Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

Q18 How would you describe your
secondary student’s interest in and
enthusiasm for science?

Answered: 2,857 Skipped: 263

My student is
keenly...

My child is
moderately...

My child is
not interest...

My child does
not care for...

0%  10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Answer Choices
My student is keenly interested in and enthusiastic about science.
My child is moderately interested in and enthusiastic about science.
My child is not interested or enthusiastic about science.

My child does not care for science.

Total

1/1

90% 100%

Responses

38.78%

47.99%

10.57%

2.66%

1,108

1,371

302

76

2,857
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Q19 How would you describe your
secondary student’s skills and conceptual
understanding in science?

Answered: 2,848 Skipped: 272

My child has
an exception...

My child has
an adequate...

My child
struggles wi...
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
Answer Choices Responses
My child has an exceptional grasp of science concepts and skills. 35.18% 1,002
My child has an adequate grasp of science concepts and skills. 55.23% 1,573
My child struggles with science concepts and skills. 9.59% 273
Total 2,848

1/1
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Q20 How satisfied are you with the science
instruction your secondary student(s)
has/have received in the Issaquah School
District?

Answered: 2,855 Skipped: 265

(no label)
0 1 2 3 4 5
Very Satisfied Dissatisfied Very My student is not currently taking music Total
satisfied dissatisfied instruction
(no 20.91% 63.08% 11.24% 2.91% 1.86%
label) 597 1,801 321 83 53 | 2,855

1/1

Average
Rating

2.02
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Q21 What is most important to you in your
student’s secondary science education?

Answered: 1,598 Skipped: 1,522

Responses

To have their curiosity peaked by teachers able to relate to the students and teach at their level.
Ability to grasp scientific concepts and skills

It's one of the skills used in the real world every day

instructors

help student to grasp the skills

Enthused and knowledgable teachers

that she understands it and it sticks with her.

That they get the basics of science with broad exposure to various fields like geology and biology
The enthusiasm of his instructor and creativity in imparting concepts and facts.

Hands on experiments and real life experiences.

science classes and tv

That he becomes engaged in the learning process.

The basics plus getting involved in hands-on experiments or lab work.

relevant science information

I think this should be an elective course

good foundation and strong curriculum

Her understanding the concepts.

Enthusiasm and hands on interaction is most important in teaching science.

That she meet college entrance requirements for material covered and can apply the teaching on standardized
tests for college entrance priority.

that he is interested in it

Help in understanding

That she be taught in an excellent fashion.

Competent, enthusiastic teachers

That they use correct science curriculum, and do not censor for sake of religious beliefs.
The hands on aspect and project based learning experiences

Hands on experiments.

That he is in a learning environment where he can succedd.

to be prepared for high school science and university

1/51

Date

9/3/2014 11:35 AM

9/2/2014 10:59 PM

9/2/2014 9:44 PM

9/2/2014 8:36 PM

9/2/2014 3:30 PM

9/2/2014 12:09 PM

9/2/2014 11:55 AM

9/2/2014 10:51 AM

9/2/2014 10:28 AM

9/2/2014 1:14 AM

9/1/2014 9:11 PM

9/1/2014 6:55 PM

9/1/2014 6:54 PM

9/1/2014 5:20 PM

8/31/2014 11:14 PM

8/31/2014 12:43 PM

8/30/2014 5:38 PM

8/30/2014 9:53 AM

8/30/2014 9:16 AM

8/29/2014 10:49 AM

8/28/2014 10:39 PM

8/28/2014 10:31 AM

8/27/2014 7:35 PM

8/27/2014 12:53 PM

8/27/2014 7:10 AM

8/27/2014 4:39 AM

8/26/2014 3:48 PM

8/26/2014 12:03 PM

8/25/2014 3:25 PM

8/25/2014 3:02 PM
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Teachers get engaged, more labs and hands on work to help kids understand...In my opinion it is difficult for kids
with no previous exposure to learn many of the concepts by reading a book or listening, they need to see and
touch.

Klj

creating enthusiam and hands on instruction

Understanding the basic concepts of Science and how they relate to the real world and getting jobs
That it's fun

understanding concepts

a teacher that actually teaches science

Hands on

That he enjoys it and learns without being frustrated over volume of work

That she continues to love science.

When the elem schools switched the science curriculum, it lost so much! The curriculum is very dry and boring.
Little elem kids are just expected to take long and extensive notes in their science notebooks. There is limited
amount of 'doing' and when there is 'doing' it is often dry and unexciting. About 5 yrs ago before they switched,
the kids loved science. Now it is so much about 'being a scientist' and taking notes, that most kids now HATE
science. Realistically, most kids are not going to end up being a scientist and in college there will be plenty of
time to take notes. Make the new curriculum be something that is REALLY interactive and hands on!!!! Why can't
learning be fun anymore? More and more studies are showing that students only retain the information if they are
engaged in the subject matter. These are still kids and they need to have fun, interactive and interesting lessons
and projects! The one thing that the U.S. has always had over other countries is their creativity!! Now we are
losing that by making them do these boring, unimaginative lessons. Please keep this in mind when looking at
new curriculum.

that she understands at least the basics.

did not attend

Plenty of hands on education to make science relatable and relevant to kids

experiments

Very important. My son wants to major in finance, biology, or medicine. Two of the three are science related.
that she learns how science is integrated into our daily lives. That WOMEN can be great scientists too

Likes it

deeper understanding

hands on experience as much as possible as she is a tactile learner. Experience writing reports and research
projects.

fun
That the subject is kept interesting and hands on.
N/A

That the teachers connect with students that may be struggling and take initiative with parents and students to
make suggestions for what could help a student understand the concepts being taught and to do what they can to
make it interesting for students who are in the class because they have to be, not because they want to be.
Engaging and friendly teachers can make a huge difference in a child's educational interest and performance in
their class.

the way they teach science
Having a good teacher able to explain and help my student to understand the subject well so they can thrive.

Teacher she had a hard time communicating his knowledge to the students, although he was very smart.

2/51

8/25/2014 9:53 AM

8/25/2014 8:25 AM

8/24/2014 10:30 PM

8/24/2014 8:16 PM

8/24/2014 11:32 AM

8/23/2014 3:26 PM

8/23/2014 2:11 PM

8/23/2014 9:19 AM

8/22/2014 10:55 PM

8/22/2014 9:17 PM

8/22/2014 9:56 AM

8/22/2014 8:05 AM

8/21/2014 9:57 PM

8/21/2014 9:11 PM

8/21/2014 8:26 PM

8/21/2014 5:36 PM

8/21/2014 3:32 PM

8/21/2014 12:25 PM

8/21/2014 10:48 AM

8/21/2014 10:05 AM

8/21/2014 6:36 AM

8/20/2014 8:27 PM

8/20/2014 6:54 PM

8/20/2014 4:48 PM

8/20/2014 3:06 PM

8/20/2014 2:13 PM

8/20/2014 12:02 PM

8/20/2014 11:13 AM
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That it feels relevant and inspiring to the students so they understand its role in our daily lives and are engaged
in it.

that they be prepared for college level courses and that the core basics (such as the periodic table), are hard-
wired.

That the teacher helps him.
involvement that creates excitement, and understanding of the concepts.

Get advisers and teachers who are available, in reasonable numbers, and people who are not hiding behind a
desk, allow teachers to be creative, offer clubs that represent science in its wide spectrum.

That she finds it interesting

I would want my children to come out of middle school with a broad overview of the sciences and have an
understanding of the scientific method as they move into high school.

class size too large, teacher very distracted

The teacher seems enthusiastic and well prepared for classes. they seemed to spend too much time on lab
safety and lost the kids interest intermittently.

child enjoy and understand the concept and how to apply it.
better learning & good performance
see question 4

The professor did not maintain the classroom grades, and did not prepare them in line with the other science
teachers.

na
STEM emphasis

learning

Hands on experience and labs; continuing to ignite a passion for science
Solid resources available to help tutor students

On a more serious note, i have known some science teachers who are very good at what they do. They are highly
qualified (might even have a PhD) and are considerably more knowledgeable and capable of teaching advanced
classes. There are of course those other science teachers who hardly teach with the same vigor and passion as
the more astute educators but somehow are teaching harder courses. A student's interest in science and his
academic engagement is extremely dependent on the teacher's ability to teach and the teacher's knowledge in
the field. A great science teacher will go beyond the curriculum because he/she cares about his/her students.
He/she will be capable of instilling their passion for science in other students. The mediocre science teacher, on
the other hand, will be a bore for daily student. He/she will be dreaded. And not surprisingly, the student will have
a severely hampered incentive to perform better and have the desire to genuinely impress the teacher with their
curiosity (rather than the generic study obsessed asians who think education is all about short term memorization
dedicated at inflating their "outstanding” grades) if there is such a poor educator teaching the curriculum.

love for learning

Middle science was not interactive enough, or hands on enough to keep my child's interest. He loved science in
elementary school, but struggled to enjoy itin M.S. | think kids that are M.S. age would really enjoy more applied
science.

That the teacher communicate their observation of struggle to the parent instead of being passive and just issuing
agrade.

qualified teachers

Great instructor

3/51

8/20/2014 10:59 AM

8/20/2014 10:44 AM

8/20/2014 10:18 AM

8/20/2014 10:08 AM

8/20/2014 10:06 AM

8/20/2014 9:27 AM

8/20/2014 7:18 AM

8/19/2014 11:30 PM

8/19/2014 9:50 PM

8/19/2014 8:39 PM

8/19/2014 8:22 PM

8/19/2014 7:56 PM

8/19/2014 7:50 PM

8/19/2014 6:42 PM

8/19/2014 6:39 PM

8/19/2014 6:37 PM

8/19/2014 6:24 PM

8/19/2014 4:34 PM

8/19/2014 4:20 PM

8/19/2014 3:34 PM

8/19/2014 3:19 PM

8/19/2014 3:17 PM

8/19/2014 2:16 PM

8/19/2014 1:47 PM

8/19/2014 1:29 PM

8/19/2014 11:55 AM
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That they can learn and understand from their teacher. Having a teacher that can help them learn, retain, and
achieve the best out of the course as possible. My student LOVED their teacher last year and confirmed their love
for the subject.

I'm still bitter that my daughter was practically bullied into taking freshman science, and now non of the students
take it...they all take Bio there freshman year which means they have more of an opportunity to take other higher
level science courses.

n/a

interestin science

Hands on experiments and learning

It helps students to gain general knowledge of science
To learn more about this world!

That my child is prepared to enter into the workforce and college and has the tools she needs to succeed later in
life.

Good teachers with good programs that get students excited.
I would like to see Science teachers getting students excited and curious about Science.

teachers are well qualified, teach prudent information (not just how to pass a specific test), and keep students
engaged

The quality of the teachers.

good teachers with a good curriculum

They learn

Cutting edge curriculum.

enjoyment and learning new concepts

the variety of subjects has been great

n/a

Gaining applicable skills and knowledge within the field.

Inspire interest

Well qualified teachers.
varieties of subject areas
Happiness, fun, enthusiasm

not interested in music

?
Learn the basics with lessons that make lasting impressions
Strong foundation.

NA

not sure.

To be knowledgable and proficient enough to succeed in college
ldk

class interaction

4/51

8/19/2014 10:58 AM

8/19/2014 10:17 AM

8/19/2014 9:58 AM

8/19/2014 9:25 AM

8/19/2014 6:59 AM

8/18/2014 11:46 PM

8/18/2014 10:34 PM

8/18/2014 10:23 PM

8/18/2014 10:10 PM

8/18/2014 9:41 PM

8/18/2014 9:30 PM

8/18/2014 8:16 PM

8/18/2014 7:27 PM

8/18/2014 7:02 PM

8/18/2014 7:00 PM

8/18/2014 6:51 PM

8/18/2014 6:41 PM

8/18/2014 6:27 PM

8/18/2014 6:00 PM

8/18/2014 5:38 PM

8/18/2014 5:10 PM

8/18/2014 5:07 PM

8/18/2014 5:06 PM

8/18/2014 4:36 PM

8/18/2014 4:10 PM

8/18/2014 3:27 PM

8/18/2014 3:18 PM

8/18/2014 2:47 PM

8/18/2014 2:41 PM

8/18/2014 2:41 PM

8/18/2014 2:38 PM

8/18/2014 2:33 PM

8/18/2014 2:24 PM

8/18/2014 2:20 PM
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Understanding the different types of science and helping foster an interest in learning more in depth.

The application of science concepts.l would like to see more chances of "blind" experiments,of doing an activity
first and then chatting about it.

?

Have great environment for my student to learn in and also great area to work in.
idk

continue to offer new class experiences

Asking tough questions that require mix of solutions - reading, math, teamwork.
Learning new things in the classroom

parents need more information.

Science education must be taught with enthusiasm and a love for the subject. It must be taught in a way to peak
the students interests. And it needs to be taught in a way that students can relate it to their own lives.

Quiality of teachers, ability for students to be able to meet with the teacher, class size kept smaller vs over 30.
enjoy the lab works

Need better science teachers in middle school

A focused teacher who can teach.

It must hold his interest - hands on the best.

Teacher qualifications, preparedness, and ability to actually teach students the material rather than relay
information. There is a difference.

As my daughter struggles with education, | would suggest to make science as fun as possible for the kids to
relate. Sitting in a room and reading a book does not help them to understand things about science.

build on previous year's content (middle school in particular) and fuel their curiosity
Enthusiasm or the class and the subject matter.

textbooks they can work with

Interesting and fun.

A great teacher! Female science teachers! A segue between science and really cool jobs.

The instruction

Preparation for college and beyond while cultivating love for science and discovery
That the teachers really try and reach the student.

Grasping concepts

inspiration to love science

Quality teacher.

Conveying the value and interest in science as a subject, and giving students a firm footing in scientific concepts
and methods.

5/51

8/18/2014 2:08 PM

8/18/2014 2:05 PM

8/18/2014 2:00 PM

8/18/2014 1:59 PM

8/18/2014 1:45 PM

8/18/2014 12:52 PM

8/18/2014 12:41 PM

8/18/2014 12:24 PM

8/18/2014 12:17 PM

8/18/2014 12:13 PM

8/18/2014 12:11 PM

8/18/2014 12:04 PM

8/18/2014 12:01 PM

8/18/2014 11:46 AM

8/18/2014 11:37 AM

8/18/2014 11:33 AM
8/18/2014 11:31 AM

8/18/2014 11:23 AM

8/18/2014 11:13 AM

8/18/2014 11:05 AM

8/18/2014 11:05 AM

8/18/2014 11:00 AM

8/18/2014 10:57 AM

8/18/2014 10:42 AM

8/18/2014 10:40 AM

8/18/2014 10:25 AM

8/18/2014 10:13 AM

8/18/2014 9:51 AM

8/18/2014 9:34 AM

8/18/2014 9:32 AM

8/18/2014 8:30 AM
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Understanding the fundamentals, instruction on how to increase student inquisitiveness and process to reach
logical conclusions.

More in-depth teaching of the subject and not just scratching the surface

That she has a highly qualified teacher, who can clearly teach the scientific principles.

More practical / laboratory classes

Willingness by the teacher to give extra help to children who struggle

A desire to learn more.

Make it FUN & interesting.

A teacher that is able to clearly communicate the concepts to the student.

n

Generating interest in the understanding of science and the opportunities it offers

A clear, concise delivery of all curriculum. Not all of the teachers are comfortable or confident in the current

method of delivery used the the department. There is inconsistent efficiency, and perhaps inspiration, and | don't

think it's because the teachers don't know the subject matter.

None

To experiment, to be open minded to different theories. It's important to motivate curiosity.
n/a

Overall-very happy

Enthusiastic teachers, enjoyment of students for learning the subject.

Good experienced teacher

realistic projects and workshops

That it be taught by a teacher who is enthusiastic and engaging in the subject matter
Current information that is relevant to thier future

hands on

Science is ever changing and there should be other methods of teaching the same subject to different types of
learners.

Nothing
excite kids about STEM and provide programs to get kids engaged in science
More emphasis. More engaging lessons/experiments/field trips...and then the follow up to those.

that you teach the material in a way that gets students excited about science - perhaps helping them to
understand what they could do with this knowledge when they graduate would be helpful.

interesting labs

engaging cirriculum

learn

A class pace that she can keep up with.

Keep the kids interested and don't squash their enthusiasm even.

6/51

8/18/2014 8:28 AM

8/18/2014 8:19 AM

8/18/2014 8:12 AM
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More options

teachers make a correlation between assignments and their use daily.

Keep family access up to date so | know how my student is doing in science.

teacher accessability

Continue Sports Med 1.

That she has a good understanding of the material and has help when needed

That they understand everything

Clear instructions given by the science teacher

opportunity to make up labs within a reasonable access and schedule

Extra help for kids that struggle with science.

n/a

The science needs to be more relatable to students.

clear teaching skills for students and online access to materials and make-up/testing notes
introduced to sciences that he may not know exist to promote interest in future careers

A good teacher that takes time to explain the concepts and is available in a friendly and welcome manner.
not losing interest

| think it depends on the teacher. | ended up hiring a senior high school student to tutor my son, and then he was
able to understand the concepts. For some reason, he had difficulty learning from his teacher.

Learning

That scientific FACTS be presented objectively (controversial, unprovent theories should be presented as such,
with all sides presented). Science should be taught by enthusiastic teachers as well, not burdened down with
little constant assignments that drain the excitement out of it.

that HE applies himself to his academics

strong understanding of scientific method, opportunities to research/read scientific findings and reports,
structured labs and activities to explore scientific principles

That they have a good foundation of science concepts which will help prepare them for college and their career
choice.

To promote enthusiasm for science; to ensure science literacy

Meaningful assignments, not including personal journals and introductory material, that allow students to put into
practice the process of discovery and testing of ideas that is central to science.

After school help

Deep understanding of the scientific method and practical understanding of the lab processes.
Better teachers

adequate time spent to develop understanding without pressure to pass year end test

That he have a broad understanding of science and its application to the world we live in.

Teaching fundamental concepts.

7/51
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I would like my student's knowledge to be at or above the level of other students when they continue onto higher
education.

knowledge

it woudl make sense to coordinate the science & math curriculum or at least ensure that they are aware of what
the other is teaching. | noticed many areas of overlap that coudl have been reinforced

That his understanding has some depth.
I would like my child to have a solid foundation in different aspects of science. Like to have broad exposure.
Enthusiastic teachers

Quiality teachers who inspire interest and wonder in the field of science. We have not encountered that in the
Issaquah School District at either the middle school or high school.

college prep

I would like them to have the right foundation.

That the goal be to teach not punish

a fun learning experience and full grap of the concepts

Feedback used in a way to hold him accountable for grades and make him feel like he can do the work. And to
make him eager to participate.

Science courses like biology and chemistry

That he's finishes ready for college.

That he have a better than basic understanding of Biology, Chemistry and Physicis
Understanding it's part in the bigger picture

Be the best

AN effective teacher

grasp of scientific principles.

Maintaining interest.

Experiment based science education Learning by doing

The laboratory experiences are so valuable. Students has access to quality lab equipment and experiences.
Understanding basic concepts and the ability to apply them to what they continue to learn in science
Excellent Staff

enjoyment

That high-level courses are available and taught by qualified staff

Good teachers

enthusiastic, creative teaching

Available help in science outside of class
A strong understand of the scientific process.

Thoroughly understanding the scientific concepts engaged in class and understanding how to perform labs are
mostimportant.

They have interactive labs. They understand what they are learning. They know the material really well.
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she understands the concept

That our son is excited about the mystery and wonderment of science. That he learns how to dig into the
discovery process and to learn how things work.

Enthusiasm and interest in the science program, which | think is fueled by the same in the teachers.
Teacher

The use of logical deductions to reach a factual end.

learning new things

no issues

That they understand the concepts and feel confident in the way they are taught.

n/a

That they are confident and get the concepts before moving on to the next one.

Na

Basic understanding, not all kids excel in this field and it's taught more at a college level. My son had Chemistry,
failed both semesters, not due to the teacher but the level taught, there should be other options.

Teachers.
Kids are encouraged how to think about science from all perspectives. Not just what to think.

Keeping kids motivated/ making it fun and interesting and a good learning experience. Fun/engaging lab
exercises.

How it is relevant to his post-HS education
Grades.
Qualified and positive educators

Someone who understands the concepts well and can teach them in an interesting way to a variety of learning
styles.

Generating interest/capturing attention AND relating it to real life application.
None
Grasping all the basic concepts of the three sciences -- Chemistry, Biology, Physics

coverage of all areas of science; that girls are encouraged to excel in this area, and that my daughter enjoys
learning science

He is a history and current events buff. Science...not so much.
The Teacher!!

Teachers

being able to understand the material

That he gets a clear grasp on the material

Good instructor

Exploring new topics and interests

Hands on learning

na
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want them to realize how fun science is

STay motivated and engaged

Qualifiedteachers.
Good teaching. The teachers are good, but the curriculum isn't always good.

too much variation in courses...some teachers act like 2nd year college instructors which is too rigorous for a 6
course load.

Strong instruction and enthusiasm.

Excellentunderstanding

That she understands the concepts and is able to build on these concepts in the future.
She should be challenged and encouraged to explore beyond the standard curriculum.
Teacher was a good teacher

Shown how science relates to everyday life

Having a teacher that actually reach's...her teacher last year was terrible!

Great teachers and program focus

She acquire sufficient skills for college and engage in reasonable analysis and discussions with others.
Options

it is not his favorite subject interest

that they try to make it interesting and applicable to they want to learn

Skillful and patient teachers that take time to re-explain concepts when kids don't understand
Engagment in the subject matter

Good curriculum and good teachers

Learns alot

That the curriculum include not just inqury based science methods but also applied science methods such as the
engineering design process

That the students are given specific instruction and that teachers are offering support to those who are not
excelling in this subject.

He should be exposed to a wide range of material and have the ability to conduct hands on experiments for each
unit.

the teacher for the higher end classes know how to teacher (problem in earlier years with daughter) and that they
don't just throw the book at the kids to basically learn by themselves

Science and math come hand in hand. Two of the most important curriculums to guide them for the rest of their
lives.

allows decent grasp of concept by end of study.

That she has a solid understanding of physical science so that she is able to navigate and assess environmental
issues in her adult life.

Enthusiastic and engaged teachers/

Understand science concepts and how they apply in the real world and not to just memorize readings/homework
to do well on tests.

good quality instructors and curriculum
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They teach things slowly
Teaching skill.
Labs / hands on learning helped reinforce material being taught.

Teachers that engage the students, not just teach from the book. Worthwhile learning experiences rather than
busywork/worksheets.

That there is a fair and equitable wya of giving homework and challenges to kids. Love more of the hands-on
approach as well.

Complete understanding of the basic principals of science and how it relates to the world around us.
Resources and small class size/

A learning environment that is engaging so lessons are interesting

For her to be engaged in the class and to understand how science ties into her future.

To develop a love of a discipline that helps us understand the world in which we live. To develop a love of
thinking, making connections, etc.

encourage more course
Teacher positivity

Applicability of the science concepts

Understanding of science.

Effective and inspiring teachers with a solid understanding of subject matter.

Having a teacher that loves what they do is critical. | also would appreciate it if the kids could pick their own work
groups - it is tough for someone who loves science to be put with a student that does not really care.

more skills

My kids have had terrible experiences in science, entering with enthusiasm and leaving with loathing
Meeting college requirements for admittance.

none

to help them understand different science's so they can chose which one will help them for the future in
university.

everything

the teacher's attitude. we had a crummy experience last year with the science teacher which dampened my
child's interest in science. :(

Teacher was not good at explaining topics - very disappointing as this was our son's first experience with HS
science and it didn't do much to engender enthusiasm.

Some teachers seem to lack the ability to teach science in was many can understand.

That the lessons are introduced in a way that gains the students interests and curiosity for science
make it applicable to the world they live in

she still likes it so must be interesting

Hands on learning and getting kids engaged in the sciences.

My child knows how to grasp concepts and to study for upcoming tests

That she remain motivated. She is very good at it.

| think it is important to get a hands on experience in science.

Competent skilled teachers
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Frequent lab experiences, connecting conceptional to real life experiences.
Preparation for college

Understanding concepts and building a strong foundation for college.

To keep them interested and excited about science for the next 3 years.

My student has had many positive science classroom experiences, but also some very negative ones (see Q#4).
In these negative experiences the teacher classroom style and personality has overshadowed the subject matter.

That the teacher communicates well and is their for my daughter when she struggles.

Exposure to how science applies day to day living. Example, what happens if | pour coke on my battery posts, if
they are corroded? Or can | dry out my Cell phone with rice, if it gets wet. What is the SCIENCE involved.

That they stay interested in science.

Help!

Teacher enthusiasm and hands on learning

Broad knowledge of basic science concepts

My child being curious and wanting to learn

That it continue to excite and educate him. Allow the students to investigate and explore.
that it is interesting

That there should be a continuum between the sciences.

Science is fundamental to all learning. Keep up the good work

Learning

Availability of more courses. We moved from a state where she could participate in a course structure designed
for students who wanted to go into healthcare and medicine. Students took more health and medicine related
courses and could shadow medical professionals in their senior year. This is not available.

She remembers for a long time...

Opportunity to advance without limitation. System/support to strongly encourage advancement and learning.
A teacher that will actually teach science and not expect the students to self teach.

Exposure to different types of science, including computer science, early on.

it is important especially since she would like to be a doctor.

That he gets inspired

We were fortunate to have an engaging teacher. This keeps the student interested and easier to grasp the
concepts. However, the pace was too slow for my student.

Lab involvement
Being able to make difficult concepts easier to understand

Career opportunities - if a student is considering a discipline in science as their college degree program it would
help at the high school level to know what different career opportunities are currently available - what salary they
may anticipate - what level of education would be needed. Also, as we have a couple leading research facilities
in Seattle, | feel it is essential for students to be enlightened about current cutting edge research and discoveries.

Opportunity to take science classes in all 4 years of high school
that the basic concepts are covered fully

There needs to be easy access to the text book for homework support. | am so frustrated with trying to help my
student with homework but the online book is crashed, or the teacher's website doesn't have the assignment
listed. Even when it is posted as missing in Family Access, we can't find details on the teacher website to follow

up.
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| want teachers to step it up more! These kids want to learn so if they see some kids struggle help them! Don't
just let them drop off. High school years are tough and teachers are in the mix every day. Step it up! The best
teachers are the ones that are enthusiastic and keep ALL kids interested in the subject being taught. So many
teachers seem upset with this that or the other thing and kids read their body language loud and clear! If they, the
teachers, are disinterested then the students become disinterested!

High school readiness and teacher enthusiasm.

Learning new things

Hands on science labs Good curriculum

Make learning fun, hands on. Students learn more when classes are interesting.

That she receives competent instruction from a teacher specifically qualified to teach in their particular area of
science.

Needs to be more challenging for advanced students especially in 8th grade.

Excellent science curriculum. NOT the current DiISCOVERY curriculum. Students need materials that thoroughly
explain basic concepts, not that leave it to students to discover the concepts on their own.

Teachers making sure no child is left behind!

That he has a teacher that can ignite his interest in science and that lessons are hands on
Preparing them well for college.

hands-on learning; class size fewer than 30 students; enthusiastic teacher

An assistant to help my special ed student attend a regular science class and modify assignments in a way in
which he can learn basics.

Understanding the information without too much stress or unnecessary work.
Started taking interest in Science

They get good instruction but also hands-on lab work.

The opportunity to do dissection

that there is hands-on activities

To know more scicne

Teachers

Understanding how to apply science to daily life and how it pertains for a lifetime. Also, I'd like my kids to
understand what careers in science are available to them.

That it is taught in a way that would make it interesting and enjoyable to students of all learning levels
To have a variety of courses that my student finds interesting and also fulfills college requirements.
less memorization and more understanding of concepts

More Challenge

Hands on labs

to ensure that they get a solid grasp of the basic concepts and don;t get rushed through a syllabus. If they fail to
have a solid understanding it is very difficult to build on more complex levels.

Keep her interest- is what your teaching what they really need to know?
Learning and preparation for continued education.

That my child understands the concepts, how they will apply to her life and relate to the world
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n/a

Conection of lessons to real life.

The enthusiasm and qualifications of the teacher is just as important as the curriculum.

Intriguing

Concepts and application

experiments/ lab work

My child failed his science class. | wish there was more help available for kids struggling in class.
He can learn more from it.

Teachers who not only are qualified in their areas of specialty but who are also good teachers, A PhD does not
necessarily mean they are good teachers.

Teacher that controls the students behavior and motivates students to learn.
Fun to join.

Instilling a spirit of inquiry and the ability to find answers.

teacher skill

Basic knowledge

To adequately learn as many subjects as possible, because this might be their only one opportunity to learn
about that.

That it is rigorous and differentiated so that students that have grasped certain concepts can move on to other
things.

Good teaching -- a teacher who is interested and excites the kids to learn -- that has not happened with my son's
science teachers.

idk

Applying scientific concepts into real life experiences / experiments and deeper understanding of these concepts
in theory through class discussions and feedback from teachers.

That she understands, and that she feels comfortable asking her teacher questions when she doesn't
understand. Teachers are patient, and welcomes questions, offers before school and/or after school to come to
them for further help

Good teachers who understand and can teach the subject matter. Kids need to get excited about science.

The teachers need to ensure all there students are getting the instruction they need and be available after school
for help

Teacher

Teachers reaching out to struggling students.

the scientific process

Student to be encouraged to explore areas in science especially future career opportunities if interested.
That she learn the basics and hopefully doesn't hate it at the end. That she is ready for college.
understanding and hand on practice

That he understands and grasps science concepts well

he enjoys the education
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A teacher who is excited and interested in teaching Science,
How the teacher runs the class

Growth

a teacher that actually teaches

That my student is taught the material she needs. Group labs often leave one or two students doing the work for
the whole group. We also had a situation last year where the teacher was overwhelmed with an increased
workload and lessons were often rushed through and homework not graded or taken into account. It was not a
good learning environment.

*
most learning taking place in class, with very little homework,

Science is not her favorite subject, but it still interests her.

know the fact, stay interested in

The staff

Good teachers that make the subject interesting

Biology and life sciences

Critical thinking in relation to science

Continue to make science interesting, take away the "science is hard" myth that is in our culture

Itis important that my child will see science as interesting and will be able to grasp all the fundamentals.

That the difference between faith and science is made VERY clear; that is -science is backed up by data,
observations, fact, and reliable and valid experimental results. Faith is not back up by anything except itself.

That the information is useful in everyday life.

Hands on experience, retaining the knowledge.

They learn about all the sciences, are not intimidated by them and enjoy as well as peak their interest.
Encouragement and Enthusiasm and principals & concepts as they apply to everyday living

student has had a great chance to learn hands on, and explore complicated subjects in middle school, such as
chemistry and physics

Emphasize critical thinking, problem solving and decuctive skills a lot more. When appropriate, consider
challenging kids to theorize or hypothesize before giving them the answers/teaching new material. Education
should be much more than a data dump on the kids.

I want my children to have a solid foundation for each science discipline in middle school so they are prepared
for high school science classes.

An enthusiastic and compassionate teacher

Teacher quality and hands-on experiments.

Learning new concept and getting a deeper understanding of Science.

That she learn the skills and that the teacher makes the subject matter interesting.
consistency in degree of course difficulty by teacher

| have been very pleased that the Biodiversity teacher provided so many hands on labs. Also with the small class
size my son was able to get the help he needed.

Help with concepts when student doesn't grasp.

Hands on learning
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Make it fun.

understand

Teach the material! Please dont allow instructors to simply assign homework, go over the homework in class and

just assign more homework. Theres no actual instruction time where material is taught!
Have hands on projects. Not just reading out of a book.

Develop interest and curiosity in science.

Having more participation within the classroom.

The educational skills and enthusiasm of the science teachers.

Hope that my child learns a lot about the science she is taking and that the teachers get very involved in activities

for class projects.
na
That she is well prepared and enjoys what she is learning.

Teachers being present and consistent in class. If most of class if failing a test, teacher needs to look at their
instruction and adjust their teaching accordingly.

Hands-on, practical experimentation.

My student finds it to be uninteresting and has witnessed many saying that they hate science because of the way

in which it is taught and the curriculum.

That they gain a solid understanding & knowledge of science that can be used for college courses.
Engaging and knowledgable instructors. Quality curriculum with hands-on experiments.

The teaching is accomplished and advanced enough to prepare my student for college.

Clear concepts and structured approach is important in science education.

That they are well prepared for college

Clear instruction

that they receive instruction in a manner that makes sense to them.

The current cirriculum requires lots of memorization and regurgitation for tests. Not enough hands on learning.

| wish the curriculum was a little higher in middle school
That the curriculum is engaging and uses hands-on, out of book learning/understanding.
teachers who make the subject exciting

The way their teachers present material and that it helps them going forward in life.

(anon) has enjoyed computer science and plans to attend Computer Networking classes through the Cisco
Academy at Newport HS this year.

He understands the basic of the sciences so that HS science is not a shock.

frgh

Developing the ability to grasp concepts on her own

Teaching in a way they can understand how things apply to the world around them

that my student can advance academically in science
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1) scientific method as basis for most secular human advances. 2) keep current with latest science, esp climate
science. 3) practical applications (eg. how scientific discoveries led to twitter) 4) don't shy away from medical
science, even if seen as controversial in some ways

Students should be able to see the "why" in science applied to their life and be able to have hands on
opportunities.

find a way to increase her enthusiasm for learning in this area

that he stay engaged and continues to learn. it's not his favorite subject but he likes it.

That he acquires the information needed to be successful in a science degree program at college.

She really has to know the necessary stuff in order to succeed in College

understanding the why and how. the ability to apply it to the world and other interests / knowledge he has.
Exposure to diverse concepts

Labs. Hands on experience has made a huge difference in grasping concepts.

Good teachers

That she fully understands her science work and experiments and will receive the proper help she needs to
successfully complete what's expected of her.

hand's on learning, real world application

That he gets questions answered and the teacher is available for those questions. That the teacher understands
that EACH kid learns at a different sped of comprehension.

The school academic environment and teachers should make him feel motivated and he should understand and
learn science concepts

having a teacher who is there and not giving my student subs all year long!
N/A
To learn the scientific process and to ask questions of how and why.

Class sizes that allow one on one instruction from teachers as needed. A progressive and relevant science
curriculum.

That they have a love for science and want to learn more!

A balance of current known facts, group discussion that inspires new creative ideas and hands-on experiments
To encourage their interest and introduce them to as wide a variety of sciences as possible
Safety! The teacher is organized and capable and my student is interested and learning.
Motivate interests.

To have examples during class

That they are eager to learn more.

enjoying what he is learning

accurate information, current discoveries, updated material

Availability of IB level (honors) classes.

That it is relevant and exciting.

Greatteachers

Self Confidence, Independence, Friendship, Preparation for College.

N/A

NA

Quality of teachers is key
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An excellent teacher. My son loves science and understands the science concepts really well, however it is
imperial to also have a very good teacher.

A strong grasp of how the principles of natural science apply to them practically.
| think hands on lab experience is very valuable.

thorough preparation for college

Be able to apply skills learned in high school to college.

teacher quality and quality of curriculum

To understand how science applies to his life...ecosystem, his physical connection to this physical world...make it
all applicable

Keep the students interest, out of the box teaching methods, hands on learning.
The teacher needs to prepare well before teaching the class.
More hands-on experiments.

none

Having my student interested in science and science concepts.
Need new Biology teacher
Provide a firm foundation for success in post secondary education.

A teacher who connects with the students. If the teacher makes it difficult for the kids to understand the material
then itis so frustrating, but a teacher who keeps them engaged, provides good direction and answers their
questions will make science easier to learn

Understanding fundamental concepts and how they apply to the world around them
An enjoyment of science

Learn more about the past.

Encouragement to explore, experiment and draw conclusions supported by evidence.
The concepts are made fun and tangible to peak inrterest

That grading is fair

Understanding fundamental science topics and the scientific method.

Qualified, not boring teacher

That science be a participative activity. The students need to learn through both reading and doing. Curriculum
needs to relate to real world impacts so children can understand why it is important.

her grasp of science concepts
More up to date curriculum; relative to real world

more coverage for different modern sceience technology

Consistency. Our student has taken many science classes and has excelled, but will have to take 2 science
classes next year due to the district changing their recommendations(almost yearly) about what students should
take as a freshman.

A starting point for interest int he science for med school
High quality curriculum and teachers

understanding of basic science concepts. enthusiasm to learn
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Focus on the fundamentals of the sciences, do not get too caught up or spend too much time having kids learn
obscure scientific facts.

that she learn important concepts and not be frustrated with the class

Science is creativity. And studies have shown if kids do not get to be creative early on, they don't have it in their
adult life. Are those the type of kids you want taking care of you in your old age?

see 7

ONE ON ONE EXPERIENCES
Concepts need to be introduced earlier.
NA

That he has many varied hands on activities to try as well as conceptual understanding that is not just
memorizing text.

Thorough explanations and extra help.

Clear and complete instruction. Inspiring teachers.

A hands on approach that fosters the children's enthusiasm about the world around them
*

Making science fun, interesting, and engaging.

clear instruction, supportive materials to practice theory, reviews that are applicable, and easy access to tutoring
services for students that struggle.

We have had some terrible science teachers. Teachers who don't seem to care if a student understands the
concepts taught, and who, after multiple attempts of my child to understand why they are not getting the grades
they want on a lab, she still doesn't explain it to her. Just points her to her past labs.

Having a teacher with a positive and patient attitude with all students.
enthusiasm from the teacher

Exposure is everything. Kids don't know what they don't know. They need more computer science and they need
to understand why science is so important to their lives ...especially as they become adults.

hands on activities
A mix of lab and lecture is important, as is a variety of science subjects.
instruction quality

Encouragement to understand the importance of science in everyday life and knowledge; engaging experiments
and trials; active participation and feedback to help think in scientific approach; problem solving skills

Teachers knowledge and ability to share and teach that knowledge to my child while keeping if safe fun and
exciting

Ability to explore and make connections between multiple areas of science
Knowledgeable staff and enthusiasm for the topic.

Great teachers who are enthusiastic and caring and create an environment where students want to come and
learn.

Grasping the concepts not just getting a grade.
Basic over view of the fundamentals of biology and chemistry.

Make it fun and engaging. Less nerdy. Would like to see more general interest in robotics.

19/51

8/14/2014 6:20 PM

8/14/2014 6:08 PM

8/14/2014 6:01 PM

8/14/2014 6:00 PM

8/14/2014 5:56 PM

8/14/2014 5:51 PM

8/14/2014 5:50 PM

8/14/2014 5:39 PM

8/14/2014 5:36 PM

8/14/2014 5:35 PM

8/14/2014 5:31 PM

8/14/2014 5:24 PM

8/14/2014 5:17 PM

8/14/2014 5:16 PM

8/14/2014 5:12 PM

8/14/2014 5:07 PM

8/14/2014 4:59 PM

8/14/2014 4:54 PM

8/14/2014 4:47 PM

8/14/2014 4:46 PM

8/14/2014 4:34 PM

8/14/2014 4:30 PM

8/14/2014 4:26 PM

8/14/2014 4:21 PM

8/14/2014 4:16 PM

8/14/2014 4:15 PM

8/14/2014 4:.04 PM

8/14/2014 3:45 PM

8/14/2014 3:42 PM

8/14/2014 3:39 PM

8/14/2014 3:39 PM



605

606

607

608

609

610

611

612

613

614

615

616

617

618

619

620

621

622

623

624

625

626

627

628

629

630

631

632

633

634

635

636

637

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

She only has those exception skills due to your Robotics team and the mentors. She has learned more with that
program then in any class. She has learned leadership skills, technical skills, problem solveing skills, and skills in
working with cross functional teams.

good learning experience, enjoying science and feeling challenged
More extra help offered

That this class adapt creative teaching/lessons. This is a core class that is only taught one way. Not very
accommodating for LRC or less intelligent students.

| like the variety of choices and would like to see the AP/Honors levels grow.

Real world experiments.

Availability of extra help and explanations

A teacher who makes learning interesting

| want my daughter to feel comfortable in a lab and confidently know basic concepts.
keeping it interesting

Teachers need to be more open to parent input and concerns. More individual attention for students needing help
with a certain concept.

X
options that relate to or apply to real world experiences

t.

keeping him interested and learning.
he actually needs to learn real life science concepts that are practical and with an eye towards real life work

To have science projects that are engaging to the students, real life examples, getting their hands dirty/active
participation. Demonstrating how science is all around us and affects our daily lives.

Organization...lots of experiments ...Exceptional Teachers.

| am satisfied that the ciriculum and the teachers are much better than most high schools
balanced and well around curriculum with enthusiastic and skilled teachers

Comprehensive understanding of foundations/basics.

That she understands basic concepts/skills enough to relay them in conversation to someone else.
Understanding of basic concepts

Again, updated curriculum that engages students.

A teacher that makes science fun!

That he learns and enjoys science concepts relevant to his future.

The most important thing is to learn more about the the scientific world and learn about the different informations
that goes around the world.

Aggressive education in the sciences to maintain competitive on the world stage and skills for college
acceptance.

Make it interesting enough that students will engage

Basics should be very strong and reemphasized as those are the building blocks.

providing quality teachers who want to teach

good teaching methods that spark student interest/practical application of scientific methods

n/a
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Excellent teachers, courses, and tests.

Developing a love for the scientific exploration and research. Being challenged to go the next step in this
research.

Most important is that m child likes science.

Science should help them to apply it to their day to day life. It should not be just a narration of concepts.
To develop a basic knowledge in science. To understand concepts.

Eliminate Common Core practice in Science and Math

Good teachers who are energetic about teaching at the middle school level of instruction.

Solid foundation in physics, biology and chemistry.

A better curriclum that will increase their knowledge base. Prepare them for more rigourous coursework in higher
grades. Teachers that are knowledgeable and enthusiastic about their job.

n/a

That there are strong teachers who are enthusiastic about science and challenge the students without bias.
The common core curriculum has ruined the science programs in our district

need to ensure "hands-on" elements and students deriving hypothesis and testing them.

Method of teaching and instilling the love of science

experiment and raising interests

College preparation

Teacher selection.

More interesting reading books

up to date MODERN teaching, my child took chemistry and | found the teaching method to be very out dated
Love it, have it taught correctly.

Again, inspiring teachers. Also real world applications.

That they learn the skills necessary to be successful in high school and college science.

hands on lessons

Appreciate honors and AP opportunities.

The biggest issue for science in Issaquah: you do very little in elementary school but then launch into
sophisticated and rigorous curricula once a student enters middle school. They need to have built a foundation
long before that or it's over their heads. I've tutored many students in the district and they struggle and become
easily frustrated and turned off--and the subject is fascinating! It shouldn't be hard to encourage excellence. It's
great to have a demanding curriculum, but you can't drop students into it with no preparation or knowledge of
how to approach and study these topics.

Teaching has to be updated with the rest of the world

Firm grasp of the basics. Not sure she'll be a scientist, but would like her to have a general understanding of
science concepts, theories and facts.

Enjoying the experience so that science is a positive learning experience.

teachers

Keeping interest level up.
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That the teachers make sure they have key concepts down and that they make the subject engaging. My
daughter does very well in science but she does not enjoy her classes.

| feel it's important there is a connection made between everyday life and the science being taught.

That it meets the needs for college acceptance.

Exposure to multiple fields. We need to generate more scientists and interest in science so more exposure to
open their eyes to opportunities is good.

Hiring qualified science teachers who actually love their job.

Issaquah does an exceptional job of giving students a strong foundation in science. We had a middle school
student in Texas and two here and we cannot believe how much more in-depth and comprehensive the science
education is here.

That the instructor teaches science well

Teacher

Keep up my child's interest.

broad conceptual grasp--ability for advanced learning and learning beyond basic courses
I don't know

n/a

Great teachers who have fun with science and are effective in teaching that love to their students.

no commend
na, question: Is this for the physical science specific survey, or general science education?
Well-coordinated curriculum

That whatever topics are taught, the instructor makes the curriculum interesting and current. Science is important
and should be taught well.

a teacher that inspires and makes it fun. Hands on and group interaction
my daughter wants to pursue medicine

There is a typo in the previous question. It's important that my daughter learns science and practices her
creativity. They should be using their problem solving skills rather than sleeping in class.

She continues to be curious, establishing hypothesis and testing out or researching the answer.
Skills used in society and future

That she understands the concept and she can easily comes back to what she learned even if the topic is not
recent.

Good conceptual understanding, ability to apply concepts to the practical issues effectively
I would like for my child to have an exceptional grasp of science concepts and skills.
Understanding of concepts / strong foundation for college transition

correct understanding of concepts.

Conceptual understanding, ability to apply the concepts to the practical issues can be more elaborated/explained
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1. Foster the interest in science among students 2. Encourage the students to explore more on themselves 3.
Make resources available, e.g. if they want to do more experiments

sf

fundamental understanding of life science, physical science. hands on lab experiments

Enthusiastic science teacher (6th grade science teacher was excellent!)

not sure

Rigorous curriculum.

Teachers who are excited and enthusiastic about science. More 'hands on" science and less lecturing.
That he understands the concepts being taught and be able to apply it to real life situations.

Teacher and student interaction

More hands on education.

Hands on experience with science concepts

Conceptual understanding of scientific principles and abilty to apply them in various situatons

Would like her to have a strong foundational understanding in science concepts

That they have a strong understanding of the concepts and are able to apply them in everyday life.

An education and appreciation of how it relates to their world.

hands on activities, enthusiasm and availability of teachers

good teacher

To have teachers that will share their joy of science and let the children have a hands on experience with it.

Learning and application together will be helpful to enchance knowledge. Hands-on experiment is a great learning
tool.

gaining applicable knowledge

That they develop an enthusiasm for the topic they can carry with them. Mastery will come if they love thetopic.
Learning to ask good questions will also help.

The hands on experiences are the most important.

More hands on learning

Making connections between the curriculum and science careers.

We want our son to have a good exposure to different science disciplines for a well rounded experience. .
more exercise.

Learning the basics of science and understanding its concepts.

n/a

Understanding the science in the world around them. More options for non-science majors or students who will
not attend a 4 year college following high school. A physics class - How things work would be a great class.

It would be great to make it engaging and interesting. Practical application.
Hands on learning
That it gets kids more into the science fields

That they learn useful information.
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Getting a good grade for college

No comment

that the material be useful and practical in both fundamentals and application

Her ability to be interested in the material being taught

she should have a curiosity and interest and a solid understanding of at least basic biology and chemistry
Biology

Science programs that produce good student scorers on standardized tests and a good prep for college.
That the program has practical application and concepts be taught in creative way.

Clear explanation and instuction

That he grasps the concepts.

That the children develop a core understanding of knowledge and skills in science that they can use as the
building blocks to their high school and college level science classes. That they are taught in a way that makes
them excited and interested in science, and that they learn about all the career opportunities related to the
science fields.

Given opportunity to involve in activity or projects about science thru field trips or expedition.
TEachers who make the subject relatable and clear for kids who may not be that interested
hands-on experience

A keen understanding and education in preparation for college.

on campus tutoring options

A teacher who will work with students to improve personal weaknesses

Inspiring interest in Science.

get help from teachers

Hands on labs

Quality of the teacher and quality of the curriculum materials.

That they actually understand the material before moving on...even if it means taking tests over and over (after
school) to be sure they understand...and give them a chance to improve grades.

enjoys learning

hands on

don't know

Understanding basic concept in preparation for high school and college.
They understand the ideas presented and are able to work with them.
hands on. applicable.

engaging and relevant; hands on

Hire quality teachers!

Noting at this time

Taught in an engaging way to excite/motivate students to want to learn more!
enjoying to learn

that she enjoy was she is learning

Experienced and experiential instruction

teachers engagement as it projects to the students
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understand more basic knowledge

Hire extremely qualified SUB teacher if the teacher has to take a leave.

Foster curiosity, learn methods of inquiry, build a strong foundation for future learning.
make it hands on and fun

| think there needs to be more time for the Lab area.

The science teachers seem to vary widely in ability and effectiveness.

qualified teachers

Science should be more hands-on, and engaging.

Hands on, real life experiences, see how science carries into real life.

A teacher that is approachable. Can explain things well and has lot of patience.
live experiments, activities

Hands on, engaging and interactive learning.

Capable, engaging and organized science teachers

That my student learns the basic concepts of science without getting confused by unnecessary information that
will only turn him away from the subject.

That he is able to grasp the concepts.

To actual understand the assignment from the teacher and to answer questions when asked by the students to
help them better understand.

Insightful learning that applies to real life situations. Opportuities for learning beyond the classroom ie
partnerships with companies, field trips etc

preparation for college

Concepts are presented in a manner that gains students interest and is relevant for everyday life and information.

To ensue for a great education in the field of science for a future stable career in science.
n/a

Some may feel overwhelmed learning of "Science". Hopefully learning Science may bring fun and can do
atompshere to the students.

that he grasp the basic concepts that will help him build a strong foundation for future study and they he be
shown the breadth of how science matters in everyone's lives

A teacher who is enthusiastic about the program.

That the things that they have to learn are taught in an interesting way.

To have practical, hands on experiences with science activities. To develop the problem solving skills that will
help them in college and in their careers.

| want advanced/specialty courses such as forensics and sports medicine to remain available for students.
prep for college and real world - not just theory
0

It is important for my child to learn fundamental science concepts and be able to learn them in a way that has
meaning and will hopefully stick with him.

computer science opportunity
Enthusiastic teachers and hands-on training

AP course work

25/51

8/13/2014 4:40 PM

8/13/2014 4:32 PM

8/13/2014 4:32 PM

8/13/2014 4:30 PM

8/13/2014 4:27 PM

8/13/2014 4:26 PM

8/13/2014 4:20 PM

8/13/2014 4:07 PM

8/13/2014 4:07 PM

8/13/2014 3:56 PM

8/13/2014 3:54 PM

8/13/2014 3:54 PM

8/13/2014 3:49 PM

8/13/2014 3:40 PM

8/13/2014 3:40 PM

8/13/2014 3:37 PM

8/13/2014 3:33 PM

8/13/2014 3:29 PM

8/13/2014 3:14 PM

8/13/2014 3:13 PM

8/13/2014 3:13 PM

8/13/2014 3:09 PM

8/13/2014 3:05 PM

8/13/2014 2:41 PM

8/13/2014 2:40 PM

8/13/2014 2:38 PM

8/13/2014 2:25 PM

8/13/2014 2:10 PM

8/13/2014 2:09 PM

8/13/2014 2:05 PM

8/13/2014 2:02 PM

8/13/2014 1:57 PM

8/13/2014 1:45 PM

8/13/2014 1:40 PM



804

805

806

807

808

809

810

811

812

813

814

815

816

817

818

819

820

821

822

823

824

825

826
827

828

829

830

831

832

833

834

835

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

Inquiry-style instruction
that my student has interest & enthusiasm in science and that the standards are mastered

The understanding of how science works with our real world. Having the studying of it be interesting to the
students so they want to learn it.

Enthusiasm from the teachers so the children pick up that joy for learning, seeking and inquiry.
engaged teachers. He has had 2 good teachers and 1 bad science teacher.

None

That she understand the concepts

teacher's ability to understand science and skills to teach the kids, sometimes even the most knowledgeable
teachers are not able to teach well, tests might be better designed and multiple choice questions be less
ambiguous

Access to lab materials and experiences, and online resources.
don't know

Need to prepare for college-level disciplines

That it be current and engaging.

That he learns in a environment where he can learn and demonstrates his understanding in the classroom
environment. The amount of homework is staggering and impossible for someone who is not organized. As a
student who struggles, he is seated with other struggling students who are not good role models. He is being
shunted to the side while the class rolls on.

n/a

Learning Science

She is interested in Science and enjoys being part of it.

| want my student to enjoy science and want to learn more.

Substantive classes that combine book learning with hands-on lessons and prepare students for college-level
work in the sciences.

less homework and more time spent doing the actual lab
Grasp of principles required for college success.
The teacher

make it interesting, link to potential exciting careers,

That my child has a teacher that can actually teach well

labs

Hands on experience instead of sitting through boring lectures.
Challenge, respect and inspire the students to learn.

It is most important that my child like and respect her instructor. She learns very well if she deems the instructor
as very, very knowledgeable.

My child has a clear understanding of the subject by the end of the school year. It is critical that we have the right
teachers in place to keep the students engaged and enthused about the topic.

Less emphasis on EOC!
Hands on learning.

A motivated teacher that can explain and expand on concepts and foster a love of science
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Teachers who can keep students engaged even if the subject is hard for the student

| think it is unfortunate that the math and science tracks are linked. My daughter struggled some in math last year
and will not stay in the advanced track, but she had no problem with science. However, we're told that she has to
stay in matching math and science tracks. | hope this does not keep her from being challenged.

To keep it interesting and the students involved
Understanding of the material
making sure he understands and retains the information provided

that my student understands why things work the way they do, how, and why it is important, instead of just
memorizing definitions of scientific terms

My Grandsons are in middle school and elementary school, better my daughter answer these questions.

The teacher really makes or breaks the science experience either creating passion in the kids or just having it be
another class.

The teacher!

extremelyimportant

Keep it interactive and educational.

prep for college

Science plays a vital roll in our everyday lives.
Maintain interest in the subject and prepare for college
Able to understand the concept of science

Need to get them interested in computer science. Real computer science - like programming - even if it's learning
how to program games. Teach them the concepts. Word, PPT, Excel are not computer science - BUT yes they
are basic skills they should learn.

Understanding
Understanding
understanding the basic concepts and keeping it fun. Science is FUN

Up to date information, competent teachers who don't give worksheets from books the students don't have. Good
labs.

concentrate on learning principles and understanding. Rather than memorizing facts

My child does quite well in science but finds science classes boring. | wish the science classes were more
interesting.

thorough curriculum, adequate textbooks and homework, labs to experience

The teachers were pretty good. My kid likes things he is good at and can be successful. As a parent | like when
he can apply a skill or knowledge. Who ever wrote this survey did not check it-see question 20.

The time the the teacher spends with each student.
He understands the concepts.

Having the opportunity to do a lot of labs and really experience the science and get the concept.

Making science fun and interesting in the early years is imperative. Sparking the interest in science through
hands on activities is key. In the higher grades, interesting and challenging labs are key.

The teacher should give topics and the explanation core concepts and their explanations and study techniques to
do well in the exam.

Hands on experiments and observation skills.
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That the teacher can make the subject fun and interesting.

Exposure to practical science experiments and proper referring materials.
Hands-on or lab based instruction.
Again, good teachers and quality teaching materials.

That they learn to appreciate science (she likes to watch NOVA and enjoyed the Cosmos series.). | am hoping
that teachers can show students how science can lead to all kinds of careers, not just the obvious ones. She
seems interested in the natural world and often asks questions. She got a good grade in biology, so | am happy
about that.

having teachers that love science and can relay that to the kids..
| think that there needs to be a lot more hands on things in science rather than a bunch of book learning.
Good foundation for college

Adequate preparation for college, in-depth analysis of the material and exciting and passionate teachers.

TEACHER HAS TO HAVE ACTIVITIES TO SHOW WHAT LESSON THEY ARE TEACHING. STUDENTS
LEARNBETTER BY SEEING WHAT IS EXPLAINED TO THEM....EXPERIMENTS

Helping my child learn, appreciate and understand how amazing life/animals/environment/world is.

The teacher. If the teacher is dedicated to sharing his or her passion with the students, it will be reflected in the
teaching and the learning. however, when teachers are (seemingly) more focused on proving their position of
power, students learn in an environment of fear of failure or of being proven wrong. Engaging the students
through hands on experiments and relating it to real life is, in my opinion, the way to truly engage the kids and get
them excited about the world of science.

That they teach so the kids will WANT to learn more.

Didn't we just spend money on this last year? Why are they constantly looking for new materials when my
student hardly ever uses the text book? The books sit at home and the teachers don't even use them.

that it helps her in college

To be able to have an Instructor who can communicate with the students at their level of understanding, and at a
pace that promotes good comprehension.

Easy to understand
challenging concepts, motivating instructors

Curriculum was very difficult, and test concepts were very challenging for a freshman. Seemed like a college
level class rather than 9th grade.

To know what's going on in the world and how there's something in the world

hands on opportunities.

Up to date texts, quality equipment and lab experiments, use of technology, and in depth study of topics.
That he has an good grasp of basic science concepts

My student understands well and is passing.

effort from the teacher

Stimulating, engaging, exciting and though provoking. Grab the kids' interest!

Mainly cause and effect.

Teacher attention.

consistency, being prepared for college level
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Her teacher was truly one of the least organized, least well prepared instructors | have witnessed.
That they are taught what is needed to stay on track for the next level.

To be prepared for high school science.

The teacher

Hand-on-learning/labs

44

Hands on experiments

That they truly understand & learn - not just pass the class and hope to end the misery

Having teachers that really make the students want to learn.

To grasp concepts.

more rigor, more enthusiastic teachers with stronger science backgrounds, encouragement that peeks
enthusiasm about science

n/a
Excitement, curiosity, problem solving a hypothesis

That he receives a strong foundation of scientific principles and basic knowledge that he can leverage in high
school.

practical application rather than theory

Understanding of terms and concepts.

My child would like more experiments and hands on activities

Good understanding, challenging

To build a base for future understanding of science concepts for high school and college.
Fun enough to keep them interested

Currentinformation

getting them more engaged with fun projects

Learning and understanding everything taught.

I hope he will thoroughly understand the basic concepts of various science subjects so he has a solid foundation
in science which should help him to succeed in higher level science courses in later years of college.

hands on science experimentation

He is interested in engineering and should have more options for advanced algebra based science to prepare for
college

Enthusiastic teacher with very good content knowledge and pedogogy
more emphasis on science

Hands on experiments and labs.

Nothing

Clear explanations from teachers who care. Eliminate the busywork. Keep the classroom quiet while students are
taking tests.

Sadly, the older child is not particularly motivated to fully engage in learning science. In this case, a teacher who
finds ways to make science lessons relevant to young people, is probably most important.

That it can be adapted to her visual impairment.
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| hope for my students to get the same strong science background | received during the late 70's while attending
high school in Bellingham. | want them to leave high school with a solid background so that they are prepared for
the faster pace of college science and with good exposure to physics, chemistry and biology at a minimum.

activities that make science FUN to inspire enthusiasm and a love for science (as apposed to excessive lectures,
memorization, and rote learning.

focus more on learning, less "Color with purpose" on their homework notebook
Ability to explore concepts through experimentation as well as lecture
na

Keeping up the student's interest, and making science fun. It's a fascinating subject, and can be learned in a fun
way, as well as making it applicable to so many aspects of their lives.

Gaining knowledge, learning about the scientific principal and continuing to want to learn about science.
That it is of high quality

Variety

Hands-on experience and visits of guest speakers who are actively in the science related fields.

Itis fantatsic that the concepts and instruction in science to date has inspired my kids to like science and want to
learn/experiment.

Learning more background facts before beginning labs

They learn the science concepts needed to go through school and are able to understand the concepts being
taught.

Feedback and a pace at which he can learn.

The ability to explore and connect to their own lives.
Everything.

Learning concepts of analyzing and conducting experiments.

| want them to have labs in their classes so they can see chemical reactions actually happening instead of
reading a textbook.

Safety and understanding of material and concepts.

Hands on material, apply what they learn through doing it.

Good teachers.

hands on labs and field work- opportunities to apply in real world- field trips etc.

provide a good learning environment. those who struggle again are left behind with no way to catch up.

More of it. He tried to get into computer programming class but was given Yoga instead. Capacity needs to
increase.

Keep up with the rest of the world, the USA seems to lack in many subjects.

A teacher who loves to teach science and doesn't get caught up in all the small details.
better science education

Having enthusiastic teachers

prepared for college and life

Good teachers.

Exposure to a broad range of concepts and EXCITEMENT / interest in the topic.

The enthusiasm and ability of the individual teacher is paramount.
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That science is taught in a way for kids who dislike science to maybe like it a little
Keeping concepts and applications interesting

high quality teachers

That science seems relevant and interesting

That science teachers and students have access to permanent and consumable science materials throughout the
school year as well as enrichment materials and events. Depth of knowledge is more important than breadth.

Quality teachers

That they have a good grasp of basic scientific facts and concepts, that the material is presented in an interesting
manner and that they can apply what they've learned to real-life problems and questions.

Not only quality education, but having a teacher that provides a way for EVERY student to understand. Each
individual learns in different ways.

NA
passion for understanding and going deeper; having fun with it
Not in depth enough

Opportunity to learn various aspects of science, enthusiastic teachers who can engage and get students excited
about science curriculum.

Having qualified science teachers and excellent text books and lab equipment.

he gets the basics and doesn't get pushed.

| expect the high school to prepare my son for a rigorous college education, leading to a career in engineering.
Practical application and experience

That theory isn't taught as fact - even widely accepted theory. That all world views are taught with equal respect
by the teacher.

Provide clear instructions, Lab work.
A teacher who is passionate about what they are teaching.
More teacher office hour open for questions from students.

I want him to be able to converse about several different fields of science with ease. It is very important to know
about biology, chemistry, physics, ecology, astronomy, etc., in today's world.

Encouragement, especially for girls

Interest in science.

Teachers that understand the subject thoroughly, are organized, and provide good feedback to the students.
Basic knowledge of concepts.

N/A

keep it fun

Variety of options that will help her be excited about it.

make the lessons engaging , including real life examples , feild trips and trully enjoying experiment

that he understands what is taught, that the teachers take time on each component.

That she find it interesting and engaging.

To keep science education developmentally appropriate. There seems to be a push to advance concepts to
students at a younger age.

Grasping the concepts and yet, challenging those students that are more interested in science than others.

Teachers making science interesting and explaining difficult concepts
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Hands on opportunities in the labs.

Having a teacher that engages the students and makes if fun and interesting to learn science. My child loved
science in elementary and middle school and very much disliked it in high school

That the students are taught to experiment, to look for the answer by studying different sources of info, by trying
and making mistakes. They must see the connection between chemistry, physics, math, geography, etc.

Good teachers with real and educational backgrounds in solid science.
involved teachers who are creative in how they teach

| am very pleased thus far in science for both my children

that he turns in his homework

somehow engage student in enjoying science

Hands on experiences.

that they have the resources and instruction to be successful in their science classes...able to achieve good
grades and do well on ACT, PSAT, etc and be prepared for college.

The teachers
Hands-on learning; prepare them to careers in Science

My student didn't do well in science until he received a permanent sub-teacher that taught the students in a way
that the could grasp the material & his grades improved greatly.

Learn and understand the real world science concepts.

That he learn concepts that will help him in High school and college
quality of teacher to make it interesting and exciting

THat they get supportive instruction from teachers.

That science concepts are attainable by all students.

To become critical and analytic thinkers

Teachers need to provide additional enrichment and support for students who seek to go above and beyond in
science and who want to do well in advanced science classes. Also there needs to be more support for students
who want to do well on IB exams and a stronger physics and chemistry curriculum to prepare students for college
science classes.

Age appropriate topics, labs and lab equipment, access to teacher
Good teachers

My child moved into the district from Florida. Since the curriculum was not flexible she had to repeat the same
science class she took last year. The curriculum in Florida was more hands on and more in depth in comparison.

A good teacher who loves science and can transfer that love and understanding to the student!
teachers who are enthusiastic and make it fun
INTERACTION IN LEARNING PROCESS IN CLASSROOM

My kids have had varying experiences in science depending on the teacher. A good teacher who can make
science interesting is most important

Most important is that great science teachers are working in the schools. Teachers that want the kids to excel and
do everything in their power to help them grasp the science concepts. Teachers that have a passion for their
subject matter and can make learning science fun and interesting.

nothing
more things to discover about.

That he gains interest in Science.

32/51

8/12/2014 4:11 PM

8/12/2014 4:07 PM

8/12/2014 3:58 PM

8/12/2014 3:55 PM

8/12/2014 3:54 PM

8/12/2014 3:52 PM

8/12/2014 3:51 PM

8/12/2014 3:49 PM

8/12/2014 3:46 PM

8/12/2014 3:37 PM

8/12/2014 3:35 PM

8/12/2014 3:32 PM

8/12/2014 3:31 PM

8/12/2014 3:30 PM

8/12/2014 3:30 PM

8/12/2014 3:28 PM

8/12/2014 3:27 PM

8/12/2014 3:18 PM

8/12/2014 3:13 PM

8/12/2014 3:12 PM

8/12/2014 3:10 PM

8/12/2014 3:08 PM

8/12/2014 3:06 PM

8/12/2014 3:00 PM

8/12/2014 2:57 PM

8/12/2014 2:54 PM

8/12/2014 2:50 PM

8/12/2014 2:43 PM

8/12/2014 2:41 PM

8/12/2014 2:40 PM

8/12/2014 2:36 PM



1030

1031

1032

1033

1034

1035

1036

1037

1038

1039

1040

1041

1042

1043

1044

1045

1046

1047

1048

1049

1050

1051

1052

1053

1054

1055

1056

1057

1058

1059

1060

1061

1062

1063

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

make it interesting

High quality, enthusiastic teacher who challenges students

Four Year Science in High School. | am satisfied with Middle school Path -2 option of Science
Instilling a desire to ask "why" about the world around us.

building a foundation and understanding the method

Although, | believe the instruction in my child’s science class was satisfactory, it did not grab my child’s attention.

It was not hands on and did not show how science is prevalent in our everyday life.
It would be nice to see some advance science class or some focus on STEM program
Keep current, engaging and teach to the grade level

They should have a self-interest in science...a sense of "why does it work this way" and then a aptitude to have
ways of researching the answers to the questions

That he has fun learning the material

That they understand concepts and science facts.

Her interest is peaked, she is challenged, and she has great instruction
more enthusiasm for science

Learning

Solid grasp of scientific concepts and having a teacher that excites them about this subject!
general understanding and sufficient preparation for college

The quality of the teacher and their enthusiasm for the subject.

Quiality educators and college prep curriculum.

Good understanding of scientific concepts

Discovery and growth in learning through science.

it doesn't seem very indepth

My senior from last year, whom | am basing this survey from, is not the student that will benefit from the science
survey. My other high schooler just needs a science teacher that can make science understandable and
enjoyable.

Having a curriculum that is rich in exciting topics

That required concepts are presented in interesting ways.
Lab experience.

Teachers that foster the love of science in children

| want my daughter to understand the concepts of science and to be able to remember what she learned after
taking the class.

For the teacher to show up to class and actually teach science.
Good teachers, Add COMPUTER SCIENCE,

Remembering the material.

projects

Concepts are taught well by certain teachers, some science teachers, as opposite, devote more attention to the
formality, lacking gasp on student understanding of scientific concepts and their interest in science.

Understanding scientific methods and concepts

Learn to love science as a stepping stone to higher education
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Making science interesting and meaningful to everyday life.
teacher quality

experiencedteachers

learning

Hands on learning to supplement book studies
understanding concepts

N/A

Hands on, encourage love of learning instead of grades
they need to be prepared for high school science.
Understanding of concepts

Having an adequate grasp of science concepts. Understanding cause and effect applies to all things in life.
Understanding safety whether working alone or in a group environment.

better prepared teachers!
Having decent teachers. Most have been cranky and/or weird.

Hands on lab type science with practical application for adult living and able to build from if interested in related
fields latter on

Teachers need a passion for teaching the subject. My daughter has had an outstanding enthusiastic teacher and
a moderate (at best) teacher.

having a teacher who understands what she/he is teaching and has control of the class
Having a teacher make science fun and engaging so they like it more.

STEM program in Middle school and High school

Hands-on activities, and learning concepts that can be used to further advanced studies.
explain more

Itis important to have different options to satisfy all interest levels of science
Enthusiasm

I would like to see science taught by teachers who are enthused by the subject, who see the correlation of
science to everyday life and who relate to the students

She can learn something and have fun

My student homeschooled for science in middle school. As a former middle school science teacher, | strongly
support a the continued subject-area structure currently used by the district. | feel that former integrated science
curriculum was too disjointed, despite the attempt to unify subjects under overarching concepts.

Good teachers

Interesting and exciting, hands on science experiences. Balanced world views on scientific theories and
understandings. Theories presented as such, not as facts.

Learning a variety of knowledge around the area of science.
no comment

Clearly understanding the material taught
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My child loves science and had a lack luster teacher. she was unorganized, and that affected my child's grade. |
this did not help her enthusiasm for science. My daughter loves science and had her worst grade ever, some of it
her own fault but some of it fell on the teacher and her losing papers, or not having make up options, or leaving
the grading up to the aide. | think the teacher did not set up a solid understanding of the expectations, and then
kept changing them. This was a huge frustration for me and my student. | like the skyward, but | felt teachers did
not input information in a timely manner or it was not accurate information. | found that my student would fix,
issues but skyward would not reflect the "fix".

Introduction to concepts and teaching of critical thinking process.
He learns the importance of science and how it relates to everyday life and living. Enjoys science

| want the teachers to work hard enough so that my student and others are able to firmly grasp the concepts
taught.

understanding processes around labs, documentation, scientific process, etc.
hands-on learning

Skilled teachers with an approach that prepares kids for college.

Lots of options including regular classes and AP classes.

very important

Make it interesting. More hands on.

Ability to learn about a variety of science

A basic understanding of scientific concepts that can be carried forward.

A teacher who can spark interest in their students and explain complicated ideas in a way students can
understand.

My son had an exceptional teacher his Freshman year and the others since have been mediocre at best.

Excellent courses and instruction in science to provide a solid base knowledge of scientific principles. Also, we'd
like our student to be exposed to different science career tracks in the real world. Meet real scientists. Have an
understanding of what she can pursue in college with science and beyond in a career.

teaching methods and programs to be on par with college requirements; teachers' knowledge an dability as well
as a willingess to teach, to see their kids succeed

To assist her is reaching her college goals

good instruction. my student's experience with the science teachers is that they are simply mean in the
classroom.

An engaging teacher will do wonders for a student.

teachers that are enthusiastic and inspire curiosity in science
Preparing him for college and encouraging interest in STEM careers.
| don't know.

hands on learning of concepts

Fun teachers

understanding the concepts

none

Hands on instruction/ lab time.

That she can tie it into everyday life.

Keep it up.
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have a goof foundation in science
A well-rounded appreciation and interest in science.
Variety of classes

experimentation, hand on learning, inquiry, use of scientific method, history of scientific concepts, field trips,
experts brought in as speakers, spark student interest-fun and interesting, good films on topics

Communication with student and parents related to mapping out student's curriculum.

a

n
great teachers who have varied teaching styles

This is a process answer, not a content one. I'm a fan of teacher development, so adopting processes at the
school level that enable teachers to engage in continuous learning. See "Building a Better Teacher" by Elizabeth
Green (2014). Ultimately, | would like my children's teachers to foster their curiosity and develop their critical
thinking abilities regardless of the subject area and the processes outlined by Green provide a means for doing
that. It will require a huge initiate at the district and school level though...

learning

After school clubs that make them interested in science computer programming and math competitions.
Understanding concepts but most important how it applies to everyday life

More applicable scientific skills.

Practical applications of the concepts being taught. ( Not just theoretical concepts).

I know it's a subject he has always struggled with, but is interested in learning

I would like my oldest son to better appreciate and understand Science.

I would like my child to have good fundamentals in science and develop ability to freely think, inquire and
organize his thinking.

Science should have more assignments or alternate ways to make up for misunderstood assignments especially
students with IEP's.

learned material, connection with students

Interest

Gaining the science knowledge and skills necessary for college.

A curriculum and teacher that keeps students engaged and interested in the subject
In depth varied hands on education

that he have enthusiastic teachers

The enthusiasm of the teacher and the compatability of the instructional

Itis important to see clear instructions for test preparations and lab work

Needs more AP science classes. My student had to drive to every day to take one he wanted

teachers will to go out of their way to help students learn
having fun and learning about science
My child loves science.

excellentteachers
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Solid foundation so that he can continue to excel and enjoy science education

She needs a better understanding. She finds it interesting but is not understanding the concepts that are being
presented.

Direct instruction and hands-on labs.
mind expanded, be amazed,

X

Good teaching

Not sure

??

Middle school science - that he has a firm understanding of the concepts, and enjoys the lessons, lots of hands
on experiments, explanation of why something occur not just what or how.

1
excitement in subject matter, motivation
To much homework, the teacher is not passing the analogy the way that child would be interested in the subject.

While instructional materials are an aspect of learning, | believe that the classroom teacher is the most important
asset to a student's learning. It is most important to me to have my child's science teacher (and other subject
teachers) be motivated to teach my child and not just assign reading material out of the text, website searches, or
worksheets as the primary source of learning.

that the teacher actually teaches the subject to the students, instead of assuming that the kids already know the
subject

Comfortability with lab work and scientific terms and logic. Adequate number of teaching staff to handle hands-on
projects in class with teenagers. Many teachers seem unable to manage a class of energetic teens standing up
around tables without extra adult help. Group projects should stay in the classroom where student participation
levels can be managed.

That she learn about science and learn to like it.
| have no idea what they need to know to go to college science class....
That it's "hands-on" application, relevant and provides "value-add"

That they have a firm grasp of a variety of scientific principles and concepts that can be applied in real-world
situations.

| feel they do a good job teaching this it is just a difficult subject for some.
That he knows it, which he does.

Solid foundation in the scientific process; exposure to all areas of science and opportunity for advaced
coursework (AP) in biology, chemistry, physics and computer science.

Expose students to the types of career opportunities in science, beyond Doctors, Scientists, and climate change
alarmists.

accessible teachers willing to be available for support to students if needed.

Children need to learn how science is related to their day to day life experience.

Finding a way to make science relevant

To build a solid foundation in preparation for High school level science biology/chemistry/physics

Lab time should coincide with what lecture time is teaching. | heard very little about any labwork, no dissections,
no real hands-on learning.

Let him to be interested in this education.
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Relevant, performance-based (Labs, hands-on instruction and activities)
Starting with the basics and building on that

Variety of selection - environ to chemical

That it is made fun and hands-on as much as possible

wants to be Chemical Engineer! :)

Most important is that he is learning the skills needed to continue the learning.

hands on experimenting- making connections with the book and lab work and seeing where the science courses
can take you-

Learning
Well-rounded in all disciplines, enthusiastic teachers

A complete view of science including, but not limited to, the theory of Intelligent Design as well as the theory of
evolution.

Being able to apply what they've learned to use in their college coursework
Lab experience and understanding of concepts.
Opportunity to learn how to apply knowledge beyond class; real world applications.

Science has not been taught in an approachable manner, my student has not learned practical, everyday
approach to science in terms he can grasp which is why teaching has been poor and why his interest in science
has not been sparked at all.

Hands on learning Labs Good frequency and duration of tests not just here's a test regardless if the teacher was
there to teach the lesson or not... that happened too many times and the science experience was terrible. Teach
the lesson appropriately don't just be absent the day before the test so no questions nor a review can happen
with the teacher... subs don't care or do anything proactive in teaching, they are just a warm body. The science
department has a talented group of teachers that just need to be more aware of student needs for learning. Being
absent before a test or for most of the chapter is not teaching. This goes for all teachers.

Access to help and teachers when needed

My student needs to "learn by doing"
Energy and fun the teacher brings to the program!
help with learning

The Science instruction was difficult for my son to follow last year. The labs are taught in group settings and this
format does not work well for a kid with Aspergers. There needs to be options for kids who have problems
working with groups. Like have only one other partner not a whole group.

interesting them in hands on science
learning all the disciplines of science
Breadth and depth of offering

hands on

proper perspective
Fostering a love of science.
Applying the principals

That he learn to think in a logical and scientifically valid way, and that he incorporate his knowledge and insights
into his thinking rather than just repeating after the teacher.
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X
ability to communicate better with the teacher

Teachers need to actually know what they are teaching.

Learning the concept and understanding how it fits together- the big picture
a

science presented in a way that is engaging and interesting to develop a love of learning and an inquisitive mind.
Not just memorizing to get an A.

physics - better communication between parents and teachers
learning the basics

Designing a curriculum that makes my daughter curious and want to learn more on her own. Learning a solid
foundation of basic knowledge that lets her add on future knowledge onto that solid framework, and also learning
some things that are fascinating.

Learning to learn. Creating a passion for science through applied science.
College level classes

For science to be presented to students as interesting and relevant.
applicable skills

understanding the concepts

college prep

Things that foster interest. My child used to love science but is so frustrated by the vocabulary and testing
requirements that he now says he 'hates' science- what a pity!

My children are physical learners. | would love to see science adopted that engages the kids in more hands on
instruction and exploration.

na

My son's teacher provided great feedback and updates to the parents and made the class fairly interesting.
Opportunities for extra help are important.

learning and electronics

That my daughter is challenged and interested

That she gets the right instruction.

Create an excitement and stimulating curiosity for science
yes

i want my student to learn thoroughly. not half and half
Application to the real world.

That she build an understanding of basic science skills
motivated teachers

Quality and Interest of instructor (background in science)
obtaining a good understanding of the topics

My student should obtain a good grasp of scientific concepts and an understanding of the world around him, plus
a curiosity about the world.

that they keep science interesting to him, engage the student in lab / field studies to make it interesting
exposure to complex systems

Relevant and interesting learning environment
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Having a teacher who can install a love for the subject matter and keep the students interested in learning
clear and concise educator communication

That it is rigorous and interesting, how it pertains to them now and possibly in the future.

Itis key that students get a firm grasp of science early on.

nothing

Getting a good grounding in study skills and the ability to learn as well as learning at least the fundamentals of
science.

Having science teachers who engage and get students to get involved is key to their education.
A caring teacher and the right classroom and equipment.

Options

Providing necessary concepts and keeping it interesting and fun.

Time

Learning. Caring/compassionate teachers

They are able to understand and remember the information that is given to them.

prepared for college

So far, the science curriculum in elementary, middle and high school has failed to capture my students' interest
and enthusiasm the way other areas have (humanites, math).

having fun and learning

That they understand and appreciate science.

more than memorizations

Lots of hands on and applicable skills

Quiality of teachers and excitement about the subject.

The science teacher provided study skills labs after school which were of great help

emphasis on science needs to dramatically improve. | would like to see basic physics introduced in 6 grade.
All aspects of science are taught objectively.

Teach them the basics that they can build up their own understanding of the world. In the kids project work, as is
very promoted in ISD, the kids don't have chance to create there own knowledge.

n/a

A strong understanding of scientific method, a chance to ponder and build ideas as well as memorize facts
The teacher really engages the students and communicates her enthusiasm; she takes the time to teach.
Fun

His Teacher's knowledge and compassion towards student learning

Exceptional teachers with enthusiasm to teach the subject.

Linking clubs to school work; linking current events and its importance to what they are learning in the clas
Firm foundation. College ready. Great lab skills

That the instructional method is interactive and interesting.

Excellent teachers who engage students in learning that shows them the practical uses for studying sciences.
It was slightly challenging as the teacher got a little behind due to outside element.

Making science fun. There is so much content and information to learn, to get the kids prepared for the EOC that
if you fall behind, you are lost.

40/51

8/11/2014 9:00 PM

8/11/2014 8:52 PM

8/11/2014 8:51 PM

8/11/2014 8:48 PM

8/11/2014 8:46 PM

8/11/2014 8:43 PM

8/11/2014 8:38 PM

8/11/2014 8:37 PM

8/11/2014 8:30 PM

8/11/2014 8:26 PM

8/11/2014 8:26 PM

8/11/2014 8:25 PM

8/11/2014 8:24 PM

8/11/2014 8:11 PM

8/11/2014 8:08 PM

8/11/2014 8:08 PM

8/11/2014 8:06 PM

8/11/2014 7:57 PM

8/11/2014 7:50 PM

8/11/2014 7:46 PM

8/11/2014 7:44 PM

8/11/2014 7:41 PM

8/11/2014 7:40 PM

8/11/2014 7:37 PM

8/11/2014 7:37 PM

8/11/2014 7:36 PM

8/11/2014 7:35 PM

8/11/2014 7:27 PM

8/11/2014 7:24 PM

8/11/2014 7:23 PM

8/11/2014 7:17 PM

8/11/2014 7:16 PM

8/11/2014 7:13 PM

8/11/2014 7:12 PM

8/11/2014 7:00 PM

8/11/2014 6:55 PM



1287

1288

1289

1290

1291

1292

1293

1294

1295

1296

1297

1298

1299

1300

1301

1302

1303

1304

1305

1306

1307

1308

1309

1310

1311

1312

1313

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

They need to be performing college-level science work by the time they graduate.

My child would like to have teacher's that inspire the desire to want to learn science. Not a teacher that just shows
up because it's their job.

n/a

Learning and grasping all branches of science - Physics, Chemistry, Life Sciences - and understand how they all
come together.

Although my child had wonderful instruction in science for her first two years in middle school, her last year was
year was difficult. She had flourished and loved science under previous instructors but her teacher this past year
did nothing to promote a positive science experience nor made students feel comfortable in seeking additional
knowledge, at times acted uninterested in assisting instruction or students made to feel as downgraded for
asking for help. Known fact in the community to not want this teacher for science, yet they continues to teach

. Often interest stems from a teacher that strikes a spark in a student. These teachers are so regulated they
aren't given much if any opportunity to strike that spark.

Learning more deeply.
Hands on experiments and learning to engage them in the wonder of science and the real world application of it.

That he learns a love of science. The way it was taught last year - and the teacher he had - didn't do anything to
enhance his knowledge of how cool science can be.

That he is challenged and motivated to continue learning about science.

My daughters teacher this past year was awesome! She was young and bright and could connect with the
students.

yes.

She hates science. She is also a straight A student. How can they make science interesting and fun for kids that
age?

That the material is challenging.

Increase the level of interests

N/A

The basic concepts are taught, don't get too granular
Enthusiastic teachers and engaging content.

Math and Science connection to create and solve problems. How to plan, collaborate, fail and not to give up.
Students to witness real world examples of how science works. Study of our contemporaries - what our modern
chemist solving today?

Hands on learning...making science come to life thru labs and active participation is essential.
teacher needs to have passion and interest.

Science education needs to be exclusively based on science. There is no place in science education for religious
beliefs (ie creationism, bible stories, etc).

opportunities for hands on exploration
n/a

enthusiastic teachers!! It's hard work and it's more fun when the teacher are creative and enthusiastic

Be one step ahead in education compared to other districts

Challenging topics and curriculum for gifted students
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We were out of district last year for 1/2 a year, it was my daughter's favorite subject. When we returned it was
her least favorite, because of the attitude and approach of her Science teacher. Bullying is not OK!

understanding of the material

Learning a love of exploring and learning about the world around them.

Excellentteachers.

A broad but firm grasp on the concepts that will lead them into high school set up for success.
Students should take physics and chem lab methods in 8th grade

encouragement of girls in the sciences and STEM fields

advancement and challenge

To keep science at the Developmental Level.

flexibility

Learn the history and how to apply techniques in today's world.

The 7th grade science program was WAY to rushed. | would HIGHLY suggest re-organizing the curriculum to
that the pace is understandable.

To discover greater things
He gain more understanding in order to do his homework with much less parental help.

In depth understanding of scientific concepts - would rather more time was spent on fewer concepts than vice
versa.

Rigorous labs and tests

n/a

A good teacher

experiential learning

That he/she understands the concept.

deep understanding rather that broad concepts

That my child is excited about and has a positive view of science.
Hands on experience

none

Track2 science was not engaging enough -- lots of labs (and lab reports), yet the curriculum has resulted in my
child's DIS-interest in science, not fostered it. Very disappointing.

the class being interesting and challenging
having actual science teachers teach science

Make sure Science teachers keep kids engaged in Science. My student is sooo interested but with one year of a
"bad" teacher, students lose interest so fast and get so frustrated and disappointed when teacher doesn't spend
the time nor energy to engage the students.

A clear understanding of concepts taught by an enthusiastic teacher.

Basic understanding but knowing not every student has the interest. Make it understandable not so hard no one
can succeed.

Interest her teacher had in helping my student learn and develope/maintain her interest in science despite having
poor grades in the past because of turning in late assignments and the like. My daughter now is serious about
pursing education/career in STEM
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That it is comprehensive and keeps up with other states and countries so we produce high quality capable
students who can follow the sciences in university

that they leave the class STILL liking science
good teachers

Keep it challenging for those who need the challenge. For example, my 8th grader was disappointed that she
was not offered AP science when she started as a 6th grader.

More interesting science lectures
Strong understanding and how to apply in every day.
be able to grasp science concepts and skills

Again, | think that teaching staff is crucial. .

N
I think there should be many choices for advanced science courses.
Engaging teachers and lots of hands on opportunities.

Having a great and enthusiastic teacher who cares about the kids and makes science interesting (we have
experienced both ends of the spectrum in this regard)

Hands on experiments.
An instructor that can excite my student to understand the practical application of science in life skills.

Science should allow for real discovery, not be a series of predictable "experiments" that are really just repetitive
exercises in group dynamics. My daughter is always one of the top 4 students in her class. That means every
time she is assigned to work with a group, her grade can only go down, not up. She always ends up doing most
of the work, or being graded on someone else's lesser work. This is very discouraging and has been her
consistent experience in science class.

That he understands concepts, he continues to enjoy and the information in factual and not indoctrination.
Having the chance to do some labs to practice what they learn
there was little to no science taught in her elementary school class.

Students should have a firm grasp of basic scientific principles and an understanding of how they relate to the
world around us.

They have fun while they are learning and are involved in hands on assignments.

Adequate materials and science experiements

hands on learning

That they have a good understanding of science basics.

That she is taught how to think critically.

have students to submit report based on what's they have learned.
exploration or learning activities outside school campus.

To enjoy learning about science

Understanding concepts and generalizing concepts for real world application.

Would have liked AP to be offered
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Strong IB level science courses as (anonymous) wants to pursue a medical degree.

I wish my son could be in a science class every day so that he has a consistent understanding of the material in
which they are learning. The most important thing to me is that my son understands what is being taught.

There needs to be qualified teachers that are able to get the concepts to be understood by all of their students,
not just the high achievers.

better teachers
As many "hands-on" experiments as possible

The continuation of different levels of science. My sons passion is science and he has benefited from having the
opportunity to take excelled science classes.

n/a

Dissection needs to be brought back. It is important to those kids who need to become comfortable with biological
processes. The scientific process needs to be more emphasized by giving more opportunities to build their own
experiments as well as do experiments with known outcomes.

Promote enthusiasm for independent learning.
The chance to do hands-on lab work and to see real world applications of scientific concepts.

That they have the opportunity to do experiments and apply the information to real life careers to see what might
be interesting to them in the future.

Good teachers
That she learn real world concepts.
I would like for him to have the opportunity to take science classes that are interesting to him.

The teacher's enthusiasm for the subject. One teacher seemed to be just going through the motions and sis not
have a good grasp on the subject. This made the class very frustrating. The next teacher was fantastic and
brought extra to the classroom. My son had a phenomenal year.

That it is challenging.

Great teacher

They just need more of it

That he or she grasp the concepts and can translate what's taught into everyday life.

Get teachers that allow kids to expand their minds, teachers that believe in kids. get an assistant in each science
class, so more can happen. More exciting experiments, more special guests speakers. More substance in the
program.

knowing the basics

Enthusiastic teachers that are well organized and can teach the science concepts. My student will be a senior
and has never had a engaging or competent science teacher yet.

hands on learning
meeting state/federal proficiency

That the lessons are given in a constructive and fun way. Keep the students curious about the world around
them, using real world examples and possible field trips.

Children should have better support system so they like the subject
Explanations and patience

Encourage girl to choose science path. To love math

Critical and theoretical thinking skills

Needs to be more engaging and higher level, with interesting labs. Felt it was just the science fair project and
grade school science repeated.
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| think everyone should know about world science.

She had an excellent, enthusiastic teacher in 8th grade.

Every teacher should have their own web site. Books should be available for home use, not just internet access.
They learn things they didn't already know.

An overall understanding of science.

that he likes it.

Thoroughly understanding different science concepts

the teacher

Lots of labs and hands-on experiments.

The text books used for the middle school science curriculum are not useful for learning the content that the
teacher instructs in class and then tests the students on. The textbook content does not match the content the
student is required to learn.

Hire teachers that are stronger and have a love of the subject.
to understand the concepts of the class

Good teachers..

Love of learning. Enthusiasm.

| appreciate lots of hands-on learning for science. For those with a creative, scientific mind who learn best
through hands-on projects, science class is one of their only opportunities in elementary and secondary
education to explore and learn in the way that suits them best.

A teacher who makes the learning fun and interesting and takes the time to answer questions.
she understand what she needs for high school
8th grade science was an incredible experience for our son.

My son lost interest in science due to the science curriculum. He was extremely bored. He would have benefited
in a class that was geared to kids who could handle a more challenging pace and one that went into more depth.

Current information and technology

The labs for learning. Hands on approach

The importance of science cannot be overstated. Children need to have that understanding.
Prepping for College

That she gets new information and applies it to other situations

N/A

Hands on education, understanding key skills and concepts

More hands on and teachers who really love the subject helped my secondary student maintain interest.
encouraging students to be interested in science

Having a good teacher to him excited and engaged in science!

That the teacher truly engage with the desire to help the students be successful.

take the time to reach out to kids who have a hard time getting it. Just because they do not reach out in class due
to embarrassment, does not mean that everyone gets it

Interesting classes that engage my student to want to learn more about the subject.
experience and knowledge of the teachers, access to hands on learning

Teacher's knowledge of the material as well as his or her ability to keep my daughter engaged in this topic.
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more programs aimed at girls
Understanding all new and old material.
Good teachers

The teacher's ability to properly teach and communicate the concepts of science to my students level of
understanding.

That they have a good teaher that they actualy can learn from

There needs to be more frequent nands-on opportunitites for students.
preparation for college requirements

Lab opportunities

That she develops a broad understanding of science topics and understands the scientific method and approach
to problem solving

That he understands basic concepts and can retain those concepts.

quality of teachers

Prepare for rigors of college

That it be made relevant for the students

Practical experience and small group instruction.

That he achieves his goals, learns a lot, and gets into a good college.

That they have a basic grasp of necessary science concepts and they do.
My child hasn't really performed or attended any musical activities or events.

Learning what is necessary so they are prepared to be successful at high school level science courses - and to
see all the ways science can be fun and useful in the world.

Now and then we come across a science teacher who's main area of study was NOT science and they do not
have an adequate grasp of science curriculum. Please work to ensure that hired science teachers actually have a
passion for and strong background in science no matter what level of school they are teaching.

keeping up

hands on and fun.

We did not get much science - which is ridiculous. . .
Hands on learning.

Provide exposure to all types of science, encourage and explain prospective science-related career paths,
especially encouragement for girls in these fields.

Teachers who have expertise in the subject matter and are enthusiastic about teaching it

What is most important to me about my student's science education is that they thoroughly understand all
concepts being taught to them.

| feel like it

Get interesting content from actual science trained teachers.

The teacher

Quality of teacher, rigor of material, accessibility of teacher for support and collaboration
That he is excited to learn science.

Teacher's need to be more experienced with student
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| think that great science teachers are imperative. ..at this stage in the child's educational life, the kids need to
have real world exposure to a variety of scientific endeavors. To me this means that kids should be exposed to
as many real-world issues that are being addressed scientifically, as possible. And the kids should do some
deep dives on one or two issues, perhaps in concert with scientists outside of the school, so as to get kids
feeling connected with real issues and with real researchers in the world. At this age kids need to start engaging
with the world, and discovering their career interests early on, and they need to avoid being confined mentally
and physically, to the walls and bland textbooks in the school.

That he passes at this point he struggkes
make science fun with hands on experiment.

Lessons paced right. A balance of enough time to absorb information and be challenged with it but not so much
time on any given lesson that it becomes boring.

Help them to know why they have to learn those concept in application or practical aspect...
one on one instruction

increased appreciation and awareness of the scope and wonder of science

to get a good grade

need to inspire for student's curiosity and elevate depth of the subject

quality teachers and instruction

Quality teachers, lab time, hands-on experiences

That my student has an understanding of the scientific process and how to apply this process.
Exposure to key concepts and experiments

How well (anonymous) does in the class

I think it is important for him to be able to grasp the concepts. There seems to be a lot of work but | am not sure
that was helpful for him.

Appropriate learning material. Special needs students who are significantly behind should not be required to take
science at the same pace as their peers with little to no support.

Enjoying the subject and being prepared for high school and district requirements.

Being on par with the best students around the world in the area of science.

Needs to be very hands on/interactive teaching and learning

Developing a keen interest in all areas of science. Making it interesting an fun to spark a love for science.

Teacher's enthusiasm and ability to provide attention and support to students. | would say this applies to all
subjects. With all the technology that students are drawn to, | think teachers need to find a way to make subjects
much more interesting and engaging.

| thought the 6th grade curriculum was excellent.

a better curriculum related to current environment/ events

basic scientific knowledge and prep for college

that he has it

Keeping them interested for continued learning despite mastery level.
learning by doing

Don't know

The teachers approach to engaging the students.

it should be fun! Science has many disciplines so while some have been boring, it is important to know
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| want my student to be taught truth. Evolution being taught as fact is wrong.

Quiality teachers that are able to interpret materials for the students in a way that makes it interesting for the kids
to learn. Labs and real world work are important for the students to process this huge topic well.

understanding the concepts and hopefully enjoying science

My student is looking forward to taking Biology this year and has already started learning all the terms.

as long as he's happy and enjoying what he's doing, that what counts most to us.

Continuing education and interest in Science

That the science teacher incorporates different styles of learning and can actually connect with the students.
Level taught, instruction, materials, expectations, experience of staff member

Teachers willing to help struggling students

they have a teacher who is adept to teach the class. our instructor last year is the reason my child no longer has
a passion for science.

Her teacher did not teach her he made the students just go figuer it out by talking to each other.

To provided them with important topics that will enable them to further their education....also make it interesting.
Having an encouraging teacher.

hands on learning

Encouragement in science exploration, skills, and experiences

What she learns and retains, and how it prepares her for higher education.

Making in fun and enjoyable

To grasp the wonder of science, the experimentation process, and the role of innovations in improving our world.

That she understands the basic concepts of Science

Continue to broaden her understanding of all sciences and challenge her in her learnings.
Continued interest and growth

Attendance of teacher

better control of teachers. Have them teach and NOT be their FRIENDS

the depth of options

An interested and enthusiastic teacher.

through science i expect she will achieve her dream

engagement

Homework process in Middle School has turned my student off science.

Quiality and clear instruction

conceptual understanding and problem solving skills

That student retains information taught

To learn as much as she can to get into college.

Less book learning, more experiential learning.

Developing and maintaining an interest in Science. Making it relevant to their world.
Good teachers that don't turn them off to the subject

his teacher was unengaged and too focused on test scores rather than learning
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hands on science

That she leaves school with some understanding of it.

More varied class offerings

X

The teacher is prepared and knowledgeable in the curriculum.

The quality of teacher skills and knowledge in the subject and their ability to communicate clearly and the caring
attitude of the teacher makes all the difference. | would like to see cameras in the classrooms to help in motivate
positive behavior and accurate accountability on staff and students.

having teachers who are enthusiastic and passionate about the subject. a good teacher who understands the
concepts and can explain them well makes all the difference in the world,

fun and relevant and teacher open mindedness that all students/families don't agree with the books all the time.
hands on learning, experimentation

As adults, it's important that my children have a grasp of the scientific process and can decipher scientific
principles from everyday life and news. | want them to know why science matters.

Good teachers that engage the students. Good communication with parents. Good online links to help with
classwork.

Having a teacher who will "teach” and not just pass out photo copies and have students teach themselves.
Science should be a hands on subject, not one that you learn from a text book 100%.

Focus on science not politics. Provide equal exposure to all viewpoints not pander to mainstream media
influences.

Hands on opportunities to do experiments.

Keep it interesting and hands on. Don't push too hard to cram in too much information. Students dig deeper in a
subject on their own if they are keenly interested.

Development and understanding of lab work, organization and methodology along with science fundamentals.
Science needs to be hands on and engaging to encourage enthusiasm and participation

learning about new and emerging scientific concepts

That he has been challenged. There should be more offered for the advanced students.

The curriculim was terrible!

more time for labs

Enthusiasm, instilling a love of science

Better variety of classes--STEM would be a nice addition.
na

Middle school science curriculum is quite diluted and doesn't properly prepare students to meet the demands of
high school Physics or Chemistry. Need to focus more on problem solving and needs to more integrated with
math concepts.

showing real world applications for the science curriculum they are studying. | think kids need to know how
science will relate to them once they leave school

That she has fun and enjoys the process of learning.
more hands on experiments
Teachers that allow any questions without making the student feel stupid.

| hope that the science department can challenge the students while making learning about science fun. This is
key to all education, because it allows kids to relax while they are learning (and they absorb and retain more
material). It also opens up the possibility that kids will seek higher learning in science - and perhaps choose it as
a career path in the future.
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Engaging and hands-on curriculum

Practical use, college prep

Grasping concepts of how science is used in everyday life.
Making science fun!

More attention needs to be paid to individual student's learning style and ability to grasp concepts. If they fall
behind, there needs to be way to constantly check in with them and provide additional tuition.

Understanding concepts in a clear manner. He does not need a teacher who challenges him to teach himself, this
does not occur even in college! A good teacher is one who presents the concepts them via experiments SHOWS
how those concepts actually work. Then reiterates them again until the students clearly understand.

I would like to see the kids be able to dissect things in Biology as a normal class thing and not an after school
thing otherwise | would give a very satisfied.

That she receives the help she needs. Seems electronic tests were always resulting in F scores for many
students due to errors within the system. There were no after school options for her to get extra help at the
school. The teacher seemed uninterested in helping.

I am not in favor of the IB program. | do not like that students need to take two years of a class to qualify to take
UL exams that colleges look at. Taking the SL exams are virtually worthless in the state of WA because the state
schools only consider HL exams.

Itis important that my child be prepared for higher level high school science classes, and that high school
science and math classes lead him to be well prepared for college level science and math.

My student is good at science but claims not to like it. Help students explore the really neat and interesting
careers / jobs that use science or science + math. Help them to see what else is out there so they can go on to
continue studying science in college.

to pass and retain info which he has
| want to see more math in the curriculum. It's the perfect place to teach statistics.

no one updated the survey questions 18 and 19 to reflect science - attention to detail is lacking. Question 2 is also
missing a selection for middle school option based on the selection in question 1. - attention to detail is lacking

Consistency in expectation between science teachers solid method and principals need to be taught to the same
standard in every classroom.

Fix questions 18 and 19, instead of music it should say science. More enthusiastic teachers and more labs to
absorb concepts.

Quality instructors. Ability to move up/down in levels of science. We discovered our child had a great interest in
science but we were told we were unable to move him up to advanced science despite perfect grades and a
boring teacher. This process needs to be changed.

My son has enjoyed the science classes in middle school. But he's not as enthused as he was while he was in a
sci/tech program during 4th and 5th grade.

In the beginning of the school year, we thought he had turned in all of his assignments but he was missing a few.
We were able re-do a couple of them, but were not able to re-do one of them, which cause him to have a lower
grade.

Sorry but | think it's sloppy that questions 18-20 were not updated to change "music"” to "science." As stated
above, | think you have lost a huge opportunity to engage the students who participated in the "advanced"
science offering; arguably those students should by self-selection be the ones most interested in science but
rather than fostering that interest, they have been treated like second class citizens compared to the regular
grade level students taking the same class.

50/51

8/4/2014 4:12 PM

8/4/2014 3:58 PM

8/4/2014 2:53 PM

8/4/2014 1:17 PM

8/4/2014 12:44 PM

8/4/2014 12:26 PM

8/4/2014 12:17 PM

8/4/2014 12:00 PM

8/4/2014 11:26 AM

8/4/2014 11:08 AM

8/4/2014 10:59 AM

8/4/2014 10:31 AM

8/4/2014 9:50 AM

8/4/2014 9:42 AM

8/4/2014 9:38 AM

8/4/2014 9:31 AM

8/4/2014 9:14 AM

8/4/2014 9:13 AM

8/4/2014 9:08 AM

8/4/2014 9:06 AM



1589

1590

1591

1592

1593

1594

1595

1596

1597

1598

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

More AP

they didn't have much homework, a lot of it was easy online work. | want to make sure it's a rigorous program for
learning.

Path 2 was a great addition.

Teachers needs to ask during teaching lesson if students are understanding the steps before they move forward
too quickly. Especially, when teaching how a lab is done and what is expected in the written lab work.

| assume you mean science concepts and skills in the previous questions. | am happy with the science
curriculum that my children have received. There seems to be great opportunity for hands-on learning which |
assume will continue. | have very different (from one another) children and all like the science classes.

Quality of the instructor. The experience in the classroom varies widely by instructor.

making it fun and interesting. Science is everywhere, break the old school mold and make it creative, fun and
interesting

Getting students interrested in science, making them understand concepts and methods of approaching science,
experimental part (hands on approach) is also important

What the teacher teaches should be able to stay in the student's memory even after that year is already over

Questions 18 and 19 need to be rewritten. | answered them as though they were about science. My child is
advanced in science and | wish there was a way for my child's interest in science could be nurtured by the school
system before high school.
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Q22 What else would you like us to know as
we begin this process?

Answered: 794 Skipped: 2,326

Responses

Nothing

None.

instructor with experience and education in the particular field
n/a

Make it interesting!

no

n/a

nothing more

none

This needs to be an elective course

kids need to have better international competitive advantage
Please have options for students who nned extra help.

My child is Home schooled and gets private tuition through a local college for her science classes.

nothing

Keep up the good work!

Better textbooks, more field trips, career guidance and not scheduling science in 1st and second period, the kids
are barely awake the!!

na

ml

that some of the science teachers have been there too long
Hands on learning with science is key.

STRIVE FOR BALANCE. A CHILD'S MENTAL HEALTH IS FIRST CONCERN: A GOAL NEEDS TOBE TO
REDUCE ANXIETY, CREATE BALANCE IN THEIR LIVES, ALLOW THEM TO HAVE SOME FUN!!

Number 20 above does not make sense. The question asks about science but then the last bullet says "my
student is not currently taking music instruction”. | responded in regards to science, not the music program.

none
none
n/A

broader base core knowledge

N/A
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No further comment.

Core science education does nto have enough emphasis. Escpecially in consideration fo the fact that up to 70%
of the new jobs for these children will be in health care and health care support.

Nathan needs one on one help.

Robot club is not necessarily science, it is more about mechanics, and guidance is lame, car mechanics would
be more useful under the current concept. how about Biology, Chemistry? Physics?! they are the main applicable
sciences, | mean, we are talking about science or a club to play with parts?

I think it is always more interesting when students do fun hands-on..ie. dissection, field trips, nature walks, active
experiments, etc.

see question 4
Nothing else.

na

Avoid teachers that do not have creative approaches to teaching science.

nothing more.

nothing
n/a

too academic and fast paced. students don't have enough time to learn, experiment and ENJOY the scientific
process

none
Nothing really

| hate to see topics limited to only what is on a state mandated test, but would like to see options for topics that
students are particularly interested in also covered

na
n/a

I would like the know the reasoning behind the question and again, what the "process" delineates.
Get better teachers

Lots of homework does not equal lots of learning.

Nothing.

?

NA

don't know.

Idk

be more dynamic

Make it more interesting and relevant to the student's life.

| feel science teachers and the people that support them are truly awesome.

?

Nothing really i would you guys to know on to begin this process.

nothing

2127

8/20/2014 3:06 PM

8/20/2014 10:44 AM

8/20/2014 10:18 AM

8/20/2014 10:06 AM

8/19/2014 9:50 PM

8/19/2014 7:56 PM

8/19/2014 7:50 PM

8/19/2014 6:42 PM

8/19/2014 6:24 PM

8/19/2014 4:20 PM

8/19/2014 3:34 PM

8/19/2014 1:29 PM

8/19/2014 11:55 AM

8/19/2014 9:58 AM

8/19/2014 9:25 AM

8/19/2014 6:59 AM

8/18/2014 10:34 PM

8/18/2014 9:30 PM

8/18/2014 6:51 PM

8/18/2014 6:27 PM

8/18/2014 6:00 PM

8/18/2014 5:10 PM

8/18/2014 5:07 PM

8/18/2014 3:27 PM

8/18/2014 3:18 PM

8/18/2014 2:41 PM

8/18/2014 2:38 PM

8/18/2014 2:24 PM

8/18/2014 2:20 PM

8/18/2014 2:08 PM

8/18/2014 2:05 PM

8/18/2014 2:00 PM

8/18/2014 1:59 PM

8/18/2014 1:45 PM



65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

7

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

n/a
nothing
kids need more information.

It is difficult for a teacher to teach this subject matter year after year and continue to make it interesting. When a
teacher becomes monotone in the delivery of the subject then the students tune out.

Again, hiring qualified people is imperative.

my student has had some exceptional science teachers but most have been disappointing - I'm sure it's hard to
hire really good science teachers

In all classes, accountability is key. We experience so many times when teachers fail to enter grades for items
turned in. There are always apologies and excuses later, but it's been so frequent, we are considering an on-line
education for both students - at least partially. Perhaps if there were a more integrated way for students to work
on-line while in the classroom - something more independent, that would help. This might also allow for students
to keep from being left behind or challenge those when the curriculum is slow.

teachers and school recommend tetbooks/sites useful to help undertand and more hands on science work
Nothing
None

The instruction in the classroom has not always provided my student the opportunity to adequately grasp
presented topics. Pace of instruction and teacher's instructional style have in some courses been deterrents to
her success.

Hands on education tends to work better in capturing students' interest than just dry book learning.
Our experience is that at least one teacher does not have adequate skills to teach science.

Need clearly define the advance curriculum in Science Study in middle/high school. Need allow students to take
high school science when they are still in middle school and allow them to take IB classes from early High school
year.

Nothing

Be careful as you adopt new curriculum that you are not just shifting around the same topics and themes to
different grades but not actually teaching it in a new and innovative way. The last thing a teacher wants to hear
from a 10th grader is that their little sister in 6th grade is studying the same stuff with the same vocal words and
all.

It's so easy to get lost in the drudgery of text books which make science feel like so much work for so many kids.
Real experiences, doing, and seeing things in real time are much better teaching tools in my opinion.

n
None
n/a

n/A

For this subject, our experience is that the teacher makes the class. If the teacher is curious, so will the students
be.

make it interesting
visual learning mixed with auditory learning

resources
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Quality teachers AND assistants plus provide quality programs and partner with museum of science for hands on
engagement so kids get excited about science.

nothing

na

NA

Nothing at this time

students get lost very fast, and fall behind
n/a

Nothing

Getting and keeping good teachers is paramount to successful education. Teachers are far more important than
facilities. Teachers unions interfere with district ability to provide incentives for good teachers to remain with
current salary schedules.

My student enjoys many of the science classes and is quite intelligent. In the classes he was not too thrilled
about, we still tried to encourage him to do well. From speaking to other parents of teens, this seems common
where the students are capable but if they do not like the class, they won't put in the effort to do well. What are
ways parents, teachers, and schools can partner together to help this situation/trend?

The middle school science program that my students participated in was absolutely stellar. When they arrived at
high school, the first 2 years of required science classes were a disappointment. The momentum and excitement
they had built up in middle school was completely extinguished. It was classes that they "endured"”, but
unfortunately were extremely bored in. There doesn't seem to be much communication between MS and HS
teachers/curriculum especially for the physical science class -- neither one of my students learned anything new
during this class. The high school teachers could have really made this an interesting and meaningful
continuation of what was learned in middle school -- instead of dumbing-it-down and repeating every single topic
they'd already covered . . . ISD needs to ensure the momentum and positive experiences continue once students
get to high school. | am also disappointed in the lack of hands-on lab experiences my kids had during the first 2
required science classes in high school. There was a teacher that provided one lab set-up for the entire class.
Students had to take turns using it ONCE to get their data point to share with the class -- just seemed very lazy
on the teacher's part. How are students supposed to develop skills using basic lab equipment? Especially for
participation in later science courses? Also, I've seen a good amount of labs that are computer-based -- students
use already gathered data for their analysis -- it is not hands-on. It is unfortunate that students at this beginning
level are not allowed to learn that science is sometimes "messy". Both my spouse and | learned how to write in
our high school science courses, because our lab results didn't always match what was expected. We had lots of
THINKING and explaining to do in a concise way that was based on our own authentic data collection. All current
students could benefit from this experience. Hands-on labs are a necessary component of any science course.

None
Elementary science education in Issaquah is completely inadequate for today's world. The teachers
as above

make sure teachers can communicate well with students so students feel comfortable asking for extra help when
needed

Being in the higher education field, we see the shortcomings of the education that some students receive from
their school (and they are the best and brightest from their schools).

none

Build in more science instruction time.

Same as above

My understanding is that my son's science class was subpar.

| would like early feedback when my student is really struggling in class.

More science

4127

8/17/2014 10:15 PM

8/17/2014 9:50 PM

8/17/2014 9:36 PM

8/17/2014 9:22 PM

8/17/2014 8:17 PM

8/17/2014 8:12 PM

8/17/2014 7:40 PM

8/17/2014 6:56 PM

8/17/2014 6:44 PM

8/17/2014 6:28 PM

8/17/2014 6:19 PM

8/17/2014 6:06 PM

8/17/2014 5:50 PM

8/17/2014 5:48 PM

8/17/2014 5:21 PM

8/17/2014 4:46 PM

8/17/2014 4:35 PM

8/17/2014 4:03 PM

8/17/2014 3:43 PM

8/17/2014 2:37 PM

8/17/2014 2:34 PM

8/17/2014 2:24 PM

8/17/2014 1:16 PM



115

116
117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

Qualified and interesting teachers

Middle school science is completely useless. The entire curriculum needs to be redone.

N/A
| think more hands on activities - maybe field studies - where students can apply what they know first hand.

I would like to be able to thank teachers is person at the end of the year.

Nothing.

nothing

Our son is on the autistic spectrum and thinks differently than other students. He has a fascinating mind but
sometimes how that works in a public schools limits his ability to excel. | know it is difficult to focus on each child's
needs but the teacher needs to be flexible to encourage our son's love of science compared to being frustrated by
and or feel like a failure.

| think labs are very important for the hands on experience.
n/a

no issues

n/a

For some reason, this is a very difficult subject for my student. | think more instruction is necessary before moving
on to new concepts. Make sure everyone gets the first one.

Na

Typo in last response to q. 20

n/a

Encourage HANDS on experiences. Provide a variety of experiences when it comes to learning science (visual,
auditory, tactile, logical, social, etc) to keep students engaged.

None
I would like teachers to give thorough, good explanations during class lectures.

Her Chemistry teacher had lectures online and they could easily take notes by pausing as needed and then they
could come to class prepared with questions. Thus the class time was used more effectively. This is a great
system. Other teachers in other departments should do this!!!

having a varied science curriculum might get students who are not into science more interested.
nothing

more experienced teachers

na

teachers should have passions. atmosphere in science class should be creative to be more interesting.
| also wish there were more options at high school, maybe engineering class, etc.

nothing at this time

Nothing.
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Nothing
N/A
Improvement in curriculum would help this program

Science is not about the facts but learning the processes of doing science. Current research on science learning
states the importance of both inquiry based science and applied science methods (engineering).

enjoys the physics section the best. biology as a 2nd

| have been happy with the physical science classes my kids have taken in school.

It would helpful if teachers/tutors are available for after-school help. Are there student tutors?
we need stronger science teachers in Middle school

Some teachers move to quickly

Please pick a textbook that puts learning facts and understanding over proceedure and experiments. Classroom
time is limited, so | would prefer learning from other scientists, over learning how to setup an experiment, keep a
lab notebook etc.

Typo in question 20...

N/A

Teachers need to be able to reach all students. Class sizes need to be small. Struggling students need additional
resources, small adult / student ratio and alternative instruction.

If the student is participating in an after school sport..that impacts their study time even more.

Please don't make it complicated like the math curriculum.

Nothing, really.

Confusion for many about which 9th grade science class kids should take, resulted in my older child taking
physical science instead of biology, which we now know is not counted as a lab-based science credit by colleges.
I know that has been corrected. Long story made short...please make every effort to be clear at the 8th grade
level how each science path plays out for the college bound kids.

Hands on learning is appreciated.

none

none

nothing

nothing else

Nothing at this time

Be aware of what colleges are looking for in high school kids related to the science classes they take.
Nothing else

No

Make it fun and interesting to keep them engaged!
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My student has considered a science major in college, but may decide otherwise. My students science
classroom experiences have been memorable, but not always good (see Q#21)

Make it applicable!

NA

don't get boring teachers --just because the material can be dry--it can be taught in a fun way
NA

Applicable to real life

Nothing

I'd like to see a strong emphasis in computer coding.

DEFINITELY need to bring in invited scientist from the community. We have amazing researchers in the area
(UW and companies) that can provide motivation and inspiration. USE THEM!

Content and labs seemed fine.
Likes to work in groups and teams.
growing and doing the labs and experiments really were the best part of learning

The curriculum needs to be easy to access, and allow the students (of all learning styles) to feel successful.
There must be several ways to do the homework to accommodate all families.

The books used in school
Keep the focus on providing as much hands on instruction as possible.
NA.

Also, need teachers who are passionate, knowledgeable, with a good sense of humor, and good classroom
management skills.

Lower fees and options for extra classes outside of regular class, either online or summer.

Any access is better than no access at all!!!! There are no assistants and I've been told this will not likely change.

Should have laboratory work and more hands on study

Allow plenty of time for lab work in class so that they are not rushed since those things cannot be taken home to
do.

The color with purpose exercises were worthless

none

Nothing

Nothing

Nothing

OK

Girls really don't like science... you need to think about how to better engage girls
n/a

Not for now.

My student learns best with hands on instruction. Include short field trips and class projects.

Interactive scence labs

Take of English is whose second language student.Make sure they can follow teachers.
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Ask the students what teachers/techniques are most effective. Look at testing results--which teachers get the
best results. Hire more people like the best teachers. Get rid of the people who are not doing the job.

N/A

STEM is most critical - you need better teachers, curriculum, methods and most of all need to get students
excited about STEM.

none
ASK Parents to be INVOLVED early.

Better training of science teachers in communicating to students and parents. Grades should be reported on
more timely basis rather than most being posted 2 weeks prior to report cards.

High school students shouldn't be given stupid map coloring projects and other busy work. They have lots of
homework and it is very counterproductive for them to have busy work that they are certainly smart enough to
know wastes their time. They still need time to play and to socialize.

basics should be easy to understand to students
The process needs to run smooth for everyone to approve

no feedback

Incorporate career exploration earlier and then revisit. Eighth grade science project including interviewing
scientist in the community was valuable.

not much

The teacher makes a lot of difference in kids love and learning of science

materials and curriculum that include student involvement (experiments, labs, etc) and promote science
discussion

hs

| am concerned about the self-selection process for science pathway two. | don't believe it serves students to
skip Life Science in 6th grade. The "advanced" pathway actually just skips curriculum and then teachers have a
mix of motivated 6th graders with regular 7th graders.

Less "shiny" stuff and more focus on fundamental concepts. Often the science textbooks are awful. Go for the
leanest book with links to all the great resources online.

consistency in degree of course difficulty by teacher
Most students learn by doing. Let them teach the teacher what they learned.

The introduction of "secondary student" in this survey is confusing. | started out answering the survey according
to my oldest that just graduated from high school but as soon as secondary student was introduced, | answered
according to my student that just finished 8th grade.

Spend a little more time on each project. making time for them to be complete in class with their classmates.
Doing projects in class allows the kids to ask their teacher questions as well as the other students. If they take
home the project there is room for error.

The course material is not interesting and focuses more on processes than concepts.
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My son's middle school science teachers were so un-inspiring that he thought he hated science and was
determined to take the minimal number of science classes in high school. Turns out that science is his thing, so
he has had to double up on science since Freshman year.

the insurance that my child and other students will get the help needed if they don't understand a concept.
na

Please look at attendance of your science teachers, if they are frequently absent, then the students may not be
retaining due to inconsistency of instruction.

Itis important for kids to have broad exposure to general knowledge and science from elementary level itself to
build a scientific temper and interest in science.

I would like to see them actually dissect things in Biology without having to pay extra to do it after school. DO

both of my children have struggled to obtain good grades in science in middle and high school. The feedback |

have received is often that the instruction received in the classroom does not relate to what is on the tests - or at

least they cannot apply the instruction to the tests.

This year, the way teachers presented material was inconsistent with homework and exams that my daughter
had to complete.

nothing

The middle school science program does not prepare them for science in high school.
Nothing

Not every child learns the same way

nothing

keep all religion out of there!

Is the district planning on giving all secondary students a computer/laptop/tablet?
nothing

my student valued his science teacher's objective teaching of theory of evolution and her enthusiasm and that
she answered questions thoughtfully. He felt she was an exceptional teacher.

n/a
nothing

The teachers are not communicating with parents at all and they never update grades on time. It is always too
late when they update the grades and these updates lose relevance.

n/a
N/A

Science is pretty darned important. The teachers at HS our children had were exceptional
N/A

? begin what process? and why is music instruction in #20?

Encourage students to participate in contest.

She needs concepts to be shown and explained in multiple ways in order to understand them

Nothing.

nothing

Important to have hands-on labs. Possibly link labwork to a specific job/industry that would utilize procedure.

We are so fortunate to have outstanding science teachers who encourage and generate enthusiasm
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N/A
provide a copy of the syllabus
Science and Math courses should be at the same level of instruction

having passionate teachers who love kids and the subject with a curriculum that makes it interesting for the age
group is what makes a great education.

Not much
More emphasis in the scientific method.
none

My student struggles with science and, as a result, seems to be losing interest and enthusiasm for science

Should have stronger emphasis on science starting from elementry.

The 9th grade Biology Text is horrendous to read. Can we find something that isn't quite so detailed that it is hard

for a parent with a Masters Degree to follow.

Hands-on learning is effective and assignments need to be something students can relate to
nothing

Nothing.

Continued focus on opportunities to explore.

Get out of the classroom and into the world. make the lessons interactive as well as passive. Apply a worldview to

eachlesson.

My child is gifted in this area but doesn't have a passion for it | believe because she claims her instructor is
boring.

Same as above. | will say the the honors block teachers have been phenomenal. They have incredible grasp of
their topics and connect well with their students. Ask them how they do it.

Science classes offered at 9th/10th grade are too advanced for average to struggling students - especially if
struggling with math as well

Ramp it up and expect excellence all around!

Science is creativity. And studies have shown if kids do not get to be creative early on, they don't have it in their
adult life. Are those the type of kids you want taking care of you in your old age?

More book problems, too many labs with barely any thought involved in process. Knowing how to use

Kids know if a teacher is interested and competent... a passionate, organized, approachable teacher makes all
the difference - no matter what the subject.

Would like to see an advance path like math advance path.
NA
Field trips to various science museums and speakers from science careers could be motivating to students.

*

Raise the bar and the students will rally to reach it together. Let them work in groups, it's not plagiarizing it's
collaborating. Colleges are designing their new classroom spaces for this.

reduce class size so labs and hands on can be done and managed well

Felt the kids in the middle get a little disconnected with Science - attention to this group of students would be
beneficial in the early years of Middle School and then through to 8th grade

Na

Guided labs are great for understanding real concepts
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LRC and science classrooms need iPads like the other classes. This would help them with science and harder to
understand core classes.

Continue new areas like the Forensics class that was offered last year.
X

look for great teachers, they need to be held to a certain bar for their delivery on the subject and it's not just based
on test scores or how long they have been there - my high school science teachers were boring and | dreaded
sitting through the droning. | want my kids to be excited about science, not just sitting in a chair listening to a
teach ramble on - they will tune that teacher out and miss a great opportunity to learn wonderful things.

The most important thing is to have teachers that engage the children in discussion and activities.

I am not a technology professional, but believe with that industry in that there is a fundamental knowledge base
needed for students in the computer sciences beyond how to use MS Office Products.

It's so important to get good science teachers that like teaching.

Students need clear instructions and detailed explanations to their questions.

n/a

Nothing.

Being interested and excited about science is more important that learning facts. teachers that spark that interest.
Technology is changing fast.Every topic which is thought should have the latest development into it.

Nothing.

Increasing the focus on science and math curriculum and teaching is very important and urgently required in our
school district.

n/a
N/A
Get back to real science and drop common core

In addition, what we find lacking is sufficient discussion of results/thoughts amongst students after completion of
alab

Make Science teaching stronger
Offering additional credits for students who would like to go more advance would help to raise interests.

Itis next to impossible to work at home with students when everything is lab based or locked behind password-
protected firewalls behind student logins behind textbook access codes. enough! Pick a quality text to keep at
home. Lab work is important but there needs to be an opportunity for focused reading and study, esp. if students
require additional assistance and 7th period Science is nothing more than a strict study hall.

None

have teachers and subs really excited about it and lots of hands on time

Now, maybe she's just dumb? But | think a good program manages to teach the dumb ones, too. | don't think
she's dumb, but I will say she was definitely left behind.

It would be nice if we as "partners" actually were allowed some input or visibility to processes like this. From what
| have seen and attempted to communicate with you in the past - you don't care.

Hire teachers with a science degree.
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Though my child's science teacher had a firm grasp on the subject matter, he was not a good teacher for my
child. The teacher over stepped his boundaries, made erroneous judgment calls and was intimidating which had
a significant effect on my child. We need teachers that not only have a firm grasp on the subject, but that can
teach all types of students, not just the out going.

do not like online/computer quizzes and homework..very difficult for a family of 5 with 2 middles schoolers to
share computers for homework, also irritating when internet is down or something is wrong with website. there
was confusing and conflicting info from teachers about text book availability last year..teachers should clearly
state how a student should check out a text book for the year and how to get them. this was not done consistently
last year and my student was told some texts were not available.

a re-evaluation is overdue
Nothing
n/a

Please help teachers do what they do best. Theories on how to teach or what to teach don't always bring the
results we want for our kids. Great teachers often know inherently how to reach kids and help them shine in
science.

nothing
na

The supplemental Chemistry lessons were not well-coordinated with the textbook. Frequently, students were
required to complete the supplemental lessons prior to learning key concepts from the textbook that were critical
to completing the assignments. | asked the teacher to post online the textbook pages that would coordinate with
the lessons, but this never occurred. Additionally, the lessons from the textbook were not taught in order so key
concepts from the beginning chapters of the book were not taught until several weeks into the class, if at all.
Once | realized how disjointed the instruction was, my daughter and | went through the early chapters together.
However, by this time the damage was done and she had lost all of her early enthusiasm for Chemistry.

Class fees are a real hardship - if the school is going to require a class, it ought to provide the materials
necessary for participation in that class.

give good foundations for medicine

More hands on activities
Make the students enthusiastic with the curriculum.

Recent research and interesting findings in physics, generating interests in students to read science journals
periodically

Look over staff in Science Department, and restaff if necessary.
Need better textbooks for science.

Recent investigations and findings, and encouraging students to spend time on reading science journals can
help greater exposure to the student

fe

not sure

not much else

None

Involve parents. Consider involving former students, High School or College students

Teachers are very important and keeping the child engaged.

My student had a teacher for environmental systems last year, but found her judgemental towards her students.

Choosing a 4-year music track resulted in my son's taking fewer science classes than he would have liked. | think
the newer curriculum, with the option of two science paths, will provide more opportunities for science electives.
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s
Hands-on versus writing is best.

thank you for asking!

Make sure to not get students bogged down in grades and instead make sure they are interested in learning.
None

n/a

Nothing

Give more instruction and help mainly with labs

No comment

Stick with fundamental teach programs, stay away from things that are all online. Maintain a good mix of all
media for learning.

Keep it interesting so they want to learn
| am glad that you eliminated the 9th grade physical science class. What a waste that was!

The Biology book was not used much as part of the curriculum which was confusing. Need to select a book that
is actually used in class without the need for all the supplemental materials so easier to help students at home.

Interesting lab work keeps it fun.

Nothing else

More help with the tools available

I really would like to see the 5.0 grading scale adopted for all AP classes.

Please get a consistent story straight on the path that students should take in High School. It's fine to have
choices for everyone so not everyone needs the same path but when you tell one 8th grade one story and then
the next year change it, it gets ridiculous.

how to get help

Tying to real world professions/economy would be great.
don't know

Nothing at this time

Not to progress the path of science too quickly. For example, my oldest child took biology in 10th grade, my
middle child took it in 9th and my youngest potentially will take it in 8th.

our daughter always had wonderful things to say about her teacher

Would love more opportunity for lab work, longer science/tech blocks for deeper learning. Also interested in
computer science options.

same as above

Students generally have many projects to complete. The expectations and the rubrics need to be clear.
Science can be a fun and positive way for students to learn when taught properly.

No further information needed.

This is a tough subject for my son and he needs special help in understanding and grasping the assignments.
The Science Program has been good overall.

No.

My daughter really enjoyed his class. He keeps students engaged and motivated.
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Light or joy of learning new or heavy concept of learning science by providing more depth of support and open -
oriented help sessions

nothing to add

If the teacher isn't passionate about science it begins a dull cycle of read the chapter, do the lab, take the
test...hardly motivating.

none
my child is planning on a college science major
0

Sixth grade science was an unbelievably huge jump in difficulty from fifth grade science. When they did the
genetics unit | thought it was a joke how hard it was. They do not have the knowledge and foundation to learn
what | was learning in college in a scientific major. When there are tests where the average grades is a D each
time, one has to wonder about both the teaching methods and the content of the curriculum.

Relevance

None

NA

Text books are less and less relevant (out of date quickly).
don't know

Would like to see applications of science theory and how science can be applied to engineering/real-world
problems

n/a
More exposure to science and Technology for the intererested student.

Online packet work is not satifying to my student. More engagement is needed for the class to be a good learning
environment. Most of the instruction for my highschool student was online packets, movies, and very little hands
on thought enducing activities.

Again, the six-period day at IHS is a bummer. My son took a hefty schedule but still couldn't comfortably take all
the higher (AP) science classes he wanted. | know, not every student is sad that they can't fit in AP Chem. But
most students would benefit from the room a seventh period would provide, and from a college standpoint it is a
disadvantage to be in a six-period school.

Nothing

nothing

They need to experience science in a way that they can see, touch, explore and get out of the classroom more.
Hire teachers who are willing to challenge, inspire, and respect the students.

You may have a teacher that knows his/her subject well, but if most of the students in the class were confused
and did not grasp the material at the end of the school year than a new teaching style is needed.

Same, hands on learning engages more kids

Science grade teacher in 9th grade was absolutely unresponsive to me or student. Student has strong interest as
medicine as a career and very disappointed after registering for sports med at encouragement of counselor then
told he wouldn't get it. Lack of clarity re: need for lab methods without completing Algebra 2 and whether he will
find this too easy. Very frustrating.

My student struggles in school and does not ask for help when help is needed therefore falls behind or fails.
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science, music, secondary language classes should be offered at primary school level, should be basic
fundamental education

Science can be fun and exciting.

n/a

n/a

hands on is always good.

is there any consideration for high-level classes for capable students?
Check your work.

Nothing.

nothing

Teachers need to be excited about what they have to teach. The need the freedom to teach in a variety of ways.
The schedule needs to change to be adequate to teach science. Lab work should be 1.5 hours.

Nothing else needs to be said

Nothing

Stop thinking that every student HAS to attend a four year college. While mine will, to much emphasis and
pushing them too hard. Learning needs to be fun. The more they enjoy it, the more they will produce.

quit spending money on new curricula and use that money to hire better teachers.

Nothing

having different options for dissection would be better.

The number of students in science classes should be 26 or less due to safety reasons and quality of instruction.
nothing

If kids are fired up and excited about the topic, they are much more likely to continue studying it. Generate
enthusiasm!

| am answering this survey based on a child who has special needs. His classroom really did not focus on any
science education. | personally love science and think that it should be hands-on, as much as possible and most
importantly, fun. | LOVED my high school science teacher because he used funny stories to teach with. As a
result, | took 2 1/2 years of science classes from him and loved science. My daughter, for the first time, as a 10th
grader, finally took a science course,that she liked. It was Biology.

see above

Sometimes making appointments to make up labs due to an illness is difficult. Sometimes the class has moved
onto something else before it can be made up.

Make it interesting.

Interesting and interactive curriculum
Chemistry class was a nightmare last year
My child has struggled with science last year.
hiring the best teachers in this area is critical
n/a

Should have a careful selection of teachers. | know students will not always like their teachers; unfortunately my
son did not like his science teacher and it affected his performance in class (and impeded his learning.)

15/27

8/13/2014 8:55 AM

8/13/2014 8:13 AM

8/13/2014 7:26 AM

8/13/2014 7:25 AM

8/13/2014 6:25 AM

8/13/2014 6:12 AM

8/13/2014 12:38 AM

8/13/2014 12:31 AM

8/12/2014 11:54 PM

8/12/2014 11:43 PM

8/12/2014 11:08 PM

8/12/2014 10:46 PM

8/12/2014 10:43 PM

8/12/2014 10:30 PM

8/12/2014 10:21 PM

8/12/2014 10:05 PM

8/12/2014 10:04 PM

8/12/2014 9:41 PM

8/12/2014 9:36 PM

8/12/2014 9:35 PM

8/12/2014 9:33 PM

8/12/2014 9:31 PM

8/12/2014 9:28 PM

8/12/2014 9:26 PM

8/12/2014 9:22 PM

8/12/2014 9:18 PM

8/12/2014 9:17 PM

8/12/2014 9:10 PM

8/12/2014 9:04 PM

8/12/2014 9:04 PM

8/12/2014 9:04 PM

8/12/2014 8:58 PM



450

451

452

453

454

455

456

457

458

459

460

461

462

463

464

465

466

467

468

469

470

471

472

473

474

475

476

477

478

479

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

n/a

The teacher should be good. My child took chemistry from a teacher who (it appeared) did not teach well and so
my child floundered.

Standard level science classes are incredibly easy and boring.

What they're learning.

My son has no available options at his school for a algebra based science class in his senior year.
Nothing

Finding ways to clearly connect science to something unmotivated students do care about is important. Smart
science teachers can probably find ways to use the "selfie" generation's vanity to cleverly make science suddenly
more relevant.

Much of science utilizes vision and color reference. This does not work well with us.

| am not sure that moving biology to a freshman requirement with no chem background was a good idea. | think
the class moved very quickly and that the biochem portion was extremely challenging without a prior knowledge
of chemistry.

na
na
Please keep rigorous science programs at HS!

teachers need to provide feedback to parents and students

Some labs in the program are unnecessary. sometimes it would be better for the students to just learn the facts.
Nothing.

| do not like the Science Path 2 option. These students skip Life Science (6th Grade Science) and go straight to
7th Grade Catastrophic Events. | think 6th Graders should take 6th Grade science but opt to do a more advanced
class. My son in 7th Grade had 6 graders in his class the first year it was offered. This frustrated my son since
the 6th graders did not know how to do labs. He felt the 6 graders took time away from the 7th graders education.

Invest in the right text books! Do not discover but teach! What is wrong with Glencoe or Prentice Hall?
Teachers who come up with many rules to follow make for a boring classroom environment.

science level is low

| have no idea.

Reduce homework time

My student is highly efficient and was often annoyed at the pace of the class, due largely to the behavior of his
classmates. Need an advanced science class in 7th grade so that highly interested kids can move quicker
through the materials.

Except for a few teachers, the science dept has been great. This project was way too stressful unless your child
loves science.

I know it can be difficult to engage middle school kids with science, but hopefully the program can be a bit more
dynamic.

Don't base everything on Common Core standards and what's on the MSP. Let teachers and students be
creative and explore their interests.

Provide more hands on learning, so each student grasps concepts.
NA

Was not real impressed with high school chemistry textbook. Was not real concrete or explanatory. Had to
purchase additional books to supplement
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Provide more lab work.

N/A
None
fun
no

Think about the wisdom of students skipping ahead in science at the middle school level. | think students are
missing out on important instruction by doing this.

My daughter had an outstanding science class and understood science concepts better that year than any other
year she has taken science classes. | believe it's because the teacher made science fun and explained concepts
clearly.

X

itis very hard for me to know what he is responsible for. Every teacher's website is different and detailed listings
of assignments (in class or take home) are not uniform or timely.

research other schools which are doing a much better job at engaging all students in science and applying it

Science highly depends on the teacher...we have had 4 students take a variety of science classes at IHS. With
good teachers they have had a good experience. With not so good teachers it has been a real challenge! As a
parent, | don't remember a lot of my high school science and | need resources for help when my student needs it.
Some teachers are helpful, some are not! Some online helps are good, some are so hard to navigate or use,
they are not.

Keep science
Check out science curriculum in other top notch science oriented HS in the country.

Not every child learns the same and teachers should not complicate maters by not staying on top of grading on
time and keeping the Skyward updated correctly.

Nothing
nothing
not sure

The science curriculum needs to have a stronger IB/Honors Physics and Chemistry program so students can
score exceptionally well on exams and have great problem solving skills.

hands on experience, doing is more important than paperwork!!

Hands on experiments or demonstrations where you see/experience the concept is very helpful.

nothing

nothing.

| hope that the school district consider the LRC Il classes when creating science classes for the schools..
na

Better teachers who challenge students

While | understand that organization is important, it isn't the most important in the field of science. | felt much of
the science homework was taping pages at exact pages into a notebook that inevitably fell apart.

At this age science should be fun, exciding and easy to understand. Taking test from the book is not going to
accomplish much

The science teachers should read "magic school bus" books...the teacher gave the kids an experience and our
ISD could do similar things without leaving the classroom because the internet can give you so much information
today
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Lots of hands on learning rather than textbook

Not all kids can form a hypothesis. That is one way to teach science but there are many others. | think the
teachers need to use different methodologies so that all kids can learn science.

Please provide more support to new science teachers and perhaps monitor them closer to ensure interesting and
varied lessons.

Nothing
some of the electives seem like a waste of time.

Let's stop teaching children like they did 30 years ago! These kids are of a different generation and learn
differently than someone standing in front of the room talking at them.....try new and innovation ways of teaching
rather than sitting in a classroom being quiet for 8 hours and expecting them to not have an attention problem.
Let's all face it most of all hated school while growing up and yet we are still stuck in that old paradigm of
teaching! Our district should be a flagship district of something new and fresh! We have the money in our
community to do it!

nothing

More lab classes.

None

There needs to be more of a collaborative effort amongst the teachers who teach science.

The Computer programs are far to basic or not available. We should be teaching programming, web design and
basic typing.

inform parents about their school progress like missing assignments thru emails so parents can know the kids
better and get involved

| feel the science education is adequate.

choose teachers carefully!!! | cannot stress this enough.

NA

nothing

nothing

keep up the great work!

offer tutors

N/A

It seems way too college like. Where did learning science to explore the world go?

We don't believe in the Darwin theory and don't appreciate it being taught to our children.

Science is such a large and varied field. Make each part interesting, even if it can't be fun. | don't think the kids
understand "why" what they are learning is important. It's not just about possibly becoming a scientist in the
future, it's also about understanding where we came from, the history involved in science. Truly understanding
cause and effect.

lecture style science courses do little to inspire a love of the sciences
Info
explain more

Science needs to be taught in a way that engages the students. | am not sure how that is. | am a designer but
science fascinates me, but | am not knowledgeable about it.

N/A

| strongly believe that the focus of middle school science is to build general interest in science, with a lot of
hands-on experiences and exploration. Honestly, Science at this level needs to be fun. Science processes and
skills should be of primary focus.
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| have science interested children coming to middle school next year. | want them to be excited by what they are
learning not bored.

Research projects on points of interest for the students allow them to grow.

no comment

Be sure the kids understand

science teachers have been a bit weak. | don't think the advanced science path has been beneficial.

it would be great to have some resources provided in terms of opportunities to participate outside of school

Please support new teachers, even if they're scientists in their field, they need to learn a tremendous amount
when they become teachers.

My son's teacher was very serious and "uptight” (his word). Make science enjoyable! Smile.

Please expose students to educational paths and career opportunities in science.

Thank you for enabling a Science Path Il. That's a huge step for advancing science instruction.

Start collaborating with UW or BC and other colleges to ensure the curriculum is connected with their science
programs. The teaching methods in HS are totally disconnected from college methods, setting up our students
for failure. We need a more tailored approach so we can support those who can learn more, faster as well as the
kids who need support and do not plan to attend college.

you have missed the mark on inspiring students. my student is high functioning, has excellet grades, and is a
great member of the student body. my student was interested in science, but the instructors made it so difficult in
class over the last couple of years, that my student no longer enjoys science. that's bad.

Nothing

My daughter doesn't like science but enjoyed the class because of the teacher!!!
had a good teacher last year she was very thorough and always helpful
none

No comment

to prepare students for higher science classes

nothing

a

Please look at the teachers and see if we get good teachers for science
n

the sky is blue

na

like that you ask input

We'd like to see strong structure in the course.

None.

need explosions, bubbling colorful liquids, old fashioned chemistry sets
X

A strong science program is essential and should be vigorously maintained, both with funding and with attention
to teacher enthusiasm and excellence.
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nothing

Introduce more chemistry into middle school. 6th grade has Life Science, 7th grade Earth Science, 8th grade
Physical Science. Where's Chemistry? Combine Earth Science with Physical Science or Chemistry. Earth
Science alone shouldn't take a whole year.

1
nothing

The teacher need to improve the way of teaching to make the children motivated in science, it is missing the
connection.

Instructional materials should never replace teacher instruction; they should complement the instruction. Often,
too much emphasis is placed on choosing the "right" instructional materials and not enough emphasis on the
teacher's ability to guide learning.

Why are tests not given back to students. When | went to school, tests are always given back and used to study
from and correct mistakes. When asked about this of the teacher, | was told it was because of cheating and
giving the test to nextt year students. Why is the teacher not creating new tests every year?

The X project was not a good experience for student and parent. The projects need to be more student and
teacher-directed and more clear on parent involvement expectations. The lack of communication with parents is
a huge problem with this curriculum. If you expect everything to be done at home to a high and specific standard
over months, parents need to be educated and brought into the process directly. Meetings, project choices, etc.
need to happen with parents in person. Or it needs to be classroom-based. My 8th graders are not able to
communicate the project needs to their parents adequately, and a paper packet with no teacher contact does not
suffice. Parent volunteers could get involved if the teacher can not provide extra time or parent involvement.

It's important they PASS, know what assignments are due when and have a reference source if they forget. How
do they make up labs? Are you telling them the "important" info, "take notes", | don't know. My kid is lost, do you
know if a student is lost or don't you care?

Just remember science is hard for some students.

The bioengineering dept at UW has some outreach programs and their undergraduate and graduate students can
come to schools for demonstrations. | think that's a great way to get people who are not necessarily interested in
science to see some of the many science and engineering applications, and can be very inspiring to budding
scientists.

See above.

hands on materials and experiences highly valued!

Make science education fun and applicable to their day to day activities.
none

| have thought that there wasn't a real progression throught the sciences at the high school level. When | went to
high school, biology was first (10th grade), then Chemistry (11th grade), the Physics (12th) and advanced
sciences, such as AP Chem.

N/A

explaining how science is in every aspect of what we do- teaching the kids to not be afraid of it and making it
super fun and interesting - adding labs and having the ability to dissect- explore and see the possibilities

Involve teachers in selection of instructional materials and listen to their suggestions and feedback. It should not
be an admin or parent-driven process

Alter the science curriculum to include a more complete view of science.
STEM options
Push information on how to earn college credit while in HS

My student needs active, real-world interpretation and hands-on education for science. That approach would help
his kenetic, audio learning style
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Have science-based electives!

when a child needs help the teacher should know

I think it would be better if more of this class was taught online with formats like Brainpops.
excite the kids in hopes of fostering further interest in science

none

nothing

nothing at this time

Make it fun!!

My daughter struggled with Biology as a freshman. | wish that she would have been allowed to take Applied
Sciencesfirst.

Focus on ways to get the student to think

X

Her Freshman Biology teacher was terrible!

positive feedback to the students

Find good teachers who care and actually know science.

a

watch out that you don't give too much homework - only what is needed to reinforce the subject
none

the teachers should teach, not tell students to figure it out on their own
Get rid of common core

n/a

This issue is not the teacher's fault.

My dissatisfaction was in general more about the teacher not handling my childs different learning style, than
with the curriculum itself.

na
More experiments and challenges

Better options in middle school science. Science Path 2 is a good start. Also, offer more AP science options in all
high schools.

Science is to take this country forward, and | think that we should put an emphasis on our science curriculum.
yes
n/a

Really need to have teachers that want both boys and girls to succeed in science. Had a science teacher this past
year that basically viewed girls as less intelligent!

nothing
NA

na

nothing
More hands on, more real life comparisons all help to engage the student.

Patience and pacing with knkowledge
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Nothing comes to mind

nothing

| think kids really learn when they do labs in science.

advanced experiments

Get back to encyclopedical learning!

n/a

Science is based on experimentation/investigation

Provide open time with teachers for questions either online or classroom.

Children may not always understand or finish the labs and it is great to have other resources that they can use.

Teachers ability to not just focus on the more advanced students, but having the patience to work with and guide
students like my child who struggles in science. They seem to get lost in this plcae and sometimes when they ask
questions, they are brushed aside.

Our science and math programs have to launch our students to the top of the world. Anything less is dooming a
generation's job prospects.

n/a

Allow all groups to participate in enews communication. We were very limited as a parent group representing the
graduating class of 2014. It was extremely frustrating and folks felt left out.

None.

Please find a way to let kids bring home information that shows parents what they didn't know on their tests. My
kids often ask us to quiz them. After a test, they often don't know which questions they didn't know so we can't
help them to figure out how to study more effectively or learn what they didn't know.

Find a way to make science more interesting and fun. Science should be fascinating to young minds, not a dry,
boring subject that it's made to be.

repetition is not necessary for all students to learn

let her focus

The dfiference in the curriculum amoung the middle schools in the district is too large.
More hands on learning opportunities

N/A

Having an enthusiastic teacher makes all the difference.

Keep the Discovery Project...in my opinion it is one of the best learning opportunities in middle school science.
no

n/a

Challenge the kids more

Deal with teacher issues please, don't put our children through unnecessary turmoil.

Science teachers need to show more enthusiasm for the subject, my students have only had about three
excellent science teachers and those years they blossomed in a desire to learn more.

Continue to offer opportunities to challenge all students at different levels.
To allow students more time to complete projects. To keep all science teachers together for student pace.

more options are always great. Especially if one struggles with science. My son excells my daughter struggles.
More elective choices in middle school
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Often my child's homework assignments turn into homework for me. There needs to be more on the school's end
to help get the work done.

In depth understanding of scientific concepts - would rather more time was spent on fewer concepts than vice
versa.

Benchmark with the best in the world. Assess teachers and help them with training so they can do an even better
job

n/a

Have extra help when needed.

Make it interactive, fun and show how it relates to students everyday lives.
none
CONSISTENCY!

Computer programming. Why is it not offered as an elective in Middle school - App designing is a bug thing and
very engaging for kids

None noted.
N

Kids who "get" the rules and lab procedures should be able to move on to higher level work regardless of their
age. This is especially important in science because discovery is an intrinsic part of the discipline. It seems there
is never time to do actual observation or deduction. One year is not "advanced" for many students.

Keep common core out of the science program, use factual information.

I am not a fan of the science path 2. | think all 6th grade students should be required to take environmental
science and not skip over it. Environmental science is not a required course in high school. Those who skip over
it in 6th grade may end up missing this scientific area all together.

Students learn by doing.

We love the science field trips offered - make science more real and your will grow more relevant scientists in
the future!

If they are asked to experiment on their own outside of school parents can more involved in their learning such as
science fair or home experiment

nothing

Engage the Science teachers with the necessary tools to be effective teachers of the materials.
the teachers and curriculum sucked

n/a

Science teachers should major in science at the high school level not just have an endorsement. The
endorsement classes are not rigorous enough to give a strong background in the material. One class in college
chemistry is not enough to teach high school chemistry. The kids need to know so much more than the
curriculum teaches for standardized test. Having a very wide background college science subjects also enables
teachers to know application of the subject in other fields such as chemistry in biological fields or the importance
in environmental studies.

It would be helpful to understand what the basis is for making a specific science a HS graduation requirement ex.
Biology

Open communication with the teachers and students. And teachers offering extra help after school

n/a

23127

8/11/2014 4:33 PM

8/11/2014 4:33 PM

8/11/2014 4:28 PM

8/11/2014 4:26 PM

8/11/2014 4:13 PM

8/11/2014 4:08 PM

8/11/2014 4:05 PM

8/11/2014 4:03 PM

8/11/2014 3:47 PM

8/11/2014 3:46 PM

8/11/2014 3:29 PM

8/11/2014 3:20 PM

8/11/2014 2:55 PM

8/11/2014 2:54 PM

8/11/2014 2:50 PM

8/11/2014 2:49 PM

8/11/2014 2:40 PM

8/11/2014 2:35 PM

8/11/2014 2:35 PM

8/11/2014 2:20 PM

8/11/2014 2:11 PM

8/11/2014 1:58 PM

8/11/2014 1:58 PM

8/11/2014 1:49 PM

8/11/2014 1:47 PM

8/11/2014 1:46 PM

8/11/2014 1:46 PM

8/11/2014 1:45 PM



688

689

690

691

692

693

694

695

696

697

698

699

700

701

702

703

704

705

706

707

708

709

710

711

712

713

714

715

716

717

718

Middle School/High School Parents Survey 2014

Allow the teachers to bring outside information to the classroom. Science is constantly changing and fascinating
new discoveries are made daily.

more time to ask questions of teacher during labs

Only keep teachers that connect and motivate kids.

n/a

kids always learn more and enjoy hands on learning like labs
Better teachers

Nothing

Better support /academic fundamental science concepts.

| felt that his teacher kept him in the B+ area all year because she felt that he could give more, despite the fact
that his performance deserved an A.

Find ways to engage students in MEANINGFUL problem solving.

don't know

More available paper material, not every student likes reading on line.

Weekly assignments would be better than tedious daily paper work. It was very time consuming with little value.
NA

none

Kids that are entering into 11th grade were put in a terrible situation. they were suggested to enter the Chem and
Phys lab classes. They were a waste of year and now they are in the next classes with younger kids and they
have been dumbed down. My student was told to take the lab classes, yet received almost 100 percent in all
science classes.

my child really enjoys science

Not everyone learns the same way. Need different expectations from different learners
Please, more hands-on learning for the creative, scientific kids!

none

We have great science facilities in our high schools; we need to ensure great teaching as well, by supporting our
teachers as they develop professionally and counseling them out if they are not improving.

The Issaquah School District has a wonderful science program.

Nothing.

Teacher, teachers. teachers!

the X project does not seem to add to the students learning

She enjoyed her last science class. Her teacher made the subject accessible and fun.
Keep up to date in the field.

Nothing
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Stop changing curriculums, it confuses students and is very costly. If a curriculum works and students are
learning don't change it

Practical application to the world
More hands on work.
?

Multiple choice questions are not a good way to teach science. Labs can be problematic if they are not designed
right. It's not necessarily science, but outsourced online classes have been horrible (Health and AP Statistics).
Classes taught by Issaquah teachers are much much better.

NA
Everything is good!
nothing

Itis embarrasing that we do not offer science and music in the elementary levels but expect our middle school
children to be engaged in it.

nothing

AP classes are very important to my student
That is all thank you.

| feel like it

N/A

My son's teacher did not inspire him last year. He spent a lot of time daydreaming. Yes, he has ADHD, but when
he "came back," he hadn't really missed anything... She was very helpful when my son was failing nearly every
grade in Tri 2, and for that | thank her. He just found her uninspiring.

n/a

Invite parents to be part of the process.

too dependent on learning from video at home.

NA
make it relevant and interactive
i dont know

na

Consistent teaching approach across teachers.

none

Special needs students should be considered in the process and not left to fall through the cracks.
N/A

nothing to add
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n/a
NOthing
Nothing

Hands on as much as possible and how it connects to real life

nothing

N/A

Taking Biology as a 9th grader was very challenging and difficult for my daughter
better control of teachers. Have them teach and NOT be their FRIENDS

NA

none

Provide more hand-on help on problem practicing.

None

None at this time.

my son loves science and the concepts, however his teacher was too focused on test scores and not about
learning, so he lost interest which is unfortunate.

NA
X

Students need more online options to succeed when a poor teacher fails them. They should be able to take the
class at the library or at home in situations where the teacher simply cannot teach the subject and no longer
cares about teaching the subject. The administration should also hear the parents concerns and be willing to help
instead of cover up the problems in the school for public relations purposes. The alternative high school, (Tiger)
should stay open to help students succeed and it should be improved with more options instead of being closed
down and turned into a school that won't adequately server those with special needs. The bond passed to help
develop Tiger, did not mention closing it. Overall, Bellevue School District is better - with better student results. It
would be good to learn from them at the district and the high school level if those in charge were open to learning
themselves. With the egos we've run into, I'm not very optimistic about this note meeting with humble and
knowledge hungry leadership.

Make the curriculum more interesting. The topics themselves could have been fascinating, but the way they were
handled by the teachers rendered them quite dull.

stick to what they need to know and then specialized courses for those kids interested....
Please don't make it boring. Science should be one of the most enjoyable and interesting classes you can offer.
Offer more advanced science classes at each high school.

I think you need newer books that are easier for them to understand. The curriculum needs to go along with the
book so they have a good reference resource point.

Required introductory courses need to be interesting enough to captivate the student's interest in pursuing the
subject further.

We have had some good teachers, but others who either do not make science interesting or who belittle students
efforts.

na

enthusiastic teachers to help improve student understanding and make science fun and more appealing, so
perhaps more students will pursue advanced degrees in science

The MS science has reestablished her love of science, which was lost in elementary.

try something new, not doing the same experiments i did when i was in middle school
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Hire teachers that like teaching science.

More interactive projects to make science fun.

Get rid of the IB program. The program is not promoted within the school.

Please consider getting parent input from the students who were enrolled in Biodiversity. | think we have good
ideas that could help you improve the course offering for this student population.

Make sure there's enough room in the program for the teachers to have the flexibility to keep it fun.

no one updated the survey questions 18 and 19 to reflect science - attention to detail is lacking. Question 2 is also
missing a selection for middle school option based on the selection in question 1. - attention to detail is lacking

While different teachers have different styles all classes need to achieve and meet all benchmarks in scientific
method and education.

Parents input in selecting the materials would be very helpful.
Work out a solution for having missing assignments. This was the only class with this issue.

As a parent | do not know what mechanisms exist to submit feedback about a teacher without it having
ramifications on my child.

I am will to volunteer in the process
| have been told by numerous parents that 6th grade science is too basic and easy, a complete waste of time!
Your answer choices for #18 and #19 should say science, not music. Please correct.

Perhaps teachers could mention the STEM opportunities for students to pursue more science in the summer
STEM programs?

The selection of the new math materials a few years back was a fiasco. You claimed you were starting a pilot
process but you had already made a decision, had no way to role back your decision if the pilot went poorly, and
only said it was a pilot to appease those parents that stood up and voiced concerns about the direction the
district was going in.
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