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Profile of a Graduate at Graduation 
 
The Profile of a Georgetown Prep Graduate is a model and 
framework for each student to consider, aspire to, and 
reflect upon. The concept of the “Graduate at Graduation” 
is unique to the Jesuit mission of education and is embraced 
by the entire network of Jesuit schools in the United States.  
It was first developed in 1980 by the Jesuit Secondary 
Education Association (now known as the Jesuit Schools 
Network).   
 
The characteristics of the Profile describe the graduate from 
various perspectives. Jesuit education, however, is, has 
been, and always will be focused on the education of the 
whole person: mind, spirit, and body. Jesuit education 
accomplishes this through cura personalis (personalized 
care and concern for the individual) and through a holistic 
curriculum. We aim to form life-long learners imbued with 
an Ignatian approach to living shaped by the knowledge, 
understanding, and use of the interplay of experience, 
reflection, and action (the dynamic at the heart of the 
Spiritual Exercises). Jesuit education also aims to graduate 
students who possess the desire and the personal resources 
to be men and women for and with others. Thus, the Profile 
always needs to be viewed within the context of the 
mission of Jesuit education and not merely as a list of 
achievable outcomes for the Jesuit high school graduate. 
 
Open to Growth 
The Georgetown Prep student at the time of graduation has 
matured as a person — emotionally, intellectually, 
physically, socially, religiously — to a level that reflects 
some intentional responsibility for his own growth. The 
graduate is beginning to reach out in his development, 
seeking opportunities to stretch his mind, imagination, 
feelings, and religious consciousness. 
 
Intellectually Competent 
By graduation the Georgetown Prep student will exhibit a 
mastery of those academic requirements for advanced 
forms of education. While these requirements are broken 
down into departmental subject matter areas, the student 
will have developed many intellectual skills and 
understandings that cut across and go beyond academic 
requirements for college entrance. The student is also 
developing habits of intellectual inquiry, as well as a 
disposition towards life-long learning. The student is 
beginning to see the need for intellectual integrity in his 
personal quest for religious truth and in his response to 
issues of social justice. 
 
Religious 
By graduation the Georgetown Prep student will have a 
basic knowledge of the major doctrines and practices of the 

Catholic Church. Having been introduced to Ignatian 
spirituality, the graduate will also have examined his own 
religious feelings and beliefs with a view to choosing a 
fundamental orientation toward God and establishing a 
relationship with a religious tradition and/or community. 
What is said here, respectful of the conscience and religious 
background of the individual, also applies to the non-
Catholic graduate of a Jesuit high school. The level of 
theological understanding of the Jesuit high school 
graduate will naturally be limited by the student’s level of 
religious and human development. 
 
Loving 
By graduation the Georgetown Prep student is continuing 
to form his own identity. He is moving beyond self-interest 
or self-centeredness in close relationships. The graduate is 
beginning to be able to risk some deeper levels of 
relationship in which he can disclose self, accept the 
mystery of another person, and cherish that person. 
Nonetheless, the graduate’s attempt at loving, while clearly 
beyond childhood, may not yet reflect the confidence and 
freedom of an adult. 
 
Committed to Doing Justice 
The Georgetown Prep student at graduation has acquired 
considerable knowledge of the many needs of local, 
national, and global communities and is preparing for the 
day when he will take a place in these communities as a 
competent, concerned and responsible member. The 
graduate has been inspired to develop the awareness and 
skills necessary to live in a global society as a man for and 
with others. Although this commitment to doing justice will 
come to fruition in mature adulthood, some predispositions 
will have begun to manifest themselves. 
 
 

 
 

Seal of the Society of Jesus

   
  



 

5 
 

Diploma Requirements  
 
Minimum Requirements for Graduation 
 
Academic Courses -  
Theology: 4 years  Classical Languages: 2 years 
English: 4 years  Modern Languages: 2 years 
Mathematics: 4 years  Fine Arts: 1 year 
Social Studies: 4 years    
Science: 2 years    
 
 
Physical Education -  
Student must participate in full in one athletic season during both the 9th and 10th grade year 
 
 
Christian Service -  
Freshmen: Small-group service and participation in class-wide day of service 
Sophomores: 20 hours of approved service 
Juniors:  20 hours of approved service 
Seniors: 50 hours of approved service to be completed in summer between junior 

and senior year 
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Academic Regulations 
 
Georgetown Prep follows a semester system; each term 
consists of two marking periods and an examination. 
Classes meet Monday through Friday and follow a seven-
day testing cycle [A, B, C, D, E, F, G, A, B, etc.]. 
 
Grading 
Teachers submit grades for students each marking period. 
Any grade over 90 indicates a degree of superior 
performance. 70 is the passing grade. Letter grade 
equivalents are: A, 90-100; B, 82-89; C, 75-81; D, 70-74; 
and F: below 70. There is no grade weighting for Honors or 
AP classes. The Headmaster and Academic Dean review 
the records of students who may be in serious academic 
danger each marking period and may mandate remedial 
procedures or place a student on academic probation. 
 
Marking period grades count 75% and the examination 
25% in the computation of the semester average for each 
course for all sophomore, junior, and senior courses. 
Freshman courses count the exams as 15% of the semester 
grade, with the marking periods counting as 85%.   
 
Teachers may choose to exempt students from final 
examinations only in the second semester and at their 
discretion. A student who has not earned a 90 or above in 
both the 3rd and 4th marking periods is not to be granted an 
exemption. 
 
Honors 
Honors are given each marking period for superior 
performance. Students with grades of 86 and above in all 
subjects and an overall average of 90 or above have earned 
First Honors. Students with grades of 90 and above in all 
subjects have earned the honor of Dean’s List. 
 
Students who earn the honor of Dean’s List each quarter 
are recognized as Southwell Scholars for their superior 
achievement. 
 
National Honor Society 
The St. Edmund Campion Chapter of the National Honor 
Society was founded in 1978 in honor of the 16th century 
martyr who put his exceptional literary talents to work in 
defense of Church doctrine. To be eligible for membership, 
a student must excel in scholarship — maintain an A 
average while taking a rigorous and challenging 
courseload; service — help those in need both in school 
and out of school; leadership — influence for the better 
through participation in a variety of activities; and character 
— demonstration of high morals, both in academic work 
and service to others. Students in the National Honor 
Society at Prep must be willing to volunteer their time as 
tutors to other Prep students. 
 
Test Days 
Every subject is assigned one day of testing each cycle. A 
student who has more than two full-period tests on the 
same day may arrange an alternate date with the teachers 
involved. Students should make such arrangements at least 

two days before the tests. When a student is absent on a test 
day, he is responsible for contacting the teacher to schedule 
a make-up test. In the absence of communication on the 
student’s part, it is to be assumed that he takes the test upon 
the day he returns to class. Absence does not excuse a 
student from his academic obligations.  
 
Failure 
If a student fails one course, he is required to compensate 
for this by taking a course in an approved summer school 
program before his return to Prep, or he may be required to 
withdraw at the complete discretion of the Headmaster. A 
student required to make up credit in an approved summer 
school course must earn a grade of a “C” or above. If a 
student fails two courses, the decision for his return is at the 
discretion of the Headmaster. A student who fails three or 
more subjects may not return the following year. A senior 
who fails a course for the year must make up the course 
before he receives his diploma. 
 
Student Records (Grade Reports) 
By enrolling a student at Georgetown Preparatory School, a 
parent having legal custody of the student (managing 
conservator) consents to the release of records to the other 
parent (possessory conservator), unless the parent having 
custody notifies the school in writing as to the legal basis 
for any withholding of records from the other parent, and 
provides the school with a copy of all relevant court orders. 
  
Academic Honesty 
Prep expects students to act with integrity in all that they 
do. Students must avoid even the appearance of dishonesty 
in their academic work. The following are examples of 
academic dishonesty: 

 Cheating — including copying of another’s work, 
copying or receiving unauthorized help from 
another on any assignment, project or test, 
copying or obtaining answers from the Internet or 
any electronic source, including phones or 
calculators. 

 Fabrication — inventing or falsifying 
information, including data for lab reports that a 
student himself did not complete or making 
references not used in a research paper. 

 Facilitating — discussing the content or format of 
any assessment (quiz, test, exam) with a 
classmate who has not yet completed the 
particular assessment, giving or receiving 
answers during a test using unauthorized sources 
of information including, but not limited to, 
calculators, cheat sheets, writing on shoes, 
apparel or body, or leaving a classroom during a 
testing situation to gain answers or provide them 
to others.   

 Plagiarism — the intentional or unintentional 
taking of the writings or ideas of another and 
presenting them as one’s own is not permitted.  
This includes, among other things, copying 
someone else’s work, turning in another student’s 
work without that student’s knowledge, 
summarizing without acknowledging a source, 
representation of work taken from Internet paper 
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“services” as one’s own, copying materials from 
a source text, or supplying proper documentation 
while leaving out the quotation marks. 

 Abuse of Academic Materials — harming, 
appropriating, or disabling academic resources so 
that others may not use them.  This includes 
cutting tables, pictures and illustrations from 
library books, stealing books and articles, 
deleting or damaging computer files intended for 
others’ use. 

 Electronic Dishonesty — using the school 
network and Internet inappropriately in a way 
that affects other students’ safety and respect.  
Examples include logging in to someone else’s 
account, allowing non-authorized users to use 
your account, breaking into someone else’s files, 
sending harassing or lewd emails to another 
student. 

 Unauthorized Use of Calculators —using a 
calculator in a manner not approved by the 
subject teacher. 

 Use of Study Guides — the unauthorized use of 
Cliff, Monarch, Sparks, or other “notes” is not 
permitted. 

 
Should a student ever be uncertain about whether his 
actions represent dishonesty or plagiarism, he should check 
with his teacher before acting. 
 
First Infraction 
A teacher who has identified an instance of academic 
dishonesty or who suspects the presence of dishonesty will 
document the event and inform the Academic Dean. 
 
The student will receive a zero for the test, quiz, paper, lab, 
or assignment.  
 
The parents of the student will be notified of the incident. A 
report of each infraction will be kept on file in the 
Academic Dean’s office. 
 
Second Infraction 
A student identified or suspected in an instance of 
academic dishonesty for the second time in a school year 
will be reported to both the Academic Dean and to the 
Dean of Students.  
 
As with the first infraction, the student will receive a zero 
on the assignment or assessment in question. The student’s 
parents will be informed and must come for a meeting with 
the student, Dean of Students, and Academic Dean.  
 
The student may be suspended for a second infraction. In 
addition, a report of the incident will be filed in the 
student’s personal record. The Dean of Students may 
choose to expunge this report from the record if the student 
incurs no further academic dishonesty infractions.  
 
Third Infraction 
Any student identified or suspected in an instance of 
academic dishonesty for the third time in a school year may 

be subject to further disciplinary action, up to and including 
dismissal from the school. 
 
Academic Probation 
A student who has extremely low grades, fails one course, 
or whose semester average is below 75 will be placed on 
academic probation for the next semester by the Academic 
Dean. Any student who fails a course for the academic year 
and is permitted to return to Prep will automatically be 
placed on academic probation for the first semester of the 
following year. If a student on academic probation fails one 
course for the year, he may be required to withdraw at the 
Headmaster’s discretion. The Academic Dean will set 
minimum acceptable standards for each student on 
academic probation.   
 
A student who is on academic probation may not run for a 
student government office until the probation has been 
lifted.  A student who has failed three or more subjects 
during the first quarter of the school year may be asked to 
withdraw at the end of the semester if he has not shown 
significant improvement. 
 
Psychoeducational Testing 
Georgetown Preparatory School will consider reasonable 
accommodations to aid students with professionally 
documented learning differences.  Upon enrollment, the 
school requires documentation of an up-to-date evaluation 
(within the past two years) from a qualified professional 
containing the following information:  
 

 the specific disability, as diagnosed; 
 complete educational, developmental, and 

relevant medical history; 
 a description of the tests or techniques (WISC-III, 

WJ-R, WRAML, etc.) that were used to arrive at 
the diagnosis, including date(s) of the evaluation, 
appropriate test results, and a description of the 
functional limitations resulting from the 
disability; 

 the professional credentials of the evaluator, 
including information about license or 
certification and area of specialization; and 

 a description of the specific accommodations 
requested, and of why the disability qualifies the 
student for such accommodations. 

 
*It is important to note that a doctor’s diagnosis of 
ADD/ADHD does not in and of itself meet the criteria for 
a student to receive accommodations. 
 
For information on accommodations for students on any 
standardized test administered by Educational Testing 
Service, please refer to their website available at 
www.collegeboard.org. Also, refer to www.act.org for 
ACT accommodations.  Please consult with Prep’s Director 
of Counseling Service, Ms. Karen Napolitano, concerning 
these guidelines.
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Course Registration Information 
 
Students must carefully consider the course load which they would like to take during the course registration 
process. With the help of counselors and advisors, a student should be sure to sign up for a manageable schedule. 
Creation of Georgetown Prep’s schedule is a multi-month and multi-layered process. Decisions about staffing, class 
size, and class locations are based on the choices submitted by students in the Spring. As such, these student course 
decisions should be considered final and binding. 
 
Each student must complete a Google Form registration. All necessary forms can be found on the Georgetown Prep 
website, under the heading “2022-23 Course Registration” within the Academics tab.  
 
Student schedules are published to the Veracross student and parent portals in late July. A student may request to 
drop an elective course over the summer before the first day of school by contacting the Academic Dean through 
email. 
 
Once the school year begins, there will be a three-cycle Add/Drop period. During the first three academic cycles of 
the year (21 school days), a student may choose to withdraw from an elective course. In order to do so, the student 
must complete a withdrawal form; this form requires the approval of the student’s teacher, of the student’s College 
Counselor or advisor, and of the Academic Dean. The student must have a legitimate reason for choosing to 
withdraw. A decision to drop a class should not be taken lightly, and as such the choice to enroll in a class should 
not be taken lightly during registration. Withdrawals or changes based on class period or based on teacher 
preference will not be entertained. During this three-cycle period, changes may also be made to the level of a class – 
i.e. moving from an Honors level to a Regular. This move, too, must come with the approval of the teacher, College 
Counselor, and Academic Dean. A student should not sign up for an Honors or Advanced Placement class if he 
doesn’t feel that he can complete it. Additionally, consideration should be given to overall rigor of a student’s 
schedule. 
 
After the three-cycle period, students may no longer withdraw from an elective class. Only in extreme cases – e.g. 
situations of medical distress – will a student be allowed to withdraw after this point. 
 
After the three-cycle period, students should consider their enrollment in an Honors or AP class set. However, 
should there be an academic need to adjust a student’s course level, that will be addressed at the close of the first 
quarter. Students may not move classes in the time between the three-cycle Add/Drop period and the close of the 
first quarter. The decision to move a student’s class is at the discretion of the Academic Dean after the add/drop 
period has ended. 
 
Should a student drop a class in the first two weeks, there will be no record of the withdrawal on his transcript or 
report card. Should a student change level in the first two weeks, his grade will begin with the material and 
assessments in the new class. Should a student remain in a class for the first quarter before changing level, he will 
receive a “NG” (No Grade) grade as a placeholder on his report card. At the end of the year, his first quarter grade 
will be changed to the average of the second, third, and fourth marking periods, and his first semester average will 
be calculated accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 
 

Information for Rising Seniors: 
Designing Your Course of Study 

 
The following information is intended to help students and their families understand the major decisions facing 
rising seniors as they prepare to enter into their final year as a student at Georgetown Prep.   
 
English: Rising seniors who are not in the English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program are required 
to apply for either AP English Literature and Composition or select two semester-long English IV electives. ESOL 
students who are enrolled in English II as juniors are expected to enroll in English III or apply for AP English 
Literature for their senior year. ESOL students who are enrolled in English I as juniors are expected to enroll in 
English II in their senior year. Descriptions of all English courses and more information about the AP application 
process are available for your reference beginning on page 16 of this catalogue.    
 
Mathematics: Placement in senior math courses is determined by the Math Department. Descriptions of all Math 
courses are available for your reference beginning on page 23 of this catalogue.           
 
Social Studies: Rising seniors are required to enroll in a senior Social Studies elective. Additional information on 
these course options is available for your reference beginning on page 38 of this guide.   
 
Theology: All rising seniors are required to enroll in Theology IV in their senior year. Descriptions of all Theology 
courses are available for your reference beginning on page 41 of this catalogue.    
 
Electives: Seniors must enroll in at least six courses (two additional electives) but may choose to enroll in seven 
courses (three additional electives). Rising seniors should review the graduation requirements that are outlined on 
page 5 of this catalogue and consider what studies they may pursue in college before finalizing their course 
selections. Students are strongly encouraged to challenge themselves with the most rigorous course of study in 
which they can succeed.        
 
Registration Process: 
 
After consulting this catalogue and discussing their options with their college counselor and parents, students should 
complete the Senior Worksheet for Course Registration Google Form document from the school’s website. A 
separate English course preference form for English IV must be submitted as well. 
  
Forms must be completed and submitted online by Friday, March 11, 2022.  
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Information for Rising Juniors: 
Designing Your Course of Study 
  
The following information is intended to help Prep students and their families understand the major decisions facing 
rising junior students as well as their implications for future study.   
 
Classical Language: Rising juniors who studied Latin I in their sophomore year must enroll in Latin II as a junior.  
Rising juniors who studied Latin II in their sophomore year may elect to enroll in Latin III in their junior year. If a 
student is interested in advancing from Latin II in sophomore year to AP Latin IV in junior year or from Latin I in 
sophomore year to Latin III in junior year he may apply for one of the Intensive Latin Summer Options. These are 5-
week courses taken at Georgetown Prep in the summer. Descriptions of all Classical Language courses are available 
for your reference beginning on page 14 of this catalogue.      
 
English: Rising juniors who are not in the ESOL program are required to enroll in either English III: Mythos of 
Literature or may be selected to enroll in AP English Language and Composition. ESOL students will be enrolled in 
a course determined by English department placement and dependent upon performance and execution in their prior 
year’s course. Descriptions of all English courses and more information about the AP application process are 
available for your reference beginning on page 16 of this catalogue.    
 
Fine Arts: Students who intend to pursue the Fine Arts at Prep may choose to enroll in an elective course in their 
junior year. Descriptions of all Fine Arts courses are available for your reference beginning on page 20 of this 
catalogue.    
 
Mathematics: Placement in junior math courses is determined by the Math Department. Descriptions of all Math 
courses are available for your reference beginning on page 23 of this catalogue.           
 
Modern Language: Students must complete at least two years of a modern language before graduating from 
Georgetown Prep. Students who began studying a modern language as a sophomore must enroll in a second year of 
that language as a junior. Students who began studying a modern language as a freshman may elect to continue to an 
upper level modern language course as a junior. A full description of all Modern Language classes is available for 
your reference beginning on page 27.   
 
Science: Rising juniors who have completed Chemistry should consider enrolling in either Physics, Honors Physics, 
or an AP Science course. Note that final placement in Honors or AP courses is determined by the Science 
Department. Descriptions of all Science courses are available for your reference beginning on page 35 of this 
catalogue.       
 
Social Studies: Rising juniors should enroll in either United States History or apply for AP United States History. 
Additional information on these courses and this choice is available for your reference beginning on page 38 of this 
guide.   
 
Theology: All rising juniors are required to enroll in Theology III. Descriptions of all Theology courses are available 
for your reference beginning on page 41 of this catalogue.    
 
Elective: All students are required to enroll in at least six courses. Rising juniors may elect to take a 7th course.   
 
Registration Process: 
 
After consulting this catalogue and discussing their options with their advisor and parents, students should complete 
the Junior Worksheet for Course Registration Google Form document from the school’s website.   
 
Forms must be completed and submitted online by Friday, March 11, 2022.  
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Information for Rising Sophomores: 
Designing Your Course of Study 
 
The following information is intended to help Prep students and their families understand the major decisions facing 
rising sophomore students as well as their implications for future study.   
 
Classical Language: Rising sophomores who studied Latin I in their freshman year should enroll in Latin II in their 
sophomore year. If a student is interested in advancing from Latin I in freshman year to Latin III in sophomore year, 
he may apply for the Latin II Intensive Summer Option. This is a 5-week course taken at Georgetown Prep in the 
summer between a student’s freshman and sophomore year. Descriptions of all Classical Language courses are 
available for your reference beginning on page 14 of this catalogue.      
 
Rising sophomores who studied a modern language in their freshman year should enroll in Latin I in their 
sophomore year.   
 
English: All rising sophomores are required to enroll in English II: American Literature unless they are currently 
enrolled in the ESOL Program. ESOL students will be enrolled in a course determined by English Department 
placement and dependent upon performance and execution in their prior year’s course. Descriptions of all English 
courses are available for your reference beginning on page 16 of this catalogue.    
 
Fine Arts: Students who intend to pursue the Fine Arts at Prep may choose to take Global Art & History in order to 
continue pursuing their creative interests. Descriptions of all Fine Arts courses are available for your reference 
beginning on page 20 of this catalogue.    
 
Mathematics: Placement in sophomore math courses is determined by the Math Department. Descriptions of all 
Math courses are available for your reference beginning on page 23 of this catalogue.           
 
Modern Language: Rising sophomores who studied Latin I in their freshman year should choose and enroll in a 
modern language as a sophomore. The members of the Modern Language Department have put together information 
to help students and the families make this choice. Language and course information in each of the four modern 
language offerings can be found beginning on page 27 of this catalogue. 
 
Science: Rising sophomores who have completed Biology or Honors Biology should enroll in either Chemistry or 
Honors Chemistry. Descriptions of all Science courses are available for your reference beginning on page 35 of this 
catalogue.       
 
Social Studies: Rising sophomores should enroll in either Global History or AP World History; students with a 
predilection for the study of Fine Arts may choose a Global Art & History course instead. Additional information on 
these courses is available for your reference beginning on page 38.   
 
Theology: All rising sophomores are required to enroll in Theology II. Descriptions of all Theology courses are 
available for your reference beginning on page 41 of this catalogue.    
 
Registration Process: 
 
After consulting this catalogue and discussing their options with their advisor and parents, students should complete 
the Sophomore Worksheet for Course Registration Google Form document from the school’s website 
 
Forms must be completed and submitted online by Friday, March 11, 2022. 
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Information for Incoming Freshmen: 
Designing Your Course of Study 
 
The following information is intended to help Prep students and their families understand the major decisions facing 
incoming freshmen students as well as their implications for future study.   
 
Classical Language: Prep proudly maintains a two-year Classical Language requirement. Most incoming freshmen 
choose to enroll in Latin I in their freshmen year. Descriptions of all Classical Language courses are available for 
your reference beginning on page 14 of this catalogue.      
 
English: All incoming freshmen are required to enroll in English I: Introduction to Composition & Literature unless 
they are students of English for speakers of other languages (ESOL). ESOL students must submit a Test of English 
as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score as part of their application for admission. Their English course placement 
will depend upon that score. Descriptions of all English courses are available for your reference beginning on page 
16 of this catalogue.    
 
Fine Arts: Incoming freshmen are required to take a one-semester Art course and a one-semester Music course to 
fulfill Prep’s graduation requirements. Students who audition for Prep Singers or any one of the musical ensembles 
and are accepted may forego the one-semester Music course in exchange for year-long participation in the ensemble. 
Students particularly interested in the visual arts may also apply for a full-year Art course which fulfills the one-year 
graduation requirement. Descriptions of all Fine Arts courses are available for your reference beginning on page 20 
of this catalogue.    
 
Mathematics: Placement in freshman math courses is determined by the Math Department. Any student wishing to 
enroll in a course other than Algebra I must complete a placement test at Georgetown Prep to determine his 
placement. Descriptions of all Math courses are available for your reference beginning on page 23 of this catalogue.           
 
Modern Language: Incoming freshmen with an intensive background in Modern Language prior to arriving at Prep 
may choose to continue their study of that language. A student with prior language experience should take a 
placement test to confirm their placement. Most freshmen who enroll in a Modern Language have placed out of the 
Level I language course; if that is not the case, Latin I is suggested. A full description of all Modern Language 
classes is available for your reference beginning on page 27.   
 
Science: Incoming freshmen may choose to apply for Honors Biology. In order to be considered, an incoming 
student must sit for a placement test. Otherwise, freshmen are required to enroll in Biology.  Descriptions of all 
Science courses are available for your reference beginning on page 35 of this catalogue.       
 
Social Studies: Incoming freshmen are required to enroll in Western Civilization. Additional information on Social 
Studies courses is available for your reference beginning on page 38.  Students enrolled in our ESOL program will 
enroll in American Studies. 
 
Theology: All incoming freshmen are required to enroll in Theology I. Descriptions of all Theology courses are 
available for your reference beginning on page 41 of this catalogue.    
 
Registration Process: 
 
Incoming freshmen will be placed in classes by the Academic Dean based on requirements, placement test scores, 
and language preference. 
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Classical Languages 
 
Georgetown Prep upholds a proud tradition in the 
Classics; the department has faculty members 
prepared to offer a variety of courses in Latin. All 
students at Prep are required to take at least two years 
of Latin. Courses are usually completed during the 
student’s first two years of study. Additional courses 
after Latin II are chosen as electives. Below lies a full 
description of all Classics courses available to Prep 
students. 
 
Why learn Latin? 
 
Learning Latin is learning language skills.  
Latin is the basis of the modern Romance languages, 
with influences in the Germanic languages as well. 
By learning Latin now, students learn the discipline 
and techniques necessary to acquire other languages 
in the future.  
 
Learning Latin is learning English.  
Latin translation forces the student to pay close 
attention to detail. While the process can be exacting, 
each student learns to pay close attention to the 
grammatical constructions and syntax within a 
sentence. 
 
Learning Latin is learning vocabulary.  
Over fifty percent of English words (and 90% of 
words of multiple syllables) are derived from Latin 
and therefore knowing a few Latin words cuts down 
on the effort required to learn new vocabulary. 
 
Learning Latin is learning to study.  
Learning Latin grammar takes a great deal of careful 
study and precision, and requires the student to learn 
how best to memorize and synthesize material.  
 
Learning Latin is learning to think.  
Translating a Latin sentence is a workout for your 
brain, similar to a crossword puzzle or an algebra 
problem. Thoughts must be organized and every 
option must be explored. 
 
Learning Latin is learning to appreciate literature.  
Some of the greatest writers and thinkers are from the 
classical Latin period – Virgil, Ovid, Cicero, Livy, 
Caesar, etc. – and the themes and ideas in their work 
have influenced writers throughout history. From 
Dante to Shakespeare to Joyce, classical literature has 
played a huge role over the course of western 
civilization.  
 
 

Learning Latin is both unique and traditional.  
Certainly, a traditional liberal arts education has 
always included the study of Latin. The Latin 
language is a tie that binds generation to generation. 
Yet at the same time, studying Latin is incredibly 
unique today. When college admissions counselors 
see a Latin student, they see a unique and intelligent 
individual, who stands out among a sea of Spanish 
and French students.  
 
 
 
Latin I 
In this course, students learn the elementary stages of 
Latin grammar, vocabulary, and Roman culture, 
which include the acquisition of vocabulary, mastery 
of inflected forms, and understanding of grammatical 
structure. Latin I at Georgetown Prep helps 
encapsulate the freshman experience by providing an 
introduction to one of the keystone languages of the 
modern world and the Jesuit educational experience. 
Students are exposed to adapted ancient texts 
discussing overarching themes and applications 
across the disciplines while experiencing the rigor 
and analytical demands of an ancient language. In 
addition, Latin assists students in building their 
English vocabulary and complements the 
grammatical English curriculum in the freshman 
year, while providing an excellent background for 
learning a Modern Foreign language. (1 credit)   
 
Latin II  
This course provides students with the grammar and 
inflection points that were not covered in Latin I, 
focusing on some of the more complex grammatical 
structures of the Latin language. Translation will be 
the main tool for synthesizing these new topics, and 
students will be routinely asked to translate both from 
Latin to English and from English to Latin. Students 
will be asked to translate individual sentences freed 
from a narrative context, and selections from Julius 
Caesar’s De Bello Gallico. (1 credit)   
 
Latin II (Intensive Summer Option) 
Georgetown Prep’s Latin department offers an 
intensive five-week Latin II summer course. This 
course covers all of the same material as the course 
during the school year, but at a faster and more 
dedicated pace. This class is perfect for sophomores 
in Latin I who find that they really enjoy the material, 
or freshmen who want to speed up their progress 
through the departmental progression. It should be 
noted that Advanced Placement Latin is the fourth 
year course; any student who starts Latin as a 
sophomore can only reach the AP level by taking a 
summer course. Like Latin I, Latin II combines the 
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study of grammar, vocabulary, and translation. The 
summer class allows the student to pull off the 
proverbial band-aid of grammar and vocabulary and 
move more quickly into high level material. By 
focusing on five weeks of rigorous study, the student 
can move directly into Latin III – a translation, 
culture, and history-based course. This course does 
not complete the Latin requirement; every student 
must enroll in Latin III the following school year.  (1 
credit)   
 
Latin III 
Latin III is the first elective offered in the Classical 
Languages department, coming after the required 
second year course. Latin III covers adapted 
selections from Vergil's Aeneid and Livy's Ab Urbe 
Condita with a goal of preparing students for AP 
Latin IV in the following year. Students will also 
read extended, unadapted selections from both works, 
along with shorter passages from Ovid, Cicero, and 
Eutropius. Latin III also includes extended discussion 
of Roman republican history (by virtue of our 
readings in Livy), Roman topography, Greco-Roman 
myth, and the history of Latin literature more 
generally. (1 credit)   
 
Latin III (Intensive Summer Option) 
Georgetown Prep’s Latin department offers an 
intensive five-week Latin III summer course. This 
course covers all of the same material as the course 
during the school year, but at a faster and more 
dedicated pace. This class is perfect for juniors who 
just completed Latin II, or for sophomores who 
would like to advance directly to the AP class as 
juniors. (1 credit)   
 
 
 

Advanced Placement Latin IV 
Following the broader survey of Latin III, AP Latin 
IV focuses on the study of two authors in particular: 
Julius Caesar and his war commentaries, and Vergil’s 
Aeneid. Using the College Board syllabus, we will 
read selections from both, discussing their works on 
their own and in concert with each other, and 
discussing their relationships to the broader political 
and social structures of their times. Caesar, writing 
prior to the fall of the Roman Republic, and Vergil, 
writing in the burgeoning new Roman empire, can 
shed a great deal of light on one of the world’s 
greatest periods of political upheaval. In addition, 
both of these authors have had an outsized influence 
on Western Literature, and in this class we get a 
chance to understand why. (1 credit)   
 
Latin V – Advanced Latin Literature 
This course, coming on the heels of the Advanced 
Placement course, offers the opportunity for students 
to delve more deeply into Latin literature. At this 
point in their Latin career, the students have learned 
and discussed all major grammatical, poetic, and 
stylistic devices. Latin V is a culmination of all that 
they have learned, and hopefully inspires the students 
to pursue Latin at the collegiate level. (1 credit)   
 
Introduction to New Testament Greek 
This Ancient Greek course is an introduction to the 
Koine dialect of the New Testament and Septuagint. 
The course is intended for students with little to no 
background in Ancient Greek, and covers material 
similar to that found in the college-level introductory 
sequences for Ancient Greek. Students will leave this 
course prepared for intermediate (second-semester) 
Attic Greek at the college level, and capable of 
reading extended passages from the New Testament 
with the infrequent aid of a dictionary. (1 credit) 
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English 
 
English I: Introduction to Composition and 
Literature 
A primary objective of this course is to introduce the 
student to composition and literary genres. To this 
end the student will study the parts of speech, the 
parts of the sentence, and punctuation in detail. 
Students will practice these skills through 
worksheets, journal entries, and writing assignments. 
The latter will not only concentrate on the proper use 
of the English language, but also on developing 
ideas, eliminating wordiness, and improving structure 
so that the student is able to write coherent, well-
developed, and organized paragraphs. The student 
will also be introduced to the basic components of 
literature and to the genres of the short story, the 
novel, and the play. Texts include Montana 1948, 
Mythology, Oedipus Rex, and Shakespeare’s Julius 
Caesar. (1 credit) 
 
English II: American Literature 
This course challenges students to read closely from 
a variety of genres in a variety of settings as students 
explore the American voice. The primary objectives 
are for students to improve their writing and close 
reading skills and develop a healthy reading life. 
Poetry study focuses on an introduction to reading 
and interpreting poetry, specifically that of American 
greats such as Dickinson, Whitman, and Hughes. 
Literary analysis emphasizes theme, character, and 
symbolic interpretation of the works. Students will 
write in a variety of modes as they develop their 
writer’s voice. Students will read independently 
chosen selections, books from a selected list and 
whole class texts. Students also study vocabulary and 
grammar. Whole class texts include The Great 
Gatsby, Catcher in the Rye, and assorted poetry from 
American authors. (1 credit) 
 

 
 
Junior Year English Options 
 
Rising juniors choose between English III and AP 
Language and Composition. Most students will take 
English III. Students with a particular interest in and 
aptitude for writing may be invited to enroll in the 
AP Language and Composition course. Both courses 
are full year and one credit.  
 
English III: Mythos of Literature 
In this British Literature survey course, students 
study literature to improve reading and literary 
analysis and continue to practice and develop critical 

writing skills. Students will approach literary works 
through four styles of literature: Epic, Comedy, 
Tragedy, and Satire. This approach will give the 
student a well-rounded understanding of these genres 
and further the reading skills developed in earlier 
years. In addition, students will present oral and 
written reports on their readings and prepare for in-
class debates. The object is for the student to make 
the connection between literature and the world in 
which he lives and effectively express this connection 
in logically constructed arguments. To help achieve 
this end, we will also study vocabulary and grammar. 
Major works for this course include: Beowulf, The 
Canterbury Tales, Macbeth, Things Fall Apart, and 
Brave New World. (1 credit)  
 
Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
A course for those who wish to become superior 
writers, this seminar is designed to make each student 
a skilled reader of prose written in a variety of 
periods and disciplines, and a writer flexible enough 
to compose in a variety of modes and for a variety of 
purposes. The student will examine various 
expository and creative texts, with an eye towards 
recognizing each as a potential model for his own 
prose. Students in this course should expect to write 
one essay per cycle and complete nightly reading 
assignments. Papers range in length from one 
paragraph to 10 pages. Writing in this course is 
evaluated according to the rigorous standards set by 
the College Board. In class, the teacher will guide the 
student through the process of drafting, response by 
peers/teacher, and substantive revision. (1 credit) 
 
Approval Process – Students are invited to this 
highly selective course at the discretion of the 
English Department. The Department Chair, AP 
Language teacher(s), and English II teachers evaluate 
all English II students to determine which students 
will be most successful in the course. The invited 
student will likely have earned an A average in 
English II, though that in and of itself does not 
guarantee an invitation. He will have demonstrated a 
sincere interest in, and particular facility with, 
writing; a mastery of grammar; a strong interest, 
experience, and ability as a reader; an ability to 
accept and apply teacher and student critiques in 
writing; and the skills and the willingness to be a 
valuable class participant in seminar-style discussions 
and writer’s workshops.  
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Senior Year English Options 
 
Rising seniors choose a separate English elective for 
the fall and spring semesters OR apply for the full 
year AP Literature and Composition Course.  
 
For students taking elective courses: Students will 
complete the English Elective preference form and 
submit with their official course registration. Each 
student will be guaranteed one of their top three 
choices; the second elective will be determined by 
the English department, and may not be a class 
chosen by the student. Once placement has been 
determined, English electives may not be changed. 
 
English IV: Race, Gender, & Power in African 
American Literature  
This course will introduce students to a variety of 
works produced by African-American writers of the 
19th, 20th, and 21st centuries. The units in the course 
are organized thematically. The Race and 
Socialization unit will ask students to consider the 
ways in which they’ve learned about race and how, 
unconsciously and consciously, race influences the 
way we interact in social situations. In the Family 
and Gender unit, we will look at traditional ideas of 
the American nuclear family and how, when 
intersected with race, those ideas can change. We’ll 
talk about what it means to be a “man,” ideas of 
femininity, and whether or not gender and race can 
exist independent of one another. We’ll finish up the 
course with our Citizenship, Advancement, and 
Education unit.  In this unit, students will consider 
the various historical pathways cultural leaders have 
taken in order to bring about social justice. 
Assimilation vs. Separatism. Nonviolence vs. "By 
Any Means Necessary." We'll begin with Du Bois 
and Washington who disliked each other so much 
that they wrote diss speeches about one another. 
Afterwards, we'll look at Martin Luther King and 
Malcom X-- men who ultimately had the same end-
goal but had very different ideas on how to get there. 
This course is discussion-based. Frequent student 
engagement will be necessary in order to have the 
most academic success. Required text: The Norton 
Anthology of African American Literature. (0.5 
credit) 
 
English IV: Blues Literature 
Blues is an uniquely American phenomenon. Born in 
the fields of the Mississippi Delta at the beginning of 
the twentieth century, blues music pervades 
contemporary music, literature, and culture. This 

class will examine how the blues idiom--the response 
of African Americans to slavery and Jim Crow--
continues its relevancy in song, novel, poetry, and 
film to tell the story of America. It is with this story 
of suffering and healing that we will be most 
concerned. The class is run seminar style, built 
around discussion of stories; with each unit comes a 
playlist of music as an added text to our discussions. 
(0.5 credit) 
 
English IV: Contemporary Imagination and 
Dante’s Inferno 
This course will focus on the works and legacy of 
Dante Alighieri, ‘Father of the Italian language’ and 
‘Supreme Italian Poet.’ The Divine Comedy is the 
greatest Italian literary work and is considered a 
masterpiece of epic poetry chronicling Dante’s 
journey through Hell, Purgatory and Paradise. 
Reading Dante as a high school senior opens one’s 
eyes to the literary and cultural renaissance that he 
preceded, pre-empted, and influenced by writing in 
his local vernacular with such humanistic fervor. It is 
ripe in opportunity for discussion, analysis and 
reflection through the poem’s examination of faith, 
conscience, and self-discovery. The course will 
closely examine Dante’s cultural milieu and social 
criticism thereof while also scrutinizing his place in 
popular culture today and The Divine Comedy’s 
realm within contemporary imagination (we will read 
“Inferno” in its entirety and then cover selected 
excerpts from “Purgatorio” and “Paradiso.”). Dante's 
classical allusions, most notably through his use of 
Virgil as guide and mentor, are ripe for interpretation 
and discussion in this seminar. A unit formative 
assessment offers a chance for creative writing 
blended with social criticism. The capstone 
assessment is an exercise in re-interpreting or re-
imagining an important topic from the course from an 
alternative perspective. (0.5 credit) 
 
English IV: The Craft of Poetry 
This one semester class will dedicate itself to the 
study and practice of poetry. In this seminar-style 
class we will read the works of a variety of poets and 
identify and discuss their defining thematic and 
aesthetic features. Based on our readings we will 
incorporate these features into our own poems; 
approximately half the semester will focus on 
student-written poems. We will discuss these poems 
in class and practice the art of revision. Tests and 
quizzes will be given in conjunction with each unit; 
students will keep a portfolio of their own writing as 
well as complete a research project based on a 
famous poet. (0.5 credit) 
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English IV: Flash Fiction 
Flash Fiction--stories generally no longer than 1,000 
words--is a relatively recent phenomenon. The 
attraction of the genre is in the shortness of the 
stories; their brevity allows them to pack an outsized 
punch. The work of this class is divided into two 
parts: 1) The reading of short fiction to understand 
how a writer creates the effect he intends for his 
reader, and 2) the writing of short fiction to give 
voice (and plenty of practice) to student writers. 
Students will use the stories we read as models and 
practice the methods and techniques we study in their 
own writing.  We will learn and practice practical 
skills of creative writing and cultivate the habits and 
flexibility that serious writing requires. The class is 
seminar in style, built around the discussion of stories 
and the workshopping of student writing. Students 
will build a portfolio of stories, and there will be 
opportunities to submit stories for publication. (0.5 
credit) 
 
English IV: The Modern Novel  
This seminar-style course in the Modern Novel 
focuses on the reading of four novels, each 
representative of a different aspect of the novel genre, 
and each demonstrating how the novel has adapted to 
changing societies, mixing tradition with innovation. 
Students will closely read, research, present on, and 
write short papers for each novel. For the final 
project, each student will select a novel from a 
predetermined list for his independent study. The 
student will a write a research paper evaluating the 
novel using the principles he will have learned in the 
class. It is, therefore, a course in critical reading, 
careful research, and expository and analytical 
writing. It is designed for a student who is interested 
in reading, research, and writing. Texts include: The 
Hobbit, Huckleberry Finn, Rebecca, and A Separate 
Peace. (0.5 credit) 
 
English IV: Shakespeare on Film 
“Double double toil and trouble / fire burn, and 
cauldron bubble.” From witches to ghosts, masked 
parties to debauchery, jealousy to murder, 
Shakespeare’s works endure because they cover a 
wide range of human nature. In this course, we will 
compare the work of the most iconic literary figure in 
the canon to our most popular medium of 
representation, the movies! Students will discover 
how the study of a text leads to the film choices of 
both directors and actors. Students will learn and 
apply film analysis techniques through an 
examination of elements such as composition, 
cinematography, and editing. Students will explore 
the relationship between the text and the film in class 
discussions, projects, and essays. By modernizing the 

study of Shakespeare through film adaptations, 
students will develop a level of comfort with the 
written text and an appreciation of literary 
excellence. Films may include: “10 Things I Hate 
About You” (based on Shakespeare’s Taming of the 
Shrew), “Othello”, “Hamlet”, and “Much Ado About 
Nothing”. (0.5 credit) 
 
Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
Course focuses on close reading of great literary 
works, thoughtful, analytical writing, and lively 
discussion. Our goal is to intensely study works from 
across genres and periods such that we gain a deep 
appreciation for and understanding of the works 
themselves and literature as a whole. Through 
various modes, we will also strive to be thoughtful, 
precise, and persuasive writers who may draw 
inspiration from the great works that we study. This 
extremely rigorous, college level course will 
challenge students to work up to, and sometimes push 
them beyond their previously thought potential. This 
course is designed for students with a particular 
affinity for reading and discussing literature. To that 
end, students are expected to maintain independent 
reading books outside of the required texts. Each 
semester culminates in a research project of the 
instructor’s choosing. Required texts may include: 
Hamlet, Heart of Darkness, Slaughterhouse V, Their 
Eyes Were Watching God, and The Power and the 
Glory. (1 credit) 
 
Approval Process – Students who have successfully 
completed either English III or AP Language may 
apply for this course. Students are admitted to this 
course at the discretion of the English Department. 
The Department Chair, AP Language teacher(s), AP 
Literature teacher(s), and English III teachers 
evaluate student applications to determine which 
students will be most successful in the course. The 
successful applicant will have demonstrated a sincere 
interest in literature, a particular facility with writing, 
and the willingness and ability to be a valuable class 
participant in seminar-style discussions. Students are 
required to submit a recommendation form to their 
current English teacher and submit one graded paper 
with teacher comments as part of the application 
process. 
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English for Speakers of Other 
Languages (ESOL) 
 
*Incoming freshmen or transfer students who are not 
native English speakers must supply a Test of English 
as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score.  
 
An English for Speakers of Other Languages student 
must complete English II: American Literature to 
fulfill the Georgetown Prep English requirement. 
 
American Studies 
This course is an overview course designed to 
introduce ESOL students in their first year at Prep to 
US history and government. All first-year ESOL 
students must take this course. In addition to a focus 
on the mastery of the content, emphasis will also be 
given to the development of the necessary academic 
skills in English: reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking. This course is a supplemental class 
designed exclusively for ESOL students and does not 
take the place of another course at Prep; at the 
conclusion of this course, students will enter the 
Georgetown Prep Social Studies Department 
progression.  (1 credit) 
 
Foundations of English I 
As an intermediate level course for international 
students needing significant reinforcing and refining 
of their language skills, Foundations of English I 

places great emphasis on the development of reading 
and writing skills. Toward that end, students will 
focus on developing a much deeper foundation in 
academic vocabulary and will review grammar 
fundamentals, including parts of speech. 
Additionally, students will be introduced to authentic 
works of literature and will begin to develop the 
ability to analyze short stories and novels during the 
second semester of the course. Upon the successful 
completion of this course, students will proceed into 
Foundations of English II before advancing into 
English I and eventually into English II. (1 credit) 
 
Prerequisite: TOEFL score and placement by 
Department Chair. 
 
Foundations of English II 
As an advanced-level course designed to prepare 
students for success in Georgetown Prep’s English 
Department course offerings, Foundations of English 
II helps students strengthen their academic 
vocabulary foundation, master proper paragraph 
structure, write with greater sophistication, and read, 
comprehend, and analyze novels, short stories, and 
essays. Upon the successful completion of this 
course, students will proceed into English I or 
English II at their instructor’s discretion. (1 credit) 
 
Prerequisite: TOEFL score and placement by 
Department Chair  
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Fine Arts 
 
Visual Art 
 
Freshman Art 
This half-year Visual Arts Course fulfills one half of 
the Fine Arts credit needed for graduation. The intent 
of the course is to have all students, talented in art or 
not, get basic experiences in visual literacy. This goal 
is reached through extensive projects focusing on the 
main techniques of art making and a comprehensive 
understanding of the aesthetics of 20th century visual 
art from around the world. Students will also work 
with the six basic elements of art as well as the seven 
basic principles of design to explore and become 
competent in the fundamentals of art. (0.5 credit) 
 
Foundations of Studio Art 
The Foundations of Art course is a year-long course 
which focuses on building a strong foundation in the 
arts for students who are willing to commit to and 
engage in a deeper connection with the Fine Arts.  
This class fulfills the Fine Arts credit necessary for 
graduation. This course will more intentionally lay 
the foundation for a trajectory of courses in the visual 
arts at Georgetown Prep. There is no prerequisite in 
terms of artistic talent, only in terms of artistic 
interest. To be considered for the course, a student 
must apply prior to the start of freshman year. (1 
credit) 
 
Global Art & History 
This course will allow certain sophomores to enroll 
in an art history course in order to fulfill the history 
requirement while also continuing to learn, develop, 
and advance their talents in art. This course will 
specifically teach global history through traditional 
means AND through the production of artwork. This 
course will be taught as an alternative to the 
traditional sophomore global history course and be 
designed for students that have a predilection for art 
and wish to continue pursuing their art development, 
while also fulfilling the 4-year social studies 
requirement. Balanced between history and art, this 
course will provide historical context, content, and 
background of the various time periods, religions, 
cultures, and geographies of civilizations throughout 
the world. This course will raise questions about how 
and why art was and is made and by whom. How is 
art defined, valued and presented? Students will 
discuss the canon of art history through the lens of 
both inclusiveness and exclusion. This course will 
raise questions about narratives such as race, cultural 
identification, social class, sexual orientation, and 
gender. (1 credit) 

 
Arts Exploration: Think like an Artist 
This course is intended to foster the further 
development of upperclassmen students’ artistic 
talents. This upper level art class is a non-AP course 
available for students interested in continuing their 
art education in their junior and/or senior year. 
Students in this course will have the opportunity to 
independently work in a multitude of media to create 
a series of work based on contemporary themes. 
Students will be asked to demonstrate their continued 
understanding of the principles and elements of art 
and design. The principles of design (unity/variety, 
balance, emphasis, contrast, rhythm, repetition, 
proportion/scale, figure/ground relationship) can be 
articulated through the visual elements (mass, 
volume, color/light, form, plane, line, texture). This 
class will build off of media and concepts discussed 
in previous art classes, from foundations of studio art 
to more specific 2D, 3D, and digital media courses. 
This course is intended to encourage mastery and 
discovery of both new and familiar media. (1 credit)    
 
Advanced Placement Art History  
This a college-level introductory art history survey in 
which students learn to identify, examine, and 
critically analyze major forms of art from prehistory 
to the present. While the curriculum, requirements, 
and standards are extremely demanding and rigorous, 
the rewards are extraordinary. Students will 
significantly improve critical thinking and writing 
skills and expand visual literacy, and they will 
develop an understanding of the diverse cultural and 
historical contexts of painting, sculpture, architecture, 
and other media. Perhaps most importantly, students 
will confront the whole range of human experience, 
stretch their minds and imaginations to embrace new 
ideas and places, and develop a deeper understanding 
of what drives us as a species—our fears, our loves, 
and our beliefs.  This course fulfills the social studies 
requirement for senior year. (1 credit) 
  
Advanced Placement Art & Design: Drawing 
AP Art & Design is a full-year course. AP Art & 
Design is offered to seniors who have taken multiple 
art courses or who have the permission of the 
instructor and the Academic Dean to register. This 
course is designed for the student who is seriously 
interested in the practical experience of art, and may 
or may not be interested in pursuing art after high 
school. The value of the course is based in the 
experience of creating and completing the portfolio 
with a group of their peers. Students enrolled in the 
course are required to take the AP exam – which 
means they are responsible for completing and 
submitting the portfolio in its entirety. Failure to do 
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this will result in the failure of the course. The AP 
Art & Design: Drawing course consists of the 
production of a portfolio (exam) to be submitted to 
the College Board for college credit. Students create 
a portfolio of work to demonstrate inquiry through art 
and design and the development of materials, 
processes, and ideas over the course of a year. 
Portfolios include works of art and design, process 
documentation, and written information about the 
work presented. In May, students submit portfolios 
for evaluation based on specific criteria, which 
include skillful synthesis of materials, processes, and 
ideas and sustained investigation through practice, 
experimentation, and revision, guided by questions. 
(1 credit)  
 
Ceramics 
This course provides an introductory exposure to 
ceramics and the use of clay as a fine art medium. In 
this course, students will learn basic hand-building 
techniques (such as: coil, pinch and slab) and how to 
use the potter’s wheel to create thrown work. 
Forming techniques, surface development and 
glazing, along with kiln firing practices will be 
introduced. Students will learn basic terminology in 
relationship to ceramics as well as the history of the 
art form and contemporary practices. Both the 
functional and sculptural ceramic traditions will be 
explored. Students will engage in class critiques, and 
learn the meaning, design, and technical processes 
used to create ceramic art objects. (1 credit) 
 
Music 
 
Freshman Music 
This one-semester course provides an introductory 
experience to Western music and its historical, 
religious, economic, and scientific elements that set 
the unique direction it followed over the last 15 
centuries. Major topics include an examination of 
Western musical notation and its historical evolution; 
the elements of musical sound; the physics of sound 
and music; the properties of musical instruments; the 
history of recording and the techniques involved in 
making a modern recording. The course concludes 
with a brief history and survey of Western music 
from the Middle Ages to the early 20th century with 
an emphasis on the unique sociological factors that 
set Western music apart from music of other cultures 
and the music as an effect of those factors. An 
additional goal is to help students improve study 
skills, improve organizational skills through writing 
and essays, enhance critical listening skills, and give 
students a beginning understanding of music and the 
humanities as an integral to the fabric of Western 
culture. In conjunction with the Freshman Art course, 

this course fulfills the Fine Arts requirement 
necessary for graduation. (0.5 credits) 
 
Audio Engineering  
The goal of this unique music class is to teach 
students the fundamental skills of audio engineering 
in both a live and studio setting. The classroom 
format will be centered around music creation and 
live production, in which students will learn and 
master the basics of audio engineering - tracking, 
mixing, and editing - using Garage Band and Pro 
Tools software. Garage Band serves as an excellent 
platform for beginner audio engineers to later 
transition to Pro Tools, the industry standard software 
used in most professional recording studios, 
including the Fanone Recording Studio at 
Georgetown Prep. Additionally, students will take the 
engineering fundamentals learned in Garage Band 
and Pro Tools and directly apply them in the field as 
they learn to operate the technological audio and 
lighting systems in the Figge Theatre. Students in 
Audio Engineering are responsible for the audio and 
lighting production at all school assemblies and 
concert events at Georgetown Prep. (1 credit) 
 
Video Production 
This unique course will focus on the creation of video 
projects highlighting the members and organizations 
within the Georgetown Prep community. Students 
will learn how to create and edit the audio, graphic, 
and video elements necessary to produce professional 
videos in a variety of genres. The class culminates 
with a cross curriculum final project in which each 
Video Production student will design a 
comprehensive media platform for the original music 
of a partner student in Audio Engineering including a 
music video, an artist logo, album artwork, and 
online representation. Original video and music 
projects will include collaboration with sports teams, 
clubs, administrative offices, service trips, and 
academic offices. The class will utilize iMovie, Final 
Cut Pro, Garageband, Protools, Soundcloud, and 
Photoshop to produce multimedia projects. Class 
time and assignments will be split between individual 
skill set development and group projects. (1 credit) 
 
Performance Groups 
 
Jazz Ensemble  
This course is a performance outfit centered around 
musical repertoire for jazz ensemble. The focal point 
of the course is several performances that take place 
over the academic year. Rehearsals are used as 
instructional time where students learn the music 
theory and the skills necessary to perform as a 
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member of an ensemble, and also as a soloist. 
Incoming freshmen with sufficient ability to perform 
in the ensemble may commit to the ensemble for a 
year as a substitute for the Freshman Music course 
requirement. Students in grades 10 through 12 may 
also participate each year until graduation. The class 
meets one evening a week for the entire academic 
year. Additional rehearsals are added before and after 
school close to performances dates. (0.5 credits) 
 
Prerequisite: A basic level of proficiency playing one 
of the traditional jazz instruments. Woodwind 
(clarinet, saxophone, etc.), brass (trumpet, trombone, 
etc.), keyboard, guitar/bass, and percussion 
instruments are all needed in the ensemble. 
Membership is by audition. 
 
Prep Singers I  
Prep Singers I is a beginning choir for high school 
freshmen. Emphasis is on proper vocal technique, 
and singing in unison and in parts. Repertoire is 
based on choral standards for high school students as 
recommended by the National Association for Music 
Educators and the American Choral Directors 
Association. Students participate in two major 
concerts – Christmas and Spring concerts. They will 
also participate in some service projects and smaller 
concerts. This course fulfills the freshman Art 
requirement at Georgetown Prep. The class meets as 
a regularly scheduled course during each academic 
day for the entire academic year. Additional 
rehearsals are added after school, close to 
performance dates. (1 credit) 
 
Prerequisite: No prior experience singing is 
necessary nor is the ability to read music required. 
Students must pass an audition process for 
acceptance into the course.  
 
Instrumental Ensemble 
Open to students at a middle to advanced level on all 
instruments including brass, woodwind strings, 
keyboard, and percussion. Audition is required, 
virtually or in person. Students will work on 
improving their individual technique, ensemble 
playing, and music theory. Students will have the 
opportunity to participate in other school ensembles 
such as chamber orchestra, pit band for the spring 
musical, drum line, or liturgical ensemble. This class 
will fulfill the Fine Arts requirement for freshman 
year. (1 credit) 
 
Students must pass an audition process for 
acceptance into the course.  

 
Prep Singers II (A Cupola Hoyas)  
A Cupola Hoyas is a vocal ensemble for advanced 
students. The music consists of 3-4 part harmonies of 
varying styles including pop, rock, and music from 
the Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, and Romantic 
periods. Students must be very strong singers with 
the ability to sing their part without accompaniment.  
This class continues on the foundations of singing 
and musicianship that were established in Prep 
Singers I. Prep Singers performs two formal concerts 
each year, Christmas and Spring, in addition to on- 
and off-campus concerts at area hospitals, senior 
centers, and churches. Students are expected to 
audition for the Maryland All State Chorus and 
participate in the Catholic High Schools Honors 
Choir. (0.5 credits) 
 
Prerequisite: Participation in Prep Singers I. Students 
must pass an audition for this course. 
 
Chamber Orchestra  
The Georgetown Prep Chamber Orchestra is an 
expansion of the string ensemble. A chamber 
orchestra is a small orchestra which can include the 
following instruments: violin, viola, cello, string 
bass, piano, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, French horn, 
trumpet and trombone. Repertoire includes Baroque, 
Classical, Romantic and Modern styles in addition to 
religious music and contemporary arrangements of 
popular songs. The orchestra gives two main concerts 
a year, performs off campus for service projects and 
supports school liturgies and major school functions. 
 
The chamber orchestra is open by audition only.  
Students must be at a moderate to advanced level.  It 
is not a group for beginning instrumentalists.  
Rehearsals can be both before and after school.  
Students must provide their own instruments.  Music 
and folders are provided by the school. Students may 
take this class in fulfillment of the freshman music 
requirement and for credit all four years at Prep. (0.5 
credits) 
 
* Students with musical ability sufficient to pass an 
audition for the Prep Singers, the Jazz Ensemble, or 
the Chamber Orchestra may substitute a year as a 
member of one of those groups for the Freshman 
Music course. The auditions will be held throughout 
the first two weeks of the school year, and 
information will be readily available at that time 
about the timing and location. 
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Mathematics 
 
*Placement in Mathematics courses is decided 
exclusively by the Math Department. All incoming 
freshmen students must complete a placement test if 
they would like to be considered for a class other 
than Algebra I. All incoming transfer students must 
also complete a placement test to ensure proper 
course placement. 
 
Algebra I   
The course emphasizes a multi-representational 
approach with concepts and problems expressed 
according to the Rule of 4: (1) graphically, (2) 
numerically, (3) analytically, and (4) verbally. Topics 
include order of operations, evaluation of 
expressions, using rules of exponents, radical 
expressions and equations, solving and graphing 
linear equations and inequalities, modeling with word 
problems, quadratic functions, the quadratic formula, 
polynomial, rational and exponential functions, ratio, 
proportion, elementary statistics and probability. (1 
credit) 
 
Intermediate Algebra    
This course builds upon core algebraic concepts and 
moves at an accelerated pace through the study of 
expressions, equations, and functions to prepare 
students for advanced mathematics courses. Topics 
including linear, quadratic, exponential, logarithmic, 
polynomial, and trigonometric functions will be 
studied to provide the foundation needed for the 
future study of calculus. Applications to real-world 
problems will be studied in conjunction with each 
unit when appropriate. A TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required. (1 credit) 
 
Geometry 
This first course in geometry uses Euclid’s Elements 
as the text. Topics include definitions, axioms, 
postulates, angle and line relationships, properties of 
parallel lines, congruence theory, triangles, Euclid’s 
proof of the Pythagorean Theorem, circles, perimeter 
and area of plane figures, surface area and volume of 
solids, similarity, ratio, proportion, geometric 
constructions and algebraic applications. This course 
has a primary focus on geometric proof, both direct 
and indirect. A straightedge and compass are 
required.  (1 Credit) 
 
Geometry & Trigonometry 
This course covers a mixture of Euclidean geometry 
and algebra. The Geometry portion of the course 
includes definitions, axioms, postulates, angle and 
line relationships, properties of parallel lines, 

congruence theory, triangles, Euclid’s proof of the 
Pythagorean Theorem, circles, perimeter and area of 
plane figures, surface area and volume of solids, 
similarity, ratio, proportion, geometric constructions 
and algebraic applications. This course has a primary 
focus on geometric proof, both direct and indirect. A 
straightedge and compass are required. The algebra 
section of the course covers a variety of Algebra 
II/Trigonometry topics including, but not limited to, 
radicals, factoring, rational and piecewise functions, 
systems of equations, and trigonometry. (1 credit) 
 
Algebra II/Trigonometry 
This course is a continuation of the study of algebra 
focusing on the study of functions and an 
introduction to the study of trigonometry. With the 
help of the graphing calculator, we will examine a 
wide variety of functions, including polynomial, 
rational, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric 
functions. In addition to understanding the graphs of 
functions, we will also study modeling and applying 
functions with practical applications. Solving 
equations and systems of equations will be integral to 
the course of study this year. Other topics include 
factoring, exponents, radicals, solving polynomial 
equations, polynomial division, elementary 
probability, inverse functions, and complex numbers. 
During our study of trigonometry, the course will 
include trigonometric ratios, graphing trigonometric 
functions, solving trigonometric equations, using 
trigonometric identities, transformations, inverse 
trigonometric functions, and the Laws of Sines and 
Cosines. A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. (1 
credit) 
 
Algebra III / Trigonometry  
This is an accelerated course of study designed to 
help students master precalculus mathematics. 
Material covered in this course includes traditional 
advanced algebra and trigonometry topics, plus 
material from our precalculus course of study. This 
course emphasizes a multi-representational approach, 
with concepts and problems expressed according to 
the “rule of four.” That is, students will express 
functions and other mathematical concepts (1) 
graphically, (2) numerically, (3) analytically, and (4) 
verbally.  A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. (1 
credit) 
 
Precalculus    
The course emphasizes a multi-representational 
approach with concepts and problems expressed 
according to the Rule of 4: (1) graphically, (2) 
numerically, (3) analytically, and (4) verbally. An 
exploration at a greater level of abstraction of the 
elementary functions (linear, quadratic, polynomial 
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and rational) and their transformations, the 
transcendental functions: exponential, trigonometric 
functions and their inverses and logarithmic 
functions, composition, asymptotic behavior, polar 
coordinates, complex numbers, solving and graphing 
systems of equations and inequalities, elementary 
probability and statistics, and modeling with word 
problems. A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. (1 
credit) 
 
Introduction to Calculus 
This course is divided into two parts. Part I is a study 
of the elementary functions – polynomial, rational, 
linear, logarithmic, trigonometric and inverse 
trigonometric – and rates of change – with an eye 
towards calculus. Topics are examined according to 
the Rule of 4: (1) graphically, (2) numerically, (3) 
analytically, and (4) verbally. Part II is a beginning 
study of the calculus of a single variable. Topics 
include limits, continuity, derivatives, and anti-
derivatives. The use of technology is an important 
part of this course. A TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required. (1 credit) 
 
Applied Calculus 
Applied Calculus is a senior-level class that will 
introduce students to the study of calculus and its 
application to other fields such as biological sciences, 
economics, health sciences, population growth, 
physics, finance, and sustainability. Course materials 
and problems will be represented graphically, 
numerically, symbolically, and verbally, thereby 
encouraging students to expand their knowledge. The 
course covers differentiation as the practical 
understanding of the derivative as an instantaneous 
rate of change and integration as an understanding of 
accumulated change and other applications of the 
definite integral. It includes the connection between 
the derivative and definite integral in the 
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. The course will 
also cover probability density functions, geometric 
series and mathematical modelling using differential 
equations. In order to be approved for this class, 
students must demonstrate a solid understanding of 
functions (polynomial, rational, logarithmic, 
exponential, and trigonometric). Students must also 
show a genuine interest in mathematics and desire to 
study calculus. (1 credit) 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB 
The course follows the Advanced Placement AB 
Calculus syllabus. The course emphasizes a multi-
representational approach with concepts and 
problems expressed according to the Rule of 4: (1) 
graphically, (2) numerically, (3) analytically, and (4) 
verbally. Topics include limits and continuity, 

differentiation and integration with applications, the 
Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, numerical 
approximations and elementary differential 
equations. The use of technology is an important part 
of this course. A TI-84 graphing calculator is 
required. Students are required to sit for the AP 
Exam. (1 credit) 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus BC    
This course covers all the topics in the Advanced 
Placement BC Calculus syllabus and goes beyond. 
The course emphasizes a multi-representational 
approach with concepts and problems expressed 
according to the Rule of 4: (1) graphically, (2) 
numerically, (3) analytically, and (4) verbally. Topics 
include vectors and vector-valued functions, 
parametric equations, polar functions and polar area, 
differentiation, integration and the Fundamental 
Theorem of Calculus, improper integrals, sequences 
and series, Taylor expansions with Lagrange Error 
Bound, and logistic differential equations. Topics 
covered beyond the BC syllabus include integral 
applications to physics and engineering, biology and 
economics – work, electricity, energy, hydrostatic 
force, moments, centers of mass, Poiseuille’s Law, 
cardiac output, consumer surplus, present and future 
value – surface area, probability, advanced 
techniques of integration, epsilon-delta definition of 
limit, curvature, modeling using differential 
equations, predator-prey systems and Fourier series. 
A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. Students are 
required to sit for the AP Exam. (1 credit) 
 
Advanced Placement Calculus AB/BC    
This course combines in a single, one academic year 
program all of the topics covered in the Advanced 
Placement Calculus AB and Advanced Placement 
Calculus BC courses.  Refer to the immediately 
preceding paragraphs for a description of those 
topics.  The content and pacing of this course are 
demanding.  Placement into this course is by 
invitation only.  Students are required to sit for the 
Advanced Placement Calculus BC Exam. (1 credit)  
 
Multivariable Calculus 
Multivariable Calculus, also known as Calculus III, is 
an extension of the concepts of single variable 
calculus to several variables. In single variable 
calculus, students are accustomed to finding the area 
under a curve. In multivariable calculus, students will 
find the volume under a surface. Instead of evaluating 
single integrals, students will evaluate double and 
triple integrals. Students will do a lot of graphing in 
three-dimensional space, and most of the topics 
covered will be explored in three-dimensions. Topics 
of the class include vectors and vector valued 
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functions in 2-space and 3-space, cylindrical and 
spherical coordinates, partial derivatives, limits, 
continuity, differentiability, directional derivatives, 
the gradient, maxima and minima, optimization using 
Language multipliers, parametric surfaces, double 
and triple integrals, change of variables and the 
Jacobian, line integrals, vector fields, surface 
integrals and the classical theorems of Green, Gauss 
and Stokes. (1 credit) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The following courses are year-long elective courses 
which DO NOT fulfill the Mathematics 
requirement: 
 
Advanced Placement Statistics  
The Advanced Placement Statistics course of study 
introduces students to the major concepts and tools 
for collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions 
from data. Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes, as follows: 

 Exploring Data. Describing patterns and 
departures from patterns. 

 Sampling and Experimentation. Planning 
and conducting a study. 

 Anticipating Patterns. Exploring random 
phenomena and using probability. 

 Statistical Inference. Estimating population 
parameters and testing hypotheses. 

All students participating in this course will take the 
nationwide AP Statistics Exam in the spring. 
Students who successfully complete the course and 
the AP Exam may be eligible to receive credit, 
advanced placement, or both for a one-semester 
introductory college statistics course. A TI-84 
graphing calculator is required. (1 credit) 
 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra II or 
III, and approval of the Math Department 
chairperson.  
 
Advanced Placement Computer Science    
Implementing the curriculum specified by the 
College Board, the course is taught centering on the 
language JAVA and emphasizes object-oriented 
programming methodology with a concentration on 
problem solving and algorithm development; it is 
meant to be the equivalent of a first-semester college-
level course in computer science. Upon successful 
completion, students should be able to read and 
understand a program description and then design 
and develop it to the specifications. It also includes 
the study of data structures, design, and abstraction. 
Coding of programs and methods is a fundamental 
part of the methodology.  (1 credit)  
 
Prerequisite: Precalculus or higher with a grade of 
85% or higher recommend
































































