese Gardens, and 
Avenida Libertador.  

Donated by  Victoria Goldstein

Three nights in  
Beachtown Galveston 

Six bed, six bath home. Beachfront with access to 
pool, restaurant, and golf cart.  

Donated by the Seff Family

Five days in Willamette Valley
Perfect for groups of friends traveling together, 

wedding parties, or corporate retreats. Also included is 
a private chef for a farm-to-table dinner one evening. 

Donated by the Ying Family

Three nights in Hudson Valley
Two bedrooms, two bath, two story home. 10 acres in 
Saugerties, New York. The back corner of the property 
backs up to a NY state preserve that has hiking trails, 

etc. House is located in the middle of downtown 
Saugerties, Woodstock, and Kingston.  

Donated by Alyssa and Andrew Stephens

One week stay in Spain
You’ll get a one week stay at a beautiful beach 

condominium in La Manga, Spain.  
Donated by the Sanchez Family

Friends/family farm fun stay! 
Choose two Star Cabins at Rockin Star Ranch for two 

nights. Experience real ranch life complete with fishing, 
swimming, games, smores, sunset hayride, and more. 

Donated by Rockin’ Star Ranch 
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Clay sessions for two adults
Create a sculpture or functional ware of your choosing 

and follow-up session for glazing our creations. 
Donated by Emily Sloan

Game time in the gym
One hour of games in the gym with friends (max 20) 

with Coach Kat Trevino and Ninfa Bridges coordinating 
and officiating.

Music to your ears
Parents join Music Specialist James Winslow for a 
taste of music class: playing instruments, singing, 

movement, and getting into a music groove!

UE pizza and a movie
Pizza and movie for 10 UE students on  

a Friday in May in the BC gym (date TBD).  
Donated by Sandra De Leon & Anita Taj

On your toes
Private dance class for up to 10 young students with  

Ashley Krug, Twinkle Toes Dance Company.

LE pizza and a movie
Pizza and movie for 12 LE students on  

Friday, May 6, in the BC gym.  
Donated by Andrea Restrepo & Keri Nickerson

Break out the fun
Two-hour games sesssions at the BC gym for UE and 
LE students respectively at 10 a.m.–noon and 12:30–

2:30 p.m. on Sat., March 19, with Sydni Doughtie.

Hoop dreams
Three guests join Jenna Pel to watch the fast action 

and fun at a UH men’s basketball game in the Fertitta 
Center in November or December 2022.

TT

TT

TT

TT

TT

TT

TT

TT



LIVE AUCTION CLASS PROJECTS

Ideliza Cedillo’s YCC Class

Landon Bagby’s PRI Class

Peggy Larrow’s PRI Class

Rebecca Duran’s YCC Class

Cynthia Blessman’s PRI Class

Emily Hansen’s YCC Class

Orly Kluk’s PRI Class



Tamara Townsend’s PRI Class

Beth Olitzki’s LE Class

Lindsay Mistretta’s LE Class

Karyn Smith’s PRI Class

Keri Nickerson’s LE Class



Simran Sood’s UE Class

High School

Anita Taj’s UE Class

High School

Middle School

Andrea Restrepo’s LE Class Sandra De Leon’s UE Class



Thank you to our auction donors!!!
A La Carte Nutrition
Abejas Boutique
Alex Abel
Abrahams Family
Agnes Cafe and Provisions
Joseph Aken
Nina Alarcon
Alison Altenberg
The Amin Family
Amore Reflexology
Amy’s Ice Creams
Armando’s Restaurant
Artopiatogo, LLC
Avenu Fitness & Lifesstyle
The Axelrad Clinic, LLC
Bam Bam Martial Arts Academy
Lauren Barrash
Battle Royale Tattoo
BCRN Aesthetics
Beautique Day Spa and Salon
Beck’s Prime
Bellaire Dermatology
Bellaire Pediatric Dentistry
Benskin Family
The Bentch Family
Berg Hospitality Group
Bering’s
Birons Youth Sports Center
Black Swan Yoga Houston
Cynthia Blessman
Brazos Bookstore
Break Away Speed Sports Training
Brush & Bobby
Buffalo Bayou Brewing Co.
BulletGirl Jewelry
Jack T. Carr
Lucia Cerritos
Charlie Swims
Chef Brittany 
Chick-fil-A Sienna Crossing
Children’s Museum of Houston
Club Westside
Contemporary Arts Museum Houston
David Cordua
Cotton Club Collection
Toni Dadoun
DEFINE River Oaks
Patricia Delaney
The Delaney & Rawson Family
Sandra De Leon
Dessert Gallery Bakery & Cafe
The De Vera Family
Devon Review
Discover Gymnastics
Sydni Doughtie
Downtown Aquarium
Elaine’s Florist & Gift Baskets
Emperial Motors
Enoteca Rossa
Escalante’s Fine Tex-Mex
Eureka Heights Brew Co.
Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish Community 

Center of Houston
F45 Training Central Houston
Saida Fagala

Feather & Nest Interiors
Four Seasons Resort Orlando
Frame Dance
The Gents Place 
Navid Ghedami
Gittings Portraiture 
The Glam Squad
Glassell Junior School,  

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Victoria Goldstein
Brandy Gonzales, Cathy Nguen,  

Rhiannon Calvillo
Grace & Co.
Halo, The Beauty Bar
Hamilton Shirts
Harris County Precinct One
The Health Museum
H-E-B Helping Here 
Holocaust Museum Houston
Hot Yoga Houston
Hotel Zaza
Houston Arboretum & Nature Center
Houston Interactive Aquarium  

& Animal Preserve
Houston Swim Club
Houston Symphony Society
i9 Sports
Jentry Kelley Cosmetics
Maura Joyce & Roberto Argentina
JS Personal Styling
Kai Spa
Mario O. Kapusta, MD 

Vein Center Houston
Katz Coffee
The Kirchner Family
Orly Kluk & Sara Ann Zeimnicki
Knockout Sports Promotions
Sarah Knoll Sweeney
Christina Kopanidis-Cantu
KP’s Kitchen
Ashley Krug  

& Twinkle Toes Dance Company
LAM Bespoke
The Lin & Lai Family
Little Beakers Science Lab for Kids
Local Foods 
John Long
Monica Lundeen
Main Street Theater Tickets
Maple Tree Learning
Stacey and Mark Martin 
The Matos Family
The Menil Collection
Mercury Chamber Orchestra
Mighty Tots Soft Play
Momentum Indoor Climbing
Monty the Magician
Motiv Fitness | West University
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Mutiny Wine Room
Nathan Allen
Nature Discovery Center
Niko Nikos Greek & American Cafe
The Orange Show Center for Visionary Art
Organized For Me

Outschool, Inc.
Palace Social
Pampered Pet Inn
Pappas Restaurants
Jenna Pel
Paige Penchas
Pivot Point Advisors, LLC
PlayWisely
Posh Nails 1
The Post Oak Hotel at Uptown Houston
premiumgoods & premiumkids
Priscilla Dickson Photography
Carlin & Damon Putman
Ragin’ Cajun
Geovanny Ramirez
The Rawson Family
Raz Halili & Prestige Oysters
Refurbished with Love
The Ritz-Carlton, Paradise Valley
Robin Jackson Photograhy
Rockin’ Pets, Rollin’ Vets
Rockin’ Star Ranch
David Roddy
Roegels Bar-B-Que
Rover Oaks Pet Resort
The Rustic Brush Galleria
Saint Arnold Brewing
The Sanchez Family
School of Rock Pearland
Sculpt U Physical Therapy
The Seff Family
Senegence, Picture Perfect with Melissa
Emily Sloan
Mirani Smith
Soccer Shots Houston
Sorelle Atelier
State of Grace 
Alyssa & Andrew Stephens
Sut + Jo
Taste of Texas Restaurant
Texas Renaissance Festival
Three Dog Bakery
Ignacio & Isabel Torras
Jacqueline Touchet 
Kat Trevino
The Village Bakery Houston
Village Dermatology
Washington Heights Veterinary Clinic & 

Amy Garrou
Meredith Wiersma
Mark D. Wilkinson
The Wilkinson Family
James Winslow
Wreaths by Simi
Xtreme Vision, Bellaire Family Eye Care
Luis Yanez IT
Yellow Rose Distillery
The Ying Family
Yoga Better
Zadok Jewelers
Jelena Zhang
Christi Zweig
Zyia Active with Laura De Vera



10 | THE POST OA K SCHOOL

GALA NIGHT 
HOTEL 
RESERVATIONS
Reserve a room in Post Oak’s room block 
($209/night!) at Hotel ZaZa Museum 
District to make it a full night of dinner, 
dancing, silent and live auction, and 
celebrating with old and new Post Oak 
friends! 

Call 713-526-1991 and mention you’re with 
Post Oak.

LET ALTO TAKE 
YOU TO GALA! 
$15 OFF TWO RIDES
Promo code: POSTOAKGALA 
$15 off 2 rides (valid for Alto members only)

Instructions to redeem:
1.	 Open or download the Alto app.
2.	 Create an account and join as a member 

(your first 30 days are free!)
3.	 Select the profile section of the app and 

tap promotions.
4.	 Enter the promo code above and enjoy 

your ride! (Valid 3/5–3/6 only)

VISIT OUR GALA 
WEBPAGE
Buy tickets and browse past issues of the 
Gala Groove for that perfect getaway 
or sociable party!

www.postoakschool.org/gala

https://www.ridealto.com/download
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Thank you to our Underwriters & Corporate Sponsors!!!
WOODSTOCK
Jennifer and Doug Bosch

Randall Jamail

Allison and Troy Thacker

Vanessa and Charles Ames
Emily and Robert Emmett
Jordan and Dylan Seff
 
Abbe and Adam Forman
Jessica and Vean Gregg
Lloyd and Amy Kirchner
Brian and Amber Sanders
Whitney and Marc Walsh

JIMI HENDRIX
Aspire Fertility

Sara and Gabriel Loperena

JANIS JOPLIN
Michael and Karen Brisch

Reena and Medhavi Jogi

Angela Ebrahimi  
and Nima Ghedami

Suzanne Ebrahimi

Shonali and Rakesh Agrawal
Amy and Blair Garrou
Kimberly and John Reale
Susan Shi and Michael Wong

Rebecca and Jeffrey Tapick
Anita and Alan Ying

FLOWER POWER
Snehal and Adrienne Amin

Spagnoletti Family

Crystal Dawli and Eiman Alian
Farzad and Jennifer Askari
Yousuf and Ambreen Chaudhary
Orlando Ramirez  

and Ines Iglesias-Alvarez

Gus and Marcela Alvarez
Vareen and David Cunningham
Belisa Diaz
Drs. Alicia Kowalchuk  

and Ben Saldaña
Andrea and John T. Young Jr.

Laura and David Anderson 
Kristin and Malcolm Cogan
Sabina and Mani Walia 

Hillary Boswell
Cynthia and Darren Hubbard
Susanna and Clay Kartye
Alison Wong and Blaine McElroy
Rona and Mike Sonabend

Nancy and Heyward Carter III
Katie Padden and Rick Evans
Rochelle Tafolla and Rick Hess
Isaac and Christina Tapia
Judy Le and Don Tom

Deepa Poduval  
and Rajesh Chelapurath

Allison and David Hamilton
Fyza Piracha and Athar Qureshi
Carlin and Damon Putman
John and Valerie Volpi

Jennifer and Todd Frazier
Silvia Paulino and Marcos Guerra
Shelley and Jim Rice
Christi and Jordan Zweig

Jessica and Bobby Matos
Rhian and Lane McKinney
Tatiana and Ty Peterson 
Kimberly and Ryan Pinckney

PEACE PLACE
Neha and Manish Agrawal
Shanobar Momin and Ashiq Ali
Maura Joyce and Roberto Argentina
The Bentch Family
Dina Alsowayel and Tony Chase 
Joan Lipuscek and Gabriel Chavez
Katie and Garrett Cornelison
Michael and Jenny Kavalinas
Vasanthi and Ramanan Krishnamoorti
Dr. Penelope and Mr. Lester Marks
Laura Lopez and Lewis Marks
Justin and Bethany Miller
Dr. Miguel and Irais Morales
Krisa Benskin and Niki Roberts
Jessica and Josh Solera
Susie and Gary Stankowski
Jennifer and Gregory Starling
Andrew and Alyssa Stephens

Karen Ting
Carlie and Richard Yoo

LOVE BUG
Anonymous
Catalina Barragan  

and Agustin Barrios-Gomez
Elaine Ybarra and Mark Boucher
Alyx and Andrew Gautier-Winther
David and Carmela Hinderaker
Sanjay and Elyza Jain
Natalia and Michael Korkin
Pat and Bill Mitchell
Pragnya Patel and Kaushik Parekh
Rachel and Michael Purcell
Saber Events
Manolo and Daniela Sanchez
Sol and Andrés Steverlynck
Alexander Yang, Zhongwei Yang, Meijin Teo
The Wilkinson Family
Iryna Wozniak
Jelena Zhang

DONATIONS
Nielofar Chow
Allison and David Hamilton
LAMBDA International 

GALA COCKTAILS LEAD SPONSOR PRINTING SPONSOR PHOTOGRAPHY SPONSOR 



Bissonnet Campus: 4600 Bissonnet Street, Bellaire, Texas 77401 
Phone 713-661-6688 ■ Fax 713-661-4959

Museum District Campus: 1010 Autrey Street, Houston, Texas 77006 
832-538-1988 ■ Fax 832-538-1926

www.postoakschool.org

ON SALE NOW: 
GET YOUR GALA TICKETS!

Individual tickets are available to purchase. Visit the main gala page 
for links to purchase individual tickets or join friends in underwriting. We have 
consistently sold out in previous years. No tickets are available at the door.  
(No physical tickets are issued. Gala guests’ names are on a list at check-in.)

Not only are you helping raise funds for the school, you’re signing up for 
an evening of groovy good times with your community. And you don’t 
want to miss the amazing gallery of student art before the feverish 
round of bidding begins.

We hope to see you there!


