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Linear Algebra (Honors) - UMA522H (IB) (½ Credit) 151
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Physics AP (Honors) - UPH423H (AP) (1 Credit) 160
Theoretical Physics I (Advanced) - UPH531H (ADV) (½ Credit) 160
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AP German Language & Culture V (Honors) - UGR453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit) 170
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Latin Level IV (Honors) - ULA343H (IB) (1 Credit) 171
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TEACHING AND LEARNING COUNCIL
To better align the work we are doing at DCDS, the Curriculum Leadership Council will now become the
Teaching and Learning Council. The principles of Mind Brain Education will inform the practices of
teaching and learning. The TLC will be the conduit in working with all faculty to help develop the whole
school in the matters of curriculum, diversity, equity, & inclusion, and social-emotional learning. This
council is designed to promote the mission of the school and be a positive force among the school
community. View the list of faculty members who serve on this council.

DCDS CAMPUSES & CONTACTS
LOWER SCHOOL II PRE K - GRADE 3

3003 West Maple Road, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301-3468

Phone: 248.430.2740

248.430.2887

MIDDLE SCHOOL II GRADES 4 - 8

22400 Hillview Lane, Beverly Hills, MI 48025-4824

Phone: 248.430.1677

248.646.7985

Fax: 248.646.3459

UPPER SCHOOL II GRADES 9 - 12

22305 West Thirteen Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025-4435

Phone: 248.646.7717

Fax: 248.646.2458, 248.646.3459

HEAD OF SCHOOL AND OPERATIONAL OFFICES

22305 West Thirteen Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025-4435
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(Business Office, Advancement Office, Safety, Security, and Facilities Offices)

Phone: 248.646.7717

Fax: 248.646.2458

MISSION
Detroit Country Day School develops citizens and leaders of the world in a culturally diverse
environment of academic rigor, competitive athletics, and artistic expression, built on a foundation of
service and character.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
ǁ Detroit Country Day’s high standards are the foundation for educational excellence.

ǁ We promote the appreciation of lifelong learning within an environment of excellence.

ǁ We recognize and value the uniqueness of every student, challenging each to fulfill his or her
potential.

ǁ We stimulate creativity and develop the problem- solving capabilities of each student.

ǁ We educate the whole child, helping him/her to develop practice oriented toward lifelong
physical, mental and emotional health.

ǁ As a family-oriented school, we believe the partnership between family and school is the
foundation for student fulfillment and success.

ǁ We appreciate and learn from our cultural diversity and gender differences.

ǁ We seek and support outstanding faculty who love young people, life and teaching.

ǁ Our curriculum and instructional methods keep pace with the changing demands of our
society.

ǁ Every member of the administration, faculty and staff accepts personal responsibility for the
school’s financial health so that we can continue to provide a superior educational experience.

ǁ We are role models for our students.
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PORTRAIT OF A DCDS GRADUATE
The Portrait of the Detroit Country Day School Student is a reflection of the attributes we strive to
develop in each of our students starting from the time they begin in the Lower School to the day

they graduate from the Upper School.
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EXPLANATION OF COURSE NUMBERS
MIDDLE SCHOOL
All Middle School (M/S) course numbers begin with M (representing Middle School). The next two letters in
a course number are abbreviations of the general area of instruction (EN=English, DR=Drama, H=History,
etc.). The first digit (6, 7 or 8) indicates the grade level. A zero (0) indicates a multi-grade level course.

For academic classes, band and orchestra, the first letter following the grade number indicates the level of
instruction (B=beginning, I=intermediate, R=regular, A=advanced). For Example: MBD0BT=BD: band, 0:
multi-grade levels, B: beginning, T: meets all year. For elective courses, the letter D indicates a
double-component class, and the letter Z indicates a triple-component class. A double- component class
meets all year, rotating every half goal. A triple-component class is made up of three different classes that
each meet for one goal. At the end of each goal, the student moves on to the next class in the rotation.

The letter T means that the class meets all three goals of the school year. A number indicates that the class
only meets during one goal and which goal that it will meet.

ǁ A = Advanced level course

ǁ B = Beginning level course

ǁ I = Intermediate level course

ǁ R = Regular level course

ǁ D = Double component course (changes back & forth for extended periods through each goal)

ǁ Z = Triple component course (three different classes that change with the goal)

ǁ T = Meets all year

ǁ AT = Advanced level class that meets all year, grade is full weight

ǁ RT = Regular level class that meets all year, grade is full weight

ǁ DT = Two classes that meet all year, for ½ of each goal. Courses are graded but not averaged into
GPA

ǁ Z = One class that meets for one goal. Course is graded but not averaged into GPA

ǁ Z1, Z2, Z3 = Three courses, same block; students take a different class each goal. Course is graded
but not averaged into GPA.

EXAMPLES:

ǁ MEN7AT = English / Grade 7 / Advanced Level / Meets All Year

ǁ MEN7RT = English/ Grade 7/ Regular Level/ Meets All Year
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ǁ MMU6DT = Music Class / Grade 6 / ½ Of Double Component Class / Meets All Year / Grade Is
Not Averaged Into Gpa.

ǁ MAR6DT = Art Class / Grade 6 / ½ Of Double Component Class / Meets All Year / Grade Is Not
Averaged Into Gpa.

ǁ MDR8Z = Drama/ Grade 8/ Triple Component Class / Meets For 1 Goal / Grade Is Not Averaged
Into Gpa.

ǁ MAR8Z = Art / Grade 8 / Triple Component Class / Meets For 1 Goal / Grade Is Not Averaged Into
Gpa.

ǁ MMU8Z = Music / Grade 8/ Triple Component Class / Meets For 1 Goal / Grade Is Not Averaged
Into Gpa.

*Grades from classes beyond the core academic subjects while not averaged into the GPA may still
affect honor roll status.

N.B. Texts listed in the course descriptions in this catalogue are subject to change.

UPPER SCHOOL
All Upper School (U/S) course numbers begin with U (representing Upper School). The next two letters
in a course number are abbreviations of the general area of instruction (EN=English, DR=Theatre,
HS=History, etc.). The first digit generally indicates the grade level (1=Grade 9, 2=Grade 10, 3=Grade 11,
4=Grade 12) at which the course is usually offered. A middle digit other than 0 usually indicates a
course level (1=Level I, 2=Level II, etc.); middle digits 7, 8, and 9 have no significance except to
differentiate courses. The last digit indicates whether the course is offered first semester (1), second
semester (2) or all year long (3). The H following certain courses indicates an honors-level course.

Thus, UFR233H is an U/S French course (FR), usually taken by sophomores (2); it is a third year (3) class
that meets all year long (3) at the honors level (H).

NOTE: Related Clubs, Activities, Events and Competitions for various disciplines may vary, please see a
faculty member for current offering.
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LOWER SCHOOL
INTRODUCTION
In the Lower School of Detroit Country Day, academics and enrichment activities are closely
intertwined. Academic learning is enhanced by morning meetings, community visitors, field trips,
project work, guided play and hands-on learning experiences. Because the Lower School works with a
wide span of ages, from three to eleven, during a major growth and development period, coordination
of curriculum and program is challenging and critical.

The curriculum has a broad-based emphasis on traditional academics as well as critical thinking and
character education. Classroom teachers are responsible for instruction in language arts,
mathematics, social studies and character development. Specialist teachers present science, MyWorld
or Spanish, art, library, physical education, health education, vocal music, piano keyboard (PK4 - Grade
2) and strings (as an elective in Kindergarten through Grade 3).

Knowledgeable, nurturing teachers are at the heart of life at the Lower School. Members of the faculty
have earned bachelor’s, master’s or doctorate degrees in addition to other educational certifications.
The Lower School administration team monitors and evaluates classroom performance, while
supporting students, parents and faculty. By encouraging sound educational practices and a variety of
instructional methods, teachers are encouraged to use their expertise to the fullest. Teachers are
encouraged to participate in all-school professional development opportunities as well as various
professional learning experiences throughout the year.

We administer a variety of diagnostic tests throughout the Lower School to inform a child’s starting
points as well as teacher observations and curricular evaluations which are used to monitor student
achievement in all grades.

Communication is ongoing at the Lower School. Weekly classroom newsletters, Canvas pages,
informal conferences, and occasional phone calls or e-mail, along with three scheduled
parent-teacher conferences and three report cards keep the family well informed about the child and
the classroom. The Director sends out a weekly email to the Lower School community as well.

A core value of the Lower School is our commitment to interdisciplinary studies. We believe that
children of this age can best be served by relating one academic discipline to another. Such programs
as the PK4 spring project that focuses on spring in Michigan, the JK patriotic production, the study of
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farm life in Kindergarten, the Grade One study of the continents blends art, music, movement
education, language arts and social studies.

Each grade level participates in several field trips annually to enrich classroom experiences. Liberal use
is made of our community resources such as local farms, the Detroit Zoo, Kensington Metro Park, and
other local attractions..

Special emphasis is placed on the development of a healthy value system within our Lower School
students. Our elementary children are encouraged to develop strong values such as honesty, integrity,
pride in appearance, self-esteem and respect for others. Character Development is an integral part of
the daily school experience. As part of the Responsive Classroom social curriculum, every homeroom
classroom holds a daily Morning Meeting to set the tone for the day, set classroom expectations and
build classroom community. Lower School teachers have been trained in elements of the Responsive
Classroom curriculum.

Before and after school programs include:

ǁ Early Risers – an early arrival care program for any student from 7:00-7:45 a.m. (no fee)

ǁ P.M. Enrichment – a group of high interest classes for Grades 1 through 3 students from
3:10-4:00 p.m. (i.e., sports, chess, creative activities (no fee) Dance/Creative Movement – offered
to students in PK3 through Grade 2 (fee event)

ǁ Beyond the Bell – an after-school childcare program for all Lower School children from
3:00-6:00 p.m. (an hourly fee) Seasonal athletic activities, dance and strings programs are also
available.

MUSIC (LOWER SCHOOL)
In music classes, a wide variety of themes and elements of music consistent with the National
Standards of Music Education and PreK-12 Performing Arts curriculum are studied at Detroit Country
Day School. Children learn about melody, rhythm, form, harmony, timbre, instruments, vocal
technique, expressive qualities, movement, technology, creativity and listening in relation to music.

Activities are based on approaches developed by Emile Jacque-Dalcroze, John Freierabend, Edwin
Gordon, Zolton Kodaly and Carl Orff. Improvisational Skills, playing instruments, expressive ideas,
creativity, movement, singing, music literacy and listening skills are developed. To Engage children at
this level, objects and visual aids like scarves, beanbags, puppets and colorful pictures are often used
along with unpitched percussion instruments and Orff instruments beginning in PreK3. Songs and
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activities are often presented in a playful way so that children can begin to understand and appreciate
the music making process in a developmentally appropriate manner.

Pre-Kindergarten 3
Students explore the elements of music including pitch, dynamics, tempo, timbre, duration, form,
composition and arranging through play, movement, creative storytelling and singing. Much of this
year students are exposed to music and learn through imitation.var

Pre-Kindergarten 4
Students continue to develop their musical skills by exploring the elements of music including pitch,
dynamics, tempo, melody, timbre, rhythm, beat, form, composition and arranging through play,
creative movement, storytelling, singing and playing instruments. Students examine music opposites
such as long/short, loud/quiet, and sound/silence.

Junior Kindergarten
Orff instruments, tubanos, creative movement, storytelling, folk dancing and singing are just a few of
the ways JK students experience music together. Students perform several cross-curricular musicals
Students use creation, composition, and creativity to foster musicianship.

Kindergarten
Singing, improvising, composing and arranging, playing instruments and folk dancing are some of the
activities that Kindergarten students experience as they explore the music making process.
Kindergarten students solfege syllables to imitate and create pitches as well as using Gordon’s
Rhythm Syllables. Students present their musicality onstage with a winter concert and in the Spring
with a collaborative project where they perform with the high school jazz band. Kindergarten students
may sign up for before school violin classes

Grade 1
In Grade 1, students begin reading and writing music notation in various tonalities/meters as well as
learning about music history. Students begin putting together different parts of a song in order to
compose. Grade 1 students also increase their locomotor skills through more movement. In addition to
the Lower School winterProgram, students present the Passport to the World Adventure program.
They share songs and folk dances from around the world exploring languages and cultures.

First grade students may sign up for violin classes.
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Grade 2
In Grade 2, students enhance their reading, writing, improvisation, composition skills and ukulele
exploration... Grade 2 also participates in the winterConcert. In addition to this program, the Grade 2
students participate in a full Broadway style musical performance in the spring. Each student brings a
character to life learning lines and choreography with a large focus on teamwork.Second grade
students may sign up for violin classes and also have the opportunity to be invited into the advanced
violin ensemble.

Grade 3
In Grade 3, students continue their reading, writing, improvisation, and composition skills through the
use of singing, instrumentation, ukuleles and recorders. Grade 3 use recorders to develop music
notation reading as well as give them an opportunity to explore an instrument from the wind family.
Grade 3 also participates in the winter Concert. In the Spring, students prepare to perform in a moving
up ceremony which involves singing, recorder mastery and ukulele performances. Third grade
students may sign up for violin classes and also have the opportunity to be invited into the advanced
violin ensemble.

Piano Keyboard Instruction (Prek 4 - Grade 2)
The Piano Keyboard program is offered to students in PreK4 – Grade 2. Each child is assigned his/her
own keyboard equipment with headphones. Classes are designed to present the easiest possible
approach to piano playing, keeping age appropriate lessons in mind. Pre K utilizes the black keys
(Twins and Triplets) while Kindergarten, Grade 1 and Grade 2 explore Middle C position. Grade 1 and 2
students are introduced to Middle C position staff notation.

Advantages of Piano Keyboard instruction:

ǁ Facilitate reading (left to right tracking)

ǁ Recognition of patterns

ǁ Decoding music notation

ǁ Fine motor exercise

ǁ Independent work at keyboard

ǁ Introduction to the language of music

ǁ Insight to the structure and order of music

ǁ Exposure to a true hands-on musical experience
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Strings (Kindergarten-Grade 3)
Students in Kindergarten through Grade 3 have the opportunity to study the violin in group classes
that meet before or after school. String instrument students engage with their classes twice a week;
once in person and once through a video submission. They also perform in various formal and
informal performances throughout the year.

THEATRE, DANCE, & COMMUNICATION ARTS (LOWER SCHOOL)
Students in the Lower School receive many opportunities to perform for classmates, family and
community. Through the multitude of in-class performances, beginning skills in public speaking, text
memorization and stage presence are introduced. Third grade students present weekly Yellowjacket
News broadcasts for the Lower School.

VISUAL ARTS (LOWER SCHOOL)
Creating a work of art is a personal experience no matter what your age. All people draw upon their
own individual resources to generate ideas. Engaging the whole child in art class allows the child to
feel invested in a way that is deeper than “knowing the answer.” Our children are the future. We must
teach them to be perceptive, flexible, creative, and able to solve problems and to make decisions.
Creative experiences such as these enable young children to grow and connect with one another in
new ways.

The arts transform the learning environment. Making art fulfills a child’s need for self-expression. The
finished product will not be measured by the value of the art activity, but in the pure enjoyment and
learning that takes place along the way. The joy of creating something as a product of their
imagination is exhilarating. Once children gain confidence and knowledge, they begin to feel secure
enough to be inventive, to express individual ideas, and take pride and gain satisfaction in creativity.
By making creative choices in texture, color and shapes, they are sharing a part of themselves.

Children learn the vocabulary and concepts associated with different types of work in the visual arts.
They learn how to use various tools, processes and media. As they move from pre-Kindergarten
through the early grades, students develop skills and grow in their ability to describe, interpret,
evaluate and respond to art in the visual world around them.

The art program provides opportunities for children to grow in self-esteem, creative endeavors,
cultural consciousness, and respect for their own work and the work of others. This is accomplished
with an open studio format.. The children are taught how to maneuver through the art studio so they
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can use the materials freely. Each child has their own sketchbook. This is used for pre-learning
assessment, practice, brainstorm ideas and free time.

Children create hands-on-activities that focus on the elements and principles of art, establish an
encounter with people of other lands, become aware of the relationship between art and other
academic disciplines, and are exposed to artists appropriate to their level. They learn that they have
everything they need inside themselves to feel, think and create a feeling of accomplishment and joy.

COMPUTER SCIENCE (LOWER SCHOOL)
The goal of computer applications in the Lower School is to introduce fundamental computer skills to
our students. Technology in the Lower School includes iPads, BenQ Boards and document cameras.
Curricular software is available on each device.

Additionally, age-appropriate websites are used to supplement the curriculum.

Daily iPad use is encouraged at the Lower School. Students at all grade levels create and illustrate
stories. Math skills are reinforced web-based resources and virtual manipulatives. Specific computer
skills are taught and new software is introduced. Students use iPads for visual presentations

HEALTH EDUCATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
Within the Lower School classrooms, our youngest children are taught lessons on health and how to
keep themselves healthy. These lessons include proper hand-washing and how to keep germs away,
knowledge of community helpers such as doctors, nurses, and dentists, proper dental care, nutrition
and healthy eating, getting enough sleep, exercise, identification and labeling of the human body and
body systems, emotions, qualities of a good friend, respect for others, and many more! Lessons begin
in PK3 and continue throughout third grade, building on what has been learned in previous years.

LANGUAGE ARTS & READING (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
The language arts curriculum in Pre-K3 is integrated throughout the child’s daily schedule and is
inclusive of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Language development is the foundation of the
program and is supported through oral language, alphabetic code, and print knowledge/concepts
activities including storytelling, poetry, finger play, music, dictation, and dramatic play.
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Emerging literacy is supported as children engage with text, teachers, and peers during interactive
read-alouds, shared writing, daily Morning Messages, and exposure to print throughout the
classrooms. Early literacy instruction focuses on phonological awareness, with the recognition and
creation of rhyming words; print awareness, letter-sound knowledge including the introduction of
letters and corresponding sounds; concepts of print and early writing, including first names and initial
letters of meaningful words.

Text: The Letter People, 2000; Bridges First Steps, Alpha Tales, 2001; Sing and Read-Alphabet, 2007,
various books that accompany the themes studied in class.

Pre-Kindergarten 4
Language continues to be the foundation of the PK4 language-arts curriculum; language
development is supported through engagement in authentic language experiences including
storytelling, poetry, music, circle time, creative dramatics, and guided play. Independent, small group,
and large group activities are designed to allow each child to grow socially, emotionally and
cognitively. Emerging literacy continues to be supported as children engage with text through
interactive read-aloud experiences, shared and independent writing, Morning Message, and shared
reading of classroom charts, lists, and books. Early literacy instruction focuses on continuing to build
phonemic awareness, letter-sound knowledge, letter formation skills, concepts about print, and
experiences with diverse genres.

Texts: Alphabet Activities for Young Children, 1998; PM Starters One, Rigby, 1996; Wright Group, 2001,
On-Level Readers, Scott Foresman, 2002; Handwriting Without Tears; Newbridge Science Series,
Newbridge Communications, 1996-2001. Lakeshore read along Literacy Packs – Vowel Focus 2008-
2009, First Steps, F.A.S.T, 2008; Educational Insights, 1990, Phonics Readers.

Junior Kindergarten
The language arts curriculum in JK is presented in developmentally appropriate thematic units. The
language/print-rich environment supports the emergence of literacy through read-alouds of text from
a variety of genres, shared reading of rhymes, songs, and patterned text, and shared writing. Literacy
instruction builds upon students’ previous knowledge, focusing on letter- sound knowledge, concepts
about print, vocabulary, and comprehension of text. We work in a team-experience of presenting
three classroom plays where children engage in choral response and reciting poetry. Various language
skills are also supported through our plays- reading song cards, writing responses, and oral
presentation skills Journals that include prompts and opportunities for free-writing are introduced
and encouraged. Tracing, drawing, cutting, pasting and writing activities develop fine motor skills.
Presentations to parents provide opportunities for enhancing oral speaking skills.
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Texts: Story Box level E, The Wright Group, 1998; Sunshine Reading Series, The Wright Group, 1988; CD
ROM-Sunshine Reading, the Wright Group, 1996; Foundations I, Wright Group, 1996; Chants, Rigby,
1997; Kinder Rimes, Rigby, 1997. * Symbols of Freedom, Heinemann Press, 2001; SRA Reading
Laboratory 1a, Don H. Parker, Ph.D. 2005. Explode the Code, Educators Publishing service, 2004. First
Steps, F.A.S.T, 2008.

* Advanced readers

Kindergarten
The Kindergarten Language Arts curriculum supports continued growth in reading, writing, listening
and speaking through read-aloud experiences, guided and independent reading and writing, and a
variety of multisensory games and activities. . Children are assessed in the fall and spring to determine
their independent and instructional reading levels, as well as letter-sound knowledge, sight-word
vocabulary, phonemic awareness, and phonics skills.

Reading instruction occurs in small groups with appropriately leveled authentic text. Our instruction
focuses on teaching children to integrate letter-sound information, meaning, and syntax to decode
and comprehend text. Self-monitoring, rereading, word analysis, and comprehension strategies are
explicitly taught.. Supplemental phonics and sight word instruction is also provided.

For writing, children engage in group language experience stories, write in journals, and create books
in several different genres. Writing instruction focuses on hearing and recording sounds in words,
writing simple words and sentences, and writing/ illustrating simple stories. Children learn to use
rehearsal, self-monitoring, rereading, and word analysis strategies to be strategic writers.
Supplemental instruction in handwriting and building a written sight word vocabulary is also
provided.

Texts/Programs: Literacy Footprints, Phonics First, Making Words, Units of Study in Writing,
Handwriting Without Tears.

Grade 1
The First Grade language arts curriculum supports continued growth in reading, writing, listening and
speaking through guided reading, independent and partner reading, read-aloud experiences,
text-based discussion, a variety of types of writing, and phonics instruction. Children are assessed in
the fall and spring to determine their instructional reading levels, and are placed in reading classes
with peers who are reading at about the same level.

Reading instruction occurs in small groups within each reading class, using appropriately leveled text.
Instruction focuses on teaching children to integrate letter-sound information, meaning, and syntax to
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decode and comprehend text. Children practice using self-monitoring, rereading, word analysis, and
comprehension strategies as they read, and take part in text-based discussions after reading to
deepen their comprehension. Supplemental phonics instruction is also provided.

For writing, children engage in journal writing, creative writing, written responses to text, and writing
of short stories in several different genres. Instruction focuses on articulating and writing complete,
meaningful sentences, strengthening ability to hear and record sounds in words, building written
sight word vocabulary, and using proper letter formation, spacing, ending punctuation, and proper
capitalization. Children practice using rehearsal, self-monitoring, rereading, and word analysis
strategies as they write. Supplemental handwriting instruction is also provided.

Texts/Programs: Literacy Footprints, Making Words, Phonics First, Strategies to Achieve Reading
Success, Units of Study in Writing, Handwriting Without Tears, 1st Grade Spelling Book, 1st Grade
Grammar Book.

Grade 2
The Second Grade language arts curriculum supports continued growth in reading, writing, listening
and speaking through guided reading, independent and partner reading, read-aloud experiences,
written responses, and word analysis/phonics. Children are assessed in the fall and spring to
determine their Independent and Instructional reading levels, and are placed in Focus Groups for
reading instruction according to their performance on the fall assessment.

The Focus Groups, which are organized using the Daily Five literacy framework, utilize Instructional
level authentic text. Instruction focuses on supporting children in dealing with increasingly more
complex text features, comprehension of increasingly sophisticated text ideas, and reading complex
sentences with phrasing and expression to increase fluency and comprehension.
Supplemental word analysis instruction and spelling instruction are provided using the Making Words
systematic phonics program.

Writing instruction focuses on expressing ideas clearly and mechanics such as capitalization,
punctuation and grammar. Writing as a process is taught through the steps of prewriting, drafting,
revising, editing and publishing. In second grade students take ownership of revising and editing their
work. Poetry, letters, personal narratives, journal writing, expository writing and informational writing
are undertaken at this level.

Reading comprehension strategies are modeled and taught to foster students’ understanding of a
variety of text. Using graphic organizers, identifying the main idea and supporting details, sequencing
events, using inference, comparing and contrasting, identifying cause and effect and the problem and
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solution in a story enable students to become independent readers and thinkers. Listening skills are
developed throughout the year.

Text/Programs: Handwriting Without Tears, LIteracy Footprints, Making Words, a variety of authentic
texts appropriate for developing comprehension, decoding, and fluency, S.T.A.R.S., 2nd Grade Writing
Units, 2nd Grade Spelling Book, 2nd Grade Grammar Book

Grade 3 Language Arts
The third grade language arts program consists of the writing process, spelling, grammar skills, and
cursive.

Through the writing process students investigate a variety of genres including: narrative, opinion, and
poetry writing. Assignments include prewriting, revising, editing, and publishing. These skills are then
integrated across the curriculum.

In our spelling program, concepts are built upon from previous grades. Continued application of
spelling rules to daily written work.

Grammar is integrated through mini lessons taught within the writing process as well as daily writing
assignments. Cursive continues to be reinforced in third grade using Handwriting Without Tears.

Texts/Programs: Handwriting Without Tears, Literacy Footprints, a variety of authentic texts
appropriate for developing comprehension, decoding, and fluency, S.T.A.R.S., 3rd Grade Writing Units,
3rd Grade Spelling Book, Scholastic Success with Grammar, Word Master’s Challenge and Typing Club.

Grade 3 Reading
Using a variety of literature, the third grade curriculum provides students with the opportunity for
teacher-directed reading and listening comprehension, independent reading, partner reading and the
development of fluency in oral reading. Students respond to literature through whole group
discussion, book clubs, journal entries and written comprehension activities. Using critical thinking
skills, the students read a variety of genres including historical fiction, realistic fiction, fantasy, and
informational text.

Reading comprehension strategies are explicitly taught to ensure that students are monitoring their
understanding. The students’ skills are constantly reinforced as they read authentic literature.
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Further enrichment activities that enhance our reading program are read-alouds, author visits,
independent reading to build stamina, book clubs and weekly library sessions that fosters a reading
community.

MATHEMATICS (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
Engaging in developmentally appropriate, hands-on experiences, children gain an understanding of
mathematics concepts including number sense, spatial sense, algebra, measurement, mathematical
reasoning, comparison, and problem-solving.

Pre-Kindergarten 4
In PK4, children explore the foundational concepts of mathematics. Through a variety of concrete and
hands-on experiences, the children gain an understanding of various concepts which include:
*Matching a number to a set of objects
*1-1 correspondence
*Sorting
*Patterning
*Basic shapes
*Spatial Prepositions
*Cardinal numbers to 20 - Recognition, counting and formation
*Ordinal numbers: 1st-5th
*More, Less and Equal

Through discovery and play, the children learn estimating, graphing, tally marks, and comparison of
size. As the children progress from concrete to abstract concepts, they participate in mental math
exercises using manipulatives to 10, skip counting and basic number sentences. In daily group
activities, children learn and practice calendar concepts including identifying the days, months, and
year. Use of math literature extends and enriches these math concepts.

Junior Kindergarten
The goal of the JK mathematics program is to develop an understanding of, and insight into, the
patterns of mathematics by using concrete materials. The activities are designed to help young
children see relationships and interconnections in mathematics and to enable them to work with
ideas and concepts in a flexible manner. The concepts are interrelated and support one another to
increase the development of the child’s scaffolding of understanding. Because children “think”
through their hands, multiple senses are involved to enhance the understanding of the concepts
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introduced. We teach our children how to see math in everyday life. We begin with exploration of our
environment, sorting objects and creating patterns. The following concepts are covered throughout
the year: recognize numerals 0-20, count sequentially to 100, recognize basic shapes, sorting,
patterning, creating sets of 10 and 20, adding/subtracting within 10, and understanding ordinal
number placement.
Emphasis is placed on using real objects that the children can handle and manipulate to illustrate
concepts in a concrete way. Considerable emphasis is also placed on developing the children's ability
to verbalize different ideas. Abstract symbolization is used to label a concept only when the children
understand the concept. Natural materials and loose parts are used to provide a variety of
manipulatives to build, create and demonstrate understanding.

Text: Bridges in Math, Donna Burk and Allyn Snider, The Math Learning Center, 2000. Resource: Math
Their Way, Addison Wesley Inc. 1995.

Kindergarten
Children are exposed to a variety of mathematical concepts that help develop their logical and
deductive reasoning skills. Our program provides a manipulative-rich and hands-on approach to the
exciting world of mathematics. Through relevant problem-solving and investigations, the children
become engaged in meaningful discoveries. The children are encouraged to explore, develop, test,
discuss, and apply their ideas.

The math program provides a year-long set of daily challenges that introduce and reinforce basic
skills, such as problem-solving, addition and subtraction, place value, counting, money, time,
measurement, sorting, patterning and exposure to mathematical vocabulary. Basic skills are assessed,
and concepts are built, through the use of the calendar along with supplemental material.

The math program makes consistent and effective use of visual models to teach mathematical
concepts. Children are provided a program that is concrete and will establish the important
foundation for mathematical thinking and success.

Text: Bridges In Mathematics

Grade 1
The Grade 1 mathematics curriculum builds on the concepts developed in Kindergarten. A variety of
manipulatives and techniques are used to meet the various stages of development in first grade. The
children move from concrete to abstract concepts.
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In the fall, children are given a diagnostic mathematics test. On the basis of scores, teacher
recommendations and class performance, multi-level groups are formed. The groups range in
performance from on-grade level to accelerated groups that require higher level materials.

A strong emphasis is placed upon problem solving and a variety of problem solving strategies are
taught. Students are expected to be able to justify the process they used to solve a numerical
problem. These problem solving activities require students to use higher-level thinking and reasoning
skills. The students are exposed to multiple ways to solve a problem such as guess and check, using
manipulatives, acting out the problem, creating charts or tables, and drawing diagrams or pictures.
The children learn how to estimate answers as a problem solving strategy and how to write number
sentences to mathematically explain their answers to word problems.

Further exploration of graphing, telling time to half-hour intervals and counting money to $.99 occurs
in Grade 1. The advanced groups are further extended to minute intervals and counting money above
a dollar. Mastery of ones and 10s place value is also strongly emphasized in first grade. Students are
exposed to place value up to the hundreds place. The advanced groups are further extended to the
thousands place.

Geometry instruction consists of hands-on activities involving solids, such as cubes, cones, cylinders
and spheres. Terminology is introduced dealing with solids, planes, symmetry and congruent figures.
Fractions are also introduced through the use of manipulatives. Students learn to recognize halves,
thirds, fourths and equal parts or “fair shares.” Measurement is explored in both metric and standard
units for length, weight, volume and temperature.

Quick recall of basic addition and subtraction facts to 18 is developed in first grade. The vocabulary
words of basic mathematics are introduced and used throughout the year. Children are encouraged to
utilize math computer games and programs in the classroom for review or enrichment.

Texts: Progress in Mathematics, Sadlier Oxford 2009; Mathematics Program Grade 1, Part 1 and 11;
Various Math literature and problem solving books.

Grade 2
Second grade offers students opportunities to experience mathematics in a multifaceted approach
furthering their development and understanding of concepts.

There is heavy emphasis on problem solving and critical thinking throughout the curriculum, as
children are taught strategies and multiple approaches to the Continental Math League problem
solving activities.

Page 31 II Back to Table of Contents



Topics covered in the curriculum include number sense, where children explore number relationships
to 1,000 (and are introduced to numbers as high as millions for the more advanced children). All
children learn about expanded form, estimation, patterning, rounding, ordinal numbers, place value,
skip-counting, fractions, money, re-grouping, time and geometry.

Exploration of whole numbers and computations include basic addition and subtraction facts to 20,
understanding of fact families, estimation of sums and differences, missing addends, associative and
commutative properties, relating addition to multiplication, and subtraction; are introduced to arrays,
basic multiplication facts and the meaning of multiplication including properties, repeated addition
and skip counting. Division is introduced and children explore the concepts of equal parts, remainders
and repeated subtraction.

Fractions are expanded to include comparing parts to the division of twelfths, comparing fractional
parts of a whole and of a set and the relationship to decimals through use of money.

Algebra and functions are taught through the use of graphing, patterns and sequences. Ongoing
exposure of the concept of “equal” enhances the understanding of beginning algebra, as does the
introduction of the properties of addition and multiplication and the relationships of numbers
expressed through the symbols =, < and >.

Measurement includes such concepts as area, capacity, length, mass, temperature, perimeter, weight
and volume. Both standard and metric units are explored.

Geometry includes plane figures and solid figures, area, perimeter, congruent figures, combining
shapes, slides, flips, turns, symmetry and volume.

The concept of time is further explored and includes such things as time sense, telling time, digital
and analog clocks, elapsed time, reading a schedule and ordering events.

Statistics, data analysis and probability are explored through the use of graphing, range and mode,
tallies, surveys, predictions, comparing likelihoods and using data.

Mathematical reasoning is a heavy focus of the second grade curriculum in math, including critical
thinking and an ongoing emphasis on problem solving. Students are taught skills for developing a
sense of problem solving, including, but not limited to, cause and effect, multi-step problems, logical
reasoning and strategies for solution of problems at varying levels of difficulty.
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A variety of supplementary materials, including manipulatives and math games, is available for use
during free time. Literature relating to the mathematical area is frequently used to enhance concepts.
Students learn to write about mathematical concepts using words as well as numbers to express
ideas. All students use an online game-based math facts fluency program called REFLEX by Explore
Learning.

This multiple-source approach implements the National Standards of Mathematics as established by
the National Councilof Teachers of Mathematics. Our textbooks are curriculum common core
compliant.

Texts: Progress in Mathematics, Sadlier Oxford, 2009; The Best of CML Grade 2-3.

Grade 3
The third grade math program continues to develop the understanding of numeration and number
sense begun in the early elementary years. In the fall, children are given a diagnostic mathematics
test. On the basis of scores, teacher recommendations and class performance, multi-level groups are
formed. The groups range in performance from on-grade level to accelerated groups that require
higher level materials. Homeroom teachers offer enrichment and support to students when
appropriate. Concepts of place value are introduced. Concepts of time and money are reviewed and
mastered. Basic facts for addition and subtraction are reviewed, while multiplication and division facts
are introduced. All students use an online game-based math facts fluency program called REFLEX by
Explore Learning. Students go on IXL to practice math concepts based on what is being reviewed in
class and what extra practice a student may need based on the IXL benchmark assessment. Addition,
subtraction and multiplication algorithms are studied and the ability to apply these skills in real life
situations is emphasized. Students are further encouraged to see the connection between
mathematics and the world around them through such topics as geometry, customary and metric
measurement, data collection, and graphs as a means of organizing information. Mental math
techniques and strategies for solving math problems are studied throughout the year as the children
are encouraged to develop confidence in their ability to think mathematically. Our Approach and
textbook are Common Core Compliant. We encourage inquiry and understanding as well as
supporting the development of skill mastery. The class meets five days per week for 55 minutes.

Text: Progress in Mathematics, Sadlier Oxford, 2007

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
The school motto, Mens Sana In Corpore Sano (A Sound Mind in a Sound Body) is the cornerstone of
the Lower School physical education program. The hallmark of this approach is a nurturing,
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non-competitive learning environment that allows students to experience the joy of efficient
movement in a non-threatening setting. Students are able to explore a wide range of activities that
encourage the development of gross motor coordination, visual motor coordination, muscle strength,
endurance and social skills.

Students are assigned tasks and equipment that allows for different levels of skill development and
social maturation. At all levels, children are exposed to units focused on thinking skills that are taught
through movement. Students are evaluated on effort, behavior and maturity in fundamental
movement patterns. These movement patterns are the foundation elements of the movements that
must be performed in sports, dance and recreational activities. The program objective is to have all
students approaching a mature (efficient) movement pattern in locomotor and manipulative skills.
Low-organized games are used to enhance development of manipulative skills, problem solving and
sportsmanship.

The physical education program goals are:

ǁ To allow children to become active within a vigorous exercise program stressing
cardiovascular fitness, flexibility and major muscle group strengthening through low-level
exercise;

ǁ To expose children to a variety of athletic skills and introduce games in which those skills may
be demonstrated;

ǁ To allow athletic self-expression and movement discovery through open-ended programs of
educational gymnastics and creative dance;

ǁ To develop positive attitudes towards others, stressing sportsmanship and “teamsmanship,” as
well as instilling confidence and pride in one's self.

Pre-Kindergarten 3
During movement education we focus on routines and expectations to ensure that children
understand how to play and move in a safe manner. We use group instruction to teach and
demonstrate many locomotor movements (running, jumping, hopping, and galloping) and
non-locomotor movements (balancing and bending). Learning through play is a large part of our
program, free play at the end of each class is designed to let children explore equipment in their own
way.

Pre-Kindergarten 4
During movement education we focus on routines and expectations to ensure that children
understand how to play and move in a safe manner. We use group instruction to teach and
demonstrate many locomotor movements (running, jumping, hopping, and skipping etc.) ,
non-locomotor movements (balancing and bending) and manipulative skills (rolling, throwing,
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catching, and dribbling). Learning through play is a large part of our program, free play at the end of
each class is designed to let children explore equipment in their own way.

Junior Kindergarten
During movement education we focus on routines and expectations to ensure that children
understand how to play and move in a safe manner. We use group instruction to teach and
demonstrate many locomotor movements (running, jumping, shuffling, and skipping etc.) ,
non-locomotor movements (balancing, twisting, and bending), skill concepts (chasing, dodging, and
fleeing), manipulative skills (rolling, throwing, catching, and dribbling), and health concepts (heartbeat
and lung function). Learning through play is a large part of our program, free play at the end of each
class is designed to let children explore equipment in their own way.

Kindergarten
1. Find safe space and demonstrate safe travel
2. Understand the basics of living a healthy lifestyle
3. Demonstrate basic teamwork principles
4. Understand basic object control skills
5. Demonstrate basic gross motor skill patterns

Grade 1
1. Find safe space and demonstrate safe travel
2. Understand the basics of living a healthy lifestyle
3. Demonstrate basic teamwork principles
4. Understand basic object control skills
5. Demonstrate basic gross motor skill patterns

Grade 2
1. Find safe space and demonstrate safe travel
2. Understand the basics of living a healthy lifestyle
3. Demonstrate basic teamwork principles
4. Understand basic object control skills
5. Demonstrate basic gross motor skill patterns

Grade 3
Grade 3 units of study include: community and team building, cooperative games, soccer, flag
football, fitnessgram, pickleball, basketball, kickball, volleyball, jump roping, floor hockey and baseball.

The physical education program goals for third grade students include
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1. Find safe space and demonstrate safe travel
2. Understand the basics of living a healthy lifestyle
3. Demonstrate basic teamwork principles
4. Understand basic object control skills
5. Demonstrate basic gross motor skill patterns

SCIENCE/STEM (LOWER SCHOOL)
Lower School science is an activity-based program in which units are spirally developed in the areas of
life, earth and physical science. Children’s literature, special programs, guest speakers and models
enhance the curriculum; as do field trips to the zoo, nature centers, metro parks and our own school
grounds. We capitalize on the young child’s curiosity by providing meaningful experiences and open
ended investigations. Lower School science is centered around discovery, hands-on, inquiry-based
curriculum inspired by Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS). A variety of instructional modalities
are incorporated to promote critical thinking and problem solving skills.

Lower School science curriculum focuses on investigating real-world scientific phenomena which
sparks curiosity and inquiry; encouraging peer to peer interaction and cooperative learning strategies.
Young scientists delve into cross cutting concepts as outlined in the NGSS including:

● Patterns
● Cause and effect
● Scale
● Systems and systems models
● Energy and matter
● Structure and function
● Stability and change

The program builds a foundation for STEM understanding by introducing students to the
interdisciplinary nature of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. In addition, basic
robotics and coding concepts are woven throughout units of study with the use of age-appropriate
platforms.

A good scientific attitude is fostered, as is a true love of learning.

Pre-Kindergarten
Units of study include: Exploration of the world through our five senses, the science of animals, cause
and effect, exploring understanding science inquiry and science concepts, and observational study of
the seasons and weather in Michigan.
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In the PreK through Kindergarten programs, a basic awareness of the world around us is incorporated.
A sensory approach is used to introduce a variety of science topics from which the children can later
construct new knowledge. Classification, careful observation, the use of manipulatives and hands-on
exploration enable the children to build an appreciation for science. Topics of exploration focus on
what is familiar to the young learner and expand to include a child’s natural curiosity, incorporating
student driven ideas and questions.

Junior Kindergarten
Junior KIndergarten students actively explore science concepts using dynamic activities and projects.
They add a level of understanding as they learn about seasons and seasonal changes. The next unit of
study touches on water and its properties; students learn new skills as they tackle basic kitchen
chemistry challenges. The next unit of study revolves around the five senses and the role they play in
our daily lives. Students elaborate on their understanding of the world and feed their curious minds
when using prisms to create rainbows and celebrate signs of Spring. Other springtime topics include:
Earth Day, recycling, and planting.

Junior Kindergarten builds on students’ inquisitive nature and fosters a love for the world around
them.

Kindergarten
Kindergarten students actively explore scientific phenomena by observing, manipulating and testing
ideas and artifacts. At the beginning of the school year they engage in innovative activities to better
understand topics such as living/nonliving, habitats, and animal characteristics. Focusing on forces
and motion, students strive to use magnets, conducting experiments that conceptualize magnets and
their properties. Sound is the next unit of study for kindergarten learners; hands-on experiments
support inquiry and investigation, enhancing knowledge about sound. Lastly, students recognize the
Earth, sun and moon and their importance in our day to day living.

Kindergarten students make connections as they use engaging activities to find meaning and
purpose in scientific phenomena.

Grade 1
First grade science students build on prior knowledge and understanding as they navigate new units
of study. They are introduced to seed and plant systems in which they learn about life cycles, seed
dispersal, plant needs and anatomy. States of matter is an engaging unit, in which children measure,
weigh, and conduct experiments pertaining to solids, liquids, and gasses. States of matter segues into
weather, evaporation, condensation and precipitation. First graders are introduced to a brief study of
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the human body and its systems. The final unit for grade one scientists is force and motion. Students
hypothesize and test various factors that decrease/ increase speed, change direction or create forces.

They find value in creating and problem solving as they tackle some of science’s mysteries.

Grade 2
Second grade students explore a wide range of topics using hands-on activities, innovative lessons
and diverse materials. They use digital platforms to record findings and document progress. The first
unit of study focuses on insects, their life cycles and anatomy. Students discover that Monarch
butterflies migrate thousands of miles, while other insects spend their winter underground. These
observations lead to the next curricular unit- animals in winter which highlights hibernation,
migration and staying active during the cold months. Learning about rocks and the Earth is the next
unit of study. Children work collaboratively to weigh and identify characteristics of rocks and mineral
specimens. Simple machines round out the themes in the second grade science classroom. Students
construct knowledge by creating and testing various models to enhance their understanding of six
different kinds of simple machines.

Second grade students learn to ask questions and seek answers as they make new discoveries in
science class.

Grade 3
Grade three students focus on process skills that are emphasized along with knowledge as students
engage in hands-on, minds-on activities. The scientific method is modeled in the designing of
experiments, as well as analyzing and integrating scientific concepts with students’ knowledge. Third
graders use digital platforms to research, document and show evidence for their thought processes.
Homework and testing are introduced and incorporated at the third grade level.

The first unit of study is living things. Students classify, study and learn about living things and the
environments in which they thrive. Third graders learn about sound from experiences and activities as
they create meaning to process scientific phenomena. Next, students move from learning about
sound to embracing the topics of color and light. Again using engaging lessons, children broaden
their knowledge and understanding of light and its properties. Lastly, students have a clearer
understanding of the Earth, sun and moon and our place in the solar system. Students rotate through
stations or create models to represent the magnitude of celestial bodies.

As units unfold in third grade, a strong love for science is nurtured.
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SOCIAL STUDIES (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
The Pre-K 3 social studies program focuses on relationships that the children develop in their homes,
communities, and schools. The children’s focus is on meeting new friends, sharing ideas and thoughts,
engaging in making decisions, and learning to be a group member. The children are supported in
activities that encourage them to express their compassion, caring, and desire to help others. This is
accomplished in a variety of ways such as preschool community-building events, tending to the
preschool garden, ample interaction with peers, joint recess time, and supporting peer performances.
The social studies program enhances an awareness of the world in which we live. This is accomplished
in a variety of ways such as: development of self-esteem and awareness of values; an understanding of
feelings; and a familiarity of the roles others play in our community.

Pre-Kindergarten 4
The PK4 social studies program is an interdisciplinary approach, within its thematic curriculum. The
goal of the program is for children to develop a positive self-concept and an awareness of the world in
which they live. Students are engaged in learning about family units, different holidays, homes and
communities; they become comfortable and knowledgeable about themselves and the world around
them. With a strong emphasis on values, manners, social skills, self-control and problem solving
abilities, the children work at becoming responsible individuals who contribute to society.

Text: Character Education, Creative Teaching Press, 2002; The Best I Can Be, Scholastic Press, 2005;
Character Education, Bridgestone Press, 2000

Junior Kindergarten
The social studies curriculum in JK integrates all aspects of learning in developmentally appropriate
thematic units. Children begin to learn about themselves in relation to their family, classmates, the
community and the world. Through the units studied, the children learn to interact acceptably with
each other in play/work situations. Some of the key ways to help our children build character are seen
through our leadership board. These leadership jobs teach responsibility, work ethic, manners, and
kindness. Our curriculum allows us to build social skills through play and games. We teach emotional
literacy by helping the children interpret their feelings using a variety of tools (feelings charts, journals,
modeling, helping students name their emotions and think about their reactions). Not only do the
children learn about their own feelings, but also how to interpret the feelings of others, which
develops empathy.
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They also develop socially acceptable behavior and strong moral character through the activities and
field trips that culminate many of the themes. Social Studies themes include: The First Thanksgiving,
Winter Olympics (every four years), Parade of Presidents and Founding Mothers, Michigan Week,
Hooray for the U.S.A., Black History Month, Martin Luther King, and fairy tales from around the world,
as well as diversity in different cultures.

Group productions, which develop cooperation, individual and group responsibility, dependence on
others and group interaction toward a specific goal, are part of the curriculum. Self-confidence is built
through teamwork and individual contributions to the productions. Children learn to make
appropriate choices as they work in cohesive groups.

Text: Wright Group Books, 1996. Weekly Reader Living in the USA, Weekly Reading Corporation, 2005.

Kindergarten
The social studies curriculum for kindergarten is designed to help children learn constructive social
behavior, develop a positive self-image and form a better understanding of the world around them.
Thematic units expose children to the customs, history and geography of different cultures. Maps and
globes are used to learn about the world. The children learn about other cultures through literature. A
variety of topics are integrated into the children’s daily activities. The focus on social skills helps
children develop greater independence and the ability to work and play cooperatively with others. Our
Character Development Program helps children develop character skills that will last a lifetime. The
students will demonstrate these skills in their work and play.

The Lower School uses The Responsive Classroom approach to teaching and learning. This approach
integrates social and academic teaching and learning. We learn and practice social skills, particularly:
cooperation, assertion, responsibility and self- control in the same ways we practice academic skills.
The adults and the children in the classroom work together to create a caring environment where
each person is respected and able to learn.

Text: Character Education, Scholastic News, The Responsive Classroom

Grade 1
The social studies curriculum follows the seven strands of social studies: history, economics,
geography, citizenship, culture, technology and social studies skills.

The children will be introduced to citizenship where they learn about rules and responsibilities within
the community and the laws that govern. Students are exposed to various holidays and traditions
around the world.
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Next, children study people of influence which may include George Washington, Abraham Lincoln and
Martin Luther King, Jr., Albert Einstein, Malala Yousafzai, Benjamin Franklin, Jane Goodall and
Mahatma Gandhi to name a few. A study of economics focusing on needs, wants, goods, services and
trade completes the year. Children work in cooperative groups to help each other produce goods and
budget money to buy supplies and products made by other groups in each classroom.

An emphasis is placed on geography throughout the year. To further enhance their understanding
and appreciation of different cultures around the world, children complete research projects in the
classroom on countries and perform in an interdisciplinary program, “Passport to World Adventures.”
Map and globe skills are taught including directions, continents and oceans.

Text: A Child’s View, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2010, Current Trade Books, Atlas of the World, For Kids
Magazines, 2020.

Grade 2
The social studies curriculum begins with the study of “What’s a Community” and “History - Past and
Present Communities”. Students compare communities of the present time, the mid to late 1800s, and
earlier in what is now the United States.

During our 1800's Pioneer Life unit, second graders compared and contrasted the similarities and
differences between our current school community with that of a school community from the
mid-1800's. They sharpened their researching skills by using a variety of resources to locate
information, including internet websites and encyclopedias, library books, and iPad applications. To
further our research and learning, students attended a virtual field trip with the Troy Historical Village
where we took on the role of a student living in the 1800's. After our research was complete, children
wrote an opinion paper discussing if they would like to live as a pioneer child or not.

The focus in the fall is the Native American Unit. Children study Native American Culture and learn
about various tribes, the geographic regions for these tribes, their homes, food, differing customs and
ways of survival. Children learn about Native American people’s respect for the environment. Children
research, with their homeroom class, various aspects of Native American culture. The unit culminates
with children designing a Native American diorama that depicts the day in the life of a Native
American in their region of study. Children of other rooms complete a gallery walk of other dioramas
to learn more about different Native American regions.
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In December, second graders explore holidays and holiday customs from around the world. They learn
to appreciate ethnic and cultural diversity through the study of Christmas, Diwali, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa
and Ramadan.

In January, children listen to stories, read books and write about the life of Martin Luther King, Jr. and
other famous African Americans.

In the spring, second graders study the 50 states of the United States. Second graders learned about
states in the Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, and West using a project-based approach that offered
choices of learning styles and products. Each class focuses on one of the regions while second graders
selected a state for study. He or she researches the state using PebbleGo Next, informational books,
and videos. Each student becomes an expert on the state by researching the geography and weather,
major cities, state symbols and facts, famous people, and population. They shared information with
other second graders using state booklets (including a bibliography page) and a ChatterPix
application program via the iPad.

The final unit is careers. Classroom visitors talk with children about their professions. Basic economics
is discussed as children think about their future professions. Children research many different kinds of
careers and choose one they would like to be when they grow up. Students then gather more
information and complete a 5 paragraph essay on why they want to become this, how to make it
happen, and what they will do when they achieve this. At the end of the unit, students have a job fair
where parents come in and interview the students for a potential job. Students work on interviewing
skills including being confident, looking at the person in their eyes, and giving a proper handshake.
The social studies curriculum in second grade is an interdisciplinary program in which the units of
study are combined with activities in reading, art and music. The curriculum is supplemented by a
variety of interdisciplinary materials including a primary grade atlas, video, informational books and
teacher-designed activity booklets.

Text: Teacher developed student booklets updated yearly, trade books for information and related
literature, and internet-based resources.

Grade 3
The third grade curriculum explores Michigan geography, economics, history, and growth. Social
Studies consists of two weekly 30 minute sessions. At the end of the year, leadership skills are
sharpened as students work creatively as a teammaking and selling a product. We also dive deep into
SEL with the use of our Big Life Journal which looks at traits such as perseverance, gratitude, and
empathy.
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Text: My World Social Studies : Michigan, Pearson Learning Solution, 2013.

WORLD LANGUAGES (LOWER SCHOOL)
MyWorld Cultural Explorations (Pre-K3 – Junior Kindergarten)
Cultural awareness is the recognition of one's own and other cultures. In Pre-Kindergarten and
Junior-Kindergarten classes, children learn that they participate in and are guided by the values and
practices of their cultural communities. My World explorations are an investigation of cultural settings
that influence the development of each individual child and each classroom community. My World is
an integrated, literature, play, and project-based curriculum that asks children and families to think
about and discuss their unique culture and the cultures of others who make up the Detroit Country
Day School community while recognizing diversity, inclusion, equity and belonging. My World topics
include each child’s unique: name, family, home, siblings, pets, friends, neighborhood, school, religion,
travel, family traditions, world languages, beliefs, and values. Classroom discussions on these topics
are child-centered and family-focused. The teacher follows the interests and ideas of the children
about their own culture and the culture of their classmates.

Spanish (Kindergarten – Grade 3)
World Languages are an important part of the academic curriculum at Detroit Country Day School.
Language specialists realize that learning a language in a non-immersion program requires years of
study and review before the learner attains proficiency. Current studies show that young children
learn languages easily and more readily than any other age group. Children happily mimic the
teacher’s speech, learning pronunciation and intonation experimenting with new sounds in playful
activities. Teaching in the target language is crucial in these beginning years so that the children
acquire Spanish in a naturalistic manner.

In the Lower School, the language specialist teaches Spanish through theme- and project-based
learning that incorporates song, movement and playful interactions within an integrated curriculum.
The Spanish teacher partners with the homeroom teacher on projects to develop vocabulary and topic
knowledge. Cultural studies foster an understanding of people of the world and develop positive
attitudes toward linguistic and global diversity.

Kindergarten through Grade 3 Lower School children meet three times within a scheduled rotation for
Spanish class. Review is incorporated into each grade level to extend mastery of basic vocabulary and
to facilitate the success of new children who enter the school each year.

Page 43 II Back to Table of Contents



CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
Learning Support And Tutorials
Lower School teachers provide individualized assistance, as needed during the day and before and
after school. The learning support team at the Lower School provides additional services in reading,
math and writing for students in need of additional help.

LIBRARY SERVICES (LOWER SCHOOL)
Our Values - We believe:

ǁ That intellectual freedom is a fundamental right for all.

ǁ That literacy is an essential skill across all platforms and disciplines.

ǁ That reading for personal information and enjoyment leads to lifelong learning.

ǁ That respect for intellectual and creative property is everyone’s responsibility.

Our Mission - Teach, Inspire, Explore
The Lower School Library supports the reading and information needs of all students in PK3-3rd grade
with a diverse collection of materials in print and digital formats. In addition, through regular
instruction, students develop a respect for materials, use reading comprehension strategies to
understand a text, and begin to locate materials to investigate ideas.

Information literacy skills are taught at each grade level, and students often leverage technology to
accomplish their tasks. Students are encouraged to check out books that support their enjoyment,
educational reading needs, and classroom projects. They are guided to develop a love of reading,
become independent library users, and life-long learners.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS (LOWER SCHOOL)
The Lower School offers the following after school programs:

ǁ Beyond the Bell Program

ǁ Junior Jackets Sports Program

ǁ PM Enrichment Program – (Grades 1 - 3)

PM Enrichment classes are optional after school activities offered for Grades 1 - 3, to meet the growing
interests of children beyond the normal academic day. Enrichment Classes are taught by Lower
School Teachers. There are three sessions which meet during the fall, winter, and spring, Tuesday
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through Friday, from 3:10 - 4:00 p.m. Registration sign up links are emailed to parents prior to the start
of each season of sessions, and are honored on a first- come, first-served basis and space availability.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
INTRODUCTION
The Middle School academic program recognizes the unique needs of the age group while preparing
students for the Upper School curriculum. The first academic priority is the development of thinking
and writing skills. Study skills such as organization, methods of study, cooperative review, note taking,
time management and reflection are emphasized. These skills are applied to the basics of English,
languages, history, mathematics, performing arts, visual arts and science.

Honors and/or advanced level courses are designed to meet the needs of talented students so that
they are appropriately challenged in courses in art, chemistry, English, languages and mathematics.
These courses represent the foundation for the International Baccalaureate diploma program and the
Advanced Placement program of the Upper School. Sophomore standing in college may be available
to students who successfully pass the required number of IB and AP examinations as high school
juniors and seniors.

The Middle School offers a number of coordinated and interdisciplinary activities that contribute
importantly to a liberal arts education, such as extended field trips to, a science trip to Florida, and
inter-departmental units featuring such things as a day in the life of a Civil War soldier. Faculty also
conduct local field trips to community resources that relate to the curriculum, such as those to drama
productions at the Meadow Brook and Hilberry Theatres. Students are prepared for, and encouraged
to, participate in area and statewide mathematics, design, and robotics contests, science fairs in the
metropolitan area, area and statewide language festivals, regional and state instrumental and vocal
festivals, area-wide fine arts juried exhibitions, area-wide writing contests, the State Forensics
Tournaments, and spelling bees at the local, state and national levels. By participating in academic
experiences beyond the classroom, students learn to think in several spheres of knowledge and to
apply a discriminating intellect to the world beyond the classroom.

The educational process demands meaningful homework assignments that extend and enhance the
classroom experience. Each teacher’s lesson plans, or assignments are available to students and
parents as part of a planned approach toward teaching and learning. Teachers regularly update their
plans and report grades via the available online system to maximize communication with students
and parents. Teachers must display sound pedagogical practices and thorough, daily classroom
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preparation. Professional development is a priority at Detroit Country Day School. Teachers are
encouraged to attend conferences, to visit other classrooms and schools, and take advanced
coursework in their field. A high level of professionalism marks a Detroit Country Day Middle School
teacher.

For students, it is axiomatic that evaluation is an integral part of the instructional process.
Examinations require the student to develop a course perspective and to reflect on acquired
knowledge. Middle School students are frequently evaluated through a variety of methods to honor
different learning styles and to review specific course content while developing thinking, application
and writing skills. Students also undertake comprehensive final examinations that promote good
study skills, content analysis, retention of material and the psychological/cognitive development
required for the comprehensive examinations they will encounter in upper secondary education.

PERFORMING ARTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Detroit Country Day School recognizes the important role musical instruction can play in a child’s life
and commits itself to numerous opportunities for student participation. Colleges view participation in
the arts and performing arts as a valuable experience that broadens students’ understanding and
appreciation of the aesthetics and beauty in diverse genres of music.

Our Primary goal is to provide excellent musical experiences through performance in instrumental
music (band and orchestra) and choral music. Through its multi-level structure, the instrumental
program offers the beginning student the opportunity to perform, while giving the advanced players
the proper environment in which to further develop their skills and express their musicality. The choral
program is open to every student who wishes to participate. Each ensemble offers a unique
experience for students.

All Middle School performance groups perform two concerts each year in the Seligman Performing
Arts Center. We also participate in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association (MSBOA) and
the Michigan School Vocal Music Association’s (MSVMA) district and state festivals with a reputation of
excellence throughout the area. In addition to the MSBOA festivals, students are selected by blind
audition to participate in the MSBOA All-State Ensembles and perform as a part of the Michigan Music
Conference in Grand Rapids, MI. Participation in these events allows students to enhance their
musicianship outside of the classroom.

Blue Band (Grades 4 & 5)
Blue Band: Prerequisites - none
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The Blue Band is open to students in Grades 4 and 5 with no previous band experience. We develop
fundamental performance skills, such as tone production, articulation, and note and rhythm reading
through the use of the Windstar Program. This program introduces wind instruments using
"pre-band" instruments, which provides younger students a positive experience through smaller
instruments. Students enrolled in the Blue Band will try four different instruments over the course of
the school year. The following instruments are available to all Blue Band students: percussion, jFlute,
jSax, and jHorn. This ensemble performs at least two major concerts per year, and rehearses once
before school and once after school each week.

Gold Band (Grade 5)
Gold Band: Prerequisites - none (Blue Band preferred)
The Gold Band is open to students in the 5th Grade and introduces traditional band and percussion
instruments to the students.. We continue to build on the fundamental skills learned through General
Music and the Blue Band, and expand them to include work with sight reading, concert preparation,
and musical independence. In addition to the standard band instruments like Flute, Oboe, Clarinet,
Alto Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, Trombone, Baritone and Percussion, Gold Band members are also
able to try the Bass Clarinet, Tenor Saxophone, Bassoon, and Tuba. This ensemble performs at least
two major concerts per year, and meets during the school day.

General And Vocal Music (Grade 4)
All Grade 4 students experience general and vocal music. Grade 4 music builds upon our recorder
skills from Grade 3 (left hand notes) and completes our study of the lower, right hand notes while
learning to play independently and within an ensemble. We increase our musical literacy skills
through our study of music theory. We also work to improve posture, proper vocal usage and
projection, and learn part work with harmony and/or descant harmony in addition to singing melody.

Students are exposed to listening to and singing both Western and Non-Western music selections
from past and present day withculturalandhistoricalconnections. Students learn performance and
audience etiquette while honing their skills, reflecting on their own progress and improving toward
the goal of formally performing for an audience with the Grade 5 in our Winter Concert in December
in the Seligman Performing Arts Center.

TrebleMakers Choir (Grade 4 & 5)
Students meet for Choir twice a week for a total of 90 minutes. Children work on singing tone,
breathing technique, solfeggio and rhythmic reading, balance and blending of voices, and singing in
parts. The Choir holds performances several times each year for school and community audiences
such as retirement homes, hospitals, and “Celebrate the Arts.”
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Campus Band (Grades 6-8)
Prerequisite: None
This class is offered to any incoming or returning student, in grades 6 through 8, who is new to the
band and has a desire to play an instrument, or would like to learn a different instrument. Students
will receive guided instruction to develop musical skills including proper playing techniques, music
reading, ensemble teamwork, intonation, and articulation. This ensemble will perform on at least two
major concert dates during the school year, and meets during the school day.

Symphony Band (Grades 6-8) - MBD0IT
Prerequisite: Placement by Audition
This performance group is open to students in the sixth through eighth grades who have grasped the
skills covered in the Campus Band class. Emphasis is placed on the mastery of daily assignments that
develop technical skills, note-reading, tone quality, proper position and basic knowledge of music
theory and maintaining a consistent practice regimen. The group performs two major concerts each
year and participates in school events. The grade in this class is not averaged into the GPA but may still
affect honor roll status.

Wind Ensemble (Grades 6-8) - MBD0AT
Prerequisite: Placement by Audition
This performance group is open to students in the sixth through eighth grades who have mastered
the skills covered in Campus Band and Symphony Band. Each group is exposed to music literature
from various periods of music history, as well as the study of basic theory. Individual students
participate in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association Solo and Ensemble Festival. The
Band and Orchestra as performance groups participate in the MSBOA District and State Festivals. The
group prepares two major concerts each year and performs for school events and various off-campus
functions. The grade in this class is not averaged into the GPA but may still affect honor roll status.

Mixed Choir (Grades 6-8)- MCR6RT
Prerequisite – none
This choir offers a nurturing environment for Middle School students to learn both performance and
musicianship skills needed, including Solfege hand signs, vocal techniques, cultural and historical
context of music and teambuilding skills. Students explore beginning and intermediate music theory
concepts of reading the treble and bass clefs, fostering the analysis and understanding of the
rhythmic values and pitch within a music score. Sight reading skills are also a cornerstone of the
choral experience, teaching young musicians to be intelligent music readers. Unique to the vocal
musician, the choir analyzes and reflects upon the texts that are performed throughout the school
year for historical and cultural contexts while creating musical blends with harmony and intonation.
The choir performs several times during the year in school concerts. In addition, students have the
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opportunity to audition for MSVMA Regional and State Honors Choirs as well as participate in MSVMA
Choral/Solo & Ensemble Festivals.

Blue Strings (Grades 4 & 5)
Blue Strings is a beginning strings course for students in Grades 4 and 5 who are learning a string
instrument for the first time or have limited experience on their instrument. Students may choose
between violin, viola, cello or double bass. Students engage in the course twice a week. 5th graders
will meet during the school day and be split into treble strings (violin and viola) and bass strings (cello
and bass) sections. 4th graders will meet twice a week, before and after school. This course focuses on
the development of a strong foundation of technique and musicality and individual and group
performance skills. Students will participate in at least 2 major performances per year.

Gold Strings (Grades 4 & 5)
Gold Strings is an intermediate strings course for students in Grades 4 and 5 who are continuing to
learn their chosen instrument and for students that are incoming and have played for at least one
year. Students engage in the course twice a week. 4th grade classes take place before or after school
while the 5th grade classes will meet during the day. This course focuses on the development of
technique, musicality, part reading, and group performance skills. Students will participate in at least 2
major performances per year.

String Orchestra (Grades 6 - 8) - MOR0BT
Prerequisite: None
Strings Exploration class is offered for students in grades six through eight who have not studied a
string instrument, who have had minimal training on their instrument, or students who need review
of the basic foundations of string playing. The students have a choice of studying the violin, viola, cello
or double bass. Emphasis is placed upon basic techniques such as instrument hold, left hand position,
bow hold, tone production and note-reading. Each student is responsible for renting an instrument
from an area string shop for home practice. Cello and Double bass students are required to rent an
instrument for home practice, but would have the opportunity to use a school instrument during the
school day to avoid transporting such a large instrument to and from school. The Strings Exploration
class performs two major concerts per year and participates in school events. Placement into this class
will be determined by the Middle School Strings Director. The grade in this class is not averaged into
the GPA but may still affect honor roll status.

Symphony Orchestra (Grades 6-8) - MOR0IT
Prerequisite: Placement by Audition
The String Orchestra is open to all students in grades 5, 6, 7 and 8 who have mastered the basic
foundation of string playing as taught in Strings Exploration. Emphasis is placed on the mastery of
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daily assignments that develop technical skills, note-reading, tone quality, posture and basic
knowledge of theory. The String Orchestra performs in three major concerts each year and
participates in school events. Seventh and eighth grade students enrolled in this class are eligible to
receive honor roll credit. The grade in this class is not averaged into the GPA but may still affect honor
roll status.

Chamber Ensemble (Grades 7 & 8) - MOR0AT
Prerequisite: Placement by Audition
The Chamber Ensemble is open to select students in Grades 7 and 8 who have reached an advanced
level of proficiency on their respective instruments. These students are exposed to music literature
from various periods of music history, as well as the study of basic theory. Students enrolled in this
class will have the opportunity to participate in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association
Solo and Ensemble Festival. This group also participates in the MSBOA District and State Orchestra
Festivals. The Ensemble also prepares two major concerts each year and performs for school events
and various off-campus functions. The grade in this class is not averaged into the GPA but may still
affect honor roll status.

Dance Rotator (Grades 6-7)
This beginner dance course will focus on proper dance technique such as body placement, isolations
of the body and foot work. Students will learn classical jazz dance techniques and terminology within
the structure of a proper dance class including a warm-up, across the floor and various center
movement combinations. Students will also be collaborating with one another in the creative process
as we work to develop skills in inventing and structuring movement by creating solo and group
studies. Reading, writing, and viewing assignments inform these creative activities. Students will work
together as we continue to cultivate an environment that supports and celebrates all bodies in
motion! There is no previous dance experience required to take this course. All levels are welcome.

Full Year Dance - Level 1 (Grades 6,7,8) - MDA0BT
Prerequisite: None
This beginner dance course will focus on proper dance technique such as body placement, isolations
of the body and foot work. Students will learn classical jazz and ballet dance techniques and
terminology within the structure of a proper dance class including a warm-up, across the floor and
various center movement combinations. Students will also be collaborating with one another in the
creative process as we work to develop skills in inventing and structuring movement by creating solo
and group studies. Reading, writing, and viewing assignments inform these creative activities.
Students will work together as we continue to cultivate an environment that supports and celebrates
all bodies in motion! There is no previous dance experience required to take this course. All are
welcome.
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Full Year Dance-Level 2 (Grades 6,7, 8) - MDA0IT
Prerequisite: Jazz Dance Level I Teacher recommendation or audition only
This intermediate level dance course will take a deeper look into the foundations of jazz dance
technique. Students will focus on suspension and release, fall and recovery as well as the use of
momentum and how breath supports all of this. Dancers will explore new ways of moving in
combinations, floor work and partnering, and also in various methods of improvisation. Students will
also be collaborating with one another in the creative process as we work to develop skills in inventing
and structuring movement by creating solo and group studies. Reading, writing, and viewing
assignments inform these creative activities. Students will work together as we continue to cultivate
an environment that supports and celebrates all bodies in motion!

Honors Dance (Full Year) (Grades 6,7, 8) - MDA0AT
Prerequisite: Jazz Dance Level 2, teacher recommendation or audition only
This advanced dance course will have students engaged in both the technical and artistic training of
jazz, ballet, modern and contemporary styles of dance. Students will work to refine their dance
technique as well as explore new ways of moving both in across the floor work as well as partnering
and various methods of improvisation. Students will work on the development of dance-making skills
through composition classes and workshops that will have the students creating and choreographing
their own body of work. These various class explorations will have the students making personal
connections to oneself as well as with the greater world around them. Students will work together as
we continue to cultivate an environment that supports and celebrates all bodies in motion!

Grade 6 Theatre - MSW6DT
The Grade 6 Theatre elective guides students in an exploration of playful performance, theatre, and
public speaking. Through this work, students will develop communicative, creative, interpretive, and
interpersonal skills consistent with the Portrait of a Country Day Student. This course is divided into
three parts. The first section is devoted to short, skill-building activities designed to introduce
students to the elements of a quality public speaker. During the second part of the class, we work on
individual acting skills such as mime and voice acting. Finally, we conclude the class learning the
teamwork necessary to be a part of an acting ensemble. Students will practice team improvisation
and will participate in a culminating group acting project to learn the importance of working together
in the theatre.

Grade 7 Theatre - MXS7DT
The Grade 7 Theatre elective guides students in an exploration of playful performance, theatre, and
public speaking. Through this work, students will develop communicative, creative, interpretive, and
interpersonal skills consistent with the Portrait of a Country Day Student. This course is intended for
students who may have taken Theatre in 6th Grade or are just starting their theatrical journey. This
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course is divided into three parts. The first section is devoted to short, skill-building activities designed
to introduce students to the elements of a quality public speaker. During the second part of the class,
students incorporate their public speaking skills into acting performances. Students will perform a
monologue to practice their acting skills. Then, students will learn how to incorporate collaboration
into their performances by working on a group scene. Finally, we conclude the class with an
introduction to technical theatre by learning about set, costume, and lighting design.

Grade 7 Theatre - (Year Long)
The Grade 7 Theatre year-long course guides students in an exploration of playful performance,
theatre, and public speaking. Through this work, students will develop communicative, creative,
interpretive, and interpersonal skills consistent with the Portrait of a Country Day Student. In the first
part of the course, students dive deep into how to be a successful and effective public speaker.
Students work on the art of speech writing, as well as learn how to give an exciting and impactful
presentation. In the second part of the course, students take the public speaking skills they have
developed and transfer those into theatre performances through a series of acting projects. After their
acting projects, students dive deep into learning about all areas of technical theatre design including
costume, set, lights, sound, props, and production. Finally, students collaboratively work on creating a
small play utilizing their public speaking skills, acting experiences, and technical theatre design
interests. This culminating project requires students to utilize all the skills they have learned
throughout the year, while also allowing students the opportunity to explore the area of theatre they
are most passionate about, whether that is acting or designing.

Grade 8 Theatre - MSF8D
The Grade 8 Theatre course continues to explore all elements of theatre including theatrical design
and performance. Students will also learn about and discover the history of acting, musicals, and how
theatre has influenced our culture. Students will gain more experience as a performer through
monologue projects and scene acting performances. In addition to rehearsed performances, students
will learn about the rules and basics of improvisation to further their acting and public speaking skills.
Then, students will have the opportunity to explore an area of theatrical design that they are most
interested in through a Capstone project. At the end of the year, the class will work together to
produce, design, and perform a short play to further develop their skills as a communicator and
collaborator.

Grade 8 Advanced Theatre - MDR8RT
The Grade 8 Advanced Theatre course is intended for students who plan on taking Theatre in the
Upper School. This course is designed to guide experienced 8th-grade students in exploring the
power of narrative as they participate in public speaking and theatre projects. Also, this course is
intended to guide students in preparation for participation in Upper School Theatre productions and
acting opportunities. Through this work, students will develop communicative, creative, interpretive,
and interpersonal skills consistent with the Portrait of a Country Day Student. In the first half of the
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year, students will be focused on individual acting skills and enhancing the performer's tools (body,
voice, and imagination). Then, students will have the opportunity to continue this practice through
ensemble performances. Then, students will have the opportunity to explore an area of theatrical
design that they are most interested in through a Capstone project. At the end of the year, the class
will work together to produce, design, and perform a short play to further develop their skills as a
communicator and collaborators. All of these experiences will provide a theatrical overview to help
students determine which avenues of Theatre they are interested in pursuing further at the Upper
School.

VISUAL ARTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The Middle School visual arts department offers arts instruction for all students. In fourth and fifth
grade, all students experience art as part of the regular schedule each week. In sixth, seventh, and
eighth grade, students can choose to take a full year of art or a rotator course is offered in sixth and
seventh grade.

Classes are enriched with short videos, art reproductions, teacher demonstrations and presentations,
the Scholastic Art magazine, visiting artists, and field trips. Classes address the National Standards for
the Visual Arts as established by the National Art Education Association.

The Middle School Art Program embodies creativity in a collaborative, safe, approachable
environment. The focus is to create artists and this is done by instilling the eight Studio Habits (Studio
Thinking: The Real Benefits of Visual Arts Education, 2007).

ǁ Develop Craft

ǁ Engage & Persist

ǁ Envision

ǁ Express

ǁ Observe

ǁ Reflect

ǁ Stretch & Explore

ǁ Understand (Arts) Community

The art classroom fosters an instructional climate where students can express artistic talent, develop
creative thinking, and find multiple solutions to art problems. Through varied studio experiences, the
students gain the ability to produce, read and interpret visual symbols, and learn to evaluate their own
productions as well.
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While skill achievement and historic appreciation are stressed, emphasis on the fun and enjoyment of
learning is an important element of Middle School art education.

Art (Grade 4 & 5)
Students meet in art every other day for 45 minutes. They work on developing skills and techniques by
exploring a variety of art mediums. Art history is incorporated into the curriculum through
presentations, research opportunities, and visual references. Students learn art vocabulary including
the elements and principles of art, along with the Studio Habits of Mind. Student artwork is displayed
throughout the school, public venues, and at “Celebrate the Arts.”

Art Rotator (Grade 6 & 7) - MAW6DT
Meets: Two or three 70 minute classes a week for twelve weeks

The rotator courses include a variety of explorations that build upon the techniques and materials
presented in earlier art education. Projects explore the elements and principles of art by working with
a wide variety of mediums that are created within two- and three-dimensional space. In order to assist
with personal growth, students are encouraged to take risks and document their progress.
Throughout the year, students participate in peer-to-peer, teacher-student, and class critiques. This is
an adaptable course for artists at any skill level.

Year-Long Art & Design (Grade 6, 7 & 8) - MAR0RT
Meets: 2 to 3 days a week (70-minute classes).
The year-long course is offered to individuals who exhibit a special interest and the desire to grow as
an artist. Through in-depth two and three-dimensional projects, students will practice studio habits
that expand prior knowledge from earlier art education. Assessment of understanding, craftsmanship,
creativity, effort, and participation is held at a higher standard. In order to assist with personal growth,
students are encouraged to take risks and required to document their progress. Throughout the year,
students participate in peer-to-peer, teacher-student, and class critiques.

In an effort to help students further explore their own ideas and interests, a sketchbook is maintained
and utilized throughout the year. It is highly encouraged for students taking this course to have prior
practice of the eight Studio Habits (Studio Thinking: The Real Benefits Of Visual Arts Education, 2007).
In addition to 5th grade art, a second middle school art course is encouraged prior to taking year-long
art in 8th grade. Students who take year long art in 8th grade are exempt from the Foundations of
Studio Art course which is a required visual arts prerequisite in the Upper School.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
English (Middle School)
“Language is the blood of the soul into which thoughts run and out of which they grow.”
~ Oliver Wendell Holmes

The command of language is basic to thinking and learning in all disciplines. Language enables us to
form concepts, to organize thoughts, to communicate ideas, impressions, feelings, values, and desires.
Through language we share our experiences and share in the experiences of other people, both past
and present. Indeed, skillful use of language may be the single most important means of realizing the
ultimate goal of education: the development of informed, thinking citizens able to communicate and
function effectively.

The Detroit Country Day Middle School English program focuses primarily on the development of
reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. The program also seeks to foster the enjoyment of
language, the appreciation of literature, the expression of creativity and the development of logical,
critical thinking.

Middle school language arts teachers employ a variety of student-centered approaches to create
activities designed to further develop students’ abstract, logical, and critical thinking skills:

ǁ Independent reading projects

ǁ Student-directed literature circles

ǁ Emphasis on active reading, including directed reading activities, annotation, and reader
response journals

ǁ Use of online reading discussions to share thoughts about literature

ǁ Use of Google Docs to facilitate the writing process, particularly reader response and revision

ǁ Presentation of textual evidence in literature paragraphs and essays

ǁ Combining research evidence and personal reflection to defend a thesis

English Language Arts (Grade 4)
In English 4 students continue to develop and hone their skills in reading, writing, speaking, and
listening.

ǁ Writing Workshop: Students are given a variety of writing experiences in fourth grade to meet
many writing purposes. Students organize ideas into topics and details with the help of
graphic organizers, and write well developed paragraphs including topic and concluding
sentences with evidence. Writers complete both creative writings and analytical writings,
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considering intended audience, applying writing conventions and other elements of good
writing: word choice, voice, organization and clarity, revising and editing before publishing.
Students are guided through a five-step writing process: prewriting, writing, revising,
proofreading and finally publishing.

ǁ Grammar & Conventions: Basic grammar skills, punctuation skills and structure are taught all
year. Spelling is taught both within the writing program and through explicit lessons. Students
do most spelling exercises at home through written exercises. They follow the same schedule
for spelling each week, which makes homework an expected routine and responsibility.
Students also enrich vocabulary with Greek and Latin roots, and use these origins to develop
breadth and understanding of the origins and development of the English language. Fourth
grade students continue to improve their cursive writing.

ǁ Reading: Students address skills used for effective reading through authentic fiction novels,
non-fiction materials, and texts. Students apply explicitly taught comprehension skills, such as
inference and identifying author’s purpose, to their daily reflections on literature. Student
choice is promoted during a literature circle unit in which students choose from a
teacher-guided list of novels. They then share and analyze their chosen book with a small
group of students. In addition to daily assignments, there are several extension activities
provided in fourth grade. Read-aloud is an integral part of both the reading program and
overall growth and development, supporting reading comprehension strategies, listening
skills, character development, social studies concepts and most importantly, the love of
reading. Children are expected to read for twenty minutes every night and log their at-home
reading.

Novels: Fish in a Tree, Hunt; various book club novels Text: Wordly Wise Book 4, Educators Publishing);
Strategies to Achieve Reading Success (book D) by Curriculum Associates; Can Do Cursive-
Handwriting Without Tears

English Language Arts (Grade 5)
The primary focus of English 5 is to further develop and explore the communication skills of grammar
instruction, vocabulary, writing, reading and speaking to all audiences.

ǁ Grammar & Writing Workshop: Students explore a variety of writing genres using the five- step
writing process: prewriting, writing a rough draft, revising, proofreading and publishing. The
emphasis is to help students learn to write fluently, coherently, and correctly for a variety of
purposes and audiences. Writing is taught in a nurturing atmosphere of acceptance and
respect. Great emphasis is placed on students evaluating paragraphs for structure, mechanics,
and fluidity. Grammar skills are taught as separate lessons and reinforced through writing
lessons. Emphasis is on parts of speech, punctuation, and rule usage. Skills from lessons are
embedded in note taking, classroom literature, IXL practice, and writing projects.
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ǁ Reading Strategies: Students grow in literacy through rich, interactive and successful
experiences with excellent literature. The two major, equally important outcomes of literature
are the construction of meaning and the development of positive habits and attitudes.
Literature studies focus on literature devices, author's purpose, and abstract/inferential
messages of text. Through explicit reading strategy instruction, students will read and analyze
a variety of nonfiction and fiction. Students will also develop critical thinking skills and deepen
comprehension techniques that can be applied to a variety of genres. Students have multiple,
sustained opportunities to appreciate and learn from a wide range of literature. A variety of
approaches, including teacher read-aloud, shared reading, cooperative and individual reading,
and teacher- guided reading, are used. Extensive independent reading is also required.

ǁ Vocabulary: Vocabulary is taught throughWordly Wise and literature studies. Students find
and discuss new and interesting words in literature and evaluate the literal and figurative
meanings words can offer. Grade 5 also offers Wordmasters Analogy Competition as an
optional after school activity year round where students compete nationally in three meets.

ǁ Expectations: Homework is assigned weekly. Students should use the Canvas Calendar to
access all homework, events, and assessments. Reading daily outside of school is strongly
recommended. Assessments vary, as some are closed-book, some open, some written essays,
and some performed through IXL. Wordly Wise and STARS assessments alternate biweekly.

Texts: Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo; Hatchet by Gary Paulsen; ; choice book club novels,
and choice independent reading novels; . Vocabulary Program - Wordly Wise 3000 Book 5, Educators
Publishing; IXL Language Arts (Grade 5); Strategies to Achieve Reading Success (Book E) by
Curriculum Associates Services, 2007 Scholastic Storyworks & Wordmasters (optional).

English (Grade 6) - MEN6RT
Grade 6 English seeks to build upon the foundation in the basics of English established in the fifth
grade. The main focus of the course is the development of more thoughtful, in-depth reading, writing,
and thinking skills through the study of short stories, novels, and film. Teachers employ a wide variety
of techniques to accomplish these objectives. Directed reading activities help with prediction skills,
drawing conclusions, and reading for meaning. Independent Reading encourages students to read
literature they truly enjoy, fostering a lifetime reading habit. Dramatizations encourage students to
visualize, and therefore, gain more meaning. Students also create multimedia presentations in
response to their reading.

During the course of the year, students write poetry, essays, and an extended creative short story,
utilizing the writing process: prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. Students are
encouraged to include descriptive language, add supportive details, and include writing tricks.
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Vocabulary study stresses proper usage of words and the effective utilization of context clues both to
convey and to interpret meaning. Grammar study emphasizes parts of speech, the complete sentence,
capitalization and punctuation – elements necessary for the development of proofreading skills.
Students utilize mentor sentence study to enhance grammatical understanding.

Texts: The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl, McAnulty; Flying Lessons and Other Stories, Oh;
Locomotion, Woodson

Vocabulary Program: Membean

Writing Workshop (Grade 6) - MWW6DT
12-week, Goal-long class
In the Writing Workshop class, Grade 6 students begin to acquire the skills necessary to write
thoughtfully developed, organized prose. At the beginning of the rotator, students examine five traits
of good writing: ideas, organization, word choice, voice, and sentence fluency. From there, students
apply these traits when writing a creative character sketch that first focuses on a vivid description of
the character’s physical appearance and setting and then shows an impactful moment in time that
reveals a specific personality trait. Transitioning from the creative to analytic, students are exposed to
informational texts and practice writing persuasive paragraphs equipped with a clear topic/claim,
evidence, and reasoning to make an argument and prove a position. As an adjunct to persuasive
writing, students practice how to read a text and summarize its main idea into their own words and
own understanding. Throughout the course, students apply “magic tricks” and grammatical concepts,
including parts of speech and comma usage during the revision stages of their writing as a way to
practice skills learned in English 6.

English (Grade 7) - MEN7RT, MEN7AT
(Regular or Advanced)
In Grade 7 English, students explore a wide range of literary genres, concentrating on the short story,
novel, and play. At the beginning of the year, students focus on the basic elements of the short story
as well as various literary concepts. Students learn to recognize the structure of the story, to make
inferences, and to formulate simple statements of theme based on the resolution of conflict. In
addition, students develop independent reading skills, creating a multi-genre project presentation on
one of their novels for Independent Reading. Analytic and expository writing assignments provide the
main vehicle for the development of composition skills, although expressive writing is also explored.
Writing instruction targets the development of tighter focus, more specific language and more
sophisticated sentence structure. Vocabulary study stresses proper usage of words to convey and to
interpret meaning. Grammar instruction focuses on two fundamental areas: identification of parts of
speech and parts of the sentence. More extensive reading and analytical writing are required of
students in the honors class.
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Texts:(Regular) Flipped, Van Draanen; Best of Friends, Perfection Learning; Roll of Thunder, Hear My
Cry, Taylor; and a choice novel unit

Texts (Honors): : Flipped, Van Draanen; various short stories from Adventures for Readers, Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry, Taylor; A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Shakespeare;
Vocabulary Program: Membean

Expository Writing (Grade 7) - MEX7DT
12-week, Goal-long class
In the Expository Writing class, Grade 7 students begin to acquire the skills necessary to write
thoughtfully developed, organized essays. At the beginning of the goal, students concentrate on the
development of their writing skills through personal expressive writing, focusing on the selection of
concrete “showing” details and the use of specific language. The students then learn to apply these
writing skills to expository paragraphs, developing specific claims supported by evidence and argued
effectively. Once they have acquired a measure of skill with well-focused paragraphs, students learn to
adjust the content of individual paragraphs to write an organized essay: a “letter to the Head of
School” assignment which includes an introductory paragraph with a hook and a thesis statement,
two body paragraphs, and a conclusion with a strong clincher.

English (Grade 8) - MEN8RT, MEN8AT
(Regular or Advanced)
The primary objective of the Grade 8 English program is to develop the reading, writing, speaking, and
thinking skills students need to succeed in the Upper School English program. Literature selections
reflect age-appropriate language, style, and conflicts, and literature study emphasizes in-depth
interpretive and analytical reading. Students learn to analyze language, literary structure, and
point-of-view; make inferences and interpret meaning; and formulate statements of theme.
Throughout their reading, students focus on essential questions including “What does it mean to be
truly human?” and “How do writers use literary devices, like foreshadowing, irony, and symbolism, to
enhance the overall theme?” Each goal students practice their independent reading skills and share
responses through writing and/or oral presentations.

Students continue to develop their creative writing skills through poetry and short story assignments.
The primary focus, though, is on the further development of skills in analytical and persuasive writing.
In particular, students learn to present textual evidence to support their thesis in essays and in a
research paper.

Vocabulary study reviews roots, prefixes, as well as suffixes, and continues to stress the proper usage
of words in their variant forms, not simply definitions and synonyms. Grammar study emphasizes an
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understanding of sentence structure and the development of editing skills that students can utilize in
their writing. Through understanding clauses, students learn to create and punctuate a variety of
sentence types.

Students in the advanced course undertake more challenging reading and do more extensive,
in-depth analytical writing. Texts: (Regular) Snapshots, Perfection Learning; Crossover, Alexander; The
Giver, Lowry; The Outsiders, Hinton; Perspective Unit Choice: (Nothing But the Truth, Avi; Game
Changer, Tommy Greenwald; Salt to the Sea, Ruta Supetys)

Texts: (Advanced) The Giver, Lowry; Lord of the Flies, Golding; Macbeth, Shakespeare; Graphic Memoir
Choice (Maus, Spiegelman; Almost American Girl, Ha; Hey, Kiddo, Krosoczka); Narrative Nonfiction
Choice (Unbroken, Hillenbrand; Bomb, Sheinkin; Nazi Hunters, Bascomb)

Vocabulary Program: Membean

COMMUNICATIONS
Media Awareness Rotator (Grade 8) - MME8GT
12-week, Goal-long class; rotates with Critical Thinking and Research and Real Life
In Media Awareness, students are challenged to think about the way the media and advertisers target
them. In this project-based class, students study advertising and marketing techniques, media
manipulation, as well as social media and digital footprints. The class culminates with students
creating their own fictional company and product, developing an advertising and social media
campaign for it, and then shooting a commercial for the product.

Text: Made You Look, (chapters 1-3) Shari Graydon, Annick Press (2nd edition)

HEALTH EDUCATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The Middle School Real Life program introduces important health and developmental topics that will
allow students to become better informed, helping them to make good choices and decisions which
will have healthy, positive consequences. This curriculum emphasizes respect for self and others,
becoming aware of health and wellness, and provides coping techniques to deal with all of the
changes students go through in Middle School.

This program encourages ongoing communication between students and parents. In Grade 7 Real
Life is presented as a rotator that meets during one goal in a student’s schedule. In Grade 8 Real Life
content is presented as a rotator in the C.I.A. (Character In Action) class. Though the actual material
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may vary a bit from year to year, the topics remain much the same. Listed below are the various topics
for the current school year.

Real Life (Grade 6) - MSL6RT
In this Goal rotator course, students thoughtfully explore their own identity, learning skills to help
create the best self they can be. They also practice being an empathetic community member and
trusted friend. Students learn that identity embodies a variety of unique characteristics that make
them both stand out as well as be connected to others. Students leave the course understanding that
some parts of identity stay the same, and some parts of their identity will adapt and change over time.
Students learn about the importance of mindfulness and how to take care of their social and
emotional needs.

Real Life Rotator (Grade 7) - MRL7GT
(Rotates with World Religions and Expository Writing)
7th Grade Real Life follows the school's motto: A Sound Mind in a Sound Body. Throughout the
course, students will explore a variety of topics pertaining to mental and physical wellness. They will
learn the fundamentals of a topic before engaging in discussions and projects to apply, modify, and
reinforce their understanding. Students will also make and support claims, conduct research,
collaborate with their peers, and hone their creativity and presentation skills. The course consists of
five units:

ǁ Sound Mind (Stress, Anxiety, Depression, Self-Esteem, Body Image, Body Image Disorders,
Coping with Emotions, and Conflict Resolution)

ǁ Substance Abuse (Alcohol, Smoking, Vaping, Marijuana, Caffeine, Opioids, and Illegal Drugs)
ǁ HIV/AIDS (Transmission and Prevention)
ǁ Sound Body (Posture, Sleep, Hydration, Muscles, Connective Tissue, General Safety, Skin Care,

and Body Systems)
ǁ Nutrition (Food Groups and Labels, Macronutrients, Sodium, Allergies, Intolerances, Diabetes)

Real Life Rotator (Grade 8) - MCA8Z
(Rotates with MSE8Z – Critical Thinking and Research, Media Awareness, as part of the C.I.A. -
Character In Action - class.)

The 8th grade Real Life Curriculum, “Navigating Emotions and Relationships (NEAR),” is a
comprehensive exploration of emotional intelligence, relationship dynamics, and decision-making
skills. This program, rooted in Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT) skill building, is structured to
address the challenges inherent to adolescence, providing students with essential tools for managing
emotions, fostering interpersonal connections, and executing judicious decision-making.

The modules, delineated in Canvas and student-assigned NEAR Workbooks, systematically guide the
examination of diverse topics, encompassing Dialectics, Mindfulness, Distress Tolerance, Emotion

Page 61 II Back to Table of Contents



Regulation, and Interpersonal Effectiveness. Themes covered range from understanding Wise Mind
and Crisis Survival to mastering DEAR MAN and GIVE Skills. The overarching objective is to elevate
participants' emotional intelligence, enhance interpersonal connections, and empower them to make
informed choices.

HISTORY (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The goal of the Middle School history department is for students to develop a sound understanding
and appreciation for people, places and events that have shaped the world in which they live today.
The department also focuses on building the skills that will help prepare students for future academic
successes and civic responsibility.

The history department believes that in order to foster and reinforce academic growth a variety of
learning techniques must be utilized. Skills strongly emphasized and practiced throughout the history
curriculum are: technical reading, identifying main ideas, note-taking formats, structured paragraph
writing, interpretive analysis and oral expression. Historical information and academic skills are
explored through cooperative learning exercises, interdisciplinary activities, individual research
projects, audio-visual aids, gamification, and simulated activities. We are striving to develop students
who will be able to take factual material and apply it to formulate thoughts, ideas and conclusions of
their own.

We understand that the Middle School serves as an important transition between elementary school
and high school. We strongly believe that through the implementation of these varied teaching
strategies and applied skills, students will master the essentials to be productive learners and develop
an appreciation for history and the world around them.

Social Studies (Grade 4)
Our fourth grade curriculum begins with a study of informational text strategies. We use the THIEVES
reading strategy for identifying and interpreting features of nonfiction text and become familiar with
applying this strategy through work with Scholastic News and our Social Studies Alive! textbook. The
other main pillar of study in fourth grade is a journey through the five regions of the United States
through the lens of four social sciences — economics, geography, political science, and history.
Students focus first on the geography, government, history, economics, and culture of our home
region, the Midwest. From there, our fourth graders are introduced to each of the other 4 regions and
choose one to investigate in-depth. Learning in the 4th grade social studies class.

Text: Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country 2016
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Social Studies (Grade 5) - MHS5RT
At the fifth grade level, this course begins with teaching nonfiction through the study of the United
States geography and how it changed over time using nonfiction. Students focus on understanding
text structures, and text features, and how these help us learn various aspects of nonfiction. This
serves as a preset in early American history, from Native Americans through the American Revolution.
History lessons attempt to link past and present in ways that make sense for all students. Videos and
interactive whiteboard activities enrich the curriculum. Through Scholastic News, the children
become familiar with current events. An effort is made to integrate history into other subjects..

Global Studies (Grade 6) - MHS6RT
During the first part of the year, students are provided with foundational knowledge and tools which
enable them to begin to think like historians, geographers, cartographers and anthropologists.
Throughout the remainder of the year, students apply this understanding to the continents of the
world to become more empathetic, connected, 21st century global citizens. Through studying human
behavior and culture as influenced by adaptation to landforms, natural disasters, climate and
interaction with other nation-states, students begin to understand the world as interconnected. Their
discoveries and understandings are also applied through experiences such as the Trailblazer Project,
regional Culture Days, and the culminating capstone project, the Global Village Experience. The
course also focuses heavily on student voice, critical thinking, applying understandings, and a great
deal of teamwork and collaboration. Technology and research skills are developed in conjunction with
tangible, real-life experiences to give students a deeper comprehension. Students will leave Global
Studies with a greater understanding and appreciation of people and cultures.

OurStory: World History in Action (Grade 7) - MHS7RT
OurStory is a thematic journey that will cover time periods ranging from the classical era to modern
global hotspots. The thematic journey includes Europeanization of the Americas, Order and
Government, Revolutions, Human Rights, and Contemporary Issues As well, students will have the
opportunity to choose their historical heroes for extensive research. Throughout the year students will
focus on developing historical skills such as understanding cause and effect, bias, and perspective.
Additionally, students will continue to develop writing, note-taking and research skills. By using the
driving understanding “every action has a reaction,” students will come away with a deeper
appreciation of their personal connection to history and the role they have in shaping the future.

World Religions (Grade 7) - MHW7DT
(Rotates with Expository Writing and Real Life)
This course will explore the world’s five major religions. Religions to be explored will include Judaism,
Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Students will explore the basics of these religions
through our five keys to religious understanding: People, Beliefs, Places, Books, and Code of Conduct.
The importance of this class lies in understanding and appreciating religious diversity and recognizing
similarities, while creating ways to combat indifference and intolerance. This compliments the 7th
grade World History course because students are better able to see the religious connection to the
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rise and fall of empires, the importance spirituality plays in the lives of human beings, and the various
ways historical leaders have used religion during their reign in leadership positions. Students create a
shared scrapbook via Google Slides to showcase their learning and personal connections they make
with each religion. The end of the course culminates in students presenting their scrapbook to their
parents and writing their answer to the essential question: "How does religious understanding reduce
conflict in society?"

Critical Thinking And Research (Grade 8) - MSL8GT
This rotator course challenges students to think critically about an important topic of their choosing
and use the research process to dive in-depth on that topic and create a final project. Critical Thinking
and Research (CTR) starts with learning about the research process and how it is used in everyday life.
Then the entirety of the research process is explained and developed into skills for the students to
master. Students will spend time in the library where they learn about academic research and how to
identify expert sources. Sourcing, citations, and the process in which you find information is all
discussed and then applied to a major project that students complete at the end of the Goal. Research
is a skill that students will need for the rest of their educational career and life. This course is designed
as an introduction to skills and topics that they will need as they move forward into high school.

History Of The United States (Grade 8) - MHS8RT
The 8th grade American History course takes a chronological approach to studying the history of the
United States. Starting from Pre-Revolutionary America and ending in 1865 at the conclusion of the
Civil War, students study the physical, political, and social growth of our nation and are challenged to
find connections between our rich past and our current status. Through the study of the facts,
students are able to see the relationships between individuals, groups and ideologies that have
shaped the history of the United States. However, it is also important to present concepts that help
students to understand the cause and effect of events that have influenced the American experience.

This survey course focuses on the American Revolution, the Constitution, Westward Expansion, and
the Civil War, emphasizing the theme of revolution and what it means to be revolutionary. Students
will assess the revolutionary nature of our nation's founding documents and principles. They
additionally explore how these principles have been invoked to support both historical and
contemporary revolutions. The course focuses on paragraph writing, analysis of primary sources, note
taking strategies, analytical writing, reading comprehension, collaboration with classmates, and
multiple research-based projects.

Special activities for this course include: participating in the America and Me Essay Contest;
collaborative research based revolutionary trail through the city of Detroit; developing a research
based, constitutional supported, presentation on a 21st century social revolution; exploring the DCDS
campus through the lens of the Lewis and Clark exploration; and the interdisciplinary class trip to
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Boston. The history department views the trip as an extension of the classroom experience, so
students “feel” the history they are learning back in the classroom.

Text: U.S. History American Stories: Beginnings to 1877, National Geographic, 2018

MATHEMATICS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The Middle School Mathematics department offers a rich variety of courses to meet students'
individual needs. Emphasis is placed on applying computational skills to quantitative situations.
Within each course, technology is utilized to enrich the curriculum. It is our aim to present concepts in
a manner that engages students and enables them to think critically while developing mathematical
understandings and connections. By encouraging our students to problem solve, inquire, and reason,
our curriculum reflects the ideology of current best practices in mathematics education.

For students who complete the Middle School mathematics sequence early, Advanced Geometry and
Advanced Algebra II are offered. Students may also be enrolled in higher level high school math
courses as needed. The department provides numerous opportunities for students to compete in
mathematics contests at the school, regional, state, national and international levels.

Mathematics (Grade 4)
The fourth grade math program revisits basic algorithms, adding to the application of multiplication
and division. All students use an online game-based math fraction program called Frax by Explore
Learning. Multiplications up to two digits and division of two- and three-digit numbers are studied.
Place value, metric measurement, graphs, mental math, and problem solving are explored. Addition
and subtraction of fractions with like and unlike denominators are studied, and decimals to the tenths
and hundredths place as well. All students participate in Continental Mathematics League (CML)
competitions. Our approach and textbook are Common Core Compliant. We encourage inquiry and
understanding as well as supporting the development of skill mastery Online practice materials and
after school enrichment opportunities are offered.

Text: GO Math! Grade 5, Houghton Mifflin,2015

Mathematics (Grade 5) - MMA5RT
The fifth grade math program builds on the preceding third and fourth grade programs and
emphasizes a balance between computation and problem solving. Students practice the four basic
operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division with whole numbers, fractions, and
decimals. Twice per week, classes reinforce math computation skills through timed Mad Minutes.
Students are introduced to key concepts in geometry and measurement. The foundation of algebraic
thinking is explored through practice of variables and expressions. Students learn the importance of
applying math knowledge to real-life situations. They explore and use a variety of techniques and
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strategies for problem solving. Students use supplementary materials, including manipulatives and
math games, to enhance their learning. We encourage inquiry and understanding as well as
supporting the development of skill mastery.

Text: GO Math! Grade 6, Houghton Miffin, 2015.

Mathematics (Grade 6) - MMA6RT
The math program includes a gradual expansion of students’ knowledge of number systems. The
course emphasizes mathematical structure, development of equations, solutions to equations,
graphing, geometry, metric system, fractional numbers, decimal numbers, percents and integers.
Estimation, problem solving, and the algebraic process are key components throughout the course.

Text: Math: Course 2, McDougal Littell, 2007 and Big Ideas Math Modeling Real Life (Advanced 6), 2022.

TEACHING AND LEARNING COUNCIL
DCDS CAMPUSES & CONTACTS
MISSION
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
PORTRAIT OF A DCDS GRADUATE
EXPLANATION OF COURSE NUMBERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL
UPPER SCHOOL

LOWER SCHOOL
INTRODUCTION
MUSIC (LOWER SCHOOL)

Pre-Kindergarten 3
Pre-Kindergarten 4
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3
Piano Keyboard Instruction (Prek 4 - Grade 2)
Strings (Kindergarten-Grade 3)

THEATRE, DANCE, & COMMUNICATION ARTS (LOWER SCHOOL)
VISUAL ARTS (LOWER SCHOOL)
COMPUTER SCIENCE (LOWER SCHOOL)
HEALTH EDUCATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
LANGUAGE ARTS & READING (LOWER SCHOOL)

Pre-Kindergarten 3
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Pre-Kindergarten 4
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3 Language Arts
Grade 3 Reading

MATHEMATICS (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
Pre-Kindergarten 4
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
Pre-Kindergarten 4
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3

SCIENCE/STEM (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3

SOCIAL STUDIES (LOWER SCHOOL)
Pre-Kindergarten 3
Pre-Kindergarten 4
Junior Kindergarten
Kindergarten
Grade 1
Grade 2
Grade 3

WORLD LANGUAGES (LOWER SCHOOL)

Page 67 II Back to Table of Contents



MyWorld Cultural Explorations (Pre-K3 – Junior Kindergarten)
Spanish (Kindergarten – Grade 3)

CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (LOWER SCHOOL)
Learning Support And Tutorials

LIBRARY SERVICES (LOWER SCHOOL)
Our Values - We believe:
Our Mission - Teach, Inspire, Explore

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS (LOWER SCHOOL)
MIDDLE SCHOOL

INTRODUCTION
PERFORMING ARTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)

Blue Band (Grades 4 & 5)
Gold Band (Grade 5)
General And Vocal Music (Grade 4)
TrebleMakers Choir (Grade 4 & 5)
Campus Band (Grades 6-8)
Symphony Band (Grades 6-8) - MBD0IT
Wind Ensemble (Grades 6-8) - MBD0AT
Mixed Choir (Grades 6-8)- MCR6RT
Blue Strings (Grades 4 & 5)
Gold Strings (Grades 4 & 5)
String Orchestra (Grades 6 - 8) - MOR0BT
Symphony Orchestra (Grades 6-8) - MOR0IT
Chamber Ensemble (Grades 7 & 8) - MOR0AT
Dance Rotator (Grades 6-7)
Full Year Dance - Level 1 (Grades 6,7,8) - MDA0BT
Full Year Dance-Level 2 (Grades 6,7, 8) - MDA0IT
Honors Dance (Full Year) (Grades 6,7, 8) - MDA0AT
Grade 6 Theatre - MSW6DT
Grade 7 Theatre - MXS7DT
Grade 8 Theatre - MSF8D
Grade 8 Advanced Theatre - MDR8RT

VISUAL ARTS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Year-Long Art & Design (Grade 6, 7 & 8) - MAR0RT

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
English (Middle School)
English Language Arts (Grade 4)
English Language Arts (Grade 5)
English (Grade 6) - MEN6RT
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Writing Workshop (Grade 6) - MWW6DT
English (Grade 7) - MEN7RT, MEN7AT
Expository Writing (Grade 7) - MEX7DT
English (Grade 8) - MEN8RT, MEN8AT

COMMUNICATIONS
Media Awareness Rotator (Grade 8) - MME8GT

HEALTH EDUCATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Real Life (Grade 6) - MSL6RT
Real Life Rotator (Grade 7) - MRL7GT
Real Life Rotator (Grade 8) - MCA8Z

HISTORY (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Social Studies (Grade 4)
Social Studies (Grade 5) - MHS5RT
Global Studies (Grade 6) - MHS6RT
OurStory: World History in Action (Grade 7) - MHS7RT
World Religions (Grade 7) - MHW7DT
Critical Thinking And Research (Grade 8) - MSL8GT
History Of The United States (Grade 8) - MHS8RT

MATHEMATICS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Mathematics (Grade 4)
Mathematics (Grade 5) - MMA5RT
Mathematics (Grade 6) - MMA6RT
Advanced Mathematics (Grade 6) - MMA6AT
Pre-Algebra (Grade 7) - MMA7R
Mathematics (Grade 8) - MMA8TT
Algebra I - MMA8RT
Advanced Algebra I - MMA8AT
Advanced Geometry - MMA8GT
Advanced Algebra II - MMA0AT

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
PE (Grade 4 - 5) - MPE5RT
PE (Grade 6) - MPE6RT
PE Rotator (Grade 6) - MPE6DT
PE Rotator (Grade 7) - MPE7Z
PE (Grade 8) - MPE8RT

SCIENCE (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Science (Grade 4)
Science (Grade 5) - MSC5RT
Science (Grade 6) - MSC6RT

Page 69 II Back to Table of Contents



Science (Grade 7) - MSC7RT
Science (Grade 8) - MSC8RT
Honors Science (Grade 8) - MSC8AT

STEAM (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Introduction To STEAM (Grade 6 Rotator With Real Life and Expository Writing) - MST6GT
STEAM - Special Topics (6th Grade - Rotator Elective) - MST6GT1
Bridges, Buildings And Burroughs (7th Grade - Goal Elective) - MSTB7GT
STEAM (7th Grade - Goal Rotator Elective) - MST7GT
Yearlong STEAM (Grade 7) - MST7RT
Yearlong STEAM (Grade 8) - MST8RT

WORLD LANGUAGES (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Spanish (Grade 4 - 5)
French 6 - MFR6IT
French 7 - MFR7IT
French 8 - MFR8IT and Honors French MFR8AT
Latin 6 - MLA6BT
Latin 7/Beginning Latin 7 - MLA7IT
Latin 8 - MLA8AT
Spanish 6 - MSP6BT
Beginning Spanish 7 And/Or Beginning Spanish 8 - MSP7BT, MSP8BT
Spanish 7 - MSP7IT
Honors Spanish 8/ Spanish 8 - MSP8IT and Honors Spanish MSP8AT

CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Learning Support And Tutorials

LIBRARY SERVICES (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Our Values - We believe:
Our Mission - Teach, Inspire, Explore

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS (ATHLETICS - MIDDLE SCHOOL)
After School Programs (Grades 4 & 5)

CLUBS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
UPPER SCHOOL

INTRODUCTION
ACADEMIC GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (UPPER SCHOOL)

Credit Hour Requirements
CO-CURRICULAR GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (POINTS)

Mission Points - Athletic And Non-Athletic Options
Mission - Blue Points - Athletic Requirements
Mission - Silver Points Non-Athletic Options
National Caliber Exception
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Gold Points - Activities Requirements
White Points - Service Requirements
Service Activity Suggestions:

Visual and Performing Arts
MUSIC (UPPER SCHOOL)

Fundamentals Of Music Theory - UMU311, UMU312 (½ Credit)
Ap Music Theory (Honors) - UMU413H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Advanced Music Performance Practicum - UMU421, UMU422 (½ Credit)
Foundations of Instrumental Music, Band - UBD 113 (1 Credit)
Concert Band - UBD 413 (1 Credit)
Jacket Big Band - UBD403H (1 Credit)
Honors Woodwind Quintet - UBD503H (1 Credit)
Honors Wind Symphony - UBD423H (1 Credit)
Concert Choir - UCR 413 (1 Credit)
Concert Orchestra - UOR413 (1 Credit)
Foundations Of Instrumental Music, Orchestra - UOR113
Honors Chamber Music Ensemble - UOR403H (1 Credit)
Honors Symphonic Strings - UOR443H (1 Credit)

THEATRE, DANCE & COMMUNICATION ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Dance Foundations - UDN111 , UDN112 (½ Credit)
Dance Foundational Movement - UDN 211/212 (½ Credit)
Dance Performance Studies - UDN 221 , UDN 222 (½ Credit)
Dance Repertory Ensemble - UDN413 (1 Credit)
Advanced Dance Practicum - UDN 433 (1 Credit)
Dance Directed Study - UDN 513 (1 Credit)
Foundations Of Film Making - UFM 211, UFM 212 (½ Credit)
Intermediate Filmmaking - UFM 221, UFM 222 (½ Credit)
Acting Technique For Film I - UFM 231, UFM 232 (½ Credit)
Acting Technique For Film II - UFM 241, UFM 242 (½ CREDIT)
Acting Studio for Film UFM 343 (1 Credit)
Film Directed Mentorship - UFM 311, UFM 312 (1/2 Credit)
Film Studio Productions - UFM 323 (1 Credit)
Film Independent Study - UFM 421, UFM 422 (1/2 Credit)
Advanced Film Studio Production - UFM 423H (1 Credit)
Film Portfolio Development - UFM 431H (½ Credit - First Semester Only)
Advanced Acting Studio For Film - UFM 443 (1 Credit
Communications In A Digital World - UCM 201, UCM 202 (½ Credit)
Forensics - UCM 221 (½ Credit)
Debate - UCM 222 (½ Credit)
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Theatre Production I: Theatrical Design - UTH 121, UTH 122 (½ Credit)
Movement for Theatre UTH 232 (½ Credit)
Theatre Production II: Theatrical Design - UTH 221, UTH 222 , (½ Credit)
Technical Theatre Studio - UTH 323 (1 Credit)
Studio Theatre Ensemble - TH413 (1 Credit)
Advanced Theatre Performance Practicum - UTH443
Advanced Theatre Design Practicum - UTH453
Theatre Directed Study - UTH513 (1 Credit)

VISUAL ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Foundations Of Studio Art - UAR 101, UAR 102 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Drawing - UAR 111, UAR 112 (½ Credit)
Advanced Drawing - UAR 211, UAR 212 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Painting - UAR 171, UAR 172 (½ Credit)
Advanced Painting - UAR 271, UAR 272 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Ceramics - UAR 121, UAR 122 (½ Credit)
Advanced Ceramics - UAR 221, UAR 222 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Sculpture - UAR 131, UAR 132 (½ Credit)
Advanced Sculpture - UAR 231, UAR 232 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Photography - UAR 141, UAR 142 (½ Credit)
Advanced Photography - UAR 241, UAR 242 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Computer Graphics And Digital Photography - UAR 161, UAR 162 (½ Credit)
Advanced Computer Graphics And Digital Photography - UAR 261, UAR 262 (½ Credit)
Mixed Media Exploration - UAR 321, UAR 322 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Jewelry And Metals - UAR 151, UAR 152 (½ Credit)
Advanced Jewelry And Metals - UAR 251, UAR 252 (½ Credit)
Introduction to Fashion Research & Design - UAR 191, UAR 192 (½ Credit)
Advanced Fashion Research & Design UAR 291, UAR 292 (½ Credit)
Directed Study - UAR 411, UAR 412 (½ Credit)
Portfolio Development - UAR 441, UAR 442 (½ Credit)
IB Studio Art - UAR 451H, UAR 452H (½ Credit)
AP Art and Design (2D, 3D and/or Drawing) - UAR 443H (1 Credit)
AP Art History - UAR 463H (1 Credit)

ENGLISH (UPPER SCHOOL)
Literature, Speech, Composition & Grammar (Freshman English) - UEN113, UEN113H (1 Credit)
American Literature And Composition (Sophomore English) - UEN213, UEN213H (1 Credit)
Creative Writing - UEN303 (1 Credit)
Literature & Composition: World Literature (Honors) - UEN313H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Narrative Techniques In Literature And Film - UEN323 (1 Credit)
Composition And Literary Form - UEN333 (1 Credit)
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Humanities - UEN343 (1 Credit)
Love, Money, And The Pursuit Of The American Dream In 20th Century American Literature -
UEN353 (1 Credit)
American Diversity, American Identity - UEN373 (1 Credit)
Contemporary Multicultural Voices - UEN383 (1 Credit)
Advanced Studies In Creative Writing - UEN401/403 (1/2 Credit)
Literature & Composition: Survey Of English Literature (Honors) - UEN413H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
The American Novel - UEN443 (1 Credit)
Our Authentic Selves - UEN453 (1 Credit)
Crime, Corruption, Systems, And Cycles - EN463 (1 Credit)
British Literature – Novels And Drama - UEN473 (1 Credit)
Monarchs and Monsters - UEN483 (1 Credit)
Science Fiction - UEN503 (1 Credit)
Mythology In Contemporary Literature: The Hero’s Journey - UEN523 (1 Credit)
Short Fiction - UEN543 (1 Credit)
Literature & Composition: The Antihero in Literature and Drama (Honors) - UEN553H (AP) (1
Credit)
Rhetoric, Composition, Innovation And Creativity - UEN573H (1 Credit)
Introduction To Theory Of Knowledge - UEN583H (1 Credit)
Literary And Cultural Perspectives On Sports - UEN613 (1 Credit)

HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (UPPER SCHOOL)
History Courses

Ancient And Non-Western World - UHS 113 (1 Credit)
Ancient And Non-Western World - UHS113H (1 Credit)
Modern World History - UHS 223 (1 Credit)
Modern World History (Honors) - UHS223H (1 Credit)
European History AP (Honors) - UHS233H (AP) (1 Credit)
American History 1861-Present - UHS313 (1 Credit)
The History Of American Warfare - UHS373 (1 Credit)
United States History AP (Honors) - UHS313H (AP) (1 Credit)
Struggle For Rights: The Equal Experience In America - UHS323 (1 Credit)
History Of The Americas IB - UHS333 (1 Credit)
20th Century American Foreign Policy - UHS343 (1 Credit)
Great Trials in Recent American History - UHS423
African-American History - UHS363 (1 Credit)
History Of Detroit - UHS512 (½ Credit)
Independent Study In History - UHS511, UHS512 (½ Credit)

Social Sciences
Economics & Sustainability - USS422 (½ Credit)
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Introduction To Microeconomics - USS441 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Macroeconomics - USS442 (½ Credit)
AP US Government & Politics (Honors) - USS473H (1 Credit)
American Government - USS471, USS472 (½ Credit)
Entrepreneurial Problem Solving - USS532 (½ Credit)
21st Century Global Issues - UHS492 (½ Credit)
AP Seminar: Global Studies- USS513H (1 credit)
Sports Psychology - SS 452 (½ Credit)

MATHEMATICS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Algebra I - UMA103 (1 Credit)
Geometry Essentials - UMA113 (1 Credit)
Geometry - UMA123 (1 Credit)
Geometry (Honors) - UMA123H (1 Credit)
Intermediate Algebra - UMA213 (1 Credit)
Algebra II - UMA223 (1 Credit)
Algebra II (Honors) - UMA233H (1 Credit)
Statistics - UMA311 (½ Credit)
Finite Mathematics - UMA312 (½ Credit)
Precalculus - UMA313 (1 Credit)
Precalculus IB - UMA323 (IB) (1 Credit)
Precalculus (Honors) - UMA333H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Statistics AP (Honors)- UMA343H (1 Credit)
History Of Math 1 - UMA351 (½ Credit)
History Of Math 2 - UMA352 (½ Credit)
IB Mathematics: Applications And Interpretations - UMA443 (1 Credit)
Calculus - UMA413 (1 Credit)
AB Calculus - UMA423 (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
BC Calculus (Honors) - UMA433H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Discrete Mathematics (Honors) - UMA511H (IB) (½ Credit)
Linear Algebra (Honors) - UMA522H (IB) (½ Credit)
Number Theory (Honors) - UMA531H/UMA532H (IB) (½ Credit)
Advanced Topics In Math (Honors) UMA542H (IB) (½ Credit)
Multivariable Calculus (Honors) - UMA551H (½ Credit)
Further Mathematics (Honors) - MA572H (½ Credit)
Advanced Linear Algebra And Its Application To Multivariable Calculus And Differential
Equations (Honors) - UMA552H (½ Credit)
Differential Equations (Honors) - UMA561H (½ Credit)

SCIENCE (UPPER SCHOOL)
Life Sciences
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Health Education UHE131, UHE132 (½ Credit)
Introductory Biology - UBY113 (1 Credit)
Biology - UBY123 (1 Credit)
Biology (Honors) - UBY123H (1 Credit)
Anatomy And Physiology - UAN343 (IB) (1 Credit)
Introduction to Neuroscience - UBY343 (1 Credit)
Human Genetics - USC311 (½ Credit)
Cell Biology - UBY431, UBY432 (½ Credit)
Microbiology And Parasitology - USC332 (½ Credit)
Stan-X Research in Genetics - UGE412 (½ Credit)
Psychology AP (Honors) - UBY443H (1 Credit)
Biology AP (Honors) - UBY423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Advanced Topics in Psychology I - UBY541H (1/2 Credit)
Advanced Topics in Psychology II - UBY542H (1/2 Credit)

Chemistry and the Environment
Chemistry In The Community - UCH223 (1 Credit)
Chemistry - UCH213 (1 Credit)
Chemistry (Honors) - UCH223H (1 Credit)
Geology - USC371 (½ Credit)
Oceanography - USC382 (½ Credit)
Organic Chemistry (Honors) - UCH323H (1 Credit)
Environmental Science AP/IB (Honors) - USC423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Chemistry AP (Honors) - UCH423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)

Physics and Engineering
Physics - UPH313 (1 Credit)
Physics (Honors) - UPH313H (IB) (1 Credit)
Astronomy (Stars And Galaxies) - UPH321 (½ Credit)
Astronomy (The Solar System) - UPH322 (½ Credit)
Engineering I - USC391, USC 392 (½ Credit)
Engineering II - USC 392 (½ Credit)
AP Physics C (Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism) (Honors) - UPH423H (AP) (1 Credit)
Theoretical Physics I (Advanced) - UPH531H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Theoretical Physics II (Advanced) - UPH532H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Intro To Astrophysics I (Advanced) - UPH541H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Intro To Astrophysics II(Advanced) - UPH542H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Stellar Astrophysics (Advanced) - UPH551H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Independent Study in Science - USC531H/USC532H (ADV) (½ Credit)

Computer Science
Intro To Programming - UCS111, UCS112 (½ Credit)
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Introduction To Python - UCS141, UCS142 (½ Credit)
Introduction To C - UCS231, UCS232 (½ Credit)
Introduction To Game Development Using Python And Pygame - UCS241 / 242 (½ Credit)
Intermediate Programming & Data Structures - UCS321, UCS322 (½ Credit)
Computer Science A - UCS433H (AP) (1 Credit)
Advanced Topics In C++ - UCS441/UCS442 (½ Credit)
Independent Study in Computer Science - UCS4611H/UCS462H (ADV) (½ Credit)

WORLD LANGUAGES (UPPER SCHOOL)
French Level I - UFR113 (1 Credit)
French Level II - UFR123 (1 Credit)
French Level II (Honors) - UFR123H (1 Credit)
French Level III - UFR233 (1 Credit)
French Level III (Honors) - UFR233H (1 Credit)
French Level IV - UFR343 (1 Credit)
French Level IV (Honors) - UFR343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Quebec: History, Culture And Traditions - UFR451 (½ Credit)
French Level V - UFR453 (1 Credit)
AP French Language & Culture V (Honors) - UFR453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
German Level I - UGR113 (1 Credit)
German Level II - UGR123 (1 Credit)
German Level III (Honors) - UGR233H (1 Credit)
German Level IV (Honors) - UGR343H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
AP German Language & Culture V (Honors) - UGR453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Latin Level I - ULA113 (1 Credit)
Latin Level II (Honors) - ULA123H (1 Credit)
Latin Level III (Honors) - ULA233H (1 Credit)
Latin Level IV (Honors) - ULA343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Latin Level V (Honors) - ULA453H (AP) (1 Credit)
Spanish Level I - USP103 (1 Credit)
Spanish Level II - USP123 (1 Credit)
Spanish Level II (Honors) - USP123H (1 Credit)
Spanish Level III - USP233 (1 Credit)
Spanish Level III (Honors) - USP233H (1 Credit)
Spanish Level IV - USP343 (1 Credit)
Spanish Level IV (Honors) - USP343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Latin American History, Culture And Traditions - USP451/452 (1/2 Credit)
Spanish Level V - USP453 (1 Credit)
AP Spanish Language & Culture V (Honors) - USP453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Chinese I - UMC113 (1 Credit)
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Chinese II (Honors) - UMC123H (1 Credit)
Chinese III (Honors) - UMC233H (1 Credit)
Chinese IV (Honors) - UMC343H (1 Credit)
AP Chinese Language & Culture V (Honors) - UMC453H (1 Credit)

ADVANCED COURSES OF STUDY (UPPER SCHOOL)
Upper School Advanced Placement Program (AP)

CONSERVATORY OF FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Introduction
A College Preparatory Approach
Student Qualifications For The Conservatory

Conservatory Of Dance (Upper School)
Vision
Student Expectations
Student Requirements

Conservatory Of Filmmaking (Upper School)
Vision
Student Expectations
Course Requirements - Production Track
Course Requirements - Performance Track
Additional Requirements For Both Tracks:

Conservatory Of Fine Arts (Upper School)
Vision
Student Expectations
Student Requirements

Conservatory Of Music (Upper School)
Vision
Student Expectations
Student Requirements

Conservatory Of Theatre (Upper School)
Vision
Student Expectations

GLOBAL SCHOLAR PROGRAM (UPPER SCHOOL)
Requirements/Audit Form

CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (UPPER SCHOOL)
College Counseling Program (Upper School)
Grade 9
Freshmen Acceleration Program UID111
Grade 10
Grade 11
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Grade 12
Learning Support, Tutorials, And Study Halls (Upper School)
Library Services (Upper School)

.

Advanced Mathematics (Grade 6) - MMA6AT
This demanding Grade 6 course is for the students who have not only excelled in mathematics but are
able to think critically and apply the concepts to related topics. Students are presented new concepts
in a more abstract manner requiring the use of the algebraic process to determine solutions. Core
Grade 6 topics are integrated throughout the course. Enrollment is determined by recommendation
based upon the departmental criteria.

Text: Math: Course 2, McDougal Littell, 2007 and Big Ideas Math Modeling Real Life ( Advanced 6),
2022.

Pre-Algebra (Grade 7) - MMA7R
This course emphasizes solving equations algebraically, thereby strengthening arithmetic skills and
developing the necessary, traditional pre-algebra concepts. Work with positive and negative rational
numbers, variables and exponents is stressed. Elementary geometry concepts are studied,
emphasizing the metric system and the application of geometric formulas. Number theory, graphing
and word problems are also studied. Spreadsheets and graphing data, utilizing computers, are
coordinated with the science department.

eText: Prealgebra, 9th edition. Published by Pearson (January 7, 2024) © 2025. Elayn Martin-Gay.

Advanced Pre-Algebra (Grade 7) - MMA7AT
In the advanced course, the approach is more abstract and theoretical than in the regular pre-algebra
course. The same traditional pre-algebra topics are presented as in the Grade 7 Pre-Algebra course. In
addition, more in-depth emphasis is placed on number theory, graphing equations, functions,
strategies for solving word problems, exponents, real numbers, varied base numbers, geometry and
elementary algebra. The algebraic method is used in equation solving throughout the year.
Enrollment is determined by recommendation based upon the departmental criteria.

eText: Prealgebra, 9th edition. Published by Pearson (January 7, 2024) © 2025. Elayn Martin-Gay.

Mathematics (Grade 8) - MMA8TT
This is a course for those students who will benefit from additional pre-algebra mathematics before
taking Algebra I. Emphasis is placed on strengthening arithmetic skills, introducing geometric
concepts and providing the student with a stronger understanding of the properties of the number
system. Topics are taught so that their relationship with algebraic concepts is stressed. Special
emphasis is placed on providing the students with opportunities to be successful in mathematics.
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Topics studied in depth include operations with integers and rational numbers, equations, problem
solving, area and volume, and graphing. The goal of this course is to provide a smooth path from
arithmetic to algebra and from the visual world and arithmetic to geometry.

Text: Algebra Readiness, Prentice Hall, 2010.

Algebra I - MMA8RT
(Fulfills one high school credit)
This high school level course is designed for those students who have mastered the topics discussed
in Pre-Algebra. Both the structure of algebra and the development of computational problem-solving
skills are stressed. The course of study includes working with real numbers, equations and inequalities,
systems of equations, coordinate geometry, quadratic equations, polynomials and rational equations.
Throughout the course, topics are integrated and reviewed. Graphing calculators, supplied by the
department, are used in relation to the course work.

Text: Algebra 1, Larson Boswell, 2022.

Advanced Algebra I - MMA8AT
(Fulfills one high school credit)
In this advanced course, more in-depth work is assigned and more rigor required. The same topics
covered in Grade 8 Algebra I are studied and integrated. Additional topics that are often just
introduced in an Algebra I course and then expanded in the Upper School mathematics courses may
also be studied. Such topics could include probability and statistics, sequences, permutations,
combinations and others. Graphing calculators, supplied by the department, are used in relation to
the course work. Enrollment is determined by recommendation based upon the departmental
criteria.

Text: Algebra 1, Larson Boswell, 2022.

Advanced Geometry - MMA8GT
(Fulfills one high school credit)
This advanced level course is for those Middle School Students who have successfully completed the
Advanced Algebra Course. The geometry concepts are introduced visually, analytically, inductively and
deductively. The course integrates topics from both algebra and geometry. Emphasis is placed on the
development of logical reasoning with the mathematical systems studied. The basic postulates and
theorems of Euclidean geometry are developed and the concept of formal proof is studied in depth. In
addition to the traditional topics of geometry, basic concepts of logic, set theory, groups and graph
theory are studied.

Texts: Geometry, Moise Downs, 1991.
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Advanced Algebra II - MMA0AT
(Fulfills one high school credit)
This course is for those students who have successfully completed the Advanced Geometry course. It
is a demanding second year algebra course with emphasis on preparing the student for the Advanced
Placement program in mathematics and/or the International Baccalaureate syllabus. Course content
includes properties of the real number system, solving equations and inequalities,solving systems of
equations, relations and functions, quadratic relations and systems, graphing functions and relations,
polynomials and polynomial functions, exponential and logarithmic equations, sequences and series,
permutations, combinations and probability, analytic geometry, basic statistics, matrices, and the
study of transformations.

Text: Algebra and Trigonometry, Pearson Addison-Wesley, 5thEdition 2012.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The mission, philosophy and purpose of the Detroit Country Day Middle School physical education
program reflect the school’s motto ―Mens Sana in Corpore Sano (a sound mind in a sound body). The
Middle School physical education program strives to develop within each student an understanding of
how to achieve and maintain a sound mind in a strong body. The Middle School physical education
program also strives to challenge students to achieve their individual potential, while encouraging the
attainment of lifetime skills and health and wellness values.

Desired goals of the middle school physical education program are:

ǁ An appreciation of fitness as a lifetime pursuit

ǁ The development of a diligent work ethic

ǁ A commitment to teamwork

ǁ The integrity to play by the rules and exhibit good sportsmanship

ǁ The development of a positive self-image and a respect for others

ǁ To build an understanding of personal responsibility for one’s fitness and health

ǁ The ability to win graciously and lose with dignity

ǁ To develop and maintain a tradition of excellence

ǁ To maintain a safe athletic environment

The physical education and athletic departments present the “Corpore Sano: Elite Achiever” Award to
Grade 6, 7 and 8 students who attain elite achievement in interscholastic athletics and physical
education. To be eligible for the yearly award, students must meet the criteria set forth in the areas of:
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ǁ Athletic Sport Participation - Successful completion of more than the minimum
interscholastic / on campus sport requirement for each grade level

ǁ Individual Fitness Testing – An average of the 85th percentile in the Mile Run, Pacer, Shuttle
Run, Pull-Ups, Push-Ups and Sit- Up tests based on gender and age

ǁ Written Component – Short written narrative (100 words or more) describing how Middle
School interscholastic sports and physical education have made an impact on their lives.
Students are to focus their essay on at least one of the four tenets of the Middle School Honor
Covenant

PE (Grade 4 - 5) - MPE5RT
The school motto, Mens Sana In Corpore Sano (A Sound Mind in a Sound Body) is the cornerstone of
the Middle School physical education program. The hallmark of this approach is a nurturing,
non-competitive learning environment that allows students to experience the joy of efficient
movement in a non-threatening setting. Students are able to explore a wide range of activities that
encourage the development of gross motor coordination, visual motor coordination, muscle strength,
endurance and social skills.

Students are evaluated on effort, behavior and maturity in fundamental movement patterns. These
movement patterns are the foundation elements of the movements that must be performed in sports,
dance and recreational activities. The program objective is to have all students approaching a mature
(efficient) movement pattern in locomotor and manipulative skills. Low-organized games are used to
enhance development of manipulative skills, problem solving and sportsmanship.

Instructional units include traveling, volleying, dribbling, catching, kicking, throwing, striking with
implements, jumping and landing, dance, educational gymnastics and project adventure.

Grade 4-5

ǁ Specialized sport skills

ǁ Lead-up sports games and activities

ǁ Precise fitness program

ǁ Fitness testing

PE (Grade 6) - MPE6RT
The structured physical education curriculum includes an in-depth fitness evaluation of each student
in the fall and retesting of each student in the spring of each school year. Students are evaluated on
their health-related fitness levels in four test areas: cardiovascular endurance, muscle strength, and
agility. The students complete a battery of tests that include: mile run, pacer test, shuttle run, sit-up,
pull-ups, push-ups.
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Instructional units include Project Adventure (climbing), soccer, flag football, field hockey, ultimate
Frisbee, cross country, basketball, gymnastics, volleyball, team handball, floor hockey, track and field,
softball and paddle tennis. Various Competitive Sport units incorporate a “Sport Education Model”
which requires students to participate as referees. Participation in this “Sport Education Model”
encourages students to be successful, enthused and committed to doing better for themselves and
their team.

Scores, statistics, pictures and articles are posted on the physical education bulletin board. Units are
grouped by skill and students are able to transfer the skills they are learning across the curriculum.

Students do receive a mark in Grade 6 physical education but are evaluated on their health related
fitness scores, sport skill achievements, climbing initiatives, behavior, attitude, industry, organizational
skills and leadership ability.

PE Rotator (Grade 6) - MPE6DT
(Rotates with Art - MAR6DT)
The structured physical education curriculum includes an in-depth fitness evaluation of each student
in the fall, communication of the student’s fitness profile with the student’s parents, recommended
exercise programs and retesting of each student in the spring of each school year. Students are
evaluated on their health-related fitness levels in four test areas: cardiovascular endurance, muscle
strength, agility and flexibility. The students complete a battery of tests that include: mile run, pacer
test, shuttle run, sit-up, pull- ups, push-ups..

Instructional units include Project Adventure, flag football, field hockey,ultimateFrisbee, basketball,
volleyball, team handball, floor hockey, track and field, and paddle tennis. Units are grouped by skill
and students are able to transfer the skills they are learning across the curriculum.

Students do receive a mark in Grade 6 physical education but are evaluated on their health related
fitness scores, sport skill achievements, climbing initiatives, behavior, attitude, industry, organizational
skills and leadership ability.

PE Rotator (Grade 7) - MPE7Z
Students are evaluated on their health-related fitness levels in four test areas: cardiovascular
endurance, muscle strength, and agility. The students complete a battery of tests that include: mile
run, pacer test, shuttle run, sit-up, pull-ups, push-ups.

Instructional units include badminton, ultimate Frisbee, and flag football.

The rotator curriculum is a continuation of the Project Adventure Ropes Course Climbing Curriculum.
The Grade 7 initiatives are more advanced and conclude with climbing on the high elements. They

Page 82 II Back to Table of Contents



include climbing walls two, three and five, the high wall, climbing into the eagles nest, completing a
blindfold climb, a 360 degree spin to the cargo net and mastering self-belaying techniques.

PE (Grade 8) - MPE8RT
Students are evaluated on their health-related fitness levels in four test areas: cardiovascular
endurance, muscle strength, and agility. The students complete a battery of tests that include: mile
run, pacer test, shuttle run, sit-up, pull-ups, push-ups.

The competitive sports education curriculum includes instructional units in various competitive
games such as ultimate Frisbee, flag football, basketball, badminton, volleyball, wiffle ball, team
handball, floor hockey and tennis.

The second goal curriculum includes a continuation of the Project Adventure Ropes Course Climbing
Curriculum. The Grade 8 initiatives are more advanced and conclude with jumping from the high
trapeze which hangs from the ceiling. Additional initiatives include climbing walls two, six and seven,
the ceiling climb, various spins into the cargo net, a single and double rope climb, and the dangle do
challenge.

Students do receive a mark in Grade 8 physical education but are evaluated on their health related
fitness scores, sport skill achievements, climbing initiatives, behavior, attitude, and leadership ability.
Students may elect to receive athletic credit for successful participation in this class.

SCIENCE (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The intent of the Middle School science curriculum is to engage Middle School students in a wide
variety of topics and to provide a meaningful context for their science education at a personal, local,
and global level. All classes are student-centered with an emphasis on science process skills and
hands-on, minds-on activities. Cooperative learning is used extensively in the classroom and students
are challenged to think critically as well as creatively. Students at all levels will develop reading and
writing skills for the content area through the use of relevant and current resources from a variety of
sources and will implement technology to aid in their understanding and application of topics.

Science (Grade 4)
Grade 4 science offers students a year of in-depth exploration of topics in earth science, physical
science, and life science. At the end of each unit, students use the knowledge and understanding
they have gained to complete a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics)
project that allows for deeper investigation. Fourth Grade scientists explore the world around them by
first investigating the role of plants. In this first unit of study, students focus on making observations
and asking investigative questions. Students then move on to a study of how organisms interact with
each other through our unit on ecosystems. In this unit, students develop and use models, analyze
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and interpret data, and construct explanations. Students continue to use these skills in their study of
energy. Air and weather are the culminating units in Grade 4 science. Within these units, students
gather information from experiments and other resources to provide evidence and construct scientific
explanations.

Science (Grade 5) - MSC5RT
Grade 5 science offers students a year of in-depth exploration of topics in earth science, physical
science, and life science. At the end of each unit, students use the knowledge and understanding
they have gained to complete a STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) project
that allows for deeper investigation. Fifth Grade scientists explore the world around them by first
investigating our changing Earth. In this first unit of study, students develop and complete
experiments, make observations, and develop questions to further their understanding of how rocks
are formed and classified. Students then move on to a study of the human body. Students develop
and use models, analyze and interpret data, and construct explanations as they complete the
following units of study: digestion and respiration, circulation and excretion, and muscles, bones, and
nerves. Flight and space exploration are the culminating units in Grade 5 science. Within these units,
students focus on obtaining, evaluating, and communicating information using evidence collected
from experiments, text, simulations, and models.

Science (Grade 6) - MSC6RT
The theme of the 6th grade science curriculum is “Our Impact on the World”. Students will use an
inquiry-based approach to consider how human actions impact topics such as water quality, human
health, and food safety. All classes will participate in the Salmon in the Classroom program, directly
applying concepts to a real-world project. In addition, students will become community scientists by
using resources from the Rouge Education Project to study bioindicators of the environment while
utilizing the natural areas on campus and beyond in place and project based activities. Skills threaded
throughout the year include: using evidence to make inferences, qualitative and quantitative
observations, classification, data analysis, modeling, research, organization, critical thinking, and
argumentation.

Science (Grade 7) - MSC7RT
The unifying theme for the Grade 7 curriculum is “Our Moving World.” Students will explore the
concepts related to forces, Newton’s Laws of Motion, Astronomy, and energy. Students will learn how
speed, acceleration, forces, gravity, and energy are involved in their daily lives. Scientific processes are
further developed and implemented during class activities and projects. Students will design and
complete their own projects both individually and within groups. Students will learn to think critically
about science, using a claim, evidence, and reasoning format. In addition, the 7th grade students will
participate in the Rouge River Education Project.

Science (Grade 8) - MSC8RT
The unifying theme for the Grade 8 science curriculum is “What Makes Up the World Around Us?”
where students explore the building blocks of life and the environment. Topics studied include
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climate change, density, weather and natural disasters, atoms and molecules, and an introduction to
genetics. Students also participate in project-based learning activities regarding environmental issues.
As these topics are studied, current issues are discussed, with an emphasis on the student’s role in the
world and an individual’s right to make choices that impact others. Coursework becomes increasingly
independent to ensure students are prepared for the rigor of the Upper School.

Honors Science (Grade 8) - MSC8AT
Prerequisite: Teacher recommendation
Recommended Grade 8 students may elect the Honors Science course, which encompasses three
distinct units: Chemistry, Forensic Science, and Climate Change. This curriculum is designed to
provide a comprehensive introduction to fundamental concepts in chemistry and biology, along with
essential laboratory procedures. The course incorporates hands-on lab experiments that complement
theoretical content, enabling students to gather and analyze data through a range of laboratory
techniques. Emphasis is placed on experimentation, exploration, collaboration, and guided inquiry.
Students are challenged to develop skills in independent note-taking, problem-solving through
experimental design, and researching current scientific topics.

STEAM (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, art and math. The mission, philosophy and
purpose of the Detroit Country Day Middle School STEAM education is to foster a learning
environment in which students solve problems and create new designs using concepts and skills from
math, science and technology and integrating the Design Thinking Process.

Introduction To STEAM (Grade 6 Rotator With Real Life and Expository Writing) - MST6GT
STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, arts and math. Students focus on developing
problem solving, creativity, coding and technology skills through a variety of STEAM activities. The
objective of this course is to introduce a learning environment where students explore ideas and solve
problems using concepts and skills from math, science and technology. Students will learn how to
think outside the box to imagine different solutions to various problems and they will practice being a
little messy and uncomfortable in their problem solving. In developing solutions to the design
challenges, students will be asked to code using online programs such as Scratch, Sphero and
TinkerCAD. The foundation of our learning environment will be The Engineering Design Cycle.

STEAM - Special Topics (6th Grade - Rotator Elective) - MST6GT1
STEAM is for students who enjoy creative thinking, hands-on building, solving problems, and learning
to use new technology. In STEAM, we explore different areas of engineering while creating new
designs, using a variety of technology including 3D printing, computer programming, and robotics.
6th Grade STEAM rotator will provide similar topics to the Intro to STEAM rotator, but with
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opportunities for more in-depth exploration of topics and technology. The STEAM Rotator is a

project-based class and is adaptable to all levels of technical ability from beginner to experienced.
Bridges, Buildings And Burroughs (7th Grade - Goal Elective) - MSTB7GT
Bridges, Buildings and Burroughs( “B cubed”) is a STEAM elective for students who enjoy creativity,
hands-on projects, and exploring the world around them with an emphasis on architecture, city
planning and engineering in this Goal rotator. Students will investigate and solve real-world
problems as they collaboratively create a city prototype designed to meet specific needs and
challenges. Students who take this elective will have the option to submit an entry into the Future
City competition in late winter. This STEAM rotator is a project-based class and will build on concepts

and skills students practiced in the Intro to STEAM course in sixth grade.

STEAM (7th Grade - Goal Rotator Elective) - MST7GT
STEAM is for students who enjoy creative thinking, hands-on building, solving problems, and learning
to use new technology. In STEAM, we explore different areas of engineering while creating new
designs, using a variety of technology including 3D printing, computer programming, and robotics.
7th Grade STEAM rotator builds on the ideas introduced in the 6th-grade Introduction to STEAM but
includes a wider range of topics, technology, and opportunity to explore concepts in depth. The
STEAM Rotator is a project-based class and is adaptable to all levels of technical ability from beginner
to experienced. This course may be taken in conjunction with Full Year STEAM.

Yearlong STEAM (Grade 7) - MST7RT
This course builds on the ideas introduced in 6th grade Introduction to STEAM but involves greater
complexity and challenge. The intent of 7th grade STEAM is to provide opportunities for students to
explore engineering and design with a wide variety of technologies, including 3D printing, computer
programming, and robotics.. With the in-depth study enabled by a yearlong course, students will gain
expertise in design and engineering skills that will permit more independent and individualized
project development through the course of the year.. 7th Grade STEAM may include field trips, guest
speakers, and participating in local or national competitions relevant to STEAM based topics

Yearlong STEAM (Grade 8) - MST8RT
This course builds on the ideas introduced in Introduction to STEAM but involves greater complexity
and challenge than prior STEAM courses. The intent of 8th grade STEAM is to provide opportunities for
students to explore engineering and design with a wide variety of technologies, including 3D printing,
computer programming, and robotics.. With the in-depth study enabled by a yearlong course,
students will gain expertise in design and engineering skills that will permit more independent and
individualized project development through the course of the year, culminating in a final design
project based on each student’s interest. 8th Grade STEAMmay include field trips, guest speakers, and
participating in local or national competitions relevant to STEAM based topics.
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WORLD LANGUAGES (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The majority of Middle School students study at least one world language, providing them the
opportunity to broaden their horizons. Students benefit from a deeper appreciation for other cultures,
increased career opportunities, more satisfying travel and developing a better understanding of one’s
own language.

The fourth and fifth Grade World Language class touches on while preparing students for future
language study. In the sixth through eighth grade classes, all skills of language acquisition are
targeted: reading, listening, speaking and writing in conjunctionwithculturebynativeor near-native
speakers. In French and Spanish, grammar and vocabulary are introduced in practical,
comprehensible everyday situations. In Latin, the focus is directed towards morphology, syntax,
semantics and culture via age-appropriate readings, allowing students to make strong and
meaningful connections with English.

The learning experience goes beyond the classroom, as we go on a variety of local excursions
including the Kelsey Museum of Archeology and the DIA. There is also the opportunity to join the
festivities during National Language Week, which vary from year to year. Activities include dance
performances and instruction as well as art displays. Throughout the year, the Latin and French Clubs
provide interested students opportunities to explore culture on a deeper level. Latin students attend
the Michigan Junior Classical League Conference. In addition, students participate in competitive
National Exams sponsored by the American Classical League, the American Association of Teachers of
Spanish and Portuguese and the American Association of Teachers of French.

The language program is integrated into the curriculum and is considered a full academic class.
Successful completion of the Middle School language program fulfills the first year requirement in the
Upper School.

Spanish (Grade 4 - 5)
Introductory topics and activities include Spanish around us, cognate recognition, and exploration.
High frequency verbs and Special Person interviews are included in the curriculum. Topics include
days of the week, weather, seasons, dates, holidays, birthdays, music, dance, and celebrations in the
Spanish-speaking world. Other themes include: My Family and me, My Clothes, My Meals, My Home
and Where I Live. Hispanic Heritage Month Activities are also a highlight. The primary method of
instruction is comprehensible input.

Texts: Materials provided by teacher

French 6 - MFR6IT
Prerequisite: None.
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This course introduces vocabulary and structures for communication and conversation. Students will
learn greetings, numbers, dates, time, weather, common school objects, and family. We will introduce
pronouns and ER verbs and how to form and answer questions.

Texts: Materials provided by teacher.

French 7 - MFR7IT
Prerequisite: Department recommendation (based on Grade 6 performance and assessment).
Expansion of the student’s language experience is the primary goal of this course. Students study a
wide variety of grammatical concepts including common prepositions, the various uses of the definite
and indefinite articles, and the common contractions with articles, possessive adjectives, common
adjectives, and irregular verbs. Vocabulary themes include rooms in the house, names of places, and
how to give directions. The final unit includes vocabulary for sports, musical instruments, pets and the
family. Students are encouraged to express themselves entirely in French during class time.

Texts: Materials provided by teacher.

French 8 - MFR8IT and Honors French MFR8AT
Grammar points include: verbs that add an accent in certain forms, the conjugation of –ir and –re
verbs, and how to form imperatives. Students review regular adjectives, the patterns for several
irregular adjectives and how to form the comparisons. . An important portion of the year is dedicated
to the past tense for regular and irregular verbs and which auxiliary verb to use. Students also read a
short spy mystery novel entirely in French. Throughout the year, the emphasis is on students
expressing themselves exclusively in French. Themes are centered on sports, technology and travel.

Texts: Materials provided by the teacher.

Latin 6 - MLA6BT
This course introduces the formal study of Latin. The general objective is for the student to be able to
read, write, understand and translate Latin and to recognize and apply grammatical concepts. Part of
learning Latin is to understand the language as communication of ideas and values of Roman culture
and how it served as a foundation of Western culture. Through word study, students will realize the
practical application of Latin, as a significant percentage of English vocabulary originates from it..
Studying Latin bases, prefixes and suffixes will increase English vocabulary skills. It will also serve as a
strong foundation for those students who wish to study French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese or
Romanian during their academic career.

Reading material is the source for all vocabulary. Grammar study includes first, second and third
declensions of nouns and adjectives in all cases. Additionally, the indicative and imperative action of
all four conjugations of verbs in the active voice is explored. Analytical skills will be sharpened as Latin
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is a highly inflected language. Reading material and culture are ideal vehicles for improving the
critical thinking of students of all ages while they learn about Roman history and daily life.

Texts: Suburani, Hands Up Learning, 2020. Additional materials provided by the teacher.

Latin 7/Beginning Latin 7 - MLA7IT
Prerequisite: Latin 6
This course serves as a continuation of Beginning Latin. Objectives include reading, writing and
translation proficiency while recognizing and applying grammatical concepts.

Reading material is the source of all vocabulary. Grammar study includes first, second and third
declensions of nouns and adjectives in all cases and genders. Other topics include the indicative and
imperative action of all four conjugations of verbs in the active and passive voice.

Personal, demonstrative and relative pronouns and adverbs are introduced. Students study various
aspects of Roman civilization: history, daily life and mythology. Critical thinking will help students
analyze, synthesize and evaluate text and predict an outcome.

The word study portion of the class teaches students word formation and derivation of English words
from Latin, showing the interrelationship between the two.

Texts: Suburani, Hands Up Learning, 2020. Additional materials provided by the teacher.

Latin 8 - MLA8AT
Prerequisite: Latin 7
This course serves as a continuation of Intermediate Latin. The general objectives are for the student
to be able to read, write, understand and translate Latin, and to recognize and apply grammatical
concepts.

Reading material is the source of all vocabulary. Grammar introduces students to irregular verbs in all
tenses, passive voice in all tenses, interrogative and demonstrative pronouns, comparisons, relative
clauses, participles and the principles of word formation. The political structure of the Roman
Republic is studied and related to modern governments. The reading material and grammatical
exercises are also used as a basis for critical thinking activities in which students analyze, synthesize
and evaluate text and predict outcomes.

Texts: Texts: Suburani, Hands Up Learning, 2020. Additional materials provided by the teacher.

Spanish 6 - MSP6BT
This course is an introduction to the Spanish language and culture of Spanish-speaking people
around the world. The emphasis is on conversation, pronunciation, reading and writing for
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communicative purposes. Students begin to acquire basic grammatical structures as they study
vocabulary associated with age-appropriate everyday topics. These include, but are not limited to,
greetings and introductions, the weather, school materials and subjects, likes and dislikes, and
physical/personality descriptions. Students who begin Spanish in Grade 6 will have the opportunity for
in-depth study of the language and culture over three years, promoting long-termmastery of Spanish
language skills. Providing they continue successfully through three years of Middle School study, they
will be prepared for second-year language study in the Upper School.

Texts: Materials provided by the instructor.

Beginning Spanish 7 And/Or Beginning Spanish 8 - MSP7BT, MSP8BT
Prerequisite: Must be in Grade 7 or 8
Students begin to speak, read, write and comprehend the Spanish language on a fundamental level.
Communication of relevant ideas and meanings in real life situations allows for students to
understand grammar inductively. As the year progresses, previously introduced concepts reappear,
allowing for repetition and enhancement of student learning. Native pronunciation is stressed as well
as different regional dialects. Vocabulary emphasis: greetings, telling time, weather, numbers, parts of
the body, classroom objects, the calendar, hobbies, descriptive adjectives, -ar,-er, and –ir verbs in the
present tense, location, and food. Students learn to communicate as they participate in paired and
small group activities, write short essays and role play real life situations.

Grammar focus: Subject pronouns including tú and Usted and vosotros vs. Ustedes, gender and
number, definite and indefinite articles, the present tense of regular and irregular verbs such as ser,
hacer, tener and ir, direct object pronouns, noun and adjective agreement, definite and indefinite
articles.

Texts: Materials provided by the instructor.

Spanish 7 - MSP7IT
Prerequisite: Beginning Grade 6 Spanish
This class is a continuation of Beginning Spanish from Grade 6. Emphasis is placed on culture as well
as the Spanish language. Intense review is offered along with the introduction of new material.
Vocabulary and grammatical themes include: food, utensils,-er and –ir verbs, ser, tener, hacer,
possessive adjectives, locations in the community, activities, family and pronunciation of consonants.
Additionally, students explore cultural aspects such as the quinceañera celebration and Day of the
Dead.

Texts: materials provided by the instructor

Honors Spanish 8/ Spanish 8 - MSP8IT and Honors Spanish MSP8AT
Prerequisite: Beginning Spanish and must be in Grade 8
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Spanish 8 is a course designed for those who have successfully completed Grade 7 Spanish. Students
continue to develop their skills by revisiting previously learned concepts while acquiring more
complex grammatical structures. Grammar topics include: SABER vs. CONOCER, SER vs. ESTAR
Review, the present progressive, and the preterite of regular verbs.

Themes include sports, technology and travel. Students strive for novice high-intermediate low level
proficiency. The class is conducted mostly in Spanish in a conversational setting. Students refine their
skills in the four modalities: Reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Texts: Materials provided by the instructor

CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Learning Support And Tutorials
The Middle School Learning Support Consultant runs the Learning Support Program (LSP). The
Learning Support class is staffed by grade level faculty, and provides individualized, academic support

aligned to the core curriculum for designated students. In addition, many tutorials are offered after

school on a regular basis; days will be announced in the Weekly Bulletin. Tutorials with specific
teachers can be set by appointment either just before or just after school. Homework supervision will
be assigned after school as needed. Students may also see a teacher or be assigned to study skills
assistance during a common unscheduled period or selected FLEX (Featured Learning Experience)
periods.

LIBRARY SERVICES (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Our Values - We believe:

ǁ That intellectual freedom is a fundamental right for all.

ǁ That literacy is an essential skill across all platforms and disciplines.

ǁ That reading for personal information and enjoyment leads to lifelong learning.

ǁ That respect for intellectual and creative property is everyone’s responsibility.

Our Mission - Teach, Inspire, Explore
From students conducting research or quietly reading to faculty members working collaboratively
with the librarian, , the Library is a hub of activity in the Middle School. The Library is staffed by a
professional librarian, and it is open to all students before, during, and after school. Students draw
from a continually growing, diverse collection of print and digital materials, and Destiny Library
Catalog gives access to the library’s print collection as well as to Sora ebooks. The Middle School
Library Canvas course and website provides access to online reference databases from multiple
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vendors, which offer thousands of expert resources. Additionally, the DCDSReads Library website is an
extensive resource for students, faculty and parents who are looking for great books to read.Special
programs such as a book fair, visiting authors, and other book-related activities help students further
develop their love of reading. The librarian also provides professional development on the use of new
resources and technology and speaks to teachers and parents about technology and teens.

A crucial mission of the Library program is to collaborate with each department to support the
curriculum. All students are given “just-in-time” instruction to meet their academic needs, and
instruction focuses on several areas:

Reading – Through book talks, displays, reading lists, emails about new books and special programs,
students frequently hear about and see books that may be of interest to them.
Research skills and information literacy – Students are taught how to use print and digital resources
effectively and how to decide which resources are created by experts. .
Responsible use of resources – Students receive instruction on the importance of giving credit to
their research sources, how to create a list of works cited, how to avoid plagiarism, and how to use
technology and all resources responsibility.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS (ATHLETICS - MIDDLE SCHOOL)
Students in Grade 7 are required to successfully complete one season of athletic participation each
year. Students in Grade 8 are required to successfully complete two seasons of athletic participation
each year. One of the athletic sport activities must be an on- campus interscholastic sport. The second
sport requirement may be satisfied by participating in an intramural or non-team sport or physical
education class.

The Middle School athletic program is designed to provide every student an opportunity to participate
at his/her appropriate level, offering competitive and intramural options.

Please refer to the website (www.dcds.edu) for current sports offerings

After School Programs (Grades 4 & 5)
PM Enrichment classes are optional after school activities offered for Grades 4 & 5, to meet the
growing interests of children beyond the normal academic day. There are three eight-week sessions
which meet during the fall, winter, and spring, Tuesday through Friday, for one hour. Registrations are
sent electronically to parents one week before the start of each session, and are honored on a
first-come, first-served basis and space availability. Certain activities, such as art, may be limited to
participation in one session only.
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CLUBS (MIDDLE SCHOOL)
The Clubs program is designed to offer socialization, as well as to allow students to explore interests,
discoverpassions, and develop responsibility. Students may select from among competitive, academic,
athletic, craft, artistic, hobby, performance and service options.

Please refer to the website (www.dcds.edu) for detailed information.
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UPPER SCHOOL
INTRODUCTION
Detroit Country Day School offers academic programs that contribute to the liberal arts education of
students. Symposia and assemblies on current societal issues, and theatre, art and musical
enrichment programs serve to stimulate the mind and provide a variety of experiences in the
educational process. By designing additional intellectual, ethical, aesthetic, and social activities
beyond the classroom, students learn to think in several arenas of knowledge and to apply a tough,
discriminating intellect to the information they obtain.

Each teacher utilizes CANVAS to post assignments and materials for students as part of a planned
approach toward teaching and learning. Teachers must display sound pedagogical practices and
evidence classroom preparation.

For students, it is axiomatic that assessment is an integral part of the instructional process.
Assessment may take many forms, including project or inquiry based assessments, research, written
work, presentations, collaborative work, in-class oral examinations, and written examinations.
Assessments require students to demonstrate a course perspective and to reflect on acquired
knowledge. Students prepare for two-hour midyear and final examinations and or final projects in the
11th and 12th grades; this comprehensive assessment is necessary for a proper education as well as
preparation for college/university practices.

Detroit Country Day School is also committed to the psychological, social, athletic, and aesthetic
development of the student. To this end, students are required to earn White Points for service to
others, Gold Points for activities, Blue Points/Mission Points for athletics and for fine and performing
arts credit. The point system ensures student involvement and self-growth. The school believes that
this goal of total involvement leads to the complete realization of individual potential.

ACADEMIC GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Students must satisfy academic and co-curricular (athletic / nonathletic, skill development and
self-discovery, and service and volunteerism) requirements for graduation.

Academic Graduation Requirements

ǁ Arts(Visual/Perf) - 1 year*

ǁ English - 4 years
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ǁ Health - ½ year (freshmen)

ǁ History - 3 ½ years (through Amer Gov)

ǁ Mathematics - 3 years (including through Algebra II)

ǁ Communications - ½ year (sophomores)

ǁ Science - 2 years (1 life science/1 physical science)

ǁ World Language - 3 years (through Level III)

*One-half credit is required of students who enter in Grades 10, 11, or 12. AR101/AR102 must be
completed by the end of sophomore year.

Credit Hour Requirements
All students must be enrolled in a minimum of five courses each semester. A student who fails to
meet the following minimum course credit requirements may be dismissed from the school.
Freshmen (5.5 credits); sophomores (11.5 credits); juniors (16.5 credits); seniors (22.0 credits)

CO-CURRICULAR GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (POINTS)
ǁ Mission - 8 points (athletic and non-athletic options)

ǁ Blue - 4 points minimum (athletic)

ǁ Silver - Mo minimum (non-athletic activity)

ǁ Gold - 8 points (activities such as clubs which develop skills and self-discovery)

ǁ White - 8 points (service, 5 hours of volunteerism/service to others are required for each white
point)

Mission Points - Athletic And Non-Athletic Options
(Required over 4 years; students must earn a total of 8 mission points. 4 mission points must come
from blue point athletic activities. The remaining 4 mission points may be earned from blue (athletic)
and/or silver (non-athletic team activity).

Mission - Blue Points - Athletic Requirements
(Required over 4 years; students must earn one blue point per year in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.) All
physically able students in grades 9-12 are required to participate in athletics. One blue point is
awarded for each season of athletic participation and must be satisfied by participation on a DCDS
sponsored interscholastic sport team. An off-campus sport not offered by DCDS or national caliber
sport (see below) may also qualify for a maximum of 1 point per year and must meet committee
approval. An interscholastic sport team is defined as a school funded athletic team representing
Detroit Country Day School that competes against other high school teams. A season is defined as
commencing with the first day of required try-outs or practice, encompassing all subsequent games
and practices, and concluding with the team banquet following the final game or meet. Students are
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expected to attend their team’s practices and games, unless expressly excused by the athletic director
upon a physician’s medical recommendation.

Mission - Silver Points Non-Athletic Options
A mission point can also be earned by participating in other after school non-athletic team activities
(e.g. theatre productions, debate, forensics, science fair, robotics) which meets on a daily basis at a
time when a student would otherwise participate in the athletic program. A national caliber activity
(see below) may also qualify for a maximum of 1 point per year and must meet committee approval.

Off-campus sport not offered by DCDS Exception (Blue point credit)
Students may request to participate in an off-campus sport (not offered by DCDS) for blue point credit
by submitting an online application form (located in the student portal) by August 15 for fall or winter;
or January 1 for spring.

National Caliber Exception
(Blue or Silver point credit)
Students who excel in a particular sport or activity may request exemption by submitting an online
application form (located in the student portal) by August 15 for fall or winter; or January 1 for spring.
Students must provide proof of the following: 1) evidence of national or international ranking
equivalent to Olympic level or similar in your sport/activity; 2) evidence of participation in national or
international level competition; 3) outline, in detail, a typical daily and weekly training and competition
schedule.

Gold Points - Activities Requirements
(Required over 4 years; students must earn two gold points per year) The gold point requirement
emphasizes skills development and self-discovery and may be earned for each semester of
participation in a club or activity. 80% attendance is required. The Clubs Program allows students to
explore interests, discover passions, and develop responsibility. Students may select from among
competitive, academic, athletic, artistic, performance and service options.

White Points - Service Requirements
(Required 10 hours of service per year of Upper School attended = total of 40 hours of service) The
white point requirement encourages students to develop an understanding of the importance of
“giving back” to their communities – school, local, state, national and global. It provides opportunities
for students to learn how a single person, small group and/or large organization can make a
difference, and to experience how completing selfless service improves one’s own life. White points
may be earned through approved on-campus and off-campus service activities. Service hours may be
completed during the summer vacation and are applied to the following year (example: hours
completed during summer of 2024 are applied to service record of 2024-25 school year). Summer
service hours must be submitted by September 30 of the year completed. All summer hours are
recorded as off-campus hours, except for those activities held at DCDS (i.e. summer camps). Students
may not “pay hours forward”, and hours must be submitted during the year they were completed.
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Unpaid labor does NOT qualify as community service; hours must be completed with a nonprofit,
charitable organization. Students will submit hours using the MobileServe platform.

Requirements by grade:

● 9th and 10th grade students may complete all of their hours through on-campus projects. They are
also welcome to complete service by participating in activities off-campus, but they are not required
to do so.
● 11th grade students must complete a minimum of 3 off-campus hours.
● 12th grade students must complete a minimum of 5 off-campus hours.

Service Activity Suggestions:
On-Campus: Admissions Host (6 hours max), Open House, Peer Tutor, Elected Position (5 hours),
Athletic Assistant, Usher, Junior Jackets.
Off-Campus: Food Bank (Gleaners, Forgotten Harvest), Soup Kitchens (Capuchin, Crossroads, Detroit
Rescue Mission) Organizations (Summer in the City, Lighthouse, Grace Center of Hope, Cass
Community Social Services), Oakland County Foster Closet.
A student who fails to meet the minimum point requirements at the end of the school year will be
denied all privileges normally accorded to the student’s grade until the deficiency is made up. By the
end of the first semester, seniors are required to have completed the required semester gold point
and full-year white point service hours to qualify for senior project.

Visual and Performing Arts
MUSIC (UPPER SCHOOL)
The ancient Greek philosopher, Plato, extolled the benefits of music on the human being. He said:
“Education in music is most sovereign because more than anything else rhythm and harmony find
their way to the inner soul and take the strongest hold upon them, bringing with them and imparting
grace if one is rightly trained.” Detroit Country Day School values music as an important part of a
young person’s development. Musical involvement has been shown to improve a student’s
self-discipline, dexterity, coordination, self-esteem, thinking skills, listening skills, creative ability, and
personal expression. In addition, many colleges view participation in the arts and music as a valuable
experience that broadens students’ understanding and appreciation of the world around them.
Detroit Country Day School recognizes the important role musical instruction can play in a student’s
life and commits to numerous opportunities for student participation.
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Our primary goal is to provide excellent musical experiences through performance in instrumental
(orchestra and band) and choral music. These groups participate in the Michigan School Vocal Music
Association and Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association festivals. We also emphasize
individual growth by encouraging additional private study and participation in solo and ensemble
festivals. Students are encouraged to continue their study of music through music history and theory
classes. We provide our students with knowledge of our musical past, music of other cultures, and the
mechanics and form of music. Emphasis is on performance, as well as the study of the intellectual,
aesthetic, historical, and emotional aspects of music.

Fundamentals Of Music Theory - UMU311, UMU312 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
Students will learn how to read notes in multiple clefs, read rhythms in both simple and compound
meters, sight-sing using solfege, and how to build triads and seventh chords. Students will be graded
based on in class assignments, homework, quizzes and tests.

Ap Music Theory (Honors) - UMU413H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Fundamentals of Music Theory OR placement test
Students will gain an in-depth understanding of standard chord progressions, voice leading, harmony,
form and counterpoint. Students will explore solfege and its relation to harmony and 18th and 19th

century counterpoint. Other topics covered include melodic, harmonic and rhythmic dictation,
sight-singing, and figured bass analysis.

Advanced Music Performance Practicum - UMU421, UMU422 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval
Students have the opportunity to work with the instructor to create personal music goals to achieve in
an independent study environment. This class is intended for those that wish to deepen their musical
knowledge in a particular area i.e. musical composition, song writing, instrumental or vocal
techniques, or even to prepare for recitals and college auditions.

Foundations of Instrumental Music, Band - UBD 113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: None
This course is an exploration of the various instruments used in Band. This course is intended for
students who have never played a musical instrument or are returning after a long period of time
away from music or for a student who would like to explore a different set of instruments. The basics
of reading sheet music and elements of music theory will be covered in this course. For a student who
progresses rapidly within the first 4 weeks, there is a possibility of being asked to join Concert Band.

Concert Band - UBD 413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: At least 1 year instruction on a musical instrument.
The Concert Band plays three major concerts a year, performs at all home football games, at the
commencement ceremony, and participates in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association
festivals. Members are graded on class participation, daily preparation, concert performance, Smart
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Music Assignments,and in-class playing tests. Students will develop the fundamental skills on their
instrument necessary to perform the highest level literature available to a young high school band.

Jacket Big Band - UBD403H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval
The Jacket Big Band is an auditioned-based jazz ensemble that performs multiple concerts and
performances throughout the year. The group performs at school concerts as well as gigs outside of
school. Past performances have included Cliff Bell's Jazz Club in Detroit and Zal Gaz Grotto in Ann
Arbor. The Jacket Big Band is a zero-hour class and will meet Wednesday mornings from 8:15- 9:00 am
and every Tuesday and Thursday during lunch. Members will be graded on class participation, playing
assignments, discussion topics, and in-class playing tests. Students will learn multiple styles of jazz
music (swing, blues, latin, etc.) and learn both basic and advanced improvisational techniques.

Honors Woodwind Quintet - UBD503H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval
This will be an advanced course and will require students to form chamber groups and work in an
independent study environment. Instructors will be available during class to help guide the chamber
groups through the rehearsal process. These chamber groups will perform at school concerts, outside
gigs and events, solo and ensemble festival and other events and concerts that may come up
throughout the course of the school year. Grades will be based on both individual and ensemble
recordings, rehearsal skills and performances.

Honors Wind Symphony - UBD423H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval

[ Description coming soon]

Concert Choir - UCR 413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: None
The Upper School Concert Choir performs outstanding choral literature from the Renaissance to the
modern period, representing diverse genres and cultures. A cappella and accompanied music in three
or more parts is performed. In each rehearsal, students learn the fundamentals of healthy and proper
vocal technique, as well as how to incorporate these techniques in an ensemble. Students learn the
basics of music theory, literacy, and sightreading. Annual highlights include holiday caroling,
performances at three annual concerts, Celebrate the Arts and the annual MSVMA Choral Festival.
Students are also given the opportunity to participate in many extracurricular choir opportunities,
including the MSVMA Region and All-State audition process and the MSVMA Vocal Solo and Ensemble
Festival. The Concert Choir is open to all students who are interested in singing.

Bella Voce - UCR403H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval
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Bella Voce is a by-audition-only performing group that performs challenging music, most of which is a
cappella. Singers in Bella Voce have been members of the MSVMA State Honor Choir and have
consistently earned Superior and Excellent ratings at regional and state-level competitions. The
members of the Bella Voce are expected to learn the difficult repertoire from memory, which means
that they can focus on ensemble and interpretation, and bring the music to life and immediacy. Bella
Voce performs extensively for the school and community, alone and as part of the Upper School
Concert Choir, at events including holiday caroling, three annual concerts, Celebrate the Arts, and the
annual MSVMA Choral Festival. Students in Bella Voce are also required to audition for the MSVMA
Region and All-State Choir and participate in the MSVMA Vocal Solo and Ensemble Festival. Bella
Voce meets during Office Hours and two lunches each week and members are expected to also enroll
in Concert Choir.

Concert Orchestra - UOR413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Played string instrument (violin, viola, cello or bass for a minimum of two years.)
The Concert Orchestra is offered to all violin, viola, cello, and bass students. The orchestra plays two
major concerts a year, the commencement ceremony, performs at Celebrate the Arts, and participates
in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra and Solo and Ensemble festivals. Members of the
orchestra are graded on in class participation, weekly practice assignments requiring 70 minutes of
practice per week, in-class playing tests, and concert performance. Members may also perform in the
Symphony Orchestra (a collaboration of selected members of Orchestra and Concert Band).

Foundations Of Instrumental Music, Orchestra - UOR113
Prerequisite: None
This course is an exploration of the various instruments used in the Orchestra. This course is intended
for students who have never played a musical instrument or are returning after a long period of time
away from music or for a student who would like to explore a different set of instruments. The basics
of reading sheet music and elements of music theory will be covered in this course. For a student who
progresses rapidly within the first 4 weeks, there is a possibility of being asked to join the Concert
Orchestra.

Honors Chamber Music Ensemble - UOR403H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: By audition
The Honors Chamber Music Ensemble is a small ensemble of four to eight instrumentalists and meets
three times per week. Students learn about different genres of chamber music and the performance
practice of each genre studied. The ensemble(s) perform two school concerts per year, MSBOA Solo
and Ensemble Festival and travel off campus for charitable performances for major organizations in
the Southeastern Michigan area. Some performances include the CATCH Night of Champions, Rose
VIP Reception and the Friends' Ball to benefit Ascension Providence Hospitals.

Honors Symphonic Strings - UOR443H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition AND Instructor Approval
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[ Description Coming Soon ]

THEATRE, DANCE & COMMUNICATION ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
The Theatre, Dance & Communication Arts Department offers students the opportunity to explore
their creativity in a nurturing and supportive setting. Each course engages students in technique
exploration, practical performance opportunities and a research component reflective of our global
cultural community.

Dance Foundations - UDN111 , UDN112 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: None
Students will develop their individual knowledge, skills, abilities, behaviors, and attitudes in relation to
the world of dance, their own unique identity, and the world around them through the perspective of
dance. Focus will be given to learning various dance techniques, basic dance history, and expressing
one’s self through movement. Students will discover their own movement potential and expand
respect of self and others through the practice of studio etiquette, various class structures, and
audience participation.

Dance Foundational Movement - UDN 211/212 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UDN 111 or UDN 112
Foundational movement studies is a semester-long course in which both experienced and
non-experienced explore movement patterns and basic skill development, as well as choreography
and improvisational movement. Emphasis is placed on individuals experiencing the positive effects of
mind body connections made through movement. The semester culminates in an in depth project in
which the dancers are asked to inform, create and reflect upon a topic of their choice.

Dance Performance Studies - UDN 221 , UDN 222 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UDN 211 or UDN 212
Performance studies is a semester-long course in which students will have the opportunity to build on
technical dance skills, work with guest artists and learn choreography to be performed at our spring
dance showcase. Although dance experience is not required, a disciplined approach to learning
material is expected. A strong emphasis is placed on goal setting, both individually and as a group and
accomplishments are celebrated.

Dance Repertory Ensemble - UDN413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UDN 221 or UDN 222 AND instructor approval.
The disciplined dance student may elect to audition for the Repertory Dance Ensemble, a year-long
course in which students further strengthen their skills in contemporary dance forms through
developing and performing repertoire of a variety of dance idioms. In addition to working with guest
choreographers, students are encouraged to experience and analyze choreographic elements and
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work collaboratively and/or individually on work that is presented at our annual spring dance
showcase. Dancers may also be invited to perform at multiple events throughout the year.

Advanced Dance Practicum - UDN 433 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UDN 413 AND instructor approval.
This course will be a technique and performance-based class that will challenge students to become
well-rounded dancers in numerous dance genres. Dancers will be exposed to a wide variety of
additional styles and introduced to local artists that study and teach these dance techniques. Dancers
will use the traditional class etiquette for each genre and utilize standard rehearsal and performance
practices.

Dance Directed Study - UDN 513 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UDN 433 AND Instructor Approval
Imagine, create, and share your vision of dance with the world. A theoretic and applied study of the
basic elements of choreography will be introduced and explored through the creation of original
works. Choreography will be approached through the exploration of resources including
improvisation, use of ideas, knowledge of forms, and development of the craft. Students will learn to
critique dances through the workshop process by observing, reflecting, discussing, evaluating, and
making recommendations for revision. The culminating class project will be to collectively produce a
dance production and incorporate such elements as costumes, lighting, original music, props, sets,
and professional staging. Students will also learn to imaginatively use technology to support their
dances and personal choreographic process.

Foundations Of Film Making - UFM 211, UFM 212 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: None
Foundations of Filmmaking is a course that will introduce and develop an appreciation for the science
and art of filmmaking, and the skills and techniques necessary to work collaboratively to produce
compelling film products. Students will also learn how to communicate with peers and in front of a
group in a professional and effective manner.

Lectures, exercises, discussions and examples in all processes of filmmaking are explored. Camera,
lighting, and sound techniques are discussed. Use of computer software (student choice) to create
film projects is practiced.

Intermediate Filmmaking - UFM 221, UFM 222 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Students Foundations of Filmmaking – UFM 211/212
This semester course is designed to enhance appreciation for the science and art of filmmaking, as
well as introduce new skills and techniques necessary to produce stronger student film projects.

Acting Technique For Film I - UFM 231, UFM 232 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: None
This course introduces students to acting techniques and exercises that prepare them for on-camera
work. The work and teachings of Stanislavski, Chekhov and other master teachers will be explored.
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Practical experience working as cast members for film projects will be balanced with individual
monologue work.

Acting Technique For Film II - UFM 241, UFM 242 (½ CREDIT)
Prerequisite: UFM 231 or UFM 232
This course explores intermediate acting techniques and exercises that challenge students further for
on-camera work. The work and teachings of Stanislavski, Chekhov and other master teachers will be
more deeply explored. Practical experience working as cast members for film projects will be
balanced with individual monologue work.

Acting Studio for Film UFM 343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UFM 241 or UFM 242
This full-year acting course explores advanced acting techniques and exercises that challenge
students beyond just on-camera work. Students will continue to work on the teachings of
Stanislavski, Chekhov, and other master teachers while exploring the writer and director within
themselves. Practical experience working as a cast member for film projects will be balanced with
individual monologue work and partner scene work. Students will also write monologues and scenes
for practical use.

Film Directed Mentorship - UFM 311, UFM 312 (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: UFM 221 or UFM 222 and Instructor Approval
The best way to learn is to teach. In Directed Study for Film, students will mentor younger film
students through the coursework and projects of Foundations and Intermediate Filmmaking. It is
intended for serious film students looking for an opportunity to grow in a more flexible environment.
Students will gain invaluable experience managing departments or entire production teams. They will
answer questions, demonstrate techniques and offer advice.

Film Studio Productions - UFM 323 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Instructor Approval
This full year course is designed to prepare students for college-level film studies. Students will be
immersed in technique building exercises and projects that not only inspire creativity but also require
problem-solving skills. While building upon the strong foundational prerequisites, FSP will challenge
students further with the writing of working screenplays, advanced camera work and editing
techniques, and the stretching of students' comfort levels in areas of weakness.

Film Independent Study - UFM 421, UFM 422 (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: Instructor Approval
This course will be designed based on the students’ needs, abilities and experience. It is intended for
conservatory film students with possible aspirations for film in higher education. Students will balance
their time between screenwriting, working on independent films, and mentoring younger film
students.
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Advanced Film Studio Production - UFM 423H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Film Conservatory Students Only
This course is the capstone for film conservatory students only. This course focuses heavily on the
pillars of strong filmmaking: story structure, screenwriting, camera work, lighting, sound, and editing.
Students will be required to work on projects in their declared major, minor and in an identified area
of needed growth. The creation of original film work to be submitted for adjudication in film contests
is a requirement. The use of a Macintosh computer is required (we have a limited Mac editing suite) as
is demonstrating proficiency with the editing software Final Cut Pro X.

Film Portfolio Development - UFM 431H (½ Credit - First Semester Only)
Prerequisite: Film Conservatory Seniors Only
This course is for senior conservatory film students only. The course will be designed based on the
students’ needs, abilities and experience. The focus will be preparation for college admission,
including essay writing, applications and reel work. Students will also prepare their portfolio for
Celebrate the Arts.

Advanced Acting Studio For Film - UFM 443 (1 Credit
Prerequisite: Acting Techniques for Film II FM241/242 AND Instructor Approval
This year-long capstone course emerges students in advanced acting techniques for on-camera work.
Students will continue to study the masters while applying the techniques to both original
screenplays and published work. Students in this course will also study story structure and
screenwriting. Throughout the year, acting students will write various length screenplays and
monologues for production. Students in this course will also learn directing techniques and will direct
a short film as their final project.

Communications In A Digital World - UCM 201, UCM 202 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
The course objective is to train the student in practical methods for development and delivery of the
informative and persuasive public speech, including theoretical bases for speech development,
composition and delivery. Exercises and applications include extemporaneous and impromptu
speaking; information, persuasion, and introduction speeches; and speeches with visual aids. Students
will be evaluated by the instructor as well as by other students. Discussions cover topics such as
listening, contemporary speech makers, and proper audience behavior. Skills required for
development of the public speech, such as expository writing style and research methods, have cross
applications to other core courses. In addition, speaking before an audience prepares the student for
collegiate and business presentations. This course meets the communication requirement for
graduation.

Forensics - UCM 221 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
The course objective is to provide students with the skills necessary to express ideas through public
speaking and literary performances. The course will be modeled after the competitive forensic activity
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but students are not required to compete as a part of the course. Students will have the opportunity
to learn the skills of informative and persuasive speaking including both composition and delivery of
presentations. Students will also learn the skills involved in the oral interpretation of literature. The
focus of interpretation skills will be on proper choice of literature, interpretation of author’s intent
along with physical and vocal performance of literature. In addition, performing before an audience
provides students with skills and confidence that are necessary outside of the classroom. This course
meets the communication requirement for graduation.

Debate - UCM 222 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
The course objective is to provide students with the skills necessary to express ideas through
analytical debate and argumentation. Although the course will teach some of the aspects of
competitive academic debate, students are not required to compete as a part of the course. Students
will have the opportunity to learn how to analytically approach the subject of communication through
constructive argument. Assignments will focus on the oral presentation of a variety of argumentative
forms including political debates, academic debates, Lincoln-Douglas style debates and other forms of
persuasive argument. The skills students will learn include persuasion, persuasive language use,
argument structure/presentation, critical analysis of argument and audience, research, logical
thought and fallacies of reasoning. Students will also learn the skills necessary to persuasively present
their argument before an audience. This course will provide the students with skills that will help
them prepare for collegiate courses and the business world. This course meets the communication
requirement for graduation.

Social Media Marketing - UCM 401, UCM 402 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UCM 201 or UCM 202, UCM 221 or UCM 222
Students are on social media every day for their personal use, but they may not know the potential of
social media as a persuasive/marketing tool. This course will focus on using social media to promote
individuals, events, companies, organizations, and campaigns. The objective is to introduce social
media as a tool for information dissemination and persuasion. Individuals who are young interns or
employees for companies are often assigned the task of managing the organizational social media
presence. Because they are young, it is assumed they know how to use social media. Technical
knowledge to use media is different from manipulating social media as a tool for message
dissemination. Units in this course will focus on a person’s individual social media footprint, successes,
and pitfalls of social media, in addition to analyzing and developing successful social media
campaigns. During the course, students will gain the knowledge and the skills to manage their
presence on social media. Students will also learn the skills necessary to provide and/or contribute to
social media management for companies, events, organizations, and campaigns.

Theatre Production I: Theatrical Design - UTH 121, UTH 122 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
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This course will cover most of the fundamental aspects of theatre production. Students will learn
scenery construction and painting techniques as well as how to operate lighting and sound
equipment. While students learn the basics in theatre production, they will become knowledgeable of
the important safety requirements involved within the theatre. In addition to classroom work,
students will have a chance to apply their knowledge to several hands-on projects in the theatre and
scene shop. This course meets the communication graduation requirement if it is not used to fulfill
the art requirement.

Movement for Theatre UTH 232 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UTH 111 or UTH 112 and Instructor Approval
This course explores the movement skills necessary for the actor with emphasis on physical training
and practical application in realistic and abstract performance efforts. Dance, Mime, Stage combat,
Yoga, and Alexander Technique are just some of the different forms of movement that will be explored
during the semester while enhancing the students' work on monologues, scenes, and performances.

Theatre Production II: Theatrical Design - UTH 221, UTH 222 , (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UTH 121 or UTH 122 and Instructor Approval
This course takes students beyond the practical aspects of theatre production and focuses on the
process of designing the different elements of a show. The students will begin to learn how to read
and analyze a script; collaborate on a design concept; research costumes, lighting, sound and scenery
within the concept; and the various ways of presenting their ideas to the design team. The students
will apply these lessons to two projects during the semester, where they will read a script, determine a
concept and make a final presentation to the class.

Technical Theatre Studio - UTH 323 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UTH 221 or UTH 222 and Instructor Approval
This course is designed to be an intensive course in Theatrical Design with an emphasis on teaching
the students all aspects of creating and implementing a Design for the stage. The students will
explore the art of Design through readings, classroom projects, classroom discussions, and journaling,
which will help build the foundational skills necessary to become a Theatrical Designer. In addition to
the classroom work, students will have an opportunity to choose an area of design to focus on and
create and execute their design for 2 Theatre Showcases (one per semester) in conjunction with the
Acting Studio classes, thus giving them the chance to apply what they've learned in a practical setting
with the guidance of their instructor.

Studio Theatre Ensemble - TH413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Audition or faculty approval, juniors and seniors only.
This year- long course immerses students in the art of producing and presenting theatre from an
acting, directing and design perspective. Students chronicle their journey in the craft through
journaling and development of a portfolio of their experiences. IB students will undertake all four of
the Standard Level elements of study. The four elements of the Standard Level are Performance Skills,
World Theatre Studies, Practical Play Analysis and Theatre Production. Students seeking IB credit for
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Theatre Arts must comply with submittal requirements for evaluation as outlined in the IB Theatre
Arts guidelines.

Advanced Theatre Performance Practicum - UTH443
Prerequisite: UTH413 and Instructor approval
This course is a continuation of the course of study in Studio Theatre Ensemble. Designed to provide
students with an opportunity for highly focused, in-depth study of advanced performance, writing,
movement and production aspects of theatre. Multiple performance opportunities will be available in
classroom settings, theatre festivals, state and national competitions.

Advanced Theatre Design Practicum - UTH453
Prerequisite: UTH323 and Instructor Approval
This course is a continuation of the course of study in Theatrical Design. Building on the theoretical
and practical work done in the Technical Theatre Studio course, students will take on more practical
design opportunities in conjunction with the Performance and Dance classes, while continuing to
work on classroom projects that expand their knowledge beyond foundational skills.

Theatre Directed Study - UTH513 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UTH413 or 443 and Instructor Approval
This course will be designed to allow students to focus on furthering their studies in Performance,
Directing, Stage Management, or Theatrical Design and will be based on the area of study chosen by
the student and their experience level. It is intended for Theatre Conservatory students who wish to
pursue a course of study in Theatre at the collegiate level.

VISUAL ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
The Upper School fine arts department offers instruction for all students in grades nine through
twelve. A sequential program with a gradually expanding knowledge base and skill development is
presented.

Class study includes four major components:
1. Aesthetic perception
2. Creative expression and production
3. Art History
4.Critical analysis

.
In presenting art education, we look at the experience in its broadest context. We introduce the
student to the historical foundations of the art form. We study art as an experience of creation
through an artist’s eyes and as a link to culture. Students become familiar with the critical study of the
art form itself and learn to critique their own productions as well. Studio time allows the students
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hands-on experiences with art principles and elements, techniques, and media. Through varied
experiences, the student develops a rich understanding of the background in visual arts.

Friends of the Arts sponsor the Celebrate the Arts Festival and numerous other unique events that
extend and enrich student experiences in the fine and performing arts.

Foundations Of Studio Art - UAR 101, UAR 102 (½ Credit)
This semester course will prepare students for all studio art classes offered at DCDS: Painting,
Drawing, Ceramics, Sculpture, Photography, Computer-Graphics, Mixed Media Exploration, Jewelry,
Metals, Fibers and Textiles. The course is based on a college level foundation course with an emphasis
on the Elements and Principles of Art and Visual Design. It is a project based class with a cultural and
historical framework that will provide students with a better understanding of the building blocks of
art.

This course will be a requirement for all students new to DCDS, and any student coming from the
Middle school who has not taken the full year Fine Arts course either in 7thor 8thgrade.

If an incoming freshman from our middle school has completed the full year of Fine Art, they may
register for any introductory studio courses offered. Painting, Drawing, Fashion Research and Design,
Ceramics, Sculpture, Photography, Computer Graphics, Jewelry.

Introduction To Drawing - UAR 111, UAR 112 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or Detroit Country Day 8th grade Full Year Art
Drawing becomes a form of exercise to strengthen artistic ability, curiosity, and problem solving.
Students will create drawings so that they learn to see and understand how to express ideas, feelings,
and imagination. Students will be able to evaluate drawings in relation to their expressive qualities.
They will be able to discuss the mediums and techniques used. Group critiques and artist statements
as well as experimental approaches to drawing will augment studio work.

Advanced Drawing - UAR 211, UAR 212 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR111 or UAR112
This course is a progressive journey from the introduction of basic formal vocabulary, materials, and
perceptual awareness, to developing, reacting, and addressing personal issues and interests. It is
continuing the discovery of individual passions through diverse experiences and responses from
faculty and fellow students. Emphasis is placed on exploring the development of ideas and risk-taking.
What happens in the struggle gives way to surprise, invention, and discovery. Critiques remain
fundamental as a guide to student growth.

Introduction To Painting - UAR 171, UAR 172 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
Painting becomes a form of exercise to strengthen artistic ability and curiosity. Students will learn to
see and understand the media associated with paint while expressing ideas, feelings, and
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imagination. Students will be able to evaluate their paintings in relation to their expressive qualities,
and to understand terms for discussing the techniques used towards completion. Group critiques are
required for each completed project. Sketchbooks are an integral part of the course for the gathering,
formatting, and research of ideas, techniques, and class notes.

Advanced Painting - UAR 271, UAR 272 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR171 or UAR172
This course is a progressive journey from the introduction of basic formal vocabulary, materials, and
perceptual awareness, to developing, reacting, and addressing personal issues and interests in
painting through experimental and different uses of paint. It is continuing the discovery of individual
passions through diverse experiences and responses from faculty and fellow students. Emphasis is
placed on exploring the development of ideas and risk taking. What happens in the struggle gives
way to surprise, invention, and discovery. Critiques remain fundamental as a guide to student growth.
Computer research is encouraged for current trends.

Introduction To Ceramics - UAR 121, UAR 122 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
Students are introduced to clay from the process of construction through the completion of finished
pieces. Students will build both functional and non-functional forms using basic hand-building
techniques and the potter’s wheel. Drawing and painting on the clay surface both before and after
firing will be emphasized with the use of color, texture and glazes. High fine/low fine and raku are
introduced.

Advanced Ceramics - UAR 221, UAR 222 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR121 or UAR122
The course continues the work from Beginning Ceramics involving hand-building and wheel
techniques to explore both functional and sculptural forms. Students will be introduced to various
methods of kiln firing, gas and electric. Oxidation and reduction with concentration on low fire
temperatures will be emphasized.

Project possibilities will cover: glaze calculation, colorants in glaze bases, colored porcelain, luster,
under glazes, raku, earthenware, and some stoneware glazes. Slip casting and salt firing pottery
projects in this section will be form and function based. Pit firing and raku are also included.

Introduction To Sculpture - UAR 131, UAR 132 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
Students are introduced to traditional and modern sculpture through slide lectures, demonstrations,
and hands-on material work. There will be six projects throughout the semester. Each project will
touch on some history of sculpture pertaining to that specific style. The course will emphasize
aesthetics and learning about materials to produce sculptures safely with hand and power tools. There
will be critiques four times a semester to evaluate work, and two multiple choice tests. Students will
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be responsible for all information covered in the course including the history of sculpture, digital
images, and art vocabulary.

Advanced Sculpture - UAR 231, UAR 232 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR131 or UAR132
Students will work with the instructor's guidance in individually directed assignments based on
student skill, technique level, and personal interest.

Introduction To Photography - UAR 141, UAR 142 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
A practical introductory course emphasizes 35mm camera operation, film exposure and darkroom
procedures for black and white photography. Individual darkroom time is programmed into the
course work and access to a 35mm camera is required. Students will study the history of photography
through videos and lectures and learn the basic crossover from the science to the art of photography.

Advanced Photography - UAR 241, UAR 242 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR141 or UAR142
The Advanced Photography class builds on the foundation learned from the Introduction to
Photography. Students will continue to develop their photography skills as they concentrate on a
more conceptual and technical approach. Projects are designed to build further understanding of
photographic problem solving. They will become comfortable with digital cameras and photo-based
media. In addition they will apply refined editing techniques in photoshop. Class critiques will address
the technical and aesthetic challenges encountered as they use their cameras. Assignments are
tailored to individual interests.

Introduction To Computer Graphics And Digital Photography - UAR 161, UAR 162 (½
Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
The course introduces the computer and digital camera as tools and new media in fine art. Students
unite creativity and technology while developing their drawing, painting, and illustration skills on the
computer. The course uses Adobe Photoshop program, drawing, and painting programs, computer
scanners and photo manipulation programs to execute art and illustration in the form of personal
logos, comics, abstract paintings, portraits, collage, and book designs. Students will view works
created by contemporary computer artists. The course is recommended for any student interested in
art or computers.

Advanced Computer Graphics And Digital Photography - UAR 261, UAR 262 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR161 or UAR162
This course is designed to expose students to a real life design studio environment. Students work on
design challenges utilizing the technology experience gained in Beginning Computer Graphics and
Digital Photography. Design challenges include corporate identity, poster design, package design, and
an introduction to computer animation.
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Mixed Media Exploration - UAR 321, UAR 322 (½ Credit)
Prerequisites: AR 141/142 (Intro to Photo) or AR161/162 (Intro to Computer Graphics)
This semester course will introduce alternative materials to explore varied approaches to photography.
Beginning with exercises to introduce fluidmedia into photography, the class will advance into
methods for incorporating drawing materials, collage and stencils into drawn and photographic
compositions. Issues of craftsmanship as well as narrative and formal content will be addressed. In
addition, the class will engage in group discussions of current mixed-media trends in contemporary
art.

Introduction To Jewelry And Metals - UAR 151, UAR 152 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
This course will introduce to the students, through a series of lectures, demonstrations and assigned
projects, the basic metal working techniques utilized in the fabrication of jewelry. This course will also
deal with some of the unique design challenges inherent to jewelry when trying to strike a balance
between form, function and imagery.

Advanced Jewelry And Metals - UAR 251, UAR 252 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR151 or UAR152
This course builds upon the set of techniques learned in Introduction to Jewelry and Metals and adds
the processes of Lost Wax Casting, Carbon Casting, 3-D printing and CAD. The techniques are
introduced through a series of lectures, demonstrations and assigned projects. Casting is one of the
oldest processes formaking jewelry and dates back thousands of years. This course will also deal with
some of the unique design challenges inherent to jewelry when trying to strike a balance between
form, function and imagery.

Introduction to Fashion Research & Design - UAR 191, UAR 192 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR101 or UAR102 or 8th grade Full Year Art
Gain knowledge of fashion throughout history and current trends, explore fibers and textiles, flat
sketching, pattern making, and construct creative clothing and accessories. Emphasis is placed on
terminology, design elements and principles, and working knowledge of sewing and draping.
Students will demonstrate creative use of knowledge, inspiration, and experimentation through
various projects and a design journal.

Advanced Fashion Research & Design UAR 291, UAR 292 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UAR 191 or UAR 192
Further explore relevant trends, knowledge, application of design elements and principles,
experimentation, and utilization of technology in fashion design. Emphasis is placed on research,
experimentation, and working knowledge of textiles in the art and fashion industry. Students will
develop a body of work demonstrating creative and innovative uses of knowledge, inspiration, and
experimentation through various projects and a design journal.
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Directed Study - UAR 411, UAR 412 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite - Intro AND Advanced level in that medium AND Instructor Approval
This is designed to be a course of exploration through medium, media, style or subject. This
experimentation allows the student the freedom to discover a new way of thinking or conceptualizing.
Projects must be challenge based to solve a specific problem or test a new process. These works may
be completed in several weeks or may require an entire semester. All areas of art are available for
Directed Study.

Portfolio Development - UAR 441, UAR 442 (½ Credit)
Students begin to build their portfolios based on their choice of theme, media/medium, technique or
style. The completion of a minimum of three projects is recommended by the end of the semester.
Emphasis is placed on computer research, visiting galleries, museums and communication through
digital media with other artists.

IB Studio Art - UAR 451H, UAR 452H (½ Credit)
The IB program in studio art enables highly motivated art students an opportunity to create a
portfolio of college-level work. The development of the IB Studio portfolio involves significantly more
time than a typical high school art course and is designed for students utilizing this course at the
Standard Level for the IB Diploma. The quest for uniqueness of both production and experimentation
makes active demands on students and teachers. Students will be required to complete eight pieces
by December to submit digitally to the Scholastic Art Awards for judging and will create and curate an
exhibition of their work in April for their senior show during Celebrate the Arts.

AP Art and Design (2D, 3D and/or Drawing) - UAR 443H (1 Credit)
The AP program in art enables highly motivated art students an opportunity to create a portfolio of
college-level work. The course is intended to develop three aspects of the artistic process: Practice,
Experimentation, and Revision. The development of the AP portfolio involves significantly more time
than a typical high school art course and is not for those who are casually interested. The quest for
uniqueness in both production and experimentation makes active demands on students and
teachers.

Students will be required to complete six pieces in a portfolio by December to submit digitally to the
Scholastic Art Awards for judging.

AP Art History - UAR 463H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Open to juniors or seniors or with department head approval or UAR 101/102 Art & Design.
This course does not fulfill a history department graduation requirement.
AP Art History is a year-long course and covers the history of visual art and artifacts from the dawn of
civilization to the present day, including the art of several non-Western cultures. Art has never existed
within a vacuum. Art and its societies and cultures have always been closely intertwined. Art will be
examined as a reflection of the societies within which they existed. What was the political climate
like? What forms of artmaking benefited from the rise of new technologies? What was the
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significance of certain forms of art to the daily lives of people? By analyzing art in terms of the
historical, political, and economic context from which it came, it is possible to better understand that
period of history. The content of the course is intended to cover the information that will be tested on
the Advanced Placement exam in the spring and is designed to be an equivalent to a college level
introductory course.

ENGLISH (UPPER SCHOOL)
“Almost all education is language education.” - Neil Postman (1931-2003)

Language skills empower intellectual, personal, and social growth. Recognizing this essential feature
for individual development, our English faculty engages students in both formal and personal thought
and expression to instill in them an awareness of the self-responsibility and social implications of
speaking and writing.

Our teachers of language and literature further recognize their own arduous responsibility in meeting
objectives in relation to individual learning strengths. To that end, in 9th and 10th grades we establish
a foundation in vocabulary and grammar to promote active reading skills and thoughtful expression in
speaking and writing. In those foundational courses and then in the myriad of 11th and 12th grade
elective courses, we have students practice a variety of compositions—analytical, expository,
responsive, and creative—with the emphasis on guiding the young writer to find his/her voice.

By varying classroom practice to include student-centered as well as teacher-directed activities, we
further the student’s critical reading and thinking skills and their rhetorical abilities through daily
discussion, group work, debates, and oral presentations. By assigning homework on a nightly basis,
we encourage the continual involvement in language, literature, and ideas, emphasizing active
reading practices such as highlighting, note-taking, and reading journals. Classroom lessons foster
critical thinking through various interpretive approaches from personal response to formal analysis,
and critical studies ranging from New Criticism to Feminism to Post-Colonialism.

As instructors of young writers, we devote ourselves daily to their exploration of avenues of expression.
We particularly pride ourselves in providing individual writing tutorials in:

ǁ Developing a specific and debatable thesis

ǁ Structuring the rhetoric of a valid argument

ǁ Organizing smooth transitions in composition

ǁ Considering the appropriate choice of language
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ǁ Integrating research and/or reflections from experience

ǁ Contextualizing quotations as supportive evidence

ǁ Compiling a Works Cited page in the proper Modern Language Association (MLA) format

Literature, Speech, Composition & Grammar (Freshman English) - UEN113, UEN113H (1
Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This course in literature, speech and composition emphasizes methods of effective writing —
paragraph development, syntax, organization, and vocabulary building — all leading toward analytical,
expository, responsive, and creative composition. The course integrates grammar and language
studies in order to increase the effective development of the student’s individual voice in speaking
and writing. The literature program introduces the genres — fiction, non-fiction, oration, poetry, epic,
and drama — and teaches the active reading skills necessary for an in-depth enjoyment of literature.
More extensive writing and comprehensive study of literature and literary analysis are required of
students in the honors section. (Honors level requires teacher recommendation.

American Literature And Composition (Sophomore English) - UEN213, UEN213H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Freshman English
Students survey major periods and authors in American literature from colonial to modern times. In
this way, students achieve a general knowledge of the philosophical and historical underpinnings of
their literary heritage. Increased emphasis is placed on composition, building upon the skills learned
in Grade 9 so that the student functions proficiently in argumentation, analysis, and personal
response. Vocabulary building and grammar study are continued. More extensive writing and
in-depth study are required of students in the honors section (honors level requires teacher
recommendation)..

Creative Writing - UEN303 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English (or concurrent with soph. English, with department approval)
Creative Writing empowers students to create worlds, to use rhetoric and sentence level writing skills
to build arguments, to experiment with language and structure in poetics, and to envision a written
project come to life in script writing. Each goal, students delve into a large genre (fiction, poetry,
nonfiction, and scriptwriting) of writing through readings, critical analysis, craft essays, and personal
responses, with an eye toward how each text can be used as an example of authorial agency. In every
text we read, we will examine how the author accomplishes their themes and effects through a close
look at structure, sentence-level writing, tone, and style. After exploring a wide array of different classic
and contemporary texts, students will draft, revise, workshop and edit their own creative work in that
genre. The workshop style classroom allows students to work collaboratively as authors and editors, to
receive a detailed critique during the editing process, to develop as writers, and to help each other
achieve their goals. Students will be graded on response/craft analysis essays, workshop participation
(quality), deadlines for drafts, and final product.
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Literature & Composition: World Literature (Honors) - UEN313H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: department recommendation
Honors world literature students pursuing the International Baccalaureate or Advanced Placement
program will refine their applications of formal literary concepts as well as initiate explorations of
various other critical theories, with an emphasis on cultural and personal contexts. By doing so,
students will work to discover meaning in their readings and to justify their interpretations.

Assigned texts include novels and dramas representing the canon of western literature as well as
various works by modern authors from around the world. In this course, students will compose
analytical essays as well as personal and creative responses. They will also engage in several
research-based presentations and study textual, literary, and collegiate-level vocabulary.

Narrative Techniques In Literature And Film - UEN323 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
This course examines the elements of narrative in both literary and filmic texts. Students will explore
the process of adaptation, the features of genre, and the strategies used to present a story to an
audience. Students will continue to develop their writing skills through analytical papers comparing
texts and acquire the common language of film techniques. This course explores four particular types
of narratives and their characteristics: Vampires, Androids, Fairy Tales, and Time & Memory. We read
books such as Dracula by Bram Stoker and Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip K. Dick,
then view how these literary texts are adapted into various film “versions". From The Terminator to
Twilight, Beauty & the Beast to Vertigo, students will become immersed in diverse worlds and be able
to critically examine how those worlds are shaped.

Composition And Literary Form - UEN333 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English and department recommendation
The primary focus of this class is on improving students’ skills as writers. However, reading makes
better writers (and writing makes better readers), so the class also focuses on reading skills. Students
write almost daily, including nightly posts and longer pieces, and will read, explore, view and analyze a
wide range of texts and mediums, including: essays, memoirs, short stories, books, blogs, film, videos,
current events and articles, music, poetry, and each other’s work. Students will use these platforms to
develop skills in a variety of forms of writing, such as: personal essays, expository, creative nonfiction,
description, analysis, and rhetoric.

Humanities - UEN343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
In this course, students learn how art, architecture, history, literature, philosophy, and music provide
ideas, specifics, and details that cut through the artificial barriers that separate people. The course
deals with the basic questions raised in humanities: “Who am I?” “What is the purpose of life?” “Why
do I act as I do?” “Why do I think the way I do?” Three time periods are studied in depth through
representative art and literature, history, and language: Greek, Medieval and Renaissance, and
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Modern. Extensive research, oral reports, team teaching, projects, and analytical papers will be the
format of the course.

Love, Money, And The Pursuit Of The American Dream In 20th Century American
Literature - UEN353 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
This course will explore the characters, plots, and themes of several important novels, poems, plays
and short stories of the 20th Century that deal with wealth, poverty, and the nature of success and
failure in America. This exploration will move from the turn of the 20th century into progressively more
contemporary surroundings and will reflect increasingly diverse voices. Students will be expected to
complete daily reading and/or writing assignments. The class will largely be discussion based, and
students will be evaluated using a variety of assessments, including both impromptu and prepared
essays, presentations, quizzes, and exams. The course will cover works by F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest
Hemingway, Arthur Miller, Richard Yates, Sam Shepard, Stephen Crane, Edward Albee, Joyce Carol
Oates, and others.

American Diversity, American Identity - UEN373 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
American Diversity/American Identity is an interdisciplinary course that provides an opportunity for
students to explore diversity and examine the forms of oppression that impact our social systems and
their own lives. The study of contemporary fiction by American authors from various cultural and
ethnic backgrounds will provide an important lens through which we examine realities across the
spectrum of American experiences. Students will be expected to analyze a variety of texts, and to
engage in self- assessment with an eye toward making more conscious choices about how they utilize
the influence they have on the communities in which they live. Thematic questions that we will
consider include: What are the promises of America? What is the “American Dream”? Is there a
contrast between the rhetoric of America’s promises and the reality faced by various groups of
Americans? Who or what determines the identity of an individual, group or society? How can
individuals and groups act as agents of change in the pursuit of social justice? We will explore these
questions in addition to the ones that are raised through our critical thinking, reading, writing, and
discussion. Reading will include stories, poems, and essays by writers including Jhumpa Lahiri, Julia
Alvarez, Maxine Hong Kingston, Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison, and James McBride.

Contemporary Multicultural Voices - UEN383 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
As time progresses and literature evolves, more contemporary, globally diverse literary voices have
emerged. This course will explore these modern literary voices in a multitude of genres—both fiction
and non-fiction—from globally framed contexts and perspectives. Synthesizing a myriad of
contemporary voices which speak to some of the world’s most pressing issues and themes, students
will develop their skills as critical and mature readers, writers, and thinkers. In addition, the course will
challenge students to consider their roles as global citizens. By means of these powerful
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contemporary literary voices, students will work to develop their cultural competency, insight, and
empathy. The course will encourage students to analyze and evaluate the extent to which the voices
presented in the contemporary works of literature represent the diversity, complexity, and universality
of the human condition.

Advanced Studies In Creative Writing - UEN401/403 (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: Department Approval
This semester-long course gives students the opportunity to pursue advanced studies in the genre of
their choice. Working with a writing mentor, students will plan their course of study and complete a
20 page manuscript. This course does not fulfill the English requirement.

Literature & Composition: Survey Of English Literature (Honors) - UEN413H (AP/IB) (1
Credit)
Prerequisite: department recommendation
The course studies significant British texts through the lenses of critical theory and genre studies. The
class is discussion-based, and major assessments are oral presentations (group and individual),
papers, and in-class essays. The course will prepare students for AP exams.

The American Novel - UEN443 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
The American novel has been one of our most popular and meaningful literary modes. Some offer
entertainment: others illuminate the human experience. This course gives students the opportunity to
examine the individual visions of many great American novelists. Students study each writer’s view of
reality, use of character, point of view, plot, theme, and style. This course includes an examination of
the historical context and significant literary movements that shaped the novelists and their world.
The creative and expository essay will form an important part of the course.

Our Authentic Selves - UEN453 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
Because of technology, each of us can create a version of ourselves that suits us–even if that rendering
doesn’t match our own lived experience. All of this self-reinvention can lead us to ask “who are we?”
and puts the search for an authentic self at an all time high. In this course, students will explore the
notion of an authentic self by analyzing fiction, poetry, memoir, and film in which identity is created,
modified, and transformed. Students will write papers in both impromptu and multiple-drafted
formats, participate in student-centered and student-lead discussions, and deliver researched
presentations.

Crime, Corruption, Systems, And Cycles - EN463 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
The stories we read and lessons we learn are often created from sources of privilege and power, rather
than a diversity of authentic perspectives. As a result, the “truth” can often become a carefully
constructed narrative to align people with a society’s hegemonic thoughts and beliefs. In this course,
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students will be expected to grapple with this dynamic within literature and other cultural texts, as a
means of thoughtfully reflecting on how their own beliefs, biases, and perspectives have been formed.
Sub-themes include institutional bias, the criminal justice system, and organized religion. Readings
will focus on fiction, non-fiction, and graphic novels as accounts of these experiences. Watch video
explanation of class.

British Literature – Novels And Drama - UEN473 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
This course is designed to expand and enrich the students’ reading experience by exploring eight
novels and two plays of the masterpieces and the milestones. Selections cover four centuries and
explore ten different impressions of reality. Books and plays are read and their ideas discussed in
depth through both class discussion and critical writing assignments varying from several question
quizzes to a seven-page typed discussion of a particular theme topic. The course fosters the students’
ability to understand the basic elements of the selections read, analyze techniques and effects used
by the authors, and evaluate what they have read.

Monarchs and Monsters - UEN483 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
All paths to crowning achievements are paved with monstrous challenges. And whether these
challenges are out there in the world or hidden deep inside our psyches, the call to battle is inevitable.
This course examines the external and internal conflicts of heroes and antiheroes, both epic and
tragic, as they confront monsters within and without. We’ll meet characters and kings of many
different domains who battle literal and figurative beasts on their way to power, glory, infamy, and/or
redemption. Through close readings of texts in a variety of genres (epic, drama, novel, film, poetry, and
biography), and through Socratic discourse, written analysis, presentations, and projects, students will
explore the forces and circumstances that lead people to battle and the victories and defeats that
contribute to their senses of self.

Science Fiction - UEN503 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
As the future becomes harder to imagine, as our planet looks increasingly fragile, at a time when
machine learning can do our homework, what science-fiction can tell us about the present day? In
this course students read works that ask them to confront the unnatural, cope with the unexpected,
and rethink the place of human experience in a world haunted by the threat of ecological collapse and
the promise of artificial life. In this moment, how does science-fiction reflect our changing
understanding of technology, politics, and nature? Texts will include novels, stories, essays, and films.
The course will explore sub-themes such as otherness (represented by the trope of alien invasion),

climate, post-apocalypse, and technology.
Mythology In Contemporary Literature: The Hero’s Journey - UEN523 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: None
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In 1949, author Joseph Campbell published a work that would change the study of comparative
mythology as the world knew it. Through his exploration of the “monomyth,” Campbell studied,
analyzed, and argued that all mythic narratives are ultimately the same innatestory. Today, we
commonly refer to Campbell’s model as simply, “the hero’s journey.” This course will explore literary
depictions of expeditions as both external and internal events. Whether it is an inward journey, an
adventurous quest, a homeward voyage, or an imposed exile, each path provides a traveler with
challenges that test, shape, and ultimately reveal one’s true character. Through a sweeping lens that
ventures across generations, genders, and genres the course will explore how an ever-changing
landscape can affect our humanity.

Short Fiction - UEN543 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
Each semester of this course will examine the development of the short story and novella from
conventional story to experimental tale. Students will respond to the works of writers from various
cultures whose works explore important themes of the modern world. Through research and class
discussion, students will develop the skills necessary for literary analysis and apply these skills in both
subjective and objective critical approaches. Analytical essays, oral presentations, and original
creations and presentations will articulate their understanding of the human condition, as well as
their own values and belief system. Supplemental study of critical and general vocabulary, the writing
process, and the philosophy and psychology of modern and postmodern movements will broaden
student expression. Ultimately, the goal of the course is to foster appreciation for the precision of short
fiction so that students may independently enjoy this genre of literature.

Literature & Composition: The Antihero in Literature and Drama (Honors) - UEN553H (AP)
(1 Credit)
Prerequisite: department recommendation
This discussion-based course studies significant texts, both classic and contemporary, through the
lenses of critical theory and genre studies. In this course, students will encounter different types of
antiheroes, including outcasts, criminals, and those who are evil but impressive. Students will also
periodically answer Advanced Placement English test essay questions as composition assignments.
The course will prepare students for AP assessments and exams. Major assessments include oral
presentations, papers, tests, and in-class essays.

Rhetoric, Composition, Innovation And Creativity - UEN573H (1 Credit)
EN573H is an honors course in rhetoric geared toward writers. Students will learn an advanced style of
rhetorical analysis and look at a variety of textual styles. In examining and analyzing a variety of textual
styles, students will be able to identify rhetorical strategies and fallacies, analyze the efficacy of an
argument, examine the strengths and weaknesses of various rhetorical strategies and styles, and
apply these valuable lessons to their own writing. The course will be divided into units based on a
particular sub- genre of nonfiction writing. Each unit will encourage students to study the sub-genre
via textual readings and complete analytical writing assignments in the style of rhetorical analysis.
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Students will then produce a creative piece of writing in the sub-genre they are studying in the style
of a peer edited creative writing course. The sub-genres include: memoir, investigative journalism,
vivid description, "lyric essay", personality profile/biography, satire, short-form argument, researched
argument, popularreview, long-form criticism, advertising, visual argumentation, speeches,
documentary and blogging. Through study and use of the various styles of non-fiction writing,
students will gain an understanding of the nuanced and complex forces language and logic are
capable of achieving.

Introduction To Theory Of Knowledge - UEN583H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: sophomore English and teacher recommendation; open to non-IB juniors and non-IB
seniors as English credit; a required course for candidates enrolled in the International Baccalaureate
Diploma Programme.

The Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge accentuates critical inquiry in the study of Ways of
Knowing, pursuing such questions as, “What counts as knowledge? What are its limits? Who owns
knowledge? What is the value of knowledge? What are the implications of having, or not having,
knowledge? At the center of the course is the student as knower, articulating perspectives such as
“What do I claim to know [about x]? Am I justified in doing so [how]?” in conjunction with their own
experience and “their understanding of knowledge as a human construction” (TOK Guide, March
2006, IBO).

The Introduction to TOK explores the axiomatic assumptions and fundamental concepts underlying
the scientific method and historiography. Concentrating on science’s domination of nature and the
pervasive influence of politics and fallacious arguments, students reflect upon the role of
psychotechnology in their lives while investigating the theme of dystopia in canonical science fiction.
Readings include an IBO-approved primer for Theory of Knowledge plus Book 7 from Plato’s Republic,
Huxley’s Brave New World, Orwell’s 1984, and Ayn Rand’s Anthem, plus articles and essays pertinent to
contemporary intercultural perspectives and events.

Students compose brief responses to directed questions concerning various ways of knowing and
areas of knowledge. Unit papers integrate reflective research and response theory in order to
encourage students to link their personal justifications with their understanding of existing
knowledge claims, counter claims, and alternative justifications.

Literary And Cultural Perspectives On Sports - UEN613 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Sophomore English
Contemporary culture places extraordinary value on sports: we devote a great deal of energy, money,
emotion and other resources to sports. Through a series of literary pieces – epic, drama, novel, short
story and poetry – this course will examine sports as a metaphor for meaningful relationships and
values passed down through generations, from Homer to August Wilson. Papers, projects, tests and
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quizzes will provide students with opportunities to hone their skills relative to formal analysis, reader
response, research, and oral presentation.

HISTORY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES (UPPER SCHOOL)
Learning history and the social sciences endows students with skills that extend well beyond the
classroom. These skills include: critical reading and research of a variety of perspectives and sources,
multiple forms of analytical oral and written communication, and creative problem solving and
collaboration. In addition, engaging in difficult history and current issues engenders empathy and an
understanding of our complex world.
To achieve the above, students must enroll in three and a half years of departmental offerings. As
freshmen, students learn about the significance and contributions of Ancient and Non-Western
Civilizations. This knowledge better informs their understanding of the impact and challenges of
Modern World History in their sophomore year. As juniors, students select from a collection of courses
in American History in which they grapple with the complexities of the American story. As seniors,
students enroll in at least one semester of Government. Departmental offerings also include senior
electives in Microeconomics, Macroeconomics, Economics of Sustainability and Entrepreneurship. At
each level students have options that include Honors and Advanced Placement.

History Courses
Ancient And Non-Western World - UHS 113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
After establishing a foundational understanding of the concepts of culture and civilization, this survey
of the Ancient and Non- Western world seeks to develop an appreciation of the cultural traditions,
geo-political structures and the religious worldwide views that have shaped the modern experience.
This course begins with a study of Mesopotamia and includes analysis of Egyptian, Indus,
Greco-Roman, Middle Eastern, Chinese, and Medieval European societies. Students also learn effective
research techniques and develop the ability to evaluate primary and secondary sources.

Ancient And Non-Western World - UHS113H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: department recommendation.
After establishing a foundational understanding of the concepts of culture and civilization, this survey
of the Ancient and Non-Western world seeks to develop an appreciation of the cultural traditions,
geo-political structures and the religious worldwide views that have shaped the modern experience.
This course begins with a study of Mesopotamia and includes analysis of Egyptian, Indus,
Greco-Roman, Middle Eastern, Chinese, and Medieval European societies. Students also learn
effective research techniques and develop the ability to evaluate primary and secondary sources.

Page 121 II Back to Table of Contents



Modern World History - UHS 223 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Ancient and Non-Western World UHS113/H
This class is designed to deepen understanding of the values and institutions characteristic of Western
civilization and the contemporary world, and to analyze the accomplishments and failures of the
various European societies and nations that are impacted by their imperialist advances. We explore
revolutions that spring out of the Enlightenment, the Age of Industrialization and its impacts, the Age
of Imperialism, World War I, how the Great Depression and the rise of dictators, World War II and the
Cold War, The course finishes with modern studies of several key regions of the world. Through our
studies, students develop the skills necessary to be lifelong learners. They practice critical thinking,
enhance reading comprehension, develop research skills and practice analytical thinking through oral
and written expression. Students practice effective research using a variety of sources.

Modern World History (Honors) - UHS223H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Ancient and Non-Western World UHS113/H and Department Recommendation
This advanced course is designed to deepen understanding of the process and events that led to the
development of the values and institutions characteristics of the contemporary world. The content is
similar to that of UHS223, but this course features about 50% more reading as the text will be heavily
supplemented. Students choosing this course should be active learners as the course emphasizes
experiential and project-based learning activities. While students will practice study techniques,
critical thinking, and research skills, the emphasis will be on critical reading of sources and analytical
essay writing.

European History AP (Honors) - UHS233H (AP) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Ancient and Non-Western World UHS113/H and Department Recommendation
The AP European History course is designed to be an introductory college-level course that introduces
students to the rich political, cultural, social and intellectual heritage of Europe. The content of the
course follows the Advanced Placement guidelines of the College Entrance Examination Board. This
year-long course traces the basic themes in European history from the Renaissance through to the
present. This is an in-depth review of major developments in modern European history. Students are
expected to read assignments independently, demonstrate knowledge of basic chronology of major
events and spend class time exploring various historical perspectives of issues in European history.
Students will work with primary and secondary source materials in order to master the approach and
construction of Document Based Questions and ultimately develop study skills necessary to master
500 years of European history in preparation for the AP European History exam in May.

American History 1861-Present - UHS313 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
This history elective offers a basic survey of American history beginning with the American Civil War
and follows with the attempt to rebuild the union during Reconstruction. An emphasis will be given to
economic and social changes of the late nineteenth century and the emergence of the United States
as a world power. Topics include the transformation of the United State into an urban industrial
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society, the dilemma of race, the changing role of women, the Great Depression, and the political and
social response to these issues.

The semester ends with the advent of the United States’ entry into World War II. The second semester
begins with US involvement in World War II. Emphasis is given to the Cold War and rising global
involvement of the United States. Other topics include the Civil Rights movement, the social and
political turmoil of the 1960’s, the War at Home, the Nixon years and the Reagan Revolution. The
course will conclude with the analysis of the United States’ position in the twenty-first century as the
lone superpower.

The History Of American Warfare - UHS373 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
This course seeks to explore how historical military events shaped the country. The class will discuss
the development and growth of the American nation through its conduct in war, and the course seeks
to pinpoint the circumstantial and ideological origins of the wars in American history. The course
begins with the settlement of the North American continent and traces the major themes through
the Civil War to the emergence of America as a global superpower in the 20th and 21st centuries.
Other key elements of the course include examinations of the pivotal battles of each major conflict,
along with the major technological advancements and their application during wartime. Additionally,
the course will discuss the role of the major personalities of war, the social, political and economic
ramifications of war on a democratic society, as well as the daily life of the soldier, the role of women
and minorities during the major conflicts.

United States History AP (Honors) - UHS313H (AP) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Department recommendation, Juniors/Seniors
United States History AP is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college course. This
year-long class does prepare students for the Advanced Placement exam in the spring. The course
traces the basic themes in American history from the colonial era through the 1980’s. After an initial
examination of the dynamics of the slavery issue in early America, the nature of the American
Revolution, the development of the Constitution and the emergence of political parties in the new
republic, America’s nationalism and expansionism as well as the rise of sectional discord are surveyed.
The early economic development of the nation and the rise and impact of the industrial age are
explored. Reform movements like Jacksonian democracy, Popularism, progressivism and the New
Deal are examined and related to similar efforts made in the 1960’s and 1970’s. Special attention is
given to the challenges and progress of women and minorities. Students are expected to read
assignments independently and spend class time exploring historical perspectives, working with
primary source material and engaging in investigative web activities.

Struggle For Rights: The Equal Experience In America - UHS323 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
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Is the Promise of America upheld for all in America? Students will begin the year with a study of the
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution. By analyzing America’s guiding principles,
students will be able to analyze whether the American Experience truly allows citizens and residents
to experience a “Land of Opportunity.” The course is designed to challenge students to consider what
it means to be a minority in America in the 20th Century. Through a survey of traditional American
History topics, we will explore how various groups were impacted by the same time period and events.
Minority group focus: African-Americans, Native Americans, Immigrants, Women, Children, religious
minorities, the Poor. Students will complete a Common Book Project over the course of the year to
encourage exploration of topics of interest in our studies as they apply to current society. Students will
also focus on traditional argumentative historical writing through a term paper. Various activities
throughout the year allow students to participate in web quests, cooperative group work, and oral
presentation.

History Of The Americas IB - UHS333 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Department recommendation, Juniors/Seniors
This is a course covering the history of the countries of North and South America focusing on the
period from 1865 to the present. Topics covered include the achievement of independence of Latin
America and the United States - including the adoption of the U.S. Constitution—Latin American
development, inter-American relations, and the impact of the Cold war on those relationships. The
course will focus on critical analysis of the sources of historical knowledge. The course requires
students to be proficient writers as tests are only essays.

20thCentury American Foreign Policy - UHS343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
How did the place of the United States in the world evolve over the course of the 20th Century? To
what extent and why did we get involved in various conflicts and other missions throughout the
world? While doing an overview of American History in the 20th Century, this course will focus on the
United States’ involvement in global affairs from 1898 to the present. Some points of focus will be: the
rise of United States Imperialism, U.S. involvement in World Wars, the U.S. role in the United Nations,
the Cold War with specific emphasis on Korea and Vietnam, and we’ll end the year looking at the
United States’ role in current global affairs. Students will use the material to strengthen writing, verbal
and research skills in a variety of assessments throughout the year.

Great Trials in Recent American History - UHS423
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
Utilizing University of Missouri Law Professor Douglas Linder’s prolific website “Famous Trials”, we will
explore those cases that captured the public’s attention and have a unique place in our history.
Students will initially investigate the structure and process of the U.S. criminal justice system in order
to examine these cases. Students will be expected to research, compose, and present a paper on a
case not covered in class. In addition, students will be given an opportunity to meet with criminal
justice professionals.
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African-American History - UHS363 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
How did people of African descent, who were brought to this country against their will, create
religious, social and political institutions and organizations that fought institutional racism? This
survey course in African-American history will begin the year with the introduction of slavery at the
Jamestown settlement and end the first goal with the failure of Reconstruction. The second half of the
course focuses on the nadir of race relations in the 20th century and will end the academic year with
contemporary issues in the African-American community. Students will analyze our founding
documents, landmark Supreme Court cases, and African- American religious, political and social
leaders who fought against the status quo. An emphasis will be placed on student-led discussion and
class participation, as well as two research papers in the first and third goals.

History Of Detroit - UHS512 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Any American Studies Course
The History of Detroit is a semester survey of the city’s history from its founding to the 21st Century.
Themes of the course include its early history, role in the War of 1812 ,key in the Underground Railroad,
impact of the Great Migration and New Immigration on the city’s demography and the evolution of
the automobile industry. Prohibition’s influence, racial conflict, Motown’s mark, the decline of the auto
industry and sports as part of the city culture will be further examined as well. In exploring Detroit's
history, students will analyze a variety of sources including video, music, and oral histories. Field trips
will be planned to the Detroit Historical Museum, the Motown Museum and the Rouge Plant Tour.

Independent Study In History - UHS511, UHS512 (½ Credit)
In exceptional circumstances and with the permission of a faculty member, a rising senior student
may undertake a rigorous program of History Independent Study (HIS) designed to explore a subject
or subject area not currently being taught or to expand upon regular offerings; in consultation with
supervising faculty member, the student creates a syllabus of reading and writing assignments
appropriate to proposed focus of study. An additional HIS proposal form is required through the
History Department Chair.

Social Sciences
Economics & Sustainability - USS422 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors, Algebra II, Any American Studies Concurrent or Completed
This second semester course is designed to look at issues of sustainability and resource management
through the lens of economic theory. How do individuals, businesses, and societies make decisions
about scarcity when specific attention is given to externalities and natural resources? How does the
market reflect or impact this decision making? What role does the government play? Are efficiency
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and sustainability at odds with each other? This course will include the basics of macro and micro
economic theory and case studies on specific sustainability issues.

Introduction To Microeconomics - USS441 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Seniors Only, Algebra II, Any American Studies course
This senior course introduces students to the significant concepts relevant to the study of
microeconomic theory. Students will develop an understanding of scarcity and the problem faced by
individuals and firms. Students will study the market model and the concepts of supply and demand
and how these are derived. The course will include quizzes along with small and long team projects.

Introduction To Macroeconomics - USS442 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II, Any American Studies course
This senior course is intended to introduce students to the significant concepts related to the study of
macroeconomic theory. In developing an understanding of society's economic problem, students will
learn the basic approach to growth models, the cause and measurement of inflation, unemployment,
and fiscal versus monetary policy. This course will include quizzes along with small and large team
projects.

AP US Government & Politics (Honors) - USS473H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Department Recommendation and Any American Studies course
This course is designed to be an equivalent to a college introductory political science course. This
year-long class covers the recommended content areas tested on the Advanced Placement exam in
the spring. They are as follows: the constitutional underpinnings of democracy in America; political
beliefs and behavior; political parties, interest groups and mass media; national institutions (i.e. the
congress, the presidency and federal courts); the federal bureaucracy within the policy making
process; and civil liberties and civil rights. Student generated multimedia presentations or
investigative web assignments focus on topics such as voter turnout, third parties, national interest
groups, Michigan’s congressional delegation, and U.S. Supreme Court cases. Recent videos, speakers
and an excursion to Wayne County Circuit Court supplement classroom activity.

American Government - USS471, USS472 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Required of all seniors
This semester course examines the constitutional underpinning and functioning of the American
government. Political beliefs and behavior, political party formation, campaigning, and voter turnout
are explored. The impact of special interests and the mass media follow. The key components of the
national government: the presidency, congress, and courts are investigated in depth.

Special attention is given to local and state government and issues. Student-generated multimedia
presentations and investigative webassignmentscoversuchtopics as third parties, interest groups,
Michigan’s congressional delegation, and U.S. Supreme Court cases. Recent videos, speakers and a
Wayne County Circuit Court trip enhance the experience of the class.

Page 126 II Back to Table of Contents



Entrepreneurial Problem Solving - USS532 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Seniors only
This course is for students who would like to understand the business planning process. We will
require you to understand the “building blocks” of successful ventures. You will learn from real-life
entrepreneurs and investigate actual case studies. The characteristics of successful entrepreneurs and
various business models will also be explored. We also discuss sales stages, opportunities and
strategies, planning, budgeting, and interpersonal communication in the workplace.

As your semester project, you will be on a team, which seeks a business solution for an issue
confronting Metropolitan Detroit. Country Day alumni entrepreneurs will initially visit class to
elaborate on suggested areas ie. job creation, affordable housing or vacant land use. The team will
identify a concern or problem, then, as your entrepreneurial challenge, create a business plan that
provides a solution; additionally, you will have to develop a three-minute “rocket pitch” video to tell the
story of your opportunity. A panel of Country Day alumni entrepreneurs will judge your projects.

21st Century Global Issues - UHS492 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Juniors/Seniors
Global Issues of the 21st Century is a course that will delve into the forces shaping the future and the
history of the 21st Century. Some of the topics that may be included are: urbanization, civil war, nations
in transition, child labor, humanitarian intervention, global trade, weapons of mass destruction,
migration, human rights, world hunger and environmental issues. We will develop a general
understanding of the various topics and then investigate specific issues further through case study.
This course will be discussion and activity based.

AP Seminar: Global Studies- USS513H (1 credit)
Prerequisite: 10th Grade: Successful completion of HS113H OR Successful completion of EN113H and
approval of 9th grade history instructor. 11th Grade: Successful completion of at least two (one in the
sophomore year) honors English and/or History Courses

The AP Seminar Global Studies course is designed to enhance student’s abilities to examine both
historical and contemporary geopolitical issues through a multitude of perspectives. Using an inquiry
framework and a discussion-based format, students will practice reading and analyzing articles,
synthesizing information, developing a claim based on multiple perspectives, and working on
assignments collaboratively. Through this course students will develop a deeper understanding of the
world, specifically on the complex relationships and power dynamics between nations. The course will
examine East Asia as a framework. Students in this course will participate in the AP Seminar
Assessments that is the first step in the AP Capstone designation. As a result, all students will
complete the 2 AP required performance tasks and will be required to take the AP Exam.

Sports Psychology - SS 452 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Seniors only
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This second semester introductory course is designed to look at the field of sport psychology. How
does the mind play a role in sports performance? Topics include motivation, confidence, burnout, and
mental toughness. Applicable areas such as goal setting, handling pressure and emotional regularity
will also be covered. Beyond homework assignments and quizzes for mastery of the concepts,
assessments will include case studies, role-play assignments and presentations in addition to a critical
self-reflection project. Students will also learn how to do research in the field of sports psychology and
demonstrate these skills with small inquiry-based projects of interest.

MATHEMATICS (UPPER SCHOOL)
The mathematics department at Detroit Country Day School emphasizes critical and creative thinking
in the study of mathematics and attempts to foster precision, orderliness, and clarity of thinking. The
knowledge, understanding, and application of mathematical concepts developed in the Upper School
years are extremely important for our students so that they may be better prepared to meet the
demands of the future. Of utmost significance are the character, values, and confidence that students
build during these years. It is extremely important that students have a positive perception of their
ability to work successfully with mathematics.

Toward the accomplishment of these goals, the mathematics department offers courses for students
of varying levels of ability and interest. The initial course sequence is Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra
II. Additional courses are available for the student in Precalculus, Statistics, Finite Math, Calculus I/II/III,
IV, Linear Algebra, Discrete Mathematics, Number Theory, and Advanced Topics in Mathematics. In
some cases, it is possible to study Geometry and Algebra II concurrently. Students are required to
complete three years of mathematics. Graphics calculators are used extensively and are required of
each student in Algebra II and beyond. Laptop computers, a variety of software programs (such as
Geometer’s Sketchpad, Microsoft Excel and Word, and WeBWorK), and online resources (such as
MathXL,Hotmath and MyMathLab) are used in the mathematics classrooms to enhance these courses.

Algebra I - UMA103 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Pre-Algebra
This is a one-year course designed to provide the student with a strong foundation for subsequent
secondary mathematics courses. Course content includes the properties of the real number system,
equation solving, operations with polynomials and rational expressions, factoring polynomials,
graphing linear and quadratic equations and inequalities, working with functions, and solving systems
of equations..

Geometry Essentials - UMA113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I and Teacher Recommendation
This course is available for students in their sophomore year. This course integrates topics from
geometry and algebra and includes an introduction to plane and spatial geometry. Emphasis is placed
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on the exploration of standard geometric topics in concrete ways. Students will use construction,
projects, and technology to understand the theorems, definitions, postulates, and properties of
geometry along with their applications. The focus of this course is to develop functional proficiency
with skills involving the study of shapes. It is followed in the math sequence by Intermediate Algebra
or Algebra II. Students study concepts of length and measure, congruence, similarity, ratios and
proportions, quadrilaterals, right triangles, polygons, circle and angle relationships, areas and
perimeter of polygons, and volumes and surface area of solids.

Geometry - UMA123 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I
This course integrates topics from geometry and algebra and includes an introduction to
three-dimensional geometry. The emphasis is on the development of logical and sequential reasoning
within the structure of a geometric system, and the development of the basic postulates and
theorems of Euclidean geometry. Students study concepts of formal proof, congruence, similarity,
indirect proof, ratio and proportions, quadrilaterals and polygons, circle and angle relationships, areas
and perimeters of polygons, right triangle trigonometry, and volumes and surface area of solids.

Geometry (Honors) - UMA123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I (regular or Honors) and teacher recommendation
This course integrates topics from both algebra and geometry. Emphasis is placed on the
development of logical reasoning within the mathematical systems studied. The basic postulates and
theorems of Euclidean geometry are developed and the concept of formal proof is studied in depth. In
addition to the traditional topics of geometry, basic concepts of logic, set theory, and graph theory are
studied. This course places a strong emphasis on developing students’ critical thinking and problem
solving skills.

Intermediate Algebra - UMA213 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I and teacher recommendation
This second year algebra course is designed for those students who have taken Algebra I but need to
have the basic skills of that course reinforced. The emphasis will be on developing an understanding
of the structure of algebra so that students have the mathematical tools and the self-confidence to
utilize mathematics successfully. The graphing calculator will be used and students will be taught to
apply mathematics to real-life situations. The syllabus will include all of the topics that are studied in a
traditional Algebra II course (see MA223 course description). Successful students will be encouraged to
enter Algebra II, Precalculus, or Statistics..

Algebra II - UMA223 (1 Credit)
Prerequisites: Algebra I and Geometry
This second year algebra course includes a review of Algebra I topics in addition to the introduction of
concepts necessary for successful precalculus and calculus studies. Course content is approached
through problem-solving, geometric and graphical interpretations. Topics include manipulations of
real numbers, solving equations and inequalities, graphing and solving systems of equations,
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simplifying polynomials and rational expressions, transformations of relations and functions, solving
exponential and logarithmic equations. With teacher recommendation, this course can be taken
concurrently with Geometry for highly motivated mathematics students.

Algebra II (Honors) - UMA233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Geometry (regular or Honors) and teacher recommendation
This course is a demanding second year algebra course with emphasis on preparing the student for
the Honors and Advanced Placement program in mathematics. Course content is approached
through problem solving, geometric, and graphical interpretations. Topics studied include
polynomial, rational, radical, exponential and logarithmic functions, equations, and inequalities.
Systems of equations with matrices, conic sections, probability, combinatorics, sequences and series,
and right and circular trigonometry are topics covered in the second semester. Students analyze
functions and use their mathematical abilities to solve real-life applications, which is enhanced
through the use of the required TI-84+ graphing calculator. With teacher recommendation, this
course can be taken concurrently with Algebra II (Honors) for highly motivated mathematics students.

Statistics - UMA311 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
This is a one-semester course intended for students who have completed Algebra II or Precalculus.
The course is designed to stimulate interest in statistics and to demonstrate the wide variety of real
world situations in which statistics are used. Statistical concepts will be presented in a simplified
manner, minimizing the symbolism and formulas typical of a traditional statistics course. Topics
include descriptive and inferential statistics, the use of surveys and sampling, uniform and normal
distributions, non- parametric tests, and correlation. The course makes use of existing computer
programs and the graphics calculator. Each student is required to do survey work and to present a
project based on material presented in class.

Finite Mathematics - UMA312 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
This course is offered in the second semester and is the sequel to the non-honors statistics course.
This course explores the topics of social decision making, matrices, and budgeting. Students will
further develop their mathematical modeling skills, algorithmic thinking, and decision making skills
by studying election theory, fair division algorithms, matrix operations, matrix applications, and basic
personal finance concepts.

Precalculus - UMA313 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Intermediate Algebra with teacher recommendation
This course is intended for those students who would like to strengthen their secondary mathematics
background and for those students who are planning to study calculus in the future. Topics from
Algebra II are reviewed and studied in greater depth are polynomial, radical, rational, exponential and
logarithmic functions, equations, and applications. Second semester topics include circular and
trigonometric functions and inverses, analytic trigonometry, probability, sequences and series, and
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combinatorics. Students use graphing calculators to explore, enhance, and analyze topics and
real-world applications.

Precalculus IB - UMA323 (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II and teacher recommendation
This is the first course in a demanding two-year sequence preparing students for the Advanced
Placement Calculus AB examination. The TI-84+ graphing calculator is used extensively to explore the
behavior of functions. Topics include the algebra of functions, exponential and logarithmic functions, a
thorough study of trigonometry, a study of the algebra of vectors, systems of linear equations,
matrices and determinants, polar coordinates, parametric equations, and sequences and series.

Precalculus (Honors) - UMA333H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This is the first course in a demanding two-year sequence in preparation for the AP Calculus BC
examination. Honors Precalculus is a fast paced course that covers the traditional precalculus
concepts in three quarters.The fourth quarter begins with a preview of BC Calculus. The course begins
with a re-examination of polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions. This review is
followed by an in depth study of trigonometry and vector algebra. Additional precalculus topics
include matrices and determinants, sequences and series, combinatorics and probability, and
parametric & polar equations. The calculus preview consists of the limit and the derivative. Topics are
presented in the context of real world problems to enhance students’ understanding of the material.

Statistics AP (Honors)- UMA343H (1 Credit)
Prerequisites: Any Precalculus and teacher recommendation
This two-semester course is intended to prepare students to take the AP Statistics examination in
May. The syllabus of the AP Statistics course is followed, which will introduce students to the major
concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. Students will explore
data using graphing calculators and numerical techniques and will learn how to develop a plan so
that valid information is obtained. They will also produce models using probability and simulation and
will learn statistical inference techniques that will confirm their models.

History Of Math 1 - UMA351 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
This course teaches mathematics within the context of its historical progression. Some major themes
in mathematics will be discussed, researched, andanalyzed, such as counting, number systems,
development of bases, the mathematics of war, Pythagorean topics, and Platonic Solids. In addition to
studying the writings of various mathematicians and investigating historical problems, students will
solve problems using past and present methods, conduct experiments, and research topics and
mathematicians. Mathematics transcends culture, time, race, and gender. Students will discuss how
social, cultural, and historical factors influenced the development of mathematics, and how
mathematics contributed to society and culture.
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History Of Math 2 - UMA352 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
This course teaches mathematics within the context of its historical progression. Some major themes
in mathematics will be discussed, researched, and analyzed; such as geography, navigation,
astronomy, graph theory, complex numbers, mathematics of forensic science, and differential and
integral calculus. In addition to studying the writings of various mathematicians and investigating
historical problems, students will solve problems using past and present methods, conduct
experiments, and research topics and mathematicians. Mathematics transcends culture, time, race,
and gender. Students will discuss how social, cultural, and historical factors influenced the
development of mathematics, and howmathematics contributed to society and culture.

IB Mathematics: Applications And Interpretations - UMA443 (1 Credit)
Prerequisites: Any Precalculus course
The IB Math: Applications and Interpretations course is open to students who have completed any
Precalculus course. Mathematics and technology play an increasing role in society in a diverse range
of fields in a data-rich world. This course emphasizes the meaning of mathematics in context by
focusing on topics that are often used as applications or in mathematical modeling. The course will
cover a review of the families of functions from precalculus and their applications in modeling, an
introduction to probability and statistical inference techniques, and an introduction to the calculus
concepts and applications of derivatives and integrals.

Calculus - UMA413 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Precalculus or Precalculus IB
This introductory course in calculus uses an intuitive approach to the applications and concepts of
calculus. The course is intended to strengthen the student’s understanding of secondary
mathematics, to increase the student’s capability of working with mathematical expressions and to
prepare the student to take a formal course in calculus in college. A review of algebra and
trigonometry is included, and the basic concepts of calculus are introduced using the graphics
calculator and available technology. Topics studied are: analytical geometry, limits, curve sketching,
differentiation and its applications, the integral and its applications, composite functions,
transcendental functions, and basic integration techniques.

AB Calculus - UMA423 (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Precalculus IB and teacher recommendation
This course is intended to prepare the students to take the AP Calculus AB examination. The syllabus
of the AP Calculus AB course is followed. Topics studied include elementary functions, limits, curve
sketching, the derivative and its applications, the antiderivative, techniques of integration, and the
definite integral and its applications. Each student must have a TI-84+ graphing calculator.

BC Calculus (Honors) - UMA433H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Precalculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
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This course is intended to prepare the student to take the AP Calculus BC examination. The syllabus of
the Advanced Placement BC course is followed along with additional topics. Calculus topics studied
are a review of functions and limits, differentiation and its applications, integration techniques and
applications of the definite integral, transcendental functions, analytic geometry, polar coordinates,
and infinite series. Each student must have a graphing calculator. In addition, advanced integration
methods are explored by non-seniors after the BC Exam.

Discrete Mathematics (Honors) - UMA511H (IB) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Precalculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This is a one-semester course intended for students who have an interest in mathematics and in
problem solving. It is designed to bridge the gap between algebra and more abstract topics and will
provide students with an appreciation of the beauty, extent and vitality of mathematics. Topics
studied will include rigorous proof writing, number theory, probability, combinatorics, recurrence
relations, and graph theory. An emphasis will be placed on problem solving using various
mathematical techniques.

Linear Algebra (Honors) - UMA522H (IB) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Precalculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This is a one-semester college level course intended for students who have an interest in mathematics
and in problem solving. Course topics include solving systems of linear equations and matrices,
determinants, vectors in 2-space and 3-space, vector spaces, linear transformation, eigenvalues and
eigenvectors. In addition, application of linear algebra to problems of approximation, systems of
differential equations, Fourier series and quadratic surfaces may be studied by non-seniors.

Number Theory (Honors) - UMA531H/UMA532H (IB) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: BC Calculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This is a one-semester college level course intended for students who have an interest in the study of
mathematics. Number Theory deals with the properties of integers and is perhaps the oldest subject
in mathematics (with many modern day applications). The course will analyze concepts from both
theoretical and current applications approaches. Theoretical work will include formal proof and
problem solving. Application of concepts will focus on computation and code writing/code breaking.

Advanced Topics In Math (Honors) UMA542H (IB) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: BC Calculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This is a one-semester college level course intended for students who have an interest in the study of
mathematics. Course topics may include dynamical systems (Fractals and the Mandelbrot Set),
conditional probability, discrete and continuous random variables, game theory, mathematics contest
problem solving, and other topics of interest to the students enrolled.

Multivariable Calculus (Honors) - UMA551H (½ Credit)
Prerequisites: BC Calculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation. This course is only available to
seniors.

Page 133 II Back to Table of Contents



This semester course in multivariable calculus uses all of the concepts taught in BC calculus in the
framework of three dimensional vectors. Derivatives and integrals, as well as vector functions and
vector fields culminating with Green’s, Stokes’, and Divergence theorems.

Further Mathematics (Honors) - MA572H (½ Credit)
Prerequisites: BC Calculus (Honors) and teacher recommendation
This course is a one-semester college level course intended for students who have an interest in the
study of mathematics. Course topics may include (depending on the background of the students
enrolled): graph theory, abstract algebra, advanced geometry and construction, and complex analysis.

Advanced Linear Algebra And Its Application To Multivariable Calculus And Differential
Equations (Honors) - UMA552H (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Multivariable Calculus and/or Differential Equations - Linear Algebra is preferred but not
essential
This is a one-semester college level course that begins with a review of the Gram-Schmidt Process
covered in Linear Algebra (Honors). Applications explored include: translation vectors and rotation of
objects and other relations in 2- and 3-Space, solving systems of differential equations, and exploring
fractals defined by matrix transformation in 2- and 3-space. The full range of topics covered during the
semester depends on each class’ background and experience.

Differential Equations (Honors) - UMA561H (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: BC Calculus and teacher recommendation
This is a one-semester college level course that expands on the techniques used in BC Calculus.
Students examine methods of solution (exact and approximate), existence and uniqueness results,
some qualitative theory, and applications. Some formal proofs will be discussed in class. The students
will study a variety of methods to solve linear first and second order homogeneous and
non-homogeneous differential equations, and higher order differential equations.

SCIENCE (UPPER SCHOOL)
The Detroit Country Day science department is committed to meeting the intellectually diverse needs
of its students. The science department offers a wide range of semester and year-long courses which
allow all students to explore many fields of study. The core of our students’ scientific knowledge is
built on a strong traditional foundation of courses in freshman biology, sophomore chemistry, and
physics. This base provides students the necessary skills to flourish within a broad range of elective
course work in Life Sciences, Chemistry and the Environment, Physics and Engineering, and
Computer Science. There are honor level courses available for motivated students within each major
scientific discipline. Students may also elect to take college level courses in Biology, Physics,
Chemistry, Psychology, and Environmental Science for which they may receive college credit after a
successful performance on Advanced Placement exams.
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Detroit Country Day School affords those students desiring a unique scientific experience the
opportunity to pursue personal interests in and beyond the classroom. We offer post-AP classes in
computer science, physics, astronomy and psychology for a more in-depth study of these subjects.
The faculty of the science department also encourages all students to pursue individual or team
research projects and competitions. These projects give the problem solving and analytical skills
taught in our classrooms a platform for application. As a result of its commitment, Country Day has
had a long tradition of excellence in local, state, and national science competitions.

Life Sciences
Health Education UHE131, UHE132 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
The U/S Health class is a one-semester class required for graduation that is taught in 9th grade. One
semester of Health Education is required for graduation. The course is designed to assist students in
making healthy choices. There are four content areas which are covered in the course:
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR); nutrition and fitness and their effect on acute and chronic
illness; drug education and substance abuse prevention; and reproductive health and issues related to
sexuality. The course emphasizes the importance of well-being and making informed choices for
optimal health.

Introductory Biology - UBY113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This introductory course places emphasis on reading and study skill development, using biological
science as means to focus on the improvements necessary for success in future studies and
coursework in the fields of science. Topics covered include: biology as a science, the chemistry of living
organisms, cell structure and function, photosynthesis and respiration, Mendelian and molecular
genetics, plant and animal development, and major animal phyla.

Biology - UBY123 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This modern introductory course follows the historical development of major advances in biology with
emphasis on laboratory skill development. Topics covered include: biology as a science, the chemistry
of living organisms, cell structure and function, photosynthesis and respiration, reproduction,
molecular and Mendelian genetics, evolution and population genetics.. This course may serve as a first
course in the two-year sequence of the Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate biology
program.

Biology (Honors) - UBY123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: department recommendation
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History of early biological work is studied in a sequential pattern to give to those students capable of
doing honors work the background of both the atomic and molecular basis of life and the advances of
recent years. Emphasis is placed on the molecular, cellular, tissue, and organ systems structure of
living organisms. Topics studied include cytology, molecular genetics, Mendelian genetics, population
genetics, energy transformations and transfers (fermentation, cellular respiration, photosynthesis),
reproduction (plant and animal), animal development, ten systems of the human body, ecology,
behavior, communities, and evolution. This course serves as a first course in biology for the two year
sequence of the Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate biology programs.

Anatomy And Physiology - UAN343 (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology
Human anatomy and physiology is the study of the structure and functions of the human body. The
course covers cell physiology and histology. It delves into detailed studies of the body including:
integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous, endocrine, digestive, respiratory, circulatory, and
reproductive systems. To better understand the concepts, a comparative dissection of the cat is
performed throughout the year. Medical terminology, clinical applications, guest lecturers, and a field
trip related to the course are offered.

Introduction to Neuroscience - UBY343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology, Geometry
Introduction to Neuroscience is for students who are interested in advancing their knowledge and
understanding of the human nervous system. This course will provide a foundation to the study of the
human nervous system, with an emphasis on the structure, function, and organization of the systems
that control movement, sensory processing, and learning and memory. Case studies will be used to
demonstrate the relationships between structure and function. In addition, the course will include a
study of neurodegenerative diseases, current treatments, and the research being done to understand
the causes and mechanisms leading to these diseases.

Human Genetics - USC311 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology
The latest theories in genetics as they apply to the human organism are explored in this semester
course. Topics to be covered include: the physical basis of heredity, organogenesis, variations in gene
expression, developmental genetics, the determination of sex, immunogenetics, blood genetics,
chromosomal aberrations, and genetic engineering.

Cell Biology - UBY431, UBY432 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology and Chemistry
Cell structure, function, and biochemistry will be examined in this course designed to help students
think about the basic unit of life. Special emphasis will be placed on current topics in cell biology
encompassing signal transduction (including the mechanisms of sight), protein formation and

Page 136 II Back to Table of Contents



processing, cellular organelles, gene regulation, the cell cycle and oncogenes (some of which are
involved in cancer formation). Functions of the specialized cells of the muscle, nervous and immune
systems will also be studied.

Microbiology And Parasitology - USC332 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology
The goal of this course is to provide a basic understanding of the impact of microorganisms on human
affairs and how parasites interact with their hosts. The study of microbiology will include learning
about how microorganisms live, reproduce, grow, and are controlled, understanding microbe-host
interactions, and finally how microbes are used for human benefit. During the parasitology study,
students will learn how over 1 billion people worldwide are infected by parasites such as those causing
malaria, African sleeping sickness, or intestinal worms. Students will explore the significant impact
these parasitic diseases have on both the physical and economic health of a large portion of the
world’s populations. A great deal of time in this course is spent on lab work. Therefore, developing
laboratory skills appropriate to both a microbiology and parasitology lab will be emphasized including:
learning proper care and handling of microscopes, sterile technique and above all, careful handling of
potential hazardous materials.

Stan-X Research in Genetics - UGE412 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology, completion of sophomore year, recommendation of a biology teacher and letter
of intent to the department chair.
The STAN-X program gives a framework for how to do genetic research with Drosophila melanogaster,
more commonly known as the fruit fly. Working through Stan-X module 1, students learn how to do
bench work in biology, creating random genetic changes in fruit flies to identify and stabilize new
strains that show interesting genetic traits.

Psychology AP (Honors) - UBY443H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry and Algebra II
Biological psychology is a course that seeks to examine the biological underpinnings to human
behavior. Students will study how the brain, nervous system, genetics, fetal development, hormonal
systems, and the environment play a role in shaping human behavior. The course begins by
examining the field of biological psychology. Areas of study include: the organization of the human
nervous system, fetal and adolescent nervous system development, Piaget and brain development,
how neurons function and the effects of medication on the human nervous system, sensory systems
and their role in human behavior, regulation of internal states, the biology of emotion, memory, and
learning, and finally brain disorders and their treatment. Biological psychology is designed to give
students the background necessary for taking the AP Psychology exam. Students’ grades are based
on multiple choice and essay exams, a research paper, and labs.
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Biology AP (Honors) - UBY423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: 80 average in first year biology & chemistry, two years of English.
This introductory college-level course prepares the student for the AP and subsidiary or higher level IB
examinations in biology. Topically, the course includes units on the chemistry of life, cell energetics
including a detailed analysis of photosynthesis, glycolysis, respiration, the materials and mechanisms
of genetics, and a taxonomic survey of living organisms, followed by a detailed consideration of the
biology of plants and animals. The year concludes with a study of population biology, including the
theory of evolution and the principles of ecology. Labs will be conducted to illustrate the major
concepts of this course.

Advanced Topics in Psychology I - UBY541H (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
Corequisite: AP Psychology
This course will focus on human development with an interdisciplinary emphasis covering biology,
psychology, and anthropology from conception to old age. Open to seniors, the course will cover the
nuances and intricate processes shaping individuals throughout their lifespans. Students will delve
into the biological, psychological, and cultural factors influencing human development, gaining
insights from prenatal influences and societal factors' impact on aging. This inclusive class aims to
equip seniors with a holistic perspective on the complexities of the journey from womb to tomb.

Advanced Topics in Psychology II - UBY542H (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II
Corequisite: AP Psychology
This course, designed for seniors, delves into the intricate exploration of consciousness across four key
domains: consciousness, animal and human consciousness and the possibility of machine
consciousness. The curriculum will address the fundamental question of what consciousness is,
probing the philosophical and scientific perspectives surrounding this enigmatic concept. Students
will critically examine the intriguing question of non-human animal consciousness, evaluating
existing evidence supporting or challenging this notion. The course will explore the complexities of
human consciousness, examining its functions, limitations, and the role of free will in
decision-making. Lastly, students will delve into the cutting-edge discourse surrounding machine
consciousness and artificial general intelligence systems, contemplating the feasibility of imbuing
machines with consciousness.

Chemistry and the Environment
Chemistry In The Community - UCH223 (1 Credit)
Prerequisites: department recommendation and at least a 70 in Algebra I.
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Chemistry in the Community (ChemCom) is a course designed by the American Chemical Society to
meet the needs of students who plan to pursue careers in fields other than science. The course
includes the major concepts, vocabulary, thinking skills, and laboratory techniques expected in an
introductory chemistry course. The program, however, contains a greater number and variety of
student-oriented activities than the regular chemistry course.

Chemistry - UCH213 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry with an 80 or above or teacher recommendation. Concurrent
enrollment in Algebra II is recommended
This course is designed to lead the student to an understanding of the basic concepts behind the
facts, formulas, and principles of chemistry while developing the critical thinking and problem-solving
skills necessary at the introductory level. Through lectures, lab work, and student group
problem-solving sessions, the course develops the concepts of matter and energy, the structure of the
atom, chemical equations, and stoichiometry, the gas laws, chemical bonding, solutions, equilibrium,
acids and bases, redox, electrochemistry, and nuclear chemistry.

Chemistry (Honors) - UCH223H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: 85 in Honors Math or 95 in regular geometry and department recommendation
This course involves the study of matter and its interactions. It includes a historical development of
atomic structure and a discussion of chemical bonding including the study of properties of ionic,
covalent, metallic, and macromolecular compounds. Chemical and physical properties based on
differences in intermolecular forces are emphasized. Stoichiometric relationships and the study of
gasses, liquids, and solutions complete the first semester. The second semester covers the principles
of thermochemistry, kinetics, and equilibrium including acid/base chemistry and solubility
relationships, oxidation-reduction reactions, and electrochemistry. An organic chemistry unit
completes the course.

Geology - USC371 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry
This introductory semester course in physical geology presents the geologic history of the earth. Major
topics include the rock cycle; minerals; igneous, sedimentary, and metamorphic processes and rock
identification; glaciation; deserts and wind; earthquakes; mountain building; and geologic time. There
will be a significant lab component covering these topics, including mineral and rock identification,
topographic map use, and aerial photography analysis of geologic and topographic features.

Oceanography - USC382 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry
This course in oceanography is a one-semester introduction to the world’s oceans. Topics covered
include a history of the study of oceanography, plate tectonics, the sea floor, water chemistry, the
earth’s atmosphere, ocean currents, waves and tides, coastlines and estuaries, ocean food webs, life in
ocean waters, and life on the ocean floor. Computers will be used to study CD-ROM programs on plate
tectonics and life in the sea.
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Organic Chemistry (Honors) - UCH323H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: 85 or above average in first year Chemistry
Organic Chemistry is a year-long, honors course covering the physical and chemical properties of
carbon compounds. The first semester covers nomenclature, structure, isomerism, stereochemistry,
and basic reactions including mechanisms. Aspecialsection during the first semester involves the use
of nuclear magnetic resonance and infrared spectroscopy to elucidate the structure of molecules. The
second semester emphasizes reactions involving various functional groups containing oxygen, free
radicals, and polymers. Techniques such as crystallization, extraction, chromatography and distillation
are stressed in the laboratory. Several compounds are synthesized and analyzed using various wet
chemical and instrumental methods. Unknowns are analyzed by the students using state-of-the-art
spectroscopic methods at a local university. The juniors in the course study biochemistry, including
carbohydrates and proteins during the latter half of the fourth goal. The course is open to any junior or
senior whose grade in either honors or non-honors first year chemistry course is 80 or above.

Text: Organic Chemistry, 3rd edition, David Klein, 2018.

Environmental Science AP/IB (Honors) - USC423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: 90 average or above in regular biology, 85 average or above in honors biology. At least
one completed honors class in English or History.
Students will develop a better understanding of the ecological principles of our planet leading to
helping them to make intelligent, informed decisions regarding its use. During the first semester
students will study the natural environment, the major ecosystems, biotic and abiotic components of
those ecosystems, nutrient cycles, energy flow, and population dynamics. During the second
semester, students will turn to the human impact on the natural environment, including such topical
issues as acid rain, the greenhouse effect, ozone depletion, resource use, the pesticide problem and
endangered wildlife. Students conduct many short- and long-term lab investigations to model topics
as they are considered in class. This course prepares the student for the Advanced Placement exam in
environmental science and the science section of the IB Environmental Systems and Societies exam.

Chemistry AP (Honors) - UCH423H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: 93 or above in general chemistry and regular algebra II; 87 or above in honors chemistry
and honors algebra II;
This course reviews the topics covered in the first year class, but in much greater detail. The first
semester involves an in-depth discussion of atomic structure, molecular geometry, interparticle
interaction, gas/liquid/solid and solution chemistry. The second semester covers the study of
thermodynamics, kinetics, equilibrium including buffers, hydrolysis and complex ion formation, and
electrochemistry. Laboratory experiences include qualitative analysis, synthesis and quantitative
analysis of various compounds. Open-ended experiments are emphasized where appropriate.
Successful completion of this course should prepare the student for the Advanced Placement exam in
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chemistry. This course in combination with the Organic Chemistry class would prepare the student for
either the subsidiary level or the higher level IB examination.

Physics and Engineering
Physics - UPH313 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra I; Corequisite: Enrollment in Algebra II
The goal of this class is to provide students with a challenging environment in which they begin to
analyze the world with new eyes. The apparent chaos of the physical world provides our table of
contents: motion - kinematics and dynamics, gravity, momentum, energy and work, heat, waves, light,
sound, optics, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear physics. Extensive lab investigations,
demonstrations, and design projects provide stimulating “hands-on” points through which
understanding is begun or reinforced. A solid mathematical component complements our
investigations throughout the year.

Physics (Honors) - UPH313H (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Geometry, Algebra II; 90 or greater average in Honors Algebra II or 93 or greater in regular
Algebra II. Concurrent enrollment in IB precalculus or above.
Honors physics presents first year students with a mathematically sophisticated investigation of the
everyday world. Topics of study include: motion– kinematics and dynamics, gravity,
momentum,energy and work, heat, waves, light, sound, geometric and physical optics, electricity,
magnetism, special relativity and modern physics. Though similar in topic to the introductory course,
honors physics utilizes a higher level of mathematics in modeling and problem solving. Laboratory
work and classroom demonstrations provide opportunities that enliven and challenge students
through every unit of study. With limited extracurricular study, the International Baccalaureate
subsidiary level in physics can be attempted. This is the preferred first year course for students
planning to continue with Advanced Placement physics.

Astronomy (Stars And Galaxies) - UPH321 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I, Geometry
The goal of this class is to introduce students to astronomy in three ways: as an introduction to what
objects reside in the universe, as an introduction to how these objects evolve into their current states,
and as an introduction into how scientists made these discoveries. The content of this course will
cover the universe outside of the solar system, including stars, stellar evolution, black holes,
galaxies,and cosmology. Laboratory exercises will illustrate how astronomers link astronomical
observations to astrophysics and web-based research will help students stay current with recent
happenings in the field.

Astronomy (The Solar System) - UPH322 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I
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This course examines our local neighborhood - the solar system. An in-depth look at how we have
come to understand how objects move in the solar system will be followed by an examination of the
physics and geology behind the sun and the planets, moons, asteroids, and comets that make up the
solar system. Data from ground-based telescopes and planetary missions will be used to learn about
each planet. The discovery of planets around other stars and the properties of these new solar systems
will be examined.

Engineering I - USC391, USC 392 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Must be a junior or senior. Corequisite: Any level of Physics
This one semester course emphasizes how engineering impacts the development of products used by
society. The curriculum will provide the student with the task of evaluating the economic and
sustainability cost/benefit issues which arise from the development of technology. Students will need
to critically evaluate and apply engineering principles at each stage of the development process. This
class will be an experiential rather than a theoretical endeavor; students will be expected to complete
a number of construction projects and white papers throughout the semester. Lecture will not be the
mode of learning, independent research and collaborative project creation will be the main vehicle
throughout the learning experience. Safety will be a strong emphasis in the shop. The Engineering
course will follow the “learn – design – build – evaluate” process throughout the semester.

Engineering II - USC 392 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Engineering I or one year of Robotics/Electric Car team
This course builds on the skills learned in Engineering I, adding in the use of coding to create solutions
for community-based problems. Using the Dartmouth Engineering cycle to refine critical thinking
skills, students will gain the confidence needed to create satisfying solutions to real engineering
problems.

AP Physics C (Mechanics and Electricity & Magnetism) (Honors) - UPH423H (AP) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Honors Physics or regular Physics with instructor recommendation. Concurrent
enrollment in calculus.
A calculus-based study of mechanics, electricity and magnetism are the areas covered in this
college-level course. This course is recommended to students who wish to pursue an intensive and
intellectually detailed study of the three major topics of physics. Specific aims of the course are to
develop students' abilities in reading, understanding, and interpreting physical information(verbal,
graphical, and mathematical), formalizing steps of problem-solving, utilizing basic mathematical
reasoning including calculus, and analyzing laboratories and demonstrations. Upon completion of the
class, students will be prepared to take the Advanced Placement Physics C examination. This course
serves as a solid foundation for study in the physical sciences or engineering.

Theoretical Physics I (Advanced) - UPH531H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: BC Calculus, AP Physics
Corequisite: Multivariable Calculus
This one-semester classes advanced mathematics to explore topics in classical and relativistic
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mechanics, classical field theory and continuum mechanics. In the first semester a special attention
will be paid to new math methods that are used in many applications in upper level college physics
courses.

Theoretical Physics II (Advanced) - UPH532H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: BC Calculus, AP Physics
Corequisite: Multivariable Calculus
This one-semester class uses advanced mathematics to explore topics in quantum theory, statistical
mechanics and chaos and complexity theory. In the second semester special attention will be paid to
using computer simulations to explore advanced topics in physics.

Intro To Astrophysics I (Advanced) - UPH541H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Honors physics Corequisite: BC Calculus
The content of this one semester course will cover the universe outside of the solar system, including
stars, stellar evolution, black holes, galaxies, and cosmology. For students with an advanced
mathematics background, a more detailed look at the celestial sphere, magnitude systems, stellar
structure and cosmology shows students how to apply their math and physics skills to creating a
better understanding of how the universe works.

Intro To Astrophysics II(Advanced) - UPH542H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Honors physics Corequisite: BC Calculus
For students with an advanced mathematics background, a more detailed look at the properties of
planets and orbital dynamics of our solar system leads to two major topics: the evolution of our solar
system and how our solar system compares to other planetary systems in the Milky Way.

Stellar Astrophysics (Advanced) - UPH551H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Honors physics, Intro to Astrophysics I Corequisite: BC Calculus
For students who have taken Intro to Astrophysics I, the physics of stars can be examined in more
detail. Radiative transfer, the physics of stellar atmospheres, nuclear fusion and stellar evolution will be
covered.

Independent Study in Science - USC531H/USC532H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: AP class in discipline, recommendation of supervising teacher and department chair
For students who wish to continue to study in a field of science beyond our post-AP course offerings,
they may propose an independent study class to their supervising teacher and department chair. This
independent study can consist of working through the curriculum of an agreed-upon textbook in a
new field, or it can be research (new or continuing) that can be supervised with periodic mentoring
from a teacher.
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Computer Science
Intro To Programming - UCS111, UCS112 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
In this beginning course, students will learn computer programming by studying the structure of
programs before learning the syntax of a computer language. Starting with applications that allow
students to program visually, students will finish the semester able to design and implement an
algorithm which can be translated to a computer programming language.

Introduction To Python - UCS141, UCS142 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: none
Python is a high-level, general-purpose programming language with a simple syntax. It is an
interpreted language, with a rich programming environment, including a robust debugger and
profiler. While it is easy for beginners to learn, it is widely used in many scientific areas for data
exploration. This course is an introduction to the Python programming language for students without
prior programming experience. It covers the fundamentals of computer programming as well as some
advanced features of the Python language. The course is structured to benefit students who are
interested in building simple console-based games.

Introduction To C - UCS231, UCS232 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra I
The Goal for this course is to prepare students to be able to write, compile and understand C
programming. Students in this course learn the basic syntax of C including data types, expressions,
and control statements. The course begins with an overview of the C programming language and an
introduction to compiling and running C programs. Next, students learn how to use the assignment
operator with variables of integer and Boolean data types. The course then covers basic control
statements such as if statements, if/else statements, switch statements, and for statements. Students
learn how computer hardware is organized to help them understand the behavior of computer
programs.

Introduction To Game Development Using Python And Pygame - UCS241 / 242 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UCS141 or UCS142
This is an introductory programming course that will motivate programming through the creation of
video games using the Pygame framework (also called the Pygame library) in the Python
programming language. Students will learn the basics of programming in Python and then quickly
move to creating games with 2D graphics. New programming concepts will be introduced as a means
to further game creation. Basic concepts in video game design such as setting up a graphical display
and handling events, skills that are essential for any game will also be introduced. This is a
project-based course and students are expected to demonstrate the techniques taught in class
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through their projects. The class combines lectures and short projects. No previous programming
experience is required.

Intermediate Programming & Data Structures - UCS321, UCS322 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: Algebra II, or any Intro Computer Science class
This course logically follows either of the 200-level courses (Programming and Design for the Web 1,
CS221/222.) This course builds on pieces of programming learned in the prerequisite courses. Juniors
and seniors with interest and ability in the physical sciences and/or mathematics may take this course
as their first computer science course.

Intermediate Programming and Data Structure is an integral part of the advanced placement
computer science sequence, covering the first few chapters of the Computer Science AP textbook.
Many students choose to continue with that course (CS433H). This course includes algorithms, general
computing, object-oriented programming, and structured programming (including control structures
and methods) concepts. The course currently uses the Java programming language.

Computer Science A - UCS433H (AP) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: UCS321, UCS322
This class, an honors level Advanced Placement class, logically follows Intermediate Programming and
Data Structures (CS321/322) and builds on the programming concepts, data structures, and language
of that class. The goals of the class are comparable to beginning college level courses in computer
science and computer engineering.

The course outline includes object-oriented program design, program implementation, program
analysis, standard data structures, standard algorithms, and computing in context (software and
hardware components, and ethical and social implications).

Programming applications are used to develop student awareness of particular algorithms and data
structures. This course provides a comprehensive background in computer science; we especially
recommend it for students wishing to pursue careers or degrees in computer science, engineering,
physical sciences, or mathematics. The course uses the Java language.

Advanced Topics In C++ - UCS441/UCS442 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: UCS231, UCS232, UCS433H
The Goal for this course is to prepare students to be able to use void functions classes, subclasses,
friend functions, operator overloading, polymorphism, inheritance, and object-oriented programming
concepts and techniques. This class covers the more advanced aspects of object-oriented
programming and the C++ programming language. Techniques including subjects such as file access,
abstract data structures, class inheritance, and other advanced techniques. The following C++
programming topics are covered: classes, objects, function and operator overloading, inheritance and
dynamic polymorphism, templates, exceptionhandling, standard template library, data structures,
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complex input/output standard and file handling techniques, program documentation, bit
manipulation and other advanced C++ techniques.

Independent Study in Computer Science - UCS4611H/UCS462H (ADV) (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: AP class in discipline, recommendation of supervising teacher and department chair
For students who wish to continue to study in a field of computer science beyond our post-AP course
offerings, they may propose an independent study class to their supervising teacher and department
chair. This independent study can consist of working through the curriculum of an agreed-upon
textbook in a new field, or it can be research (new or continuing) that can be supervised with periodic
mentoring from a teacher.

WORLD LANGUAGES (UPPER SCHOOL)
Those who learn and master another language open the door to knowledge and an in-depth
understanding of other lands, people, and cultures. It can also lead to more enjoyable travel and to
expanded career opportunities. Moreover, the study of world languages engages the mind in
stimulating intellectual activity and hones it for the pursuit of knowledge in other fields, including a
deeper understanding of one’s native language.

Because Detroit Country Day School recognizes the value of world languages, successful study of at
least one world language through a Level III course is a requirement for graduation. Students may
begin or continue the study of Latin, German, French, Spanish or Chinese through advanced levels.
Honors courses are offered in all languages, but not necessarily at all levels. One of the major
objectives of all advanced language classes is to prepare students for Advanced Placement, and
college placement examinations.

Upper School world language study provides a time of great opportunity to achieve a high degree of
oral and written fluency, to read the great literature of other lands in the original language, to enter
national language contests, to take cultural field trips, and extended foreign study trips.

French Level I - UFR113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This course introduces students to basic grammatical concepts, vocabulary, verb forms, and French
culture. Development of listening and speaking skills is stressed. Accurate pronunciation and
intonation are critical. French is used whenever practicable, although not to the absolute exclusion of
English. Audio files complementary to the text are used regularly. By the end of the year, students will
have acquired a working, active vocabulary appropriate for the first level.

French Level II - UFR123 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level I

Page 146 II Back to Table of Contents



This course continues and expands the principles of grammar, vocabulary building, and speaking
begun in French I. Oral French is emphasized along with continued work on reading, listening
comprehension, and writing skills. Learning new verb forms and tenses is an integral part of the
course. The text expands upon the grammatical concepts and cultural material presented in French I.

French Level II (Honors) - UFR123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level I and department recommendation
This course continues and expands the principles of grammar, vocabulary building, and speaking
begun in French I. Oral French is emphasized along with continued work on reading, listening
comprehension, and writing skills. Learning new verb forms and tenses is an integral part of the
course. The text expands upon the grammatical concepts and cultural material presented in French I.
Students in the honors course work at a faster pace, study supplementary grammar, supplementary
readings, and address a greater variety of cultural topics.

French Level III - UFR233 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level II
Students will review, refine, and expand the grammar presented in French Levels I and II. The
emphasis is placed on the structures and vocabulary suitable for conversation, informal writing, and
the reading of contemporary French literature and news articles. Audio files complementary to the
text are used to develop listening comprehension skills, build vocabulary, and increase oral facility.

French Level III (Honors) - UFR233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level II (honors) and department recommendation.
Students will review, refine, and expand the basic grammar presented in first and second year French.
Literary verb tenses are taught for recognition purposes. A goal of this course is to complete the study
of all basic French grammar. There is a major emphasis on building both conversational and literary
vocabulary. Le Petit Prince is used as an introduction to the study of literature and literary analysis.
Further reading comprehension skills are developed during the year. Work in this course is required
for preparation toward the AP exams.

French Level IV - UFR343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level III
This course offers students the opportunity to work toward proficiency in the French language
through the study of French films, short stories, French music, podcasts and other contemporary
media. Students will work through one film per goal. Class periods will involve portions of French
media for listening comprehension, discussions and theatrical skits for speaking practice, and reading
and writing activities related to the media of each unit. Vocabulary and grammar support will be
provided by the instructor as-needed. All of the instruction and materials such as text documents,
films, music, etc. in this class will be presented in French. This class will provide students the
opportunity to practice and improve their French skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking).

French Level IV (Honors) - UFR343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level III (Honors) and department recommendation
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The French IV (H) course begins to prepare students for the AP French class, introducing more cultural
lessons and strengthening students' communication in French. Students will gain experience in the
language through authentic reading, listening, and speaking experience. Strong emphasis is placed
on building a solid grammatical foundation in addition to fine-tuning students' abilities in interpretive,
interpersonal and presentational communication.

Quebec: History, Culture And Traditions - UFR451 (½ Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level IV
In this semester-long course, students will learn how Quebec became a predominantly
French-speaking province in the predominantly English-speaking continent of North America. An
in-depth overview of Quebec history, culture and traditions will include an overview of the French
dialect in Quebec and the impact of language attitudes on the Quebec region. All of the instruction
and materials such as text documents, films, music, etc. in this class will be presented in French. This
class will provide students the opportunity to practice and improve their French skills (reading,
writing, listening and speaking) while learning the rich history and culture of Quebec. French
grammar and vocabulary will not be taught explicitly in this course, and it is recommended that
students take this course alongside French V or French V (H). After successful completion of this
course, students will be able to understand traditions and perspectives of the inhabitants of Quebec,
practice French through the study of culturally relevant authentic resources, gain an understanding of
the historical events that have led to current laws and practices in Quebec, and identify and better
relate to the unique challenges of linguistic minorities.

French Level V - UFR453 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level IV
This course offers students the opportunity to continue building proficiency in the French language
through the study of French films, short stories, French music, podcasts and other contemporary
media. Students will work through one film per goal. Class periods will involve portions of French
media for listening comprehension, discussions and theatrical skits for speaking practice, and reading
and writing activities related to the media of each unit. Vocabulary and grammar support will be
provided by the instructor as needed. All of the instruction and materials such as text documents,
films, music, etc. in this class will be presented in French. This class will provide students the
opportunity to practice and improve their French skills (reading, writing, listening and speaking).

AP French Language & Culture V (Honors) - UFR453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: French Level IV (Honors) and department recommendation
The AP French V (Honors) course is the most advanced French class offered at DCDS. It is conducted
entirely in French and it is designed for students who wish to pursue their study of the language at a
higher level. The students will not only learn the listening, writing, grammatical and speaking skills
required for the AP examination, but they also cover the history and culture of many francophone
countries. They engage in discussions about the perspectives on the cultural influences they have
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adopted and they evaluate the validity of their opinions as well as question their assumptions. Their
level of critical thinking also increases through many discussions, debates and papers.

German Level I - UGR113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This course provides students with a sound basis for learning German as it is spoken and written
today, and promotes understanding of the culture of German-speaking people. Students are
encouraged to participate actively in conversations and skits based on everyday situations, to employ
variations on lines they have learned, and to respond to numerous questions posed by the teacher and
classmates. Students learn basic grammar by means of oral and written exercises designed to
highlight the patterns needed to form correct sentences, inquiry-based instruction, games,
partner/group activities, and projects. They encounter the culture through special readings, video
clips, and comments drawn from the experience of the teacher.

German Level II - UGR123 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: German Level I
This course continues to develop basic German language skills: listening comprehension, speaking,
reading, and writing. A deeper awareness of German culture is fostered while reviewing and
expanding the structures and vocabulary presented in the first level course. New grammatical
structures and vocabulary are presented through inquiry-based instruction, games, partner/group
activities, and projects. Students continue to participate actively in conversations, skits, and readings,
all of which deal with cultural topics of interest to young people.

German Level III (Honors) - UGR233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: German Level II
Students in this course encounter German as it is used in a wide range of topics and forms. They learn
to read contemporary German from short stories, fables, and famous legends and sagas from the

German-speaking regions of Europe. Through study and discussion of these selections, students learn

to comprehend narrative and conversation and to develop an ability to communicate orally and in
writing on topics of general interest. The course fosters increased active and passive vocabulary and
emphasizes the refinement of grammatical skills and vocabulary.

German Level IV (Honors) - UGR343H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: German Level III Honors
In this course, students continue to refine and polish the skills developed in the third level and prepare
for the AP German Language examination. Students will read, critically analyze, and discuss the works
of German authors. Students undertake the study of at least one of the following: a drama, a work of
poetry, a novel or novella, or a work of nonfiction. They also research and discuss an aspect of German
life and civilization.

AP German Language & Culture V (Honors) - UGR453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: German Level IV Honors
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This advanced course is designed for those students who wish to deepen their preparation for the
International Baccalaureate and/or Advanced Placement examinations. Students continue the study
of authors, works, and themes prescribed by the IB curriculum. They enrich their understanding of
German life and civilization through further research topics. Works to be read and skills to be
emphasized will be determined by the teacher and the student after analysis of the student’s
strengths and weaknesses vis à vis the AP and IB language, literature, and culture requirements.

Latin Level I - ULA113 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: none
This class is offered to freshmen and other students with no previous experience in Latin. Grammar
study will include nouns and adjectives of the first, second, and third declensions, numerals, personal,
demonstrative, and relative pronouns, all tenses of the four verb conjugations in active and passive
voices, complementary and objective infinitives, imperatives, participles, and common irregular verbs.
Vocabulary study will emphasize those words that appear frequently in major Roman authors and
those useful for English derivatives. Students will read and translate substantial connected passages
in Latin integrated with grammatical topics.

Latin Level II (Honors) - ULA123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Latin Level I or equivalent
Latin II Honors will integrate review of material covered in Latin I with a progressive introduction to
the remaining elements of grammar and syntax necessary for reading authentic Latin. Grammar
study will include the fourth and fifth declensions, the indirect statement, deponent verbs, the
subjunctive mood, subordinate subjunctive clauses, and gerunds and gerundives. Vocabulary study
will emphasize those words important for major Roman authors; towards the year’s end, short
passages from Roman literature will be introduced. Examination of Roman culture will be continued,
with emphasis on daily life, but also including areas such as geography and literary history.

Latin Level III (Honors) - ULA233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Latin Level II or equivalent
Latin III Honors will focus on the development of advanced reading skills. The course will start with a
survey of selections adapted from Roman authors, such Livy and Pliny; elements of grammar not
previously covered, such as conditionals, will be introduced in connection with specific readings. The
main section of the course will focus on excerpts from Caesar’s Gallic Wars, with particular emphasis
on material that will appear on the AP exam. The closing weeks of the course will feature a close
examination of excerpts from Cicero’s First Catilinarian, with attention to literary and rhetorical
devices, as well as examples of modern rhetoric based upon Cicero’s style.

Latin Level IV (Honors) - ULA343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Latin Level III or equivalent
Latin IV Honors/IB will cover readings required for the IB Latin exam at both the standard and higher
levels. Currently, the Catullus and Horace components are offered, with other components potentially
added as time and interest permit. Those who start Latin I in their freshman year may, with instructor
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permission, elect to take AP Latin in the fourth year instead. The course will emphasize further
development of translation skills, but much attention will be given to the historical contexts of the
works read and issues of literary analysis.

Latin Level V (Honors) - ULA453H (AP) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Latin Level IV or equivalent, or Latin Level III with instructor permission
Latin V Honors/APwill cover the Latin APsyllabus, which features readings from Julius Caesarand
Vergil. Students will increase their speed and facility at reading with nightly translation assignments of
progressively greater length; class time will chiefly be devoted to sight reading. In addition to review of
all previous grammar and syntax, with infrequent grammatical constructions not previously
encountered addressed as needed, students will also concentrate on writing analytical essays
covering the stylistic, thematic, and historical issues underlying the course texts.

Spanish Level I - USP103 (1 Credit)
The first course of Spanish offered in the Upper School is based on the belief that the purpose of
learning Spanish is to communicate with the people who speak it and to understand their cultures.
The ultimate goal of the class is to have students use the Spanish language for oral and written
communication. Both vocabulary and grammar study are integrated in the development of
communicative ability. Themes of the course have been chosen to reflect what students want and
need to talk about. Creative projects are included.

Spanish Level II - USP123 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level I
Second year Spanish continues the development of communicative ability. Authentic avenues to
communication and culture are continued. Students engage in authentic communicative tasks using
pair and group activities. Vocabulary and grammar initially learned in the first level are reintroduced
and each review allows students to expand to new levels of achievement in concert with new
vocabulary and grammar, so that their language becomes more refined, more elaborate and more
complex. Computers are used for brief, sometimes creative writing projects.

Spanish Level II (Honors) - USP123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level I and department recommendation
Honors Spanish emphasizes an interactive, communicative approach to learning Spanish. This class
will develop students’ speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills and will encourage them to speak
in Spanish also so that they will be capable of expressing their own ideas with confidence when they
need to communicate in real-life situations. Ninety percent of all vocabulary tests will be Spanish to
Spanish questions. Advanced rules of grammar will be taught. Cultural knowledge is an integral part
of the class. The everyday lives of Spanishspeakers will be introduced as well as the different countries
and regions of the Spanish-speaking world. All students will sit for the National Spanish Exam as a
prelude to AP classes during the junior and senior years of high school.

Spanish Level III - USP233 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level II
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During the third level of Spanish, effective learners not only construct their own understanding of new
concepts, but they also help themselves be successful learners. Problem-solving strategies are put to
use in the target language. At this level of language acquisition, students are effective listeners,
readers and writers. Reading selections are stressed along with communicative practice. Grammar is

still a major part of the class.

Spanish Level III (Honors) - USP233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level II and department recommendation
This class provides a contemporary design with a focus on language, literature and film. The class has
a cohesive two-part structure with an emphasis on grammar and reading. SP233H is an ideal resource
for Advanced Placement examinations. A modern, integrated video contextualizes material presented.
Authentic readings and literary selections by well- known Hispanic authors are included in the course.
New vocabulary is introduced that develops communicative competence.

Spanish Level IV - USP343 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level III honors or non-honors
This class is designed to help students become functionally proficient in the Spanish language and
familiar with common Hispanic customs and traditions. The materials used in this program are
designed and organized around the three principles of communicative proficiency: function, content,
and accuracy. Students use the language in realistic contexts(function), communicate with each other
on topics relevant to their lives and interests (content), and develop their skill in using lexical and
grammatical features of Spanish (accuracy).

Spanish Level IV (Honors) - USP343H (IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level III Honors + department recommendation
This course is directed toward the acquisition of advanced skills in the areas of oral proficiency,
listening comprehension, writing process, reading comprehension, text-handling, grammatical
analysis, development of vocabulary, literary analysis, and the study of culture. The course should be
considered as the first year of a two year formal preparation for the Advanced Placement testing
programs. The acquisition of the skills mentioned above will provide each student with the
opportunity to continue with the study of Spanish at the college, honors,and/or AP levels. Speaking
Spanish in the class at all times is required.

Latin American History, Culture And Traditions - USP451/452 (1/2 Credit)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of SP343H or teacher recommendation
This course will provide an overview of the main historical, economical, geographical, political, and
cultural aspects of Latin American and the Latinos in the US. The course will start by studying first the
historical and ethnic background of this region of the world in order to later on examine its present
economic, cultural and socio-political condition. This course will also analyze the significant challenges
and struggles that face Latin America during this era of globalization, including its relationship with
the United States, examining several contemporary issues such as immigration and the role of the
Latinos in the US. All of the instruction and materials such as text documents, films, music, etc. in this

Page 152 II Back to Table of Contents



class will be presented in Spanish. This class will also provide the students the opportunity to practice
and improve their Spanish skills (listening, verbalization, and written) while learning the rich history
and culture of Latin America.

Spanish Level V - USP453 (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level IV honors or non-honors
This is the last course in the sequence of non-honors Spanish classes. The course is designed so that
students will gain practice in speaking, listening, reading, and writing skills. Students will have a
concise review of the major points of Spanish grammar.

Vocabulary acquisition will be stressed and students will be encouraged to perform Spanish skits to
enhance their vocabulary and speaking skills. Writing will involve short Spanish compositions based
on the in-class readings and other topics. The class will be taught in Spanish. Students are expected to
communicate in Spanish as much as possible in order to develop proficiency and communication
skills.

AP Spanish Language & Culture V (Honors) - USP453H (AP/IB) (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Spanish Level IV honors + department recommendation
Fifth year Spanish is a complete college level course that provides AP students with a solid foundation
in the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The broad scope of the class is to
develop the necessary skills to communicate proficiently in Spanish and to appreciate the rich and
diverse Hispanic culture. An intensive grammar review is completed during the first semester and
extensive vocabulary is presented. AP exercises are offered for practice. Literary and cultural readings
are included.

Chinese I - UMC113 (1 Credit)
This is a beginning Chinese class intended for students with no prior knowledge of any Chinese
dialect or written Chinese. The course will help students to develop basic listening, speaking, reading,
and writing skills in modern standard Chinese, using pinyin and simplified characters. In addition, this
course will cover computer skills not only with Chinese programs, but as a means for using computers
as a learning technique to study Chinese.

Chinese II (Honors) - UMC123H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Chinese I or successfully pass placement test
This course is a continuation of Chinese I with a review of grammar and further development of
reading and writing skills in Chinese. A supplemental introduction to Chinese culture will also be
included. The course will further emphasize Chinese pronunciation, the pinyin system, the Chinese
character writing system, and sentence composition. This course will also continue to enhance
computer skills with Chinese programs.

Chinese III (Honors) - UMC233H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Chinese II or successfully pass placement test

Page 153 II Back to Table of Contents



This course is designed for students interested in a continuation of Chinese II, with a review of
grammar and a further development of reading and writing skills in Chinese. The course is conducted
mostly in Chinese. Students in the honors course work at a faster pace, study supplementary
grammar, supplementary readings, and address a greater variety of cultural topics. The class has a
two- part structure with an emphasis on Chinese language and Chinese culture. Computer skills with
Chinese programs will be reinforced.

Chinese IV (Honors) - UMC343H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Chinese III or successfully pass placement test
This course is a continuation of Chinese III (honors). The course is designed to enhance the students’
fluency in speaking and writing. Conversation and composition skills are emphasized. The course is
conducted mostly in Chinese. Chinese IV (Honors) is an ideal resource for Advanced Placement
examinations. Students will start to develop more complex conversational skills with greater exposure
to authentic Chinese materials of both spoken and written varieties. Emphasis will be placed upon
practical use of Chinese, so that students experience the world of real communication among the
Chinese people.

Students will not only learn to read and write at an advanced level, but will also gain the ability to
understand, and speak Chinese in a variety of situations. This course will continue the advancement of
computer skills with Chinese programs.

AP Chinese Language & Culture V (Honors) - UMC453H (1 Credit)
Prerequisite: Chinese IV or successfully pass placement test
This course is a continuation of Chinese IV (honors). This course is specifically designed to prepare
students for the AP Chinese Language and Culture examination. It provides AP students with a solid
foundation in the four language skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing with the help of
technology. The broad scope of the class is to develop the necessary skills to communicate proficiently
in Chinese and to appreciate the elements of diverse Chinese culture. It is conducted entirely in
Chinese.

ADVANCED COURSES OF STUDY (UPPER SCHOOL)
Upper School Advanced Placement Program (AP)
Detroit Country Day School offers an extensive Advanced Placement (AP) program. The AP curriculum
includes courses of disciplined and orderly inquiry. The program is designed to challenge gifted
students and develop in them the ability to master complex knowledge. AP exams are given
nationwide and in American schools abroad in May and may qualify students for college credit and in
some cases, sophomore standing upon entering college. Examinations are graded by a corps of
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examiners from around the country on a scale of 1 (no recommendation) to 5 (extremely well
qualified).

DCDS administers AP exams in the following subjects:

ǁ French Language

ǁ Computer Science

ǁ Spanish Language

ǁ Statistics

ǁ Calculus AB

ǁ Calculus BC

ǁ Music Theory

ǁ English Literature

ǁ German Language

ǁ United States History

ǁ Studio Art

ǁ Biology

ǁ Seminar-Global Studies

ǁ Physics

ǁ Government and Politics: US

ǁ Chemistry

ǁ Environmental Science

ǁ European History

ǁ Psychology

ǁ Latin

ǁ Art History

CONSERVATORY OF FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS (UPPER SCHOOL)
Introduction
The Detroit Country Day School Conservatory puts a clear focus on building artistic capabilities for
students seeking a career in the fine and performing arts. The rigors of advanced study and practice
in their chosen discipline, mentored by artist/ faculty and counseled on higher education options
promotes students for entrance to the nation’s most prestigious art schools, music conservatories and
theatre programs.
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By clearly identifying the Conservatory as a course of study option within our college preparatory
mission, we put into action a focused mentoring of student artists who are gifted in their discipline
and seek the preparation for the very competitive admission process at the top schools specializing in
their arts discipline.

The fine and performing arts teaching staff are, for the most part, faculty artists that work in their
professional field and also have the unique ability to teach. They have the connections and experience
to introduce students to a variety of professional associations which further prepare students for a life
as a fine or performing artist.

The opportunities for Detroit Country Day School to engage in professional partnerships with area arts
organizations began with the building of the Performing Arts Center. Three of our partners who use
the PAC for their professional series, the Chamber Music Society of Detroit, the Great Lakes Chamber
Festival and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, have brought master class opportunities to our music
students. There are similar opportunities for partnerships with professional dance and theatre
organizations.

A College Preparatory Approach
Within Detroit Country Days’ college preparatory curriculum, students in the Conservatory, with the
guidance of the faculty are able to customize a plan of study that ensures advancement in their
artistic pursuits. Depending on scheduling options, students may take advantage of electives within
the IB (International Baccalaureate), AP (Advanced Placement) and Honors course offerings. Although
the same basic graduation requirements of DCDS will apply to Conservatory students, an emphasis on
a student’s artistic development for portfolio and audition readiness will be a major capstone of the
program.

Student Qualifications For The Conservatory
Freshman and sophomore students who articulate their desire to pursue the Conservatory program in
their discipline of study will be considered as having pre-Conservatory status. It is during these two
years (Grades 9 and 10) that faculty will mentor and guide students in building their capabilities within
the curriculum. Prior to entering the student’s junior year (Grade 11), a meeting will be scheduled with
parents, the student and respective faculty to assess the pre-conservatory experience, evaluate the
pros and cons of the Conservatory program, and, if applicable, chart a course of study for the junior
and senior years.

Each curricular area (art, music, theatre) will develop a recommended course of study for students
with pre-Conservatory status. It is recommended that students during this period explore a variety of
courses in their respective arts discipline, as well as, fully engaging in the academic curriculum so that
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all DCDS graduation requirements are met and a well-rounded education is at the core of the
four-year DCDS experience.

The Conservatory Program has the flexibility to customize a course of study depending on each
individual’s goals. In each arts discipline, however, there will be core curricular experiences that will be
required. In the Fine Arts department, AP Art History and AP Studio Art will be at the center of the
Conservatory experience. In the Theatre Department the two-year series of Theatre Arts IB and
Advanced Theatre Arts IB will be at the center of the Conservatory course of study in Theatre.

Even though each student will have a major focus in their work, additional arts experiences will be
encouraged. As an example, a theatre student should be encouraged to join the choir and/or take a
class in music theory. A vocalist should seriously consider a theatre course in anticipation and
preparation for performance opportunities. A fine arts student who has a passion for sculpture would
benefit from understanding life drawing or another medium, such as metals. To that end, the AP Art
History course has far reaching applications for all students in the Conservatory program.

Conservatory Of Dance (Upper School)
Vision
A training program that develops well-rounded dancers/performing artists for their own enjoyment or
in preparation for successful auditions resulting in admittance to the finest of university dance
programs offering B.A. & B.F.A. degrees in Dance or Performing Arts.

Student Expectations
For the student who strongly enjoys dance and/or wishes to seriously pursue a career as a dancer or
performer, the Conservatory program focuses on; skill training, performance experiences,
pedagogical/choreographic experiences and global view of dance that is reflected in unique ways
around the world. Students wishing to participate in the Conservatory program are expected to fully
engage in school productions and show consistent leadership in rehearsal and on-stage.

Student Requirements
ǁ 3-4 core credits in the dance curriculum which include:

ǁ Dance Techniques 1– Performance Foundations (1/2 credit semester course)

ǁ Dance Techniques 2 – Performance Studies (1/2 credit semester course)

ǁ Repertory Dance Ensemble – Full year class (1 credit) may be taken up to three years (3
credits) in sophomore, junior and senior years

ǁ NB: Dance 1 and Dance 2 are prerequisites for enrollment in the Repertory Dance Ensemble

ǁ 1-2 elective credits within the Performing & Communication Arts disciplines of music, theater
and films these are integral tools for the dancer.
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ǁ Students are required to be part of two productions over their four years at the Upper School.
Required participation includes; on-stage as dancer, assistant to choreographer or equivalent
leadership role.

Conservatory Of Filmmaking (Upper School)
Vision
A training program that develops well-rounded artists in filmmaking to prepare for either successful
admittance to university programs offering B.A. & B.F.A. degrees in Film/TV Production, Screenwriting,
Creative Producing, or Acting; or successful, lifelong pursuit of filmmaking or acting as a hobby or
passion. There are two tracks within the program: Production or Performance.

The coursework and experiences within the Production Track of the conservatory program focus on
film analysis, composition, camera usage, lighting and sound technique, screenwriting, advertising,
and editing technique.

The coursework and experiences within the Performance Track of the conservatory program focus on
acting technique, character analysis, screenwriting, and directing.

Students wishing to participate in the program are expected to show consistent leadership in class
and on set.

Student Expectations
For the student who wishes to pursue a career in film or acting for film, the Conservatory program
focuses on: film techniques, film analysis, and editing techniques as well as actor training and
directorial experiences. Students wishing to participate in the Conservatory program are expected to
fully engage in the school Film Festival and show consistent leadership in class.

Course Requirements - Production Track
3 credits (minimum) in Filmmaking from the following courses:

ǁ ½ credit - Foundations of Filmmaking

ǁ ½ credit – Acting Techniques for Film I

ǁ ½ credit – Intermediate Filmmaking ½ - Directed Study Film

ǁ 1 credit - Film Studio Productions

ǁ ½ credit - Independent Study Film

ǁ ½ credit - Portfolio Development Film

ǁ 1 credit in English from the following courses: Narrative Techniques in Literature & Film -
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED, Creative Writing - HIGHLY RECOMMENDED, or Honors/AP student
can choose from : (H) Rhetoric, Composition Innovation and creativity, (AP) Shakespeare & The
Development of Modern Drama
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Course Requirements - Performance Track
3 credit of required courses:

ǁ ½ credit - Theatre I

ǁ ½ credit - Theatre II

ǁ ½ credit - Acting Techniques for Film I

ǁ ½ credit - Acting Techniques for Film II

ǁ 1 credit -Acting Studio for Film

Additional Requirements For Both Tracks:
ǁ Enter a minimum of four films in Scholastic Arts and Writing Awards, MIPA, and DAFT in

junior and senior years.

ǁ PRODUCTION TRACK: The student’s role in these entries must be significant, including
director, director of photography, sound engineer, gaffer, or editor.

ǁ PERFORMANCE TRACK: The student must have a lead acting role in these films.

ǁ Prepare a senior portfolio of four films for presentation to an authentic audience at Celebrate
the Arts in late April.

ǁ Participate in 2 large-scale extracurricular film productions (jr. & sr. year)

ǁ Silver Point Feature Film Production - HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

ǁ 48-Hour Film Project Production

ǁ Approved Indie Film Production

Conservatory Of Fine Arts (Upper School)
Vision
The Fine Arts component of the Conservatory of Fine and Performing Arts is designed to challenge
the student who is passionate about Fine Art and has demonstrated a desire to develop their talent.
This dedication will be achieved through a cohesive and sequential plan, under the guidance of
professional artists/teachers. These mentors will define the artistic objectives of the individual student
and give honor and recognition to their commitment to four years of Fine Arts at Detroit Country Day
School.

Student Expectations
Minimum of 8-10 credits in Fine Arts classes Completion of AP Art History (strongly recommended)
Work is consistently of high quality Shows an imaginative, inventive, and confident articulation of the
principles of design Demonstrates higher level thinking Evidence of confidence and of verse
addresses fairly complex visual and/or conceptual ideas.

Student Requirements
By senior year, students must:

ǁ Artist statements for all pieces
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ǁ Compete and exhibit outside of school

ǁ Community service to Scholastic Art Show

ǁ Be a role-model to underclassmen

ǁ Complete a daily log of ideas, design, images and thoughts

ǁ Eight pieces for Scholastic portfolio in a special medium or a theme

ǁ Complete a senior show at Celebrate the Arts

ǁ Show a body of their best work 15-25 pieces

ǁ Participate in the installation of their own artwork

ǁ Artist statement that reflects their four years of art

ǁ Be present from 1-4 for the exhibition

ǁ Speak articulately of their work to viewers

ǁ Uses materials effectively, technique is generally excellent

ǁ May show successful engagement with experimentation and/or risk taking

ǁ Demonstrates informed decision making

ǁ Maintain a visual log of their work

Fine Arts: Range of 8-10 semesters of art classes. Strongly recommend AP Art History junior or senior
year (2 semesters). AP Studio required senior year (2 semesters).

Conservatory Of Music (Upper School)
Vision
The ancient Greek philosopher, Plato, extolled the benefit of music on the human being: “Education in
music is most sovereign because more than anything else, rhythm and harmony find their way to the
inmost soul and take strongest hold upon them, bringing with them and imparting grace if one is
rightly trained.” The Detroit Country Day School Conservatory of Music fully embraces the value and
importance of training in music, and offers an enriched course of study for those students who are
particularly dedicated to the pursuit of music scholarship and performance. Through extensive
academic training and concert experience, the DCDSConservatory of Music student will be fully
prepared to continue their musical journey at the collegiate level.

Student Expectations
It is the student that is eager to pursue every musical experience possible that is a candidate for the
Music Conservatory. Students wishing to participate in the Conservatory of Music program are
expected to fully participate in the performance area of their choosing and show consistent leadership
in rehearsal and on the stage. To fully prepare for the competitive nature of the pursuit of the
performing arts, the Conservatory student must consistently be willing to strive for their very best.
This includes private study as well academic music classes and ensemble participation.
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Student Requirements
ǁ 4 credits (all four years / grades 9-12) of a curricular (choir, band or orchestra) performance

class.

ǁ Successful Completion of Fundamentals of Music Theory (minimum requirement) OR
APMusic Theory (preferred) UMU513H and the AP Exam.

ǁ Participate in MSVMA/MSBOA Solo & Ensemble (or equivalent festival for pianists) OR study
their chosen instrument with a private teacher at least junior and senior year.

ǁ Audition for an advanced ensemble (Jazz Band, String Ensemble, and Bella Voce) junior and
senior year.

ǁ Senior Conservatory Showcase- performance for their peers in music classes during the school
day

ǁ Participate in at least one musical theatre production in each of the junior and senior years (pit
orchestra, chorus, or crew).

It is also recommended for the students to take additional coursework in the arts, such as
independent study, theatre, visual arts, etc. Some of these activities can also fulfill the school’s
blue/white and/or gold point requirements.

Conservatory Of Theatre (Upper School)
Vision
A training program that develops well-rounded theatre artists in preparation for successful auditions
resulting in admittance to the finest of University Conservatory programs offering B.A. & B.F.A.
degrees in theatre.

Student Expectations
For the student who wishes to pursue a career as a theatre artist, the Conservatory program focuses
on; actor training, directorial experiences, theatre production and design, and a global view of theatre
as it is reflected in unique ways around the world. Students wishing to participate in the Conservatory
program are expected to fully engage in school productions and show consistent leadership in
rehearsal and on-stage. To fully prepare for the competitive nature of the pursuit of the performing
arts, the Conservatory student must consistently be willing to strive for their very best; challenging
themselves rather than competing with others. In most cases this will include private study in
preparation for university auditions.

Student Requirements

ǁ 3 – 4 credits in the theatre curriculum which include:

ǁ Theatre 1 – Semester class in 9th grade

ǁ Theatre 2 – Semester class in 10th grade

Page 161 II Back to Table of Contents



ǁ Studio Theatre Ensemble – Full year class in 11th and 12thgrades

ǁ Theatre Production – Semester class in 11th grade

ǁ Theatre Design – Semester class in 12th grade

ǁ 1-2 credits within the music curriculum should be seriously considered as the actors'
understanding of their vocal capabilities through choir and/or music theory are important
tools for the working actor.

ǁ Audition for school productions all four years and commit to working on-stage, with the
technical crew or supporting production efforts through stage management and student
assistant director assignments.

ǁ Student initiated and designed/ directed senior recital featuring monologues, scenes and
musical selections if appropriate.

ǁ Participate in Celebrate the Arts performances junior and senior year.

ǁ Prepare appropriate theatrical selections for college auditions and, if required, produce an
audition CD/DVD.

GLOBAL SCHOLAR PROGRAM (UPPER SCHOOL)
Requirements/Audit Form
What is the DCDS Global Scholars Program?
The Global Scholars Program is designed to give DCDS students the opportunity to build global
competence. Students will develop a positive disposition toward cultural differences, speak and think
in languages in addition to their native language, and develop deep knowledge and understanding of
world history, geography, and global topics such as health, climate, and international economics.
Above all, students will develop a capacity to think critically and creatively about the complexity of
current global challenges.

What is the mission of the program?
The mission of the Global Scholars Program (GSP) is to prepare and inspire DCDS students to become
well-equipped leaders and productive world citizens by developing an appreciation, understanding,
and knowledge of our global community.

What are the academic and activity requirements?
While fulfilling the Detroit Country Day School academic and co-curricular requirements, students are
required to choose from classes that have a global perspective and they must participate in activities
emphasizing global studies/issues. Course requirements allow a degree of flexibility to allow students
to focus on their areas of strength. Upon successful completion of course and activity requirements,
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students will qualify for a Global Scholars Certificate or a Global Scholars Certificate with Distinction at
graduation.

CO-CURRICULAR INFORMATION (UPPER SCHOOL)
College Counseling Program (Upper School)
The college counseling program focuses on building a student’s foundation for college success
beginning in Grade 9. The program focuses on the student’s choices of academic and elective courses,
extracurricular and community service activities which help in building a student’s profile and
credentials.

Grade 9
Freshmen Acceleration Program UID111
This seminar is for Grade 9 and 10 students who are new to Detroit Country Day School and is
designed to increase student success at DCDS. Topics include time management, note and test
taking, laptop applications, critical thinking skills, college planning, DCDS culture and expectations,
and how to participate in the DCDS community. Classes will use a variety of formats: lectures, small
group discussions, guest speakers, exercises, questions and answers, and opportunities to express
what students are thinking and feeling.
Advising and programming in regards to:

ǁ Choice of extracurricular activities

ǁ Review of standardized college entrance exams and timeframe

ǁ Administration of the PACT

ǁ Freshman College Night- a comprehensive program presented by College Counseling office
professionals each year, tailored for freshmen students and their parents.

ǁ Lunch workshops presenting information and activities focused for this grade level

Grade 10
ǁ Administration of the “practice” PSAT/NMSQT (Preliminary Scholarship Aptitude Test/ National

Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) which measures the students educational skills and gives
them a chance to qualify for the NMSC (National Merit Scholarship Corporation) scholarship
programs.

ǁ Sophomore College Night- a comprehensive program presented by College Counseling office
professional teacher, tailored for sophomore students and their parents

ǁ Lunch workshops presenting information and activities focused for this grade level

Grade 11
ǁ Individual personalized counseling begins
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ǁ Administration of PSAT/NMSQT(Preliminary Scholarship Aptitude Test/ National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test) which measures the students educational skills and gives them a
chance to qualify for the NMSC (National Merit Scholarship Corporation) scholarship programs

ǁ Junior College Night - addresses college entrance tests, scholarships and financial aid, and
factors in selecting a college. Each family is also directed to a comprehensive Junior College
Counseling Handbook on Canvas. Attendance is mandatory.

ǁ Opportunity to meet with visiting college admission representatives

ǁ MaiaLearning, a college research and application management system, is introduced.
Students register and begin utilizing this tool for their research and application process.

ǁ Lunch workshops presenting information and activities focused for this grade level.

Grade 12
ǁ Individual personalized counseling continues

ǁ Senior College Night - reviews college application procedures, specific deadlines for various
college-related materials, college interviews and a range of other college application and
admission topics. Each family is directed to a comprehensive Senior College Counseling
Handbook located on Canvas.

ǁ Counseling on college choices, application essays critiques and deadline monitoring

ǁ Inform students of potential scholarship and financial aid opportunities

ǁ Small group discussion on transition from high school to college

ǁ Opportunities to meet with visiting college admission representatives

ǁ Workshops focused on college applications, essays, interviews and other pertinent topics

Throughout the senior year, college counselors continue to review student progress and monitor the
application process. Students are made aware of potential scholarship and financial aid opportunities
and are assisted with the related federal and college forms. In the second semester, seniors will attend
a series of small group sessions that address the transition from high school to college.

Topics Include college acceptances, deposits and enrollment, scheduling classes, time management,
college offices to go to for assistance once at college, residence halls and roommates, personal values,
safety and security on campus, and banking.

College Representatives at DCDS - Students are encouraged to meet with college admission officers
who visit DCDS. Upcoming visits from college representatives are listed in MaiaLearning, our college
research and application management system. Seniors should inform teachers if they will miss class
due to meeting with a college representative. Students are not permitted to attend sessions for which
they have not signed up. In some cases, juniors may be allowed to meet with college representatives
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provided they will not miss a class and they have permission in advance from the director of college
counseling.

Student Visits to College Campuses - Students who will miss school to visit a college campus must
submit a pre-arranged absence form.

Learning Support, Tutorials, And Study Halls (Upper School)
The Upper School has Learning Support Consultants who work with students during the school day in
order to provide one-on-one, specialized learning support. The following three programs have been

able to help students understand how they learn and be effective and efficient with their approach to
studying and completing the expected assignments. Each program creates a constructive learning

environment informed by educational research. We work together with students, so students can
learn to address learning challenges by understanding their own learning strengths.

The Tutorial Assistance Program (TAP) operates during the school day on Tuesdays, Wednesdays,
and Thursdays. Upper School Learning Consultants direct the program as Upper School teachers from
each academic discipline (English, History, Math, Science, and World Languages) tutor students in a
room in the Student Learning Center. Through this program, all students have access to one-on-one or
small group tutorials during the school day from DCDS teachers. TAP is an excellent resource for
students who are struggling academically, students who may excel in some subjects but have
difficulty in others, and students who consistently perform well but want to continually challenge
themselves to reach further. Additionally, TAP will help meet the academic needs of students who are
transitioning into the school for the first time or who are returning after an extended illness. This
program meets immediate and long-term educational needs. Learning how to access all resources
available is a vital skill necessary for students to reach their true potential, during their years at DCDS,
in college, and beyond.

The Academic Enrichment Program (AE) is designed with the same goals as the TAP program
described above. Academic Enrichment meets after school Monday through Thursday from 3:30 to
4:30. The AE program is directed by the Learning Support Consultants and is staffed by Upper School
faculty members from the Math, English, World Languages, History, and Science departments.
Academic Enrichment serves as an after school drop-in learning support for all Upper School
students. As a college preparatory school, we want students to learn to work with teachers while
preparing for tests, quizzes, writing papers, or pursuing an intellectual question with faculty. This
experience will encourage students to learn to draw on all academic resources when they attend
college. The Academic Enrichment program also provides a constructive approach to support
students who are on Academic Required Academic Support.
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The Peer Tutorial Program draws on students’ expertise and provides another avenue for student
academic assistance. The peer tutors from the DCDS Peer Tutor Board volunteer their time to tutor
students during mutually free periods, including Academic Enrichment times, to encourage fellow
students’ understanding of academic material being learned at the Upper School.

Study Halls may be available to students in grades 9-12. Graduation requirements, and the large
number of electives offered, will determine whether a student has a study hall. For Grades 9-12
attendance is mandatory for assigned students. In the Upper School, juniors and seniors are generally
exempt from study hall unless they are not making satisfactory academic progress.

Library Services (Upper School)
Our Values - We believe:

ǁ That intellectual freedom is a fundamental right for all.

ǁ That literacy is an essential skill across all platforms and disciplines.

ǁ That reading for personal information and enjoyment leads to lifelong learning.

ǁ That respect for intellectual and creative property is everyone’s responsibility.

Our Mission - Teach, Inspire, Explore
The Upper School Library is centrally located on campus and staffed with a professional librarian. It is
designed to meet a variety of informational needs and learning styles of the students and faculty.
There are places for quiet and small group study, classes and relaxed reading. The resources mirror the
developing curriculum and technology components of the school; support the mission of the school
and the specific goals of the Upper School program.

Print and online collections are reviewed and updated on a continual basis. The available reference
and research materials support the curricula and research projects, from the simplest of definitions to
those projects requiring in-depth expert authority. Digital resources are available for all subject areas.
The library website provides easy access to all of these resources anytime, anywhere.

The primary focus of the Library program is to collaborate with departments to support the
curriculum. Students are provided project specific and general instruction to meet not only their
immediate academic needs, but to prepare them for research at the collegiate level. Instruction
focuses on two primary areas:

Research skills and information literacy – Students are taught how to locate and use print and online
resources; and how to use a variety of filters and evaluation tools to identify which resources best
meet their needs.
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Responsible use of resources – Students receive instruction on the importance of giving credit to
their research sources, how to create a list of works cited in a variety of formats; how to avoid
plagiarism, and how to use technology and all resources responsibility.

Additionally, the library encourages the appreciation of reading for pleasure and personal learning.
The young adult and adult fiction collections provide opportunities for students, faculty and staff to
enjoy well known and emerging authors of all genres.
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