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Lakota Science &
Engineering Fair
January 21

State of the Schools &

Have a Wonderful Break... See You January 3!

School Showcase
February 7

Lakota Increases Sub Pay Rates to Help
Overcome Shortage

At the recommendation of Lakota Superintendent
Matthew Miller at the Nov. 29 Board of Education
meeting, the school board voted unanimously to
increase the district’s current substitute pay structure.

“We are not alone when it comes to employment
challenges,” Miller said, referencing the nationwide
shortage of workers across all sectors. “The shortage of
substitute teachers and support staff to fill in when our
staff are faced with iliness, professional development
requirements and other personal demands takes a toll
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AROUND LAKOTA

DISTRICT NEWS

on the rest of the staff tasked with finding coverage. We
are hopeful this increase will provide some relief to our

buildings.”

Read more

Super In 60: December
2021

Join Lakota
Superintendent Matthew
Miller for his last 60-
second highlight reel of
2021. In this month’s
“Super in 60,” he has all
the latest on Lakota's
increased pay rates for
substitute staff, the return
of giving trees, the winter
break schedule and
important dates coming
up in the new year.

Watch the Video

WORDS OF WIS

Words of Wisdom: How
Can WE Have a Great
Winter Break?

Winter break is finally
here! We asked students
around Lakota to share
some ideas on how to
have a great winter break.
WE wish you a happy,
safe and healthy winter
break. We'll see you on
Jan. 3!

Watch the Video
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SCHOOL
SPOTLIGHTS

Lots of Lessons
Wrapped Up in Union
Buddy Program

A new class buddy
system at Union
Elementary is serving as
the foundation for new
friendships across grade
levels. For students of
Jackie Bender, Kristin
Moore and Jeanne
Turek, it is doubling as
an opportunity to
reinforce math and
English language arts
(ELA) standards.

The trio has taken their
class buddy assignment
a step further, dedicating
most of their class meet-
ups to practicing a new
concept like multiplication
or letter writing, for
example.

Read more

Boys Club: Life Skills &
Friendships

“How can | make good on
the promise to help build
this community?” Ridge
Junior School teacher
Andrew Wuest asked
himself this question
during his first year of
teaching. The answer:
Boys Club.

Now in its third year, Boys
Club at Ridge is just that:
A weekly after-school
group for male students
that centers around
building relationships.

Read more
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Real World Learning
Through Mentorship

What do you do when
you're a retired engineer
who loves physics? If
you're Richard Rigley,
you volunteer in high
school physics classes.

“I was in engineering for
my whole career, but
never lost my interest in
math and physics,”
Rigley said. After retiring
from his job in Florida,
Rigley and his wife
moved back to Cincinnati
to be near their children
and grandchildren.

Read more

Past, Present Talent
Explodes at West
Theatre’s 25th
Anniversary Celebration

The Lakota West Theatre
managed to fit 25 years of
mainstage productions
into two hours last Friday
and Saturday night.
Together, 18 current
students and 12 alumni
took a trip down memory
lane, playing back some
part of all 60-plus
musicals and dramas
adapted for Lakota West's
stage over the program’s
25-year history.

Read more
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EVENTS &
OPPORTUNITIES

In-Person Activities Add More Personalization for
VLO Students

“One of the most enjoyable parts of learning to read is
getting to ‘shop’ for books to borrow from the classroom
library,” said VLO second grade teacher Charlotte Elia.

While her VLO students have many digital reading
resources, Elia also wanted them to have the option to
experience choosing books in this more traditional way.

Read more
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Jan. 17: Community
Celebrates Martin
Luther King, Jr. Day,
Student Winners

The entire West Chester
Liberty community is
invited to attend a virtual
edition of the 23rd annual
celebration of Martin
Luther King, Jr. on
Monday, Jan. 17 at noon.
The virtual program
follows the 10 a.m. in-
person community
march, which extends
from West Chester
Township to Liberty
Township.

Click below for detalils,
including the list of this
year's student winners.

Read more

Lakota Announces
Summer Fun Fair Dates,
Makes Call for
Exhibitors

Lakota’s 10th annual
Summer Fun Fair,
featuring local youth-
based summer
programming activities, is
back to being in-person
this year.

As a matter of
convenience for families,
the district will once again
be hosting the fair on two
nights from 6-8 p.m.:
Monday, Feb. 28 at
Lakota West and
Wednesday, March 9 at
Lakota East.

Read more
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Lakota State of the Schools Returns Feb. 7

Lakota is excited to return to an in-person format for the
fourth annual “State of the Schools” address, scheduled
for the evening of Monday, Feb. 7 at Lakota East High
School. The event is open to the entire community.

Read more
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Adena ELL Teacher

Earns Ohio TESOL
Award

Adena Elementary
English Language
Learner (ELL) teacher
Helen Vassiliou earned
this year’s “Excellence in
Teaching Award” from
the Ohio chapter of
Teachers of English to
Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL).

Jill Kramer, ELL
coordinator of the
Educational Service
Center of Central Ohio,
presented the award
virtually on Dec. 17.
“Helen has been very
active in the field of
TESOL and has helped
Ohio TESOL with
technology during the
pandemic,” wrote
Kramer, who nominated
Vassiliou for the award.

West Student Artist
Wins First in Otterbein
Exhibition

Congratulations to Lakota
West senior artist Gina
Lin for her first place
finish in the third annual
Juried High School Art
Exhibition at Otterbein
University. The juror
described her work
(pictured above) as
“beautiful, yet fragile.”

The exhibition featured
just 45 different pieces
statewide, including three
others from Lakota West:
Ashley Fryer, Taylor
Hamilton and Jasmine
Walker. All four students
received a $2,000
Otterbein Art Scholarship,
while Lin received an
additional $200 cash
prize. Click here to view
the virtual edition of the
exhibition.
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High Schools Hold Football Signing Events

Last week, Lakota East and West high schools held
athletic signing events on the first day of the NCAA
Football Early Signing Period.

Congratulations to these Thunderhawks and Firebirds
who will be continuing their academic and athletic
careers at the collegiate level.

Lakota East
Charlie Kenrich: Purdue University
Caleb Vanhooser: Indiana State University

Lakota West

Alex Afari: University of Kentucky

Jyaire Brown: The Ohio State University
Lathan McComis: Wofford College

Tegra Tshabola: The Ohio State University



TOP PICK PIC

Lakota East Veterans Network Club helped with setting up and handing out the wreaths
at Brookside Cemetery on Saturday, Dec. 18 for Wreaths Across America. This was the
first time this has been held in West Chester; Daughters of the American Revolution
(DAR) organized the event with Wreaths Across America and West Chester VFW 7696
/American Legion 681 did the Color Guard and taps.

The students placed 50 wreaths two hours prior to the event, plus the eight used as part
of the ceremony. It was a wet and foggy day, but the students were honored to be part of
the event to remember those who served our country.

Lakota Local Schools
WE are -Eaf@;ta 5572 Princeton Road

Liberty Township, OH 45011

(513) 874-5505
o ‘- ﬁj) o o lakota@lakotaonline.com

www.lakotaonline.com



mailto:lakota@lakotaonline.com
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FT4DYkcLaMG07Hq4AvAmO9A%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0QbaHR0cDovL3d3dy5sYWtvdGFvbmxpbmUuY29tVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphu2cGwmE1J6vWUh5jaW5keS56YWhuZWlzQGxha290YW9ubGluZS5jb21YBAAAAAE%7E&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901981655%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=5uJoOlEHnzejPw6bSozkgiju7QJEeUonP51xOjTSrGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F78qdDT_nk0aeJVnXNOncFw%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0QmaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL0xha290YVNjaG9vbHNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmG7ZwbCYTUnq9ZSHmNpbmR5LnphaG5laXNAbGFrb3Rhb25saW5lLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ%7E%7E&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901941672%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=QYbXY9%2B0ys1EblB79G1PWNlvhB%2B8CFsvQ85UobcmzD8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F9aoRqqq2ueicAXSgKaoljQ%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0QiaHR0cHM6Ly90d2l0dGVyLmNvbS9MYWtvdGFEaXN0cmljdFcHc2Nob29sbUIKYbtnBsJhNSer1lIeY2luZHkuemFobmVpc0BsYWtvdGFvbmxpbmUuY29tWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901951667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=hoR2lWtnwPNWwIm4h2VTGbMlz4DW7A5Z4MO%2BPtrn2iU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F7fcew0j41hjib6qFVnog2Q%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0QqaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5zdGFncmFtLmNvbS9sYWtvdGFfZGlzdHJpY3QvVwdzY2hvb2xtQgphu2cGwmE1J6vWUh5jaW5keS56YWhuZWlzQGxha290YW9ubGluZS5jb21YBAAAAAE%7E&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901951667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=r3SdUsqU7rxbKxBpQ6FnXh7aIpSijkMBjiAgViJvmeQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FY6GQtYaVSTITv3Rt3M0vXw%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cueW91dHViZS5jb20vdXNlci9MYWtvdGFTRDE5OTZXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmG7ZwbCYTUnq9ZSHmNpbmR5LnphaG5laXNAbGFrb3Rhb25saW5lLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ%7E%7E&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901961662%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=gUut6DOZ6ZJ417c8cD2lvic7nSsijDL7pqw8rzFPpUA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2F8hhJrnJz_vHReLb_ydC3cw%7E%7E%2FAAAAAQA%7E%2FRgRjoznnP0Q0aHR0cHM6Ly9hcHAucGVhY2hqYXIuY29tL2ZseWVycy9hbGwvZGlzdHJpY3RzLzMzMTc4L1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYbtnBsJhNSer1lIeY2luZHkuemFobmVpc0BsYWtvdGFvbmxpbmUuY29tWAQAAAAB&data=04%7C01%7C%7C4082db8f89eb4178e1ef08d9c4a257f2%7C4a704c22ab54454ca47278130e3edf87%7C0%7C0%7C637757023901971654%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=rsaM4kucQiArHIcfSwfeFzT4%2B0RV0RQBnJm7sZSe7w4%3D&reserved=0

Lakota Local School District would like to continue connecting with you via email. If you prefer to be
removed from our list, please contact Lakota Local School District directly. To stop receiving all email
messages distributed through our SchoolMessenger service, follow this link and confirm: Unsubscribe

SchoolMessenger is a notification service used by the nation's leading school systems to connect with
parents, students and staff through voice, SMS text, email, and social media.
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