WELCOMIE...to a special meeting of the
Beaverton School District.

B EAVE RTO N The High School Boundary Advisory Committee

SCHOOL D ISTRICT welcomes written comments and questions.

When finished please place your sheet in the
labeled basket on the table near the entrance.

Westview High School Public Hearing Your comments will be shared with the
committee and posted publicly on our
Date: September 13, 2016 webpage.
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Westview High School Public Hearing Your comments will be shared with the
committee and posted publicly on our
Date: September 13, 2016 webpage.
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Westview Open House Speech
(Ask for them not to use the timer.)

(Introduction)

Hi. My name is Elizabeth and | have two children in BSD schools, including one here at
Westview.

| am speaking tonight, not just for my neighbors standing behind me, but also for the
almost 600 people from our neighborhood who signed the petition we previously gave to
the boundary committee and Superintendent Rose.

We live here. (point, turn map to audience) This is our neighborhood, which is one of
the areas of consideration, Area 4. (Turn back.)

Thank you. Thank you for being here tonight and for listening to the community. Most of
all, thank you and your team for considering keeping us in the Westview boundary. We
absolutely support returning Area 4 to Westview, not just because we love Westview,
but because it follows all the criteria from policy JC.

(We are Wildcats - intro to criteria)

As early as kindergarten, when our kids join Westview little league teams, they are
taught to be proud Wildcats. And they are. We all are. Westview is part of our
community and our neighborhood is part of Westview. Did you know that Westview
football teams from peewee all the way to 8th grade, practice at Five Oaks Middle
School, which is located in our neighborhood? We would absolutely love to stay at
Westview. But we realize that loving your school and living in the community where your
school is located isn’t enough to keep you there. The decision must follow the school
board’s criteria.

When the recommendation was presented to the board, board members discussed
whether or not neighborhood unity or any other criteria needed to be reconsidered.
They voted unanimously that the only criteria needing further consideration were
proximity to school and transportation. Mr. Sparks, you pointed out that any changes to
the map will also need to fit the other criteria. We agree, and we will show you how
moving Area 4 back into Westview does indeed fit all criteria.



First, Availability of Space

e We know there is room for us here at Westview, because we’ve seen it on many
boundary committee maps. Keeping our students in Westview, without making
any other adjustments to the current proposal, still lowers the capacity at
Westview by almost 11% from today’s enroliment. If this isn’t low enough, we ask
that adjustments be made that follow the primary criteria so there is room for
Area 4. As you can see on this map, the current proposal includes large numbers
of students in the Westview boundary who live much closer to Aloha than we do.

e Also, our neighborhood only has 53 potential high school students. That's an
average of 13 students per grade level! It would be easy to fit us in either of our
two closest schools, which would follow the proximity to school criteria.

(Proximity to School)

e This map, created by the district, shows how close neighborhoods are to each of
the high schools. Every house and apartment in our neighborhood is inside
circles surrounding Westview. Every. Single. One. In contrast, not a single
house or apartment in Area 4 is in any of the circles surrounding Aloha.

e Of all the areas of consideration, ours is the farthest away from Aloha, the closest
to Sunset and the closest to Westview. Keeping us in Westview would clearly
satisfy the proximity to school criteria. So would assigning us to Sunset.

Neighborhood Unity

e We realize that full elementary and middle school alignment would be ideal, but
according to the board’s descriptions of neighborhood unity, neighborhoods in
Area 4 have been and continue to be considered one united neighborhood by the
district. It's why we’re a separate area of consideration.

Safety

e My high schooler has had to walk home from Westview several times. It's a safe
route that keeps him on sidewalks and marked and lighted crosswalks the entire
way. Safe walking routes also exist from Area 4 to Sunset. Aloha is almost twice
as far as Westview and three times as far as Sunset.



Transportation

e Obviously, the closer a student is to their school, the better. It means lower
transportation costs for the district and lower costs for families driving back and
forth over the years. Rider times would also be lower for our students if you send
them to one of their two closest schools. Extra time on in traffic adds up over the
course of a school year, so when more than one option exists to send a student
to a closer school, the criteria supports doing so.

Finally, Student Body Configuration

e This is important and should be considered. We strongly believe in equity and we
love our incredibly diverse neighborhood and district. Every student in the BSD
should have equal opportunities to thrive at each of our great BSD schools.
However, the student body configuration criteria should not supercede the other
criteria, especially proximity to school, on which so many other criteria depend.

e As shown by the data provided in your August 15 analysis, keeping our students
in Westview has ZERO effect on the FRL rates at Westview and only makes a
1% difference at Aloha. That's less than the margin of error. Other options exist
that we believe would have the same effect on Aloha’s FRL rate, while following
all other criteria. One option even keeps a whole elementary school from being °
split.

Superintendent Grotting, we are thrilled that you are considering changing the map to
keep Area 4 in Westview, and we hope you will do so. Because we live so close to not
one, but two high schools, please change the map so that our 53 students are assigned
to one of their two closest schools, which we hope is Westview. Thank you.



