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Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight and the hours each of you have put into this
endeavor. | especially want to thank our Southridge High School representatives: Todd
Corsetti, Joanna Wilbur, and Tori Pontrelli. Last night around 20 parents from Sexton
Mountain elementary met and discussed the Public Hearing map that was published late
Friday afternoon. These 20 parents and the géli—gdditional parents signed a petition that
requests Sexton Mountain elementary be moved back into the boundaries of the new high
school. These signhatures were gathered only since 2pm yesterday so you can see that the
change in boundaries is of vital concern to us. Hopefully you will hear from several of us
tonight if additional opportunities arise to speak. If not, | will be submitting the full speech

that we have divided to the email on the BSD website for High School Boundary Adjustment

Public Comments. Hopefully you will take the time to read the full transcript.

We have two main concerns with the change in high schools for SMES from the Preliminary
Proposal dated January 15, 2016 to the Public Hearing Map dated February 12, 2016 — the

process in which we got here and the criteria used to make said change.

To recap the process, a Springboard map was published on October 28, 2015. In that map a
clear delineation boundary between Southridge and the new high school was established —
Murray Rd. Most residents west of Murray expected the outcome that we would feed into the
new high school. As a result | personally did not attend any of the prior meetings to voice my
opinion or concern and | don’t think many others from this area did either. We did however
keep abreast of the weekly comments that were posted on the BSD website and again there
were minimal notes of concern of the springboard map for the neighborhoods west of Murray.

We did however read the numerous inputs from other areas of the district that had concerns.
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On January 15, 2016 a Preliminary Proposal was published that had minimal changes to the
new high school boundary with respect to the neighborhoods west of Murray. However we
did note many changes made in other areas of the district based on public meeting input and
emails/ handwritten notes and | am sure offline discussions. Since there appeared to be no
changes impacting us, conversations started popping up about if the new high school is going
to be IB or AP, how wili extracurricuiar activities work, have you seen the progress on the new
high school. Again after the published Preliminary Proposal little comments were made via
email and published on the BSD website from our community. The only open we noticed on
the Preliminary Proposal was the area with slashed pink lines, noted as unresolved areas,
which was not in the SMES school boundary but due north in the Chehalem school boundary.

As a result we all thought the inclusion of SMES in the new high school was final.

Then comes the afternoon of Friday, February 12, 2016. The SMES closed Facebook page
started to get some traffic on school boundaries. | thought it was just someone that wasn't
informed of the process to date. Late that night, | happened to look on the BSD website and
noticed that a new Public Hearing map was published after 3pm that day and all of a sudden
SMES is rezoned from the new high school to Southridge high school. As a result a lot of
parents spent part of their three day holiday weekend stunned and confused. It appears that
a technical team was formed sometime after February 4™ and this technical team — whose
members do not appear to be publicly disclosed — looked at a selection of maps community
members have submitted and chose one as the Public Hearing map. The concern parents of
SMES have is that most of those community maps were submitted from other areas of the
district as why would one who lives west of Murray submit a map if for three months nothing
has changed in your area. As previously mentioned we gathered last night as best we could

and tried to prepare for this last public hearing meeting before boundaries are finalized.
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Unlike the other areas in the district that have had 90 days to provide input on changes and

organize, we have had three days!

Our last concern on the process has to do with the community members representing
Southridge high school. Both are residents south of Scholls Ferry Rd. One is a resident in an
area zoned for Scholls Ferry elementary school, the other is a resident zoned for McKay
elementary school. As noted before with no concerns to raise, few people attend the public
forums in November, December and January. Maybe that was our time for getting to know
our community representatives and provide input, but with how the maps were drawn most
thought a better of use of their time was to be involved in the community at their kids
extracurricular activities, at their places of worship, at their libraries and community centers,
rather than spend their time in a meeting that was for people in other areas of the district to
voice their concerns. As such, the people who signed the petition, do not feel that the
community representatives, fully understood the connectedness of the neighborhoods and
schools west of Murray — namely Cooper Mtn elementary, SMES, and Nancy Ryles elementary.

We will talk more about neighborhood unity later.

Turning our attention now to the second concern — criteria to make the Public Hearing map. It
is plainly stated on the community maps the technical committee took under consideration
that the following four criteria as primary: availability of space, proximity to school, safety, and
maintaining neighborhood unity. Two additional criteria are listed as secondary:
transportation and feeder school alignment. We will address each of these six criteria as it

related to SMES moving from the new high school to Southridge.

Number 1: proximity to school. SMES is 2.5 miles from Southridge and 2.8 miles from the new

high school. This criteria is a wash.
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Number?2: safety — if definition of safety is measured by safety to get to school then this
criteria is a wash as well. Safety crossing Murray Boulevard to get to Southridge is the same as

the safety to take Murray to Scholls Ferry or come down 175,

Number 3: availability of space. In the Springboard map and Preliminary Proposal, the new
high school was to be 81% utilized by 2020. In the new Public Hearing map, as is the case in 4
of the 5 community maps considered, the new high school goes DOWN in utilization to 79%.
Southridge on the other hand goes from 93% utilization in the Preliminary Proposal to 96%
utilization in the Public Hearing map. These percentages are going in the opposite direction
one would think they should go. Why would a new high school, 4 years after opening only still
be under 80% utilization. Where are the students coming from to make up the other 20% in
the early 2020s? The school is bounded by Tigard and Hillsboro school districts. There is no
more room to grow BSD in the southwest neighbors NAC area after the developments already
planned are built by 2020 and accounted for in the published utilization rates. The only two
means to get to 90% and above utilization is to change SMES in the future or bus students in
from a distance already further than those currently proposed to be bussed in from around TV
Highway. Is the new high school going to stay in a lower classification level than the rest of the

BSD school for 10+ years after its opening?

Number 4: Neighborhood unity. This was briefly touched upon before but the Nancy Ryles,
SMES, Chehalem and Cooper Mtn schools and neighborhoods are the definition of unity. All
three of the other schools are exactly 1.2 miles away from SMES — one to the north, one to the
west and one to the south. Carving out SMES and placing these students with Greenway, Vose
and McKay destroys that unity. Our neighborhood NACs — Sexton Mtn and Neighbors
Southwest NAC have had joint meetings. Our towncenters are Murrayhill Marketplace,
Murray Scholls, and Progress Ridge — not Washington Square. We meet at the Starbucks at
the above towncenters and talk about youth sports leagues that our children are in together.

We watch our kids on the same Junior Metros teams. We walk Powerline Park together. We



5

go to Cinetopia not Regal Cinemas by Washington Square. We go to New Seasons at Progress
Ridge more frequently than Whole Foods close to Southridge high school. Adjusting the
Southridge boundary to cross Murray and rip SMES out violates this neighborhood unity. In
fact only two other school pairs across the district are closer in distance than 1.2 miles and
feed into different high schools — Oak Hills and Terra Linda are 0.7 miles apart with one
feeding into Westview and the other Sunset, as they want it, and the other school pair being
Errol Hassel and Cooper Mountain being 1.1 miles apart, with some of Cooper Mtn feeding
into Southridge and the rest plus Errol Hasell feeding into Aloha. Lastly on this subject, there is
ZERO neighborhood unity with Vose and McKay. How can there be when one of these schools

is one the east side of Hall and the other on the east side of 217.

Number 5: Transportation. Again the distance to either high school for SMES students is only
3 tenths of a mile different so not material. What is material is the transportation cost of
bussing Chehalem and Aloha Huber students down to the new high school, up to five miles

away, up and over Cooper mountain on 175%™,

Number 6: Feeder school alignment. SMES kids go to Highland Park middle school. This
middle school also has students from Nancy Ryles and Cooper Mountain feeding into it.
Currently these students go to Southridge and Beaverton high schools. Under the Public
Hearing map, Highland Park will feed three high schools. That is too fragmented for school
unity and spirit. Furthermore, we find it curious that a small portion of Hiteon elementary
school, south of Scholls Ferry Rd., was moved from Southridge in the Springboard and
Preliminary Proposal to the new high school in the Public Hearing map on Friday. Why would

Hiteon be split? If SMES is put back into the new school boundary and this part of Hiteon is

put back into Southridge, the capacity utilization would be 87% for new school and 86% for

Southridge! What is wrong with a balanced utilization that keeps both elementary schools

whole?
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So in conclusion is mystifies those parents who signed the petition that given these six criteria
that SMES was moved from the new high school back to Southridge. Looking at more statistics
on these maps, one is led to believe that free/reduced lunch percentages must be the main
criteria. With the SMES change in the Public Hearing map, the new high school percentage on
free and reduced lunch increases by nine percentage points from the Preliminary Proposal,

o it
criteria over all others then we believe that all high school boundaries should be
gerrymandered like the new high school boundaries. Specifically we find it impermissible to
allow one high school — Sunset — to be at 14%, less than half of current percentage if this is the
main criteria used to move SMES back to Southridge. All residents within the BSD boundaries
should be treated equitably — one of the BSD pillars - and it appears that one criteria was
applied much more heavily for those of us in the silent population in the south than those who

have had 3 months to voice opinions in the north.

Thank you for listening, and/or reading, our collective speech. We implore the committee to
submit a final boundary proposal that moves SMES back to the new high school to maintain
the neighborhood unity and increase the utilization percentage of the new high school. At a
minimum we would like to see an “opt in” option for SMES residents for the new high school.
For those of us willing to transport our students to the high school, we should be permitted to

opt in to a school that is under 90% utilized for the forseeable future.
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WELCOME...to a special meeting of the
Beaverton School District.

The High School Boundary Advisory Committee
welcomes written comments and questions.
When finished please place your sheet in the
labeled basket on the table near the entrance.
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