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The college selection process is overwhelming and exciting all at the same 

time. A myriad of questions arises from students and parents as they 

progress on their college search. Here, we’ve tried to answer some of the 

most commonly asked questions by University Prep students. 

 

1. What standardized tests are required for college admission?  
Most colleges are “test optional,” meaning they will consider, but don’t 
require standardized testing for admission. Some institutions are “test 
blind,” which means that they don’t use standardized testing at all in 
the admission process. For some institutions, this is a temporary policy, 
and for others, this is permanent.  To see an up-to-date list of test 
optional and test blind schools, visit www.fairtest.org. 
 
2. What standardized tests do most UPrep students typically take?  
Even though most colleges don’t require standardized testing for 
admission, the College Counseling office recommends that students 
register to take the SAT and/or the ACT, beginning in the spring of the 

junior year. We offer both exams on campus during the school day for 
juniors (spring) and seniors (fall), or students can register to take the 
exams at a national test site during select Saturdays. 

  

The ACT focuses on four subject areas: English, math, reading skills, and 

natural sciences, and includes an optional writing section.  Scores range from 

1-36, with the optional writing section scored between 1-12.  The composite 

score is the average of the subject areas. A combined English Writing score 

will represent 2/3’s weight for the multiple-choice section and 1/3 for the 

writing. Students are encouraged to take the ACT in the spring of their junior 

year and many will take it again in the fall of their senior year. We don’t 

recommend that students take the optional writing section, as most colleges 

don’t require it. Students register for the ACT online at www.actstudent.org.  
 

The SAT gets redesigned every decade or so, and the current format has 

scores that range between 400 -1600 points, including one 800-point section 

in Evidenced-Based Reading and Writing and one 800-point section in Math. 

Registration is online at www.collegeboard.com.  
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