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February 16, 2016
Dear Beaverton School District Boundary Adjustment Committee:
Thank you for the hours and energy you have given to the boundary adjustment process.

I am relieved that your current draft proposal takes into consideration the value of high
school continuity for students who are juniors and seniors during the transition year, and
that you recommend that those students be allowed to finish their high school education
in the same school in which they started. I respectfully request that all students be
afforded this same consideration. This would require that you extend your transition
proposal to the class of 2020, the students who will be sophomores during 2017/2018.

No matter how you adjust the boundary lines, I feel strongly that all high school students
should have the opportunity to start and finish at the same high school.

In 2012, the National Institutes of Health conducted a robust study that looked at the
impacts of student mobility and related disruptions to high school continuity
(hitp://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pme/articles/PMC4279956/). The study looked specifically
at correlations between student mobility and drop-out rates. The results are
comprehensive and complex, but not surprisingly, one of the findings is that drop-out
rates increase for students who experience mobility during high school, even when the
data are equalized for other elements of instability often found in students who are
impacted by higher levels of mobility (for example, poverty). One of the primary
conclusions of the study is that disrupted high school continuity results in negative
impacts on student engagement, and lower student engagement increases a student’s risk
of dropping out.

I’ve provided a link to the study in my written testimony, but even without the study, I
think few would argue about the importance of student engagement. Here is the

reality: Student engagement is much about mascots and school colors. Fight songs and
cherished traditions. Relationships and preparing for the future. Leadership opportunities
and letters of recommendation. Being a part of a team and cheering for your team. In a
word, high school engagement is built through community. All Beaverton School District
high school students should have the opportunity to join a high school community and
call it their own for the full four years.

According to Board Policy JC, School Attendance Areas, "At schools impacted by
redrawn attendance boundaries, where and when possible, the superintendent may allow
students to remain at their current school for one or more years to complete the highest



grade level or levels offered.” I would ask that you acknowledge that it is possible to
devise a solution that allows all of our high school students the opportunity to complete
their high school education in the school in which they start. It may be challenging. It
may be complicated. There will likely be added short-term expense. But, it is possible,
and it is important.

I request that your proposed transition plan recommends that all Beaverton School
District high school students have the opportunity to start and end their high school
experience at the same school, if they so desire.

Sincerely,
Dawn Prochovnic

Parent of two BSD Students
(who are not currently slated to change schools via the boundary adjustment)



February 16, 2016

Nathan and Nicole Green
8538 SW Charlotte Drive
Beaverton, OR 97007

Superintendent Jeff Rose and the Beaverton School District High School Boundary Advisory
Committee:

As the boundary decision is coming to a close and it appears there are areas that are highly
likely to be in the new high school boundary, | am asking the District to please appoint two
representatives from the new high school to the Boundary Advisory Committee to ensure our
community’s representation in these final months of deliberation. “Transition decisions”
currently being made are going to dramatically impact the new high school and the experience
it provides.

For example, we are strongly opposed to the Committee’s consideration to grandfather in
juniors to their existing schools. This will put the new school at a serious disadvantage.

Students entering the doors of the new high school in fall 2017 should expect to have equal
access to ALL of the offerings—academic and extracurricular—of the other high schools in the
District. Freshmen and sophomores need to be focused on building their resumes for college
applications with a well-rounded education. This doesn’t begin junior year. In order to provide
this depth, it is necessary that juniors be required to attend the new school.

The decision to exclude juniors from the new school raises a number of issues, including the
following: (Note: These issues largely stem from “Section IV. Transition Issues: Committee
Recommendations” of the February 4 Meeting Notes.)

My daughter, who will be a sophomore likely at the new school in fall 2017, is on an advanced
academic track and expects to take two AP courses her sophomore year. Will she have access
to these classes at the new high school from the start? And if so, will there be enough students
in these classes to maintain them? The school will need to have a complete AP/IB program and
upper-level classes from the beginning. It is also important to keep in mind the curriculum
needs of juniors and seniors who live in the new school boundary and choose to attend the new
school.

Will the new high school offer all of the elective courses as the rest of the high schools in the
District?



My daughter is a competitive cheerleader and would like to cheer at the high school level. Will
there be varsity sports teams to cheer for with no juniors? And what about band, school
musicals, etc.?

By not having juniors at the new high school, the school—anticipated to be the largest in the
District—will be a ghost town in the hallways, at activities and events, at dances, etc. These are
the experiences that make up the total high school experience. And how will being significantly
under-capacity affect funding for the school?

Many of the students slated to attend the new school, including my daughter, want to go to the
new school and are excited about the opportunities it presents. Please ensure those
opportunities are there and that they don’t miss out on important high school rites of passage
and academic and extracurricular resources to help them get into and prepare for any
distinguished university in the country.

On another issue, we also want to voice our concern over the proposed early adopter program.
Again, the freshmen class of 2016 who will be attending the new high school as sophomores in
2017, will be negatively impacted by this because: they will be surrounded by peers who they
will not continue their high school experience with; they will suffer with overcrowded
classrooms; and they will be made to feel like “they don’t belong” at their temporary schools.
The early adopter program should not be allowed at Beaverton High School and Southridge
High School.

We appreciate your consideration of this feedback and respect the hard work and effort
involved with this difficult process.

Nathan and Nicole Green
nicole@nygcommunications.com
nathan@nygcommunications.com
(503) 336-4291
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February 16, 2016
Dear Boundary Committee Members, School Board Members and Superintendent Rose,

I’m sorry I cannot appear in person at tonight’s hearing due to a previous engagement. I wanted to put in a quick
word about a change that occurred at last Thursday’s meeting impacting my neighborhood (Stonegate, which has

Walker Road to the South and 173" to the west). I've been following the process closely since the Board approved
the criteria last fall (the Board may recall that I came to testify in favor of the land swap with Hillsboro School
District for South Cooper Mountain to retain unity and proximity, based on my work both as a Beaverton Planning
Commissioner and a SCM Citizen’s Advisory Committee Member). As a former BSD budget committee chair, 1
really appreciate that a formal process has been identified and is being followed for this boundary work.

Throughout the process, my neighborhood has bounced between its current high school, Westview (which we love
and feel a tremendous loyalty toward), and a closer high school, Sunset (which is also a very close school, actually
closer, and we know we could quickly grow to love it). The neighborhood is willing to embrace either solution,
since both provide close proximity. Last Thursday night’s meeting caught everyone off guard, because our
neighborhood suddenly and unexpectedly flipped, five days before the hearing (out of a very long, thorough
process), into a boundary of a high school much farther away with significant traffic to encounter on each day’s
journey. We would respectfully request that we be returned to a closer school, either Westview or Sunset, based on
proximity.

Why do I write this letter? Besides the obvious impact on the neighborhood, this actually harkens back to a
personal life experience of mine. When I was in public school in another state, my parents moved into a
neighborhood specifically so that my sisters and I could walk a mile to that school and partake in everything that
school had to offer, both academically and through participation in after school activities. I had to be able to walk
home from girl scouts, math club, choir, etc., because my father was both working full time and pursuing his
master’s degrees full time and was simply unable to take me. My mother had just barely learned to drive to get to
the grocery store, and picking me up after school wasn’t an option. I happily walked the mile (okay, walking was a
bit rough when the snow fell in feet, but I was able to do it). Then boundaries were changed, and I was bussed 45
minutes each way to a brand new school. It was an impressive facility, and I learned a fair amount academically,
but every single after school activity disappeared out of my life, because I simply couldn’t get home. I couldn’t go
to friends’ houses after school for the same reason, which certainly impacted the sense of unity.

I simply do not want others to be impacted negatively by a poor proximity choice at a critical time in their young
lives, as I was. The line looks like a simple enough one drawn on paper, yet the repercussions are significant.
urge you to return us to a closer school, either Westview or Sunset, for the sake of the entire school experience.

Sincerely,

Kimberly M. Overhage
16655 NW Lakeridge Ct.

Beaverton OR 97006
kimoverhage@gmail.com
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