
Respect, Responsibility, Reaching for Excellence

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
Grade 7
Analysing Complex Characters that Develop over Time

CRITERIA: A, B and D

ASSESSMENT TASK:
G (goal) - Your goal is to demonstrate your understanding of
how characters are complex and change over time.
P (product, performance or purpose) - Your product will be a
notebook page using one or more of the organisational structures
that we have practised. You need to show that you can make
connections between quotations and your analysis of what they
show us about the character.
S (standards) - You will be assessed on criteria A, B and D.

TASK INFORMATION:
Goal: To show that characters are complicated ( = have more than one trait) and that their traits change
over time (characters are not flat).
If you don’t have a choice book that is a “good fit” for the task, then a short story at your reading level
will be provided for you to read during class in advance.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Choose your text: ___ choice book or ____ short story
Create sticky notes (either independently, or using the templates provided)
Choose focus: ____ one character or _____ two characters
Design organisational structures (see the examples below) to make your page
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Short Stories

Student Names

Raymond’s Run

GP, Henry, Jack, Vittorio, Gogo, Virginia

Tuesday of the Other June

Rachele, Achille, Rocco, Massimo, Amadeo

Mother and Daughter

Rebecca, Allegra, Sharna, Pedro, Giada, Ludo

The Party

Giacomo, Filippo, Leo

The War of the Wall

Elena, Alex, Anna, Giorgia

The Medicine Bag

Ale C., Ale B., Giovanni, Electra

The Scholarship Jacket

Matthias, Matteo

Wonder (abridged)

Edoardo

COMMAND TERMS:
Analyse

Break down in order to bring out the essential elements or structure. (To identify parts and
relationships, and to interpret information to reach conclusions.)

Demonstrate

Make clear by reasoning or evidence, illustrating with examples or practical application.

Discuss

Offer a considered and balanced review that includes a range of arguments, factors or
hypotheses. Opinions or conclusions should be presented clearly and supported by
appropriate evidence.

Document

Credit sources of information used by referencing (or citing) following a recognized referencing
system. References should be included in the text and also at the end of the piece of work in a
reference list or bibliography

Summarize

Abstract a general theme or major point(s).

Synthesize

Combine different ideas in order to create new understanding.

CRITERION A: Analysing
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Level

Descriptor

Task-Specific Clarifications
aka. What does this mean in practice?

0

The student does not reach a standard
described by any of the descriptors below.

1-2

The student:

3-4

ii. provides adequate identification and
explanation of the effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience

ii. your page includes little evidence that you have noticed
how authors make choices that create complex characters
that have more than one trait and that develop over time.

iii. justifies opinions and ideas with some
examples and explanations, though this may
not be consistent; uses some terminology

iii. your page includes no specific quotes from the text, or
quotes that are not connected to the characterisation.

The student:
ii. provides adequate identification and
explanation of the effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience
iii. justifies opinions and ideas with some
examples and explanations, though this may
not be consistent; uses some terminology

5-6

7-8

Your notebook page does not demonstrate any
understanding of complex character traits.

ii. your page includes some evidence that you have
noticed how authors make choices that create complex
characters that have more than one trait and that develop
over time, although this may be simplistic or
underdeveloped.
iii. your page includes some specific quotes from the text,
although the connection to your own ideas is not always
fully explained.

The student:
ii. provides substantial identification and
explanation of the effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience

ii. your page includes evidence that you have noticed how
authors make choices that create complex characters that
have more than one trait and that develop over time

iii. sufficiently justifies opinions and ideas
with examples and explanations; uses
accurate terminology

iii. your page includes some specific quotes from the text,
accompanied by your own words explaining how these
quotes develop the characters

The student:
ii. provides perceptive identification and
explanation of the effects of the creator’s
choices on an audience

ii. your page includes evidence that you have noticed how
authors make choices that create complex characters that
have more than one trait and that develop over time, and
use these to support your own ideas.

iii. gives detailed justification of opinions
and ideas with a range of examples, and
thorough explanations; uses accurate
terminology

iii. your page includes a range of specific, well-chosen
quotes from the text, accompanied by your own words
explaining how these quotes develop the characters
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CRITERION B: Organising
Level

Descriptor

Task-Specific Clarifications
aka. What does this mean in practice?

0

The student does not reach a standard described
by any of the descriptors below.

1-2

The student:
ii. makes adequate use of organizational
structures that serve the context and intention

3-4

ii. your page is somewhat clearly organised,
demonstrating some understanding of character’s
complexity and/or change over time.

The student:
ii. organizes opinions and ideas in a coherent and
logical manner with ideas building on each other

7-8

ii. your page makes only limited use of the
organisational techniques that we have practiced
(charts, timelines etc.) and demonstrates limited
understanding of character’s complexity and/or change
over time.

The student:
ii. organizes opinions and ideas with
some degree of coherence and logic

5-6

Your notebook page does not demonstrate any
recognisable organisation that supports your
understanding of character traits.

ii. your page is clearly arranged, demonstrating how you
are developing your second level thinking about
character’s complexity and/or change over time.

The student:
ii. effectively organizes opinions and ideas
in a coherent and logical manner with
ideas building on each other in a
sophisticated way

ii. your page is clearly and effectively arranged,
demonstrating how you are developing your second level
thinking about complex characters successfully.

CRITERION D: Using Language
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Level

Descriptor

Task-Specific Clarifications
aka. What does this mean in practice?

0

The student does not reach a standard
described by any of the descriptors below.

1-2

The student:

3-4

5-6

i. uses a limited range of appropriate
vocabulary and forms of expression

ii. Your sentences are predominantly simple or
incomplete. Your vocabulary is frequently repetitive.

iii. uses grammar, syntax and
punctuation with limited accuracy;
errors often hinder communication

iii. your spelling is often inaccurate and the mistakes do
not confuse the reader.

The student:
i. uses a varied range of appropriate
vocabulary, sentence structures and
forms of expression competently

ii. you use a few sentences of different lengths, but are
most reliant on simple structures. Your vocabulary is
sometimes repetitive.

iii. uses grammar, syntax and
punctuation with some degree of
accuracy; errors sometimes hinder
communication

iii. your spelling is sometimes accurate; however, some of
your mistakes may confuse your meaning.

The student:
i. uses a varied range of appropriate
vocabulary, sentence structures and forms
of expression competently
iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation
with a considerable degree of accuracy;
errors do not hinder effective
communication

7-8

You do not produce enough language of your own on the
page to demonstrate your vocabulary, use of grammatical
structures and accuracy when spelling.

ii. you use sentences of different lengths (some simple,
complex and compound) and avoid repeating the same
vocabulary where possible.
iii. your spelling is mostly accurate and the mistakes do
not confuse the reader.

The student:
i. effectively uses a varied range of appropriate
vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of
expression

ii. you use a wide range of sentences of different lengths
(simple, complex and compound) and use diverse
vocabulary.

iii. uses grammar, syntax and punctuation with
a high degree of accuracy; errors are minor and
communication is effective

iii. your grammar is almost entirely accurate, with very
few errors.
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SCAFFOLDING:
Templates for Sticky Notes
Recording observations
(first level thinking)

Explaining observations (second
level thinking)

Quote:

First thought (not paraphrasing!)

Reflection/interpretation
This might mean that…..
Page number:

SAMPLE from the book Wonder:
Recording observations
(first level thinking)

Explaining observations (second
level thinking)

Quote:

First thought (not paraphrasing!)

“...we’ll still let them if they’re
nice, okay?
“OK”, I nodded. Even if it’s a
winter name”.

Summer and August agree on
how to get along with
classmates!

Page number:
53

Reflection/interpretation
This means that August is
friendly and kind because he
understands that being together
is what counts most.
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Examples from the formative for inspiration!
Example 1

Example 2

The selection of a range of quotes to support each
character trait here was fantastic!

Keep working through multiple layers of thinking
and asking yourself “Why?” as in this example.

Example 3

Example 4

The layout here really emphasised the connection
between the quotation and the character trait.

This example shows doing a draft can really
improve your final outcome!
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