GROTON BOARD OF EDUCATION
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 24, 2022 @ 6:00 P.M.
REMOTE MEETING

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Andrea Ackerman, Dean Antipas, Vice Chairperson Katrina Fitzgerald,

Elizabeth Porter, Matthew Shulman, Rita Volkmann, Bevetly Washington,
Jay Weitlauf

MEMBERS ABSENT: Chairperson Kim Shepardson Watson

ALSO PRESENT: Susan Austin, Philip Piazza, Sam Kilpatrick, Ken Knight, Laurie LePine,

IL.

I11.

Iv.

VI

Isaiah Anderson

CALL TO ORDER - Vice Chairperson Fitzgerald called the meeting to order at 6:00 p-m.

A. Pledge of Allegiance

The first order of business was the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag led by Isaiah Andetson.

RECOGNTITON AND PARTICIPATION OF VISITORS AND DELEGATIONS

NONE

COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS

NONE

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS I'ROM CITIZENS

NONE

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT

Student Representative Isaiah Anderson noted that last Friday the Student Advisoty had a webinar
with Mr. Romano. Isaiah stated that it focused on goal setting. Isaiah noted that the Girls Basketball
team have won a spot in the State playoff.

SUPERINTENDENT AND ADMINISTRATION REPORTS

A.  Superintendent Report

®  Ms. Austin reflected on Groton’s visit with Sectetary of Education Catdona and
Congtessman Courtney at the Blue Ribbon Magnet School. She also stated that last
Friday the President had signed the bill put forward by Congtessman Courtney regarding
the Impact Aid act, and this is good news for Groton.

®  Review of the 2021-2022 School Calendar (180 Day requitement = June 17, 2022) - Ms.
Austin noted that the Board will be asked to set Graduation Day at a later date and
explained that the law reads differently than it did before regarding the setting of the
Graduation Day, requiring that it not happen eatlier than 180 days.

®  Preview 2022-2023 Calendar — Ms. Austin encouraged the Board to accept the GPS
2022-2023 calendar, which aligns with the LEARN tegional calendar.

B. Assistant Superintendent Repott

®  GPS Facebook Presentation (ATTACHMENT #1) - Dr. Piazza and Mts. Beyus gave a
presentation of the proposed Groton Public Schools Facebook page.
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VL

VIL

VIIL.

SUPERINTENDENT AND ADMINISTRATION REPORTS — cont.

C. Director of Buildings and Grounds

® Update re: Facilities — Mr. Kilpattick gave an update on Solar Panels at the two new
schools (MRMS & GMS). Mr. Notris addressed making the Board comfortable with the
signing of the purchase agreement. The city uses Groton Utilities, so TRMS is on hold.

® Update Re: Transportation — Mr. Kilpatrick noted that thete have not been many double
ups on the buses in the last few weeks. He stated that new cameras have been ordered by
STA and should be up and running by the beginning of February.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

A.  Policy — There was no teport. The Policy Committee will meet on February 7, 2022,

B. Curticulum — Dt. Ackerman noted that the Curriculum Committee met and Dr. Piazza noted
that the Curriculum Committee discussed the American Sign Language updates to the
cutriculum.

C. Finance/Facilities — There was no report. The Finance/Facilities Committee will meet on
February 7, 2022.

D. Negotiations — There was no repott.

E. LEARN - Mrs. Volkmann noted that the LEARN Board met and CFO of LEARN Mike
Belden gave an update on the fiscal state of LEARN and Executive Director Kate Erickson
gave a presentation to new Board members.

F.  TCC/RTM/BoE Liaison — Thete was no repott.

G. AGSA/GEA/BoE Liaison — Thete was no repott.

H. Groton Scholarship — Thete was no tepotrt

I.  Athletic Fields — There was no teport.

J- State Council on Education Opportunities for Military Children — There was no report.

ACTION ITEMS

A

Consent Agenda

MOTION: = Weitlauf, Volkmann; to approve the Consent Agenda with the exception of the
special meeting minutes of January 18, 2022 @ 7:00 p.m.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

Old Business

1. Discussion and possible action regarding the 2022-2023 school calendar.
(ATTACHMENT #2)

MOTION: Antipas, Shulman; to approve the 2022-2023 school calendat.
YES - Fitzgerald, Ackerman, Antipas, Portet, Shulman, Washington,
Weitlauf
ABSTAINED - Volkmann
MOTION PASSED
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VIII.

ACTION TIT'EMS — cont.

C. New Business

1.

Discussion and possible action regarding the acceptance of the Cutler School Project, now
known as Mystic River Magnet School, as complete.

MOTION: = Shulman, Porter; to accept the Cutler School Project, now known as Mystic
River Magnet School, as complete.

PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion and possible action regarding the acceptance of the West Side School Project,
now known as Thames River Magnet School, as complete.

MOTION: Porter, Volkmann; to accept the West Side School Project, now known as
Thames River Magnet School, as complete.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion and possible action regarding the ratification of the Paraprofessional Union’s
one-year contract extension for the period of July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.

MOTION: = Shulman, Ackerman; to approve the ratification of the Paraprofessional
Union’s one-year contract extension for the petiod of July 1, 2022 to June
30, 2023.
YES - Fitzgerald, Ackerman, Antipas, Porter, Volkmann, Weitlauf
ABSTAINED - Shulman, Washington
MOTION PASSED

Discussion and possible action regarding approval of a field ttip request to the Robotics
Regional Competition in West Palm Beach, FL scheduled for March 2, 2022 through March
6, 2022.

MOTION: Volkmann, Porter; to approve the field trip request to the Robotics Regional
Competition in West Palm Beach, FL scheduled for Match 2, 2022 through
March 6, 2022.
PASSED - UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a GPS Facebook Page.

MOTION:  Washington, Porter; to approve the creation of a GPS Facebook page.
YES - Fitzgerald, Antipas, Portet, Washington, Weitlauf
NO - Ackerman, Volkmann
ABSTAINED - Shulman
MOTION PASSED
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IX.

XI.

INFORMATION AND PROPOSALS

Lettets, communications, and comments by Board members on meeting items and any other items
in their jurisdiction.

Mr. Weitlauf noted that he has received emails from parents regarding the Marching Band
budget and that he referred them to the Superintendent.

Mrs. Washington noted that she received the same email regarding the Marching Band
budget; communication from the community asking if a Libraty in the new schools can be
named after Dr. James Mitchell; she noted that February 1, 2022 starts Black History Month
—The Town is having a flag raising at the Town Hall, beginning at 3:30 p.m., commemotating
Black History month.

Dt. Ackerman noted that she has received two emails that she refetred to the Superintendent.
Mts. Potter noted that she received an email from a patent thanking the Middle School
teaching regarding coding and stated how much it has enriched her child’s life.

Mrs. Volkmann noted that she received from a parent of FHS Music concetns and theit need
for drum lining replacements. Mrs. Volkmann stated that she found the Mattin Luther King
Ecumenical Setvice to be very moving.

Mrs. Fitzgerald noted two emails and passed them to the Supetintendent and that she is
involved with the United Way Food Share Progtam in the City.

ADVANCE PLANNING

A. Future Meeting Dates and Calendat Items for Board Attention

As noted in the agenda.

B. Suggested Agenda Items

NONE

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION:  Ackerman, Shulman; to adjourn at 7:24 p.m.

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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Attachment #2

Groton Public Schools Student Calendar 2022-2023 DRAFT

Early dismissal No school
JULY 2022 0/0 AUGUST 2022 2/2
M T i Th F M T W Th F
1 1 2 3 4 5
4 5 6 7 8 8 9 10 11 12

11 12 13 14 15

15 16 17 18 19

18 19 20 21 22

22 23 24 25 26

25 26 27 28 29

29 30 31

1, 4 July 4th Holiday
x Sp. Ed. Summer School
Summer School 9-12 at FHS - TBD

M T W Th F

x Sp.Ed. Ext ABA Summer Session

25 Convocation/School Meetings

30 First Day of School (1-12)

30, 31 Preschool, Kindergarten Screening

NOVEMBER 2022 17/60

M T W Th F

3 4 5 6 7

1 2 3 4

10 11 12 13 14

7 8 9 10 11

17 18 19 20 21

14 15 16 17 18

24 25 26 27 28

21 22 23 24 25

31

28 29 30

10 Columbus Day
25 TLI-Early Dismissal

8 All Day Regional

Prafessional Development
11 Veteran's Day
23, 24, 25 Thanksgiving Recess

FEBRUARY 2023 18/115
T W Th F M T W Th F
3 | 45 | s 1 | 2 | 3
10 11 12 13 6 7 8 9 10

17 18 19 20

13 14 15 16 17

NG NE

24 25 26 27

20 21 22 23 24

30 31

27 28

2 New Year's Day
16 Martin Luther King Day
31 TLI-Early Dismissal

APRIL 2023 14/151

M T W Th F

20, 21 Presidents Day Recess
28 TLI-Early Dismissal

-II@EEEIEIEE

3 4 5 6 7

vi|m

10 11 12 ] 14

M W T
1 2 3
8

9 10 11 12

17 18 19 20 21

15 16 17 18 19

24 25 26 27 28

22 23 24 25 26

29 30 31

7 Good Friday
10-14 Spring Recess
25 TLI-Early Dismissal

16 TLI-Early Dismissal
29 Memorial Day

Start Date 8/30

SEPTEMBER 2022 21/23
M T W Th F
1 2

5) 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

1, 2 Preschool, Kindergarten Screening

5 Labor Day

6 First Day of Kindergarten
/PreK/Preschool

27 TLI-Early Dismissal

DECEMBER 2022 17/77

M T W Th F
1 2
5 6 7 8 )
12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30

6 TLI-Early Dismlssal
23 Early Dismissal
26-30 Winter Holiday Recess

MARCH 2023 22/137
M T i Th F
1 2 3
6 7 8 9 10

13 14 15 16 17

20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 31

10 Regional Professional Development
28 TLI-Early Dismissal

JUNE 2023 8/181

M T W Th F

1 2
5 6 7 8 9

12 13 14 15 16

19 20 21 22 23

26 27 28 29 30

12 Last Day of School, Early DismIssal
FHS Graduation - TBD*



