
Every student. Every mind. Every heart. Known. Inspired. Challenged.

Five Advantages  
of a Global Education
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1. aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2014/spring/reimers

All of our lives are greatly affected by events that are global in nature, that transcend 
and cannot be managed solely by national governments or institutions. With the 
increased ease of communications and travel and the deterritorialization of much 
economic activity (including the production of goods and the delivery of services), 
new opportunities are arising for global engagement, along with new challenges to 
global well-being.

As some individuals benefit disproportionately from globalization, others experience 
increased inequality and exclusion; as new challenges to environmental sustainability arise, 
so do related challenges of unsustainable population growth, human conflict, and poverty. 

Globalization itself can compound the impact of some of these challenges, turning 
local problems—a health epidemic, for example, or a political conflict—into global 
phenomena as people move physically and often virtually around the planet.”

DR. FERNANDO M. REIMERS

Ford Foundation Professor of Practice in International Education and Director of the Global Education Innovation 
Initiative and International Education Policy Masters Program at Harvard University1

http://aacu.org/diversitydemocracy/2014/spring/reimers
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While the population of the planet grows, our world grows smaller. We are more 

interconnected through advancements in technology, reaching around the globe  

to work with peers in other countries through arts and business.

The challenges of the 21st century call future generations to work together to solve 

issues like climate change, disease, hunger, and poverty. But traditional educational 

systems are not capable of equipping students to fully understand the world—and 

how they can change it. Teaching students to embrace differences, be curious 

learners, develop self-awareness, think critically, and work in teams should not be 

elective. Those are fundamental pillars of becoming a responsible global citizen. 

Our children will inherit our world—all of its good and all of its bad—so we must 

prepare them effectively. A global education teaches students to understand 

themselves and the world around them: different cultures, perspectives,  

and ways of accomplishing meaningful, demanding work. 

Learn how a global education at the primary and secondary levels gives students  

the necessary skills to be leaders in a changing world.

Defining Global Education
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A global education begins with an appreciation of the world and the connections within it. This isn’t 

reserved just for geography or social studies coursework. These viewpoints can be infused in every 

class, and respect should be instilled at an early age. Broadening children’s worldviews builds cultural 

sensitivity, diversifies their thinking, and improves their proficiency in communication.

This is best realized through a school that reflects the world around us—students, faculty, and staff 

diverse in thought, interests, backgrounds, and upbringings. When class sizes are small, it makes it 

easier for students to learn from and understand each other. The crossroads of different backgrounds 

and new perspectives is fruitful ground for learning.

Recent tragedies throughout the world...serve as a reminder of our common humanity 
and our shared interest in building bridges of understanding. For students who study 
a different part of the world, speak a second language, or study abroad, the experience 
can lead to a better appreciation of the complexity, challenges, and ambiguity, as well 
as the opportunities, of life in the 21st century. These skills and aptitudes contribute to 
our young people’s global competency.” 

MOHAMED ABDEL-KADER

Executive director of the Aspen Institute’s Stevens Initiative and former deputy assistant secretary for international and 
foreign language education at the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Postsecondary Education2

— N O. 1 —

Respecting and embracing differences

2. blog.ed.gov/2015/11/the-importance-of-an-international-education-for-all-students

http://blog.ed.gov/2015/11/the-importance-of-an-international-education-for-all-students
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The learning environment of a globally focused school requires students to be active participants in their 

education. Classrooms and teachers, equipped to support inquiry and exploration, position children as 

practitioners rather than consumers. Flipping classrooms to a dynamic, interactive space, where conceptual 

learning is the focus stimulates curiosity, critical thinking, and problem solving. Children of all ages respond 

to engaging classroom activities, collaborative opportunities, and assignments that force them to re-evaluate 

what they think they know.

Schools focused on global education often leverage technology to connect their students to peers in other 

communities or countries in learning activities. This connection furthers students’ perspectives but also 

teaches them how to be inquisitive and collaborate across borders.

Research shows that when students learn content through authentic tasks and 
real-world experiences, they are more likely to engage, which in turn leads to higher 
attendance and achievement. Global education directly engages students with real-
world issues and activities. What better way to entice students to practice Spanish than 
have them Skype with peers in Mexico, or to teach the skills of writing an argumentative 
essay by having them debate global current events pulled straight from the headlines?”

DR. ARIEL TICHNOR-WAGNER

Senior Fellow of Global Competence at the Association for Supervision of Curriculum Development3

— N O. 2 —

Increasing inquiry and  
engagement in learning

3. inservice.ascd.org/why-global-education-matters

http://inservice.ascd.org/why-global-education-matters
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Bringing the world to students doesn’t just broaden their worldviews—it also helps children hone in on their 

individual place in it. Once a student knows the many identities, beliefs, and cultures around the globe, they 

look in the mirror and evaluate where they fit. 

This level of awareness is critical for students to become responsible global citizens. It is the genesis of their 

self-awareness, compassion, empathy, and understanding as they mature in their development. The right 

education and teachers can help students on their own journey of self-discovery, which runs parallel to their 

knowledge of the outside world. 

Globalization and digital transformation are breaking down international barriers and 
bringing different cultures closer together. Leaders who have a ‘global mindset’ are aware 
of the diversity across different countries and cultures and of how activities in one area 
can impact another. They are adept at spotting patterns across territories and markets. 
They tend to be quite open to global opportunities and aware of the challenges different 
territories might present.”

ROSEMARY MOORE-FIANDER

The Intelligent Leader Initiative4

— N O. 3 —

Enhancing social-emotional development

4. linkedin.com/pulse/can-you-develop-global-mindset-through-coaching-moore-fiander

http://linkedin.com/pulse/can-you-develop-global-mindset-through-coaching-moore-fiander
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Every aspect of a global education builds on itself: respecting others, learning key competencies, knowing 

themselves, and their community. The next step is empowering students to be change agents ready to take 

action to improve their local and global communities.

In the classroom of a globally focused school, students are challenged to address complex problems and act 

with integrity. Students are encouraged to be active members of their communities through volunteering or 

working together in activism. Empowering students to overcome their hesitancies and take action on matters 

they care about is an essential step in fostering leadership skills.

A globalized world and its problems are what future generations are going to inherit, 
so it’s imperative that today’s education helps to prepare them for tomorrow’s world. 
In order to do this, we need to help children to build a global mindset that gives them 
the creativity, knowledge, and skills that allow them to work collaboratively across the 
globe on the world’s biggest challenges.”

JOSEPHINE LISTER

HundrED, a nonprofit focused on innovations in K12 education5

— N O. 4 —

Equipping students to effect change

5. hundred.org/en/articles/how-can-we-foster-a-global-mindset-in-today-s-students

http://hundred.org/en/articles/how-can-we-foster-a-global-mindset-in-today-s-students
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As globalization continues, the demands become greater for those who wish to become future leaders.  

On top of understanding other cultures, learning a foreign language and studying abroad can help students 

separate themselves as they enter the workforce. Multinational corporations and global businesses desire 

students who are both technically proficient and culturally sensitive.

Students are prepared for the rigors of college and starting successful careers because of their experience 

at globally minded schools. From a young age, they are challenged to think bigger and bolder about 

themselves and the world around them. An educational foundation within that experience teaches 

accountability, the value of goal setting, and productivity.

A significant global education initiative cannot only help our global health investments 
to be more effective, but also can catalyze change for communities around the world 
and pay back dividends to the United States in multiple ways.

The initiative must focus on giving young people the skills they need to thrive in a 
changing world. This requires not only building schools and increasing enrollments but 
also helping children and youth develop the breadth of skills needed for work and life, 
inclusive of academic competency and other essential 21st-century skills.”

DR. REBECCA WINTHROP

Senior fellow and co-director of the Brookings Institution’s Center for Universal Education6

— N O. 5 —

Fostering greater college  
and career readiness

6. brookings.edu/research/us-leadership-in-global-education-the-time-is-now

http://brookings.edu/research/us-leadership-in-global-education-the-time-is-now
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The future will ask much of our children: Mindful leadership. Meaningful discourse. Acceptance and 

independence. Global understanding. To change the world, our kids need to see it, hear it, and embrace it. 

At Brownell Talbot, our students explore the world they’re inheriting as well as their own world—a journey of 

self-discovery encouraging them to find a bolder way forward.

As parents, we want our children to have everything they need to be successful. We know the world will 

soon be theirs—and we’ll watch them change it. 

We are the only private school in Omaha challenging students to discover themselves and their distinct 

talents through a globally minded education, small class sizes, and personalized attention. Our curriculum—

from Lower School through Upper School—prepares students for a lifetime of achievement through a 

commitment to integrity and responsible global citizenship. We inspire future leaders and changemakers 

while challenging each other to be better tomorrow than we are today. 

Brownell Talbot prepares students so that when they go beyond our campus, to college and on to careers, 

they are prepared to effectively collaborate with people from different national, linguistic, and cultural 

backgrounds in Omaha or abroad. 

I invite you to see how our school can help your child find their unique ability to change the world. 

Sincerely,

KRISTI N. GIBBS, ED.D.
HEAD OF SCHOOL

Global Education at Brownell Talbot

Every student. Every mind. Every heart.
Known. Inspired. Challenged.

Give them the world. 
Visit brownell.edu today.

http://Brownell.edu

