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Foreword
The choices made as a pupil
approaches the Fifth Form
are amongst the most difficult
they will have encountered.
While all pupils will study English, Maths GCSE along
with a Science GCSE/ BTEC, and most at least one
language, there is an enormous range of subjects
from which to choose.

specialisation. They will emerge, at the end of two
years’ study, ready to face the challenges of the Sixth
Form and life beyond.

Of course, pupils at Bede’s consistently perform at
With recent national changes to GCSEs, many parents a level beyond that which might have been expected
when they first embarked upon their GCSE courses,
may find themselves navigating unfamiliar waters.
but exam results are only one measure of success;
our ambitions for our Fifth Formers are unashamedly
My main message would be not to worry; the Bede’s
high.
faculty and the Fifth Form team will guide every
individual through every step of the process.
It will be a busy and exciting journey for all of us!
Inevitably, some favourite subjects will need to be
jettisoned as each pupil starts to narrow their focus
but, regardless of the courses each pupil chooses to
follow, every pupil within the Fifth Form at Bede’s has
ample opportunity to pursue their personal passions.
These years will be full of personal growth and
development as pupils seek real areas of

John Tuson
Deputy Head

john.tuson@bedes.org
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Introduction
The Fifth Form can appear
daunting, and with good
reason.
The GCSE exams taken at the end of the two years
are the first set of national examination hurdles
that pupils will face on their journey onwards,
towards their careers of choice.

A key to avoiding anxiety and thriving is by
choosing the Fifth Form programme wisely - a
programme which is centred on an individual
pupil’s strengths and interests.

The effects of the certificates earned will last a
lifetime, but there is no need to panic!

There is often a concern that life-changing
mistakes can be made when selecting your
GCSEs, which is why we at Bede’s construct
our Fifth Form programme to preclude these
mistakes.

The permanency of these grades must be
respected and anxiety is common during both
the course selection process and later, once
examination and coursework deadlines begin to
loom.
There is a danger of ‘tunnel vision’ with pupils
simply sprinting, head down, to collect a
particular number of grades or a particular type
of grade, but these years should be seen as a
time to forge a resilient, successful mind ready to
move on and evolve - a person prepared to meet
the challenges of the next stage of their education
or employment.
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All pupils are required to study English, Maths
and Science, and most will study a Language.
This ensures that they have the opportunity to
achieve the basic GCSE entry requirements for
any possible future, whether currently hoped for or
as yet unknown.
Beyond this, it really is true that pupils must
study what they enjoy the most. A balance
between the humanities, creative subjects
and the more practical, hands-on subjects is
advisable for many pupils but, equally, many
others will choose to specialise with two or three

of their free choices grouped into one of these
areas.
They may choose to be a double linguist, a multi
discipline artist or a triple scientist, but as long
as they achieve the best that they can in these
subjects then there will be pathways available
to them in the future. Furthermore, with the
opportunities available within the Co-Curricular
Programme, there are more than enough
opportunities for pupils to ‘round out’ their
curriculum vitae!
With future careers in mind, it is worth discussing
hopes and intentions with us as early as possible
so that we might advise the best combinations of
courses and activities for particular aspirations or
seek solutions to scheduling conflicts.

Finally, the Fifth Form programme includes
comprehensive guidance to making Sixth Form
choices, as well as a robust careers advice
component.
Should you be interested in looking long into the
future, this publication by the Russell Group of
Universities gives some further guidance on the
subject:
http://russellgroup.ac.uk/informed-choices/

Mandy Waterhouse
Director of Studies (GCSE)
mandy.waterhouse@bedes.org
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About Your Tutor
Bede’s Fifth Form Tutors are
tasked with enabling every
individual to succeed.
Across the two years of the Fifth Form at Bede’s,
an understandable focus for each Tutor is to
ensure the best possible examination outcomes
for each pupil in their care. As such, Tutors coach
and mentor pupils throughout the Lower and
Upper Fifth, meeting one-to-one with them each
week as well as seeing them daily.
Each Fifth Form Tutor is responsible for between
6-10 pupils linked to their House and, across the
two years, every Tutor comes to know their pupils
extremely well.

The relationships built up between individuals
across this time are invaluable, with the first half
of the Autumn Term in the Lower Fifth marking the
beginning of this process.
Tutors work with pupils during these first few
weeks of the year to ascertain the goals each
pupil has for themselves, identifying with them
opportunities in the Co-Curricular Programme
which will support and enrich their academic
studies.
On a day-to-day basis, Tutors are the main point
of contact for parents and pupils, working to
ensure that every girl and boy is making the most
of their time at school, reviewing the results of
reports after each regular reporting cycle and
identifying if pupils are being over or under
stretched.
Our School Council and House Prefect systems
contain ample opportunities for Fifth Form pupils
to step up into mentoring and Prefect roles and to
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reach beyond baseline expectations for academic
success; from volunteering to running events in
and outside of Bede’s, and pursuing ambitions on
the sports field, whatever a pupil’s ambitions, our
Fifth Form Tutors are there to help.
Beyond that, in line with our philosophy of
offering only the very highest standard of Pastoral
care, we also have a wide array of emotional
and spiritual support on hand, from the School
Chaplaincy to our onsite counsellor and School
Nurse.

The key message to remember therefore is that
whatever is happening, whether homework
has been forgotten and disaster has struck, or
whether a pupil is simply wondering if they can
give something new a try, your personal tutor is
the person you need to speak to.

Nick Abrams

Assistant Head: Teaching & Learning

nick.abrams@bedes.org
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GCSE English Language
Specification: AQA 8700
100% Examination / 0% Coursework

This course reflects our firm belief
that the subject should allow pupils
to be creative as well as critical.
It supports our conviction that every child should
chosen to develop an awareness of style, and inspire
develop their own distinctive written voice, learning
a fascination with language and the written word.
from the finest writers of English prose along the way.
We are keen to develop our pupils' own literary tastes,
This course is formally assessed through two
they will always have a private reading text. We
examinations taken in the Upper Fifth; one paper
inspire and celebrate their written work well beyond
focusing on fiction analysis and creative writing, and the confines of the curriculum, notably in our annual
a second paper focusing on non-fiction analysis and pupil-led publication Small Island and in the Bede's
persuasive or exploratory writing.
Writers' Competition.
In the Lower Fifth, pupils read widely and explore
a broad range of literary genres. Critical thinking
and essay writing technique is honed through the
exploration of extracts and whole texts, each carefully
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Matt Oliver
Head of English

matthew.oliver@bedes.org

English Language in the Fifth Form
is so important!
Studying the language that we speak everyday
makes you so much more aware of the power that
words have, as well as all the choices which are
open to you as a writer. This course gives a good
balance between things that are immediately
useful, like inferring from sources, and things that
are just fascinating to study.
Even though this subject is graded entirely through
examinations, there is still lots of room to
express yourself. With the creative writing tasks you
can craft a text in your own voice.

Amber Giles
Former Upper Fifth Pupil

72%
Over the last four years,

of Bede’s GCSE English
Language pupils achieved 9-6
grades.
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IGCSE English Literature
Specification: CIE 0992
100% Examination

This course ensures that pupils
experience the joys and challenges
of timeless poetry and prose.
Beyond learning the significance of totemic names
like Shakespeare, Austen or Browning, it also enables
teachers to tailor assignments to the specific
passions of a group, to look at the headlines, or delve
into a Booker Prize winner.
Our course structure helps pupils hone their writing
skills and develop their appreciation of literature in
the Lower Fifth. In the Upper Fifth, pupils prepare for
three examinations: an unseen texts examination,
writing on a studied play, and a final paper on
previously studied poetry and prose texts.
As we aspire for our pupils to achieve the highest
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grades, we aim to encourage curiosity and
independent critical thinking, not slavish rote
learning.
Our conviction is that pupils should be challenged
by their reading, but also encouraged to question for
themselves why, or even if, a set text merits its place
in the contemporary canon of literary ‘greats’.

Matt Oliver
Head of English

matthew.oliver@bedes.org

I love my English lessons, they bring
literature to life.
Literature gives you a wide variety of texts that you’d
never normally encounter in your life. We’ve
read a Gothic novel, poetry from three centuries, and
some Shakespeare. I can honestly say I’m
surprised at just how good those texts were.
I loved our set novel immediately, but only when I'd
been helped to see the significance of its contexts,
its language and even its structure did I see what
truly made it great

Maddie Rico
Former Upper Fifth Pupil

Over the last four years,

83%
of Bede’s IGCSE English
Literature pupils achieved
9-6 grades.
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IGCSE Mathematics
Specification: Edexcel 4MA1
100% Examination / 0% Coursework

The Mathematics Department is
situated beyond the lake in its own
newly built teaching centre.
Mathematics at GCSE is essential for nearly all
university courses and future employment. Our aim in
the Maths department is to empower pupils to delve
into the world of Mathematics with confidence and
belief.

Our teaching staff are here to ensure that with
support, guidance, motivation and our wealth of
experience, pupils feel completely prepared to achieve
their absolute best when sitting their exams in the
June of their Upper Fifth year.

We strive to ignite independent learning and to rise
to the challenges of trigonometry, solving quadratic
equations or proving a hypothesis by interrogating
statistical evidence.

Yet for many, this will only be the beginning of their
Maths journey...

The course ranges from lectures and field trips to
training for the British Mathematical Olympiad.
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Stavros Manos
Head of Mathematics
stavros.manos@bedes.org

I thoroughly enjoy my Maths lessons
at school.
The course we study is incredibly diverse, including
an array of projects, competitions and lectures.
The teachers are supportive and encouraging and
ensure that pupils have a full understanding of
what is required of them.
I know they are always willing to help me when
I need it, as well as making the work fun and
interesting!

Jasmine Cecil
Former Upper Fifth Pupil

94%
Last year,

of Bede’s pupils achieved 9-4
grades in IGCSE Maths.
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GCSE Modern Foreign Languages
Specification: Fr. AQA 8658 / Ge. AQA 8668 / Sp. AQA 8698/ Ma. AQA 8673
100% Examination

Our students typically continue the
languages they took in the First Year
during the Fifth Form.
The GCSE courses in French, Spanish, German
and Mandarin provide a great emphasis on the
spontaneous use of the language when writing and
speaking, and offer excellent preparation for A Level
study. They also allow pupils to learn about the
cultures where the target language is spoken and to
gain a better understanding of our world's diversity.
The faculty’s teaching is enhanced by an array of
activities during the year and trips in the UK and
abroad to enable pupils to improve their language
skills, including trips to Nice, Lille, Berlin, Madrid
and Beijing.
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Outside of the timetable, native speakers of a foreign
language will be invited to take a GCSE in their own
language in due course.

Veronique Ganivet
Head of MFL

veronique.ganivet@bedes.org

I believe that learning a different
language opens doors to new
experiences and helps to broaden
your horizons.
This is why I chose to continue learning French
at GCSE. Learning a foreign language at GCSE
has opened my eyes to different cultures and
experiences and encouraged me to try new
experiences. In the U5th, I was even cast in a
French play!
As Nelson Mandela once said, "If you talk to a man
in a language he understands, it goes to his head.
If you talk to him in his own language, that goes to
his heart."

Evan Nayler
Former Upper Sixth Pupil

52%
In 2018,

of Bede’s GCSE MFL pupils
achieved 9-6 grades
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GCSE Science
Specification: AQA 8464 (Dual) or AQA 8461, 8462, 8463 (Triple)

100% Examination

At Bede’s we have a flexible suite of
balanced science courses to suit the
needs of each individual pupil.
For most students; science will lead either to two
routes have their respective strengths and are an
or three GCSEs, depending on their abilities and
excellent basis for studying A-Level’s in Science.
interests. The decision as to which GCSE path pupils
should follow will be made by science teachers during
the Lower 5th, in consultation with tutors, parents
Julia French
and pupils themselves.

Head of STEM Faculty

The most popular choice is Combined Science. This
incorporates the best features of the three separate
sciences and results in pupils being awarded two
grades which represents two GCSE qualifications.
Triple Science (i.e. a separate GCSE in Physics,
Chemistry and Biology) is often the best path for
high achieving scientists who are confident on this
broader and more demanding set of courses. Both
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julia.french@bedes.org

I am completely fascinated by the
sciences.
I particularly love finding out about the human body,
its medical aspects and how the whole complex
miracle works.
Ultimately, I like to work towards understanding how
human and other species' bodies work, not only at
the level of cells, tissues and organs, but also at the
chemical and biochemical level.
Triple science at GCSE suits my interests and
ambitions, as we learn to examine a very wide variety
of fascinating science topics in depth. It is excellent
preparation for my intended study at A Level and
beyond!

Francesca Plaskett

In 2018, the number of pupils
taking Triple Science doubled.

45%
of Bede’s Triple Science
pupils achieved 9-7 grades.

Former Pupil
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BTEC Principles of Applied Science
Specification: Pearson BTEC Level 2 First Award
25% Examination / 75% Coursework

For pupils who struggle with traditional science
subjects and would like a more practical approach we
have an alternative provision in the form of our BTEC
which is a qualification equivalent to one GCSE.
The Principles of Applied Science Award delivers
the Key Stage 4 Programme of Study for science by
covering the key scientific principles vital for both
scientists and citizens of the future. It develops
and exemplifies these principles in applied and
vocational contexts, leading to an understanding of
how the principles are applied in practice. Learners
are assessed through a mixture of exams and
assignments.
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Julia French

Head of STEM Faculty
julia.french@bedes.org

Principles of Applied Science it taught over 2 years and covers
Unit 1: Principles of Science
Unit 2: Chemistry and Our Earth
Unit 3: Energy and Our Universe
Unit 4: Biology and Our Environment
Unit 1, Principles of Science, is assessed via an external exam that pupils have the opportunity to retake
if needed. Units 2,3 and 4 are assessed via coursework. Principles of Science is an excellent all-rounded
course covering Biology, Chemistry and Physics for pupils who find traditional examinations a challenge.
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GCSE Art and Design
Specification: Edexcel 1ADO
40% Examination / 60% Coursework

Do you want a job in the arts, or to
become an Architect, Graphic, Web
or Fashion Designer?
Even if you don't, it’s hard to imagine a career where
Art GCSE would not be useful!

Over the two year GCSE Art course at Bede’s, pupils
learn a variety of techniques including drawing,
painting, printmaking, and graphic design while also
learning from the work of artists.
Pupils explore the formal elements such as line,
form and colour – knowledge is essential when they
come to create any visual image whether it is drawn,
painted, photographed or created digitally.
In addition to these traditional techniques pupils
use Photography, Photoshop, Collage and three
dimensional approaches to develop their ideas.
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We place emphasis on each pupil creating
individual work and developing their
own creative ideas and our results speak for
themselves.
For examples of the excellent work produced by
Bede’s students please visit
https://bedescreativeartsfaculty.org

Jonathan Turner
Head of Art and Design
jonathan.turner@bedes.org

For the last 3 years,
The Bede's Art Department is one of
the places that shaped me as a person

Jake Vine

Bede's Art GCSE & recent Central
St Martins Graphic Design
degree graduate

100%
of Bede’s GCSE Art and
Design pupils have achieved
9-6 grades.

23

BTEC Business (Level 2)
Specification: Pearson BTEC First Award NQF Level 2 in Business
25% Examination / 75% Coursework

The BTEC First Award in Business
enables pupils to learn how to start
and run a business.
This course has been designed to provide an
introduction to the world of business where pupils
will develop the key enterprise, financial skills and
knowledge necessary to enable them to understand
how businesses recognise opportunities, and build on
them to succeed.
Over the two years, pupils come to understand how
a business makes and manages its money, how it
researches and plans for the future, how it measures
success, as well as how businesses brand, promote
and sells themselves effectively.
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This course is very hands on; the required evidence
for assessment will be generated through a diverse
range of project-based activities. These include
research assignments, case studies, investigations
into real working businesses, role plays, group and
individual presentations, and the creation of video
promotional material.

Georgina Wainwright
Head of Inquiry Learning

georgina.wainwright@bedes.org

I would recommend this course to
anyone who has an interest in business.
The coursework side of BTEC is what attracted me
to this course. It has really helped me learn how to
how to handle a continuous workload. It has provided
me with a practical approach to learning, and also
prepared me better for what is it going to be like
when I leave school and have to meet deadlines.
I have really enjoyed learning how to run and
maintain a business, because it is something I would
like to do possibly do later on and it has given me a
really good insight into actual business practices.

Leo Steel
Upper fifth 2019-2021

For the last 10 years,

99%
of Bede’s BTEC Business
pupils have achieved
9-5 grades.
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IGCSE Business / Economics
Specification: CIE 0450 (Business) or CIE 0455 (Economics)
100% Examination

These GCSEs provide an excellent
grounding in topics that are vital to
understanding the modern world.
We look to develop an understanding of the dynamic
economic climate in which we all live, with both
of these exciting and innovative courses helping
children to make sound financial decisions as well as
gain a working knowledge of the increasingly fastchanging world in which we live. It’s relevant, rooted
in reality, and compelling.
The start of both these courses will focus on
entrepreneurial behaviour and provide an insight
into key business functions. Classes will all look at
how businesses are affected by the overall economic
environment before they then specialise, depending
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on ability and interest, following a pathway that
leads either to an IGSCE in Economics or one that
leads to a IGCSE in Business.
Both pathways allow full access to either A Level
Business or A Level Economics, and both are equally
fascinating!

Barry Jackson
Head of Business & Economics
barry.jackson@bedes.org

A knowledge of business and
economics is important in any career.
In particular, I feel that I have gained a better
insight into what is going on around me. It's
interesting, relevant and constantly changing.
I have enjoyed learning about how Brexit will
affect the British economy and why companies are
successful.
Having enjoyed the course so much, I now intend to
study Business at A Level.

Toby Raj
Upper Fifth 2018-20

Last year,

93%
of Bede’s GCSE Business and
Economics pupils achieved
9-5 grades.
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GCSE Ceramics
Specification: Edexcel 1TDO
40% Examination / 60% Coursework

Ceramics at Bede’s is centred
on learning about function and
sculpture.
Across the two-year course, our pupils study
contemporary ceramicists and mankind’s rich past of
creating with clay.
Pupils learn how to create ideas through building
design outcomes out of paper, card, wire and clay to
develop preparatory work in their sketchbook. Each
student that studies ceramics has the opportunity to
explore many techniques for working with clay and be
ambitious with their making.
The main aim of their time in the Lower Fifth is to
explore and experiment with a wide range of building
techniques. This gives pupils the skills and processes
to open up their imaginations and desire to succeed
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alongside developing their ambition to achieve
beyond what they expect.
This enables them to be fully independent with their
ceramic-making techniques and take their projects
down a pathway of their choice in the Upper Fifth.
For examples of the excellent work produced by
Bede’s students please visit
https://bedescreativeartsfaculty.org

Anthony Hammond
Head of Ceramics

anthony.hammond@bedes.org

For the last 3 years,
I could not recommend more
studying a creative subject at Bede’s
– and I had the best time.

Rosie Stephenson
Ceramics GCSE and Central
St Martins degree
graduate 2020

100%
of Bede’s GCSE Ceramics
pupils have achieved
9-6 grades.
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IGCSE Computer Science
Specification: CIE IGCSE 0984
100% Examination / 40% based on a pre-release practical element

GCSE Computing brings the digital
world alive, enabling pupils
to understand their machines.
Computing pupils learn how to design and code
computer programs. Using Python, the pupils
are expected to work through and understand an
application such as a simulation or a game and
look at other languages such as Java and HTML. The
course also covers computer hardware, such as how
CPUs and computer components work.
The fundamental aim of the course is to enable
pupils to think logically and solve problems from a
programming basis. These skills are transferable and
the GCSE is an excellent complement for anyone with
a desire to study science, engineering, design, or to
go into business.
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Pupils will sit two exam papers, one worth 60%, the
other 40% of the overall grade. The first paper is very
practical and tests the pupils' programming skills.
The controlled assessment task is given to the pupils
before the exam and gives pupils the opportunity to
create, understand and test the code prior to sitting
the written paper.

Chris Betts
Head of ICT and Computing
chris.betts@bedes.org

Computing GCSE enabled us to
develop our skills as programmers.
I really enjoyed getting to write code myself as
opposed to just taking written exams.

100%
Last year,

The course is focused around problem solving,
algorithmic and mathematical reasoning, along
with its more practical programming side. In an ever
changing world, I think the skills I've learnt will be
an extremely useful tool for any course.
A particular skill IGCSE Computing has developed
is my ability to think logically, an attribute future
employers will want to see.

of Bede’s GCSE Computing pupils
achieved an
Henry Dolan
9-5 grades.

Former Pupil
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BTEC Performing Arts (Dance)
Specification: Pearson BTEC NQF Level 2 Award in Performing Arts (Dance)
85% Coursework / 15% controlled ‘audition and application’ task

This practical course has been
designed to develop students dance
skills in a variety of genres and
provide them with experiences of
real dance performance scenarios.
The course comprises of a total of three units
across the two year programme. These units enable
students to train, perform and create. They will also
develop their knowledge and skills of production
as they will also learn how to edit and create
accompaniment, consider costume, projection and a
variety of different stimuli.

Assessment comprises of dance class assessments,
video and written journals, live performances in both
solo and group contexts and project work.

Sherrie Pennington &
Alex Murphy
Course Leader

sherrie.pennington@bedes.org / alex.murphy@bedes.org
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I like to both perform and be creative,
so this course is great for me.
I am able to use all of my skills towards a
qualification.
Also, as this course is assessed continuously I do
not feel as anxious about the final result and I am
able to see how I am progressing at all times.

Anoushka Beardshaw
Former Upper Fifth Pupil

For the time that we have
offered this course,

100%

of all BTEC Dance students
have achieved the equivalent of
9-5 grades.

Image copyright: Tim Cross
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GCSE Design and Technology
Specification: Edexcel GCSE 1DT0 Design and Technology
50% Examination / 50% Coursework

Creativity is a truly fundamental
part of Design and Technology
GCSE at Bede’s.
Many designers believe the quality of the initial idea
and thought-provoking, innovative design to be
cornerstones of every successful product.

DT is about solving problems, equipping young
people with a range of solutions and helping them to
determine the best ones to follow.

Pupils learn a great deal throughout the course and
grasp many processes beyond those simply needed to
succeed academically.

Combining knowledge and understanding with
practical skills, these activities are intended to
provide breadth in creative learning and depth in the
application of practical and transferable skills.

The creative ‘Design and Make’ activities we offer
help to develop creativity and confidence in our
pupils' ability to think, question, explore, create and
communicate.

Nick Potter
Head of Design Technology
nick.potter@bedes.org
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DT has always been an intriguing
subject for me.
The tools and machinery available at Bede's have
really allowed me to explore the practical elements
of the course.
I find that DT teaches you so much more than just
practical skills. It develops your ability to analyse
existing products, and has stretched my ability to
think creatively to solve a real problem.
Designing a product from scratch has been a real
journey. Starting with freehand pencil sketches and
ending up with a 3D computer aided drawing of the
final design is quite an accomplishment.

98%
Last year,

of Bede’s GCSE DT pupils
achieved 9-5 grades.

Ben Izett
Former Upper Sixth Pupil
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GCSE Drama
Specification: Eduqas C690QS
40% Examination / 60% Coursework

GCSE Drama sees pupils assessed
in performance, design and, finally,
analysis in their written exam.
GCSE Drama enables pupils to learn a range
of theatre skills preparing them as performers,
designers, directors and critical audience members.
The course offers an opportunity to experiment with
different theatrical styles, and to become familiar
with the work of significant drama practitioners.
Pupils will study at least four play texts over the two
years.
Whatever the future holds, students of GCSE Drama
emerge with a toolkit of transferable skills. The
project based structure of the course enables pupils
to develop as collaborators, as leaders and as
independent creators. Pupils gain the confidence
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to pursue their own ideas, to reflect and to refine
their efforts within a highly supportive environment,
guided by our experienced staff.
Visits to the professional theatre form a central
role in the delivery of our course with recent visits
including trips to the National Theatre, London;
the Chichester Festival Theatre and Theatre Royal,
Brighton.

Will Rennison
Head of Academic Drama
will.rennison@bedes.org

I receive incredible amounts of
support from my peers and teachers,
which allows me to push myself
outside my comfort zone on occasion,
thanks to the focus and passion of
everyone around me.
We study a variety of acting styles, from Brecht
to Stanislavski, and then experiment with new
techniques we have learnt.
Therefore, I am always being creative in Drama, on
paper and practically, and I get immense enjoyment
out of it. It is a truly unique environment!

Max Mason
Former Pupil

Last year,

52%

of Bede’s GCSE Drama
pupils achieved grades 7-9 in
2020/21.
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English as an Additional Language
Specification: Cambridge ESOL PET and FCE.
CIE 0991 100% Examination / 0% Coursework
CIE 0990 50% Examination / 50% Coursework

This course is for Bedians who do
not natively speak English and is
mandatory for many pupils.
In the Lower Fifth (Year 10), pupils take one of the
Cambridge ESOL exams, PET or FCE, at the end of the
year. These exams test each area of the pupils’
language learning and are recognised worldwide as a
reliable indicator of English levels and inform us as
to which level of IGCSE Second Language each pupil
should follow in the Upper Fifth (Year 11).
The Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language
course is designed for learners who already have a
working knowledge of the language and who want to
progress in their academic career. The qualification
reflects the widespread use of English in education,
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and its aim is to achieve a level of practical
communication ideal for everyday use while forming
the basis for further, more in-depth language study.
In the Spring Term, the focus is on preparing pupils
for the examination in early May, when writing
structures are revisited and exam skills are put in
place.

Jason Cook
Head of EAL

jason.cook@bedes.org

Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) First Language English is
designed for learners whose first language is English
or is of a very high level of fluency. The course enables
learners to:
• develop the ability to communicate clearly,
accurately and effectively when speaking and
writing
• use a wide range of vocabulary, and the correct
grammar, spelling and punctuation
• develop a personal style and an awareness of the
audience being addressed.
Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for
their own enjoyment and to further their awareness
of the ways in which English can be used. Cambridge
IGCSE (9–1) First Language English also develops
more general analysis and communication skills such
as inference and the ability to order facts and present
opinions effectively.

In 2019,

100%
of Bede’s Bede's EAL students
achieved passes in Cambridge
ESOL exams.
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AQA Geography
Specification: AQA GCSE 8035
100% Examination

Bede’s Geography pupils are
encouraged to develop deep
knowledge and understanding.
We consider the implications of a rapidly growing
population, our demands for energy and dwindling
resources and the problems and solutions of an
urbanising world.
We also investigate the issues of globalisation, world
development and discuss how the developed world
can benefit less developed nations, exploring the
impacts of climate change and global warming, our
changing landscapes, coastlines and rivers and look
at the causes and consequences of nature’s most
destructive natural hazards.
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Through Geography, pupils are encouraged to
collaborate, think independently, analytically,
solve problems and develop research skills. These
attributes are developed throughout the course and
furthered through fieldwork and an opportunity to
visit Iceland, where pupils are able to explore the
wonders of a unique location.

Jonathan Slinger
Head of Geography

jonathan.slinger@bedes.org

Geography is an important subject
and I am so glad I’m studying it.
I chose Geography because of my love for the
natural landscapes of the world.
Whilst studying GCSE Geography at Bede's, I have
been able to broaden my knowledge of the world we
live in and the effects we have on it.
I now have a greater appreciation about our impact
on the planet, but more importantly, how we can act
to protect it.
It is one of the most interesting subjects in the
curriculum.

Henry Gomer
Former Pupil

97%
Last year,

of Bede’s GCSE Geography
pupils achieved 9-4 grades.
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GCSE History
Specification: Edexcel 4HI1
100% Examination / 0% Coursework

During this course, pupils study the
events that shaped our lives across
the 20th Century.
The modules we study include Germany: Development
of Dictatorship, 1918 – 1945; A World Divided:
Superpower Relations, 1943 – 1972; The Vietnam
Conflict, 1945 – 1975; and China: Conflict, Crisis and
Change, 1900 – 1989.
This engaging course gives a clear overview of the
key themes of 20th century history, and focuses on
some of the iconic events and personalities of the
era. IGCSE History is a rigorous academic subject
that prepares pupils for study at A Level and is highly
valued for the cross curricular skills that it delivers.
It provides ample opportunities to develop written

42

and oral communication skills via debate, academic
essay writing, analysis and synthesis.
There is a natural progression towards the study
of all Humanities which underpins a wide range
of careers including the creative arts, journalism
and law. IGCSE History is a colourful, wide-ranging
course that will enrich learning and help develop a
life-long interest in the subject.

James Whitaker
Head of History

james.whitaker@bedes.org

IGCSE History was my favourite
subject. There’s nothing like it.
I chose to study the course because I found it
interesting, enlightening and incredibly diverse.
It has provided me with skills that I have carried
over into an array of different subjects and
activities.
Pupils on the course learn to draw conclusions
and make historical judgements so that they are
challenged to be the best historians they can be.
What more could you ask for in a History course?

Megan Driver
Former Pupil

76%
Last year,

of Bede’s GCSE History
pupils achieved
9-6 grades while 51%
earned an 9-7.
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BTEC Information and Creative Technology
25% Examination / 75% Coursework

ICT skills are essential for success
both in employment and in higher
education.
The fundamental aim of the course is to teach our
pupils the transferable skills and understanding of
digital computer processes and systems used by
businesses across the world - however the scope
of the course ranges beyond the workings of the PC
and involves the human interaction with devices and
applications.
The course consists of 4 units, including a written
paper, worth 25%, on network communications and
digital practices which is tested in the L5 and lasts
for 1 hour. The remaining 75% of the course is based
on three practical units that pupils complete over
the two year course. These practical tasks involve
designing and building digital resources such as a
website, as well as working with data manipulation
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tools such as Excel Spreadsheets and creating
animations.
This course is a recognized equivalent to a GCSE, and
will be of extremely practical benefit in any business
environment or for pupils wishing to continue IT
courses at a higher level.

Chris Betts
Head of ICT and Computing
chris.betts@bedes.org

The Bede’s ICT and Computing department is future-facing.
Within its programmes of study, the department endeavours to develop transferable skills in its pupils and to
increase their confidence.
This philosophy enables pupils to apply their knowledge of ICT, and enhance their work, in all areas of school
life and beyond.
The things I learned set me up brilliantly for a career in Technology; opportunities to use ICT are everywhere,
but not until studied and experienced will the impact and enhancement of that learning become obvious.

Nik Carter
Bede’s Alumnus, Apple Inc.
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GCSE Latin
Specification: OCR J282
100% Examination / 0% Coursework

In the Classics Department we have
an absolute belief in providing the
best possible support for pupils.
Our Fifth Form courses see pupils develop a great
breadth of experience and study, with the guided
exploration of Classical languages offering a
fascinating way of training ones mind to think in
logical and linguistic ways.
Latin pupils embark on a two-year programme
which starts in Year 10 and comprises two strands
– Language and Literature, with Literature further
divided into Verse (Poetry) and Prose. Ancient Greek
is also available as a further GCSE during the CoCurricular Programme and pupils who are interested
in pursuing this course should contact the Head of
Classics.
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As a result of having taken these courses, Classics
pupils at Bede’s learn how to translate passages
of adapted text and develop skills in literary
appreciation from Tacitus to Virgil and Homer
to Herodotus through a wide variety of methods
including IT, quizzes, games and drama.

Pavlina Saoulidou
Head of Classics

pavlina.saoulidou@bedes.org

It is said that Latin is a 'dead'
language, but in fact the opposite is
true.
Learning about the history and culture of one of the
first technologically advanced societies in the world,
always seems to remind me of my lifestyle in the
21st Century.
With expert teaching of the grammatical and
linguistic elements of the subject, it becomes a
hugely rewarding lesson to be involved in.

Since 2015,

65%

I couldn't recommend it more!

Max Mason
Former Pupil

of Bede’s GCSE Classics
pupils have achieved 9-8
grades.
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GCSE Media Studies
Specification: AQA 8572
70% Examination / 30% Coursework

At GCSE level, Media Studies is
about discovery, exploration and
experimentation.
Over the two year course we range across a variety
of platforms and genres touching on television,
advertising, cinema and the internet.
In addition to the theory side of the course there are
plenty of opportunities to make our own products as
it is only really possible to understand the complexity
and artistic value of a short film or TV ad if one has
actually constructed one.
Pupils will have the chance to design and build
an array of media products, from magazine front
covers to film posters, film trailers and television
advertisements, analysing their own work and that
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of others to explain their artistic and commercial
choices.
It is not essential that pupils are already familiar
with cameras or Apple computers, but what is
essential is a curiosity about how the media
industries work ‘behind the scenes’ and a willingness
to embrace new challenges.

Richard Williams

Head of Media and Film Studies
richard.williams@bedes.org

Media Studies gives me the chance to
be both creative and academic.
I have particularly enjoyed studying Media because
of the practical work we are able to do. I have learnt
a lot about Photoshop, film editing and shooting on
digital cameras.
I have also enjoyed learning about the media in
deeper, more sophisticated ways. It has given me
a clearer view on topics such as audience profiling
and target markets and I have found that the course
links well with my other subjects.

Ella Bartram
Former Upper Sixth Pupil

96%
In 2019,

of Bede’s GCSE Media pupils
achieved 9-5 grades in their
GCSE's.
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GCSE Music
Specification: OCR J536
40% Examination / 60% Coursework

GCSE Music is a combination
of composing, listening, and
performing.
In listening, we study popular music examining the
stylistic conventions from the 1950s to the present
day. Whilst in film music, we explore the role of music
in film and the techniques used by composers. In
addition, we focus on the concerto through time
which encompasses a range of periods and styles. In
our final strand, we study world music which includes
African drumming, Calypso, and Indian raga.
Pupils are given time to develop their own creative
styles through composing and performing, often
applying their new skills through Bede's varied
concert programme. As well as structure, harmonic
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progressions, melody writing, textures and how to
write for specific instruments, pupils use specialist
music software such as Sibelius and Logic Pro to
compose and then record their final pieces in our
state-of-the-art studio.

Robert Scamardella
Director of Music

robert.scamardella@bedes.org

I loved GCSE music at Bede's. You are
pushed to be the best musician you
can be.
GCSE music allows you to express yourself in
different ways and gives you the confidence to
perform outside of the classroom.
It releases the creator in you. After all, the stage is
the best classroom. For me, singing is my passion
and something I will always do.
Whether music is something you want to pursue as
a career or something you just love doing, I cannot
recommend GCSE music highly enough!

William Hopkins
Former Upper Sixth Pupil

In 2019,

100%
of Bede’s Music students
achieved 9-6 grades.
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GCSE Photography
Specification: Edexcel 1PY0
40% Examination / 60% Coursework

Photographers produce and
preserve images that paint a picture,
tell a story, or record an event.
At Bede’s we want pupils to be able to explore,
understand and appreciate photography from its
origins through to post-processing using tools such
as Lightroom and Photoshop.

Over the two-year course at Bede’s, pupils will learn
the significance and uses of Shutter Speed,
Aperture and ISO, how to develop black and white
film, and explore how to fuse their knowledge to
create and develop new ideas and concepts.
Most pupils take Photography GCSE in activity time.
To gain entry to the GCSE course, pupils must attend
a meeting and complete a mini project in the Easter
Term that will have a deadline date. This will be
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advertised around the school.
At the end of the two years, the course is followed
by an exhibition to showcase the pupils' work to
examiners, the school and parents.
For examples of the excellent work produced by
Bede’s students please visit
https://bedescreativeartsfaculty.org

Ema Excell
Head of Photography
ema.excell@bedes.org

Studying at Bede’s allowed me to
Pursue my imagination and taught
me skills I use every day at university
- I’ve got a much stronger foundation
than many of my peers because of it.

James Grimmond
Photography GCSE
and currently studying
Engineering & Architecture

For the last 3 years,

100%
of Bede’s GCSE Photography
pupils have achieved
9-6 grades.
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PE Course Comparison
As a department we are as proud of the pupil who achieves success in foundation
level performance as we are of our successful elite performers. We relish the
opportunity to inspire, help and improve all the pupils who come under our aegis.

IGCSE Physical Education

Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in
Sport Science

Exam

Worth 50% of the final grade
Based on whole course theory content
Exam 1 hr 45 min long

Level 2 sport science exam R041 - exam 1 hour
15 min, 70 marks, worth approx. 40% of final
grade.

Coursework

Practical sports performance: pupils are marked
on the performance in 4 sports from a range of
activity areas

2 units of work that have predominantly written
tasks to accompany practical tasks in fitness
training and fitness testing and health screening.
one unit is worth 80 marks worth approx. 40%
of final grade, one unit is worth 40 marks worth
approx. 20% final grade.

Pupil Qualities

• Highly able sports performer who is looking to
further their knowledge of sport, physical activity,
fitness and health
• Have a passion for the subject and a keen
interest in sport, how the body works and healthy
active lifestyles
• Pupil should be a strong practical performer
in a range of sports and activities. We suggest
pupils should be representing the school A teams,
county or region in at least two sports
• Pupils should be fit and willing to improve their
performance through committed training
• We have high academic expectations and
find the exam is comparable to GCSE Biology,
requiring candidates to apply their full range of
sports knowledge

• Passionate sports enthusiast who is looking to
further their knowledge of sport, physical activity,
fitness and health
• Have a passion for the subject and a keen
interest in physical activity, how the body works
and healthy active lifestyles
• Pupils are not assessed on their practical
sports performance but a knowledge of training
fitness and health would be advantageous
• Pupils would find it useful to have access to
a laptop or tablet that they can word process
documents on during lessons
• We have high academic expectations and
pupils taking this qualification should be able to
manage their time effectively

Mary-Jane Newbery
Head of Physical Education
mary-jane.newbery@bedes.org

54

55

IGCSE Physical Education
Specification: CIE 0995
50% Examination / 50% Coursework

IGCSE PE sees pupils develop
knowledge and understanding
through practical involvement.
IGCSE PE is ideal for the highly able performer
looking to further their knowledge of sport and
physical activity. They should have a passion for the
subject and a keen interest in sport, how the body
works and healthy active lifestyles.

of scenarios. The theory paper covers topics explored
first in a unit on Anatomy and Physiology, a second
on Health, Fitness and Training, a third unit on
Skill Acquisition and Psychology, and a final unit on
Social, Cultural and Ethnical Influences on sport.

The coursework component assesses candidates’
performance in four physical activities from an
extensive list ranging from Dance and Trampolining
to Hockey or Tennis.

As a department, we cherish the value of each and
every individual, ascribe equal importance to all
forms of achievement, and ensure that each pupil is
able to earn the very best results possible.

The other half of the course sees pupils completing
a theory paper at the end of the two years which
is comparable to GCSE Biology with candidates
required to apply their sports knowledge to a range
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Mary-Jane Newbery
Head of Physical Education
mary-jane.newbery@bedes.org

I am passionate about sport.
I picked IGCSE PE because I absolutely love sport.
I am a keen hockey and netball player, currently
playing for the county in both.
The subject combines my love of biology with playing
sport.
I would definitely recommend the subject if you are a
keen athlete, wanting to develop your knowledge of
the science behind physical education.

In 2019,

43%
of Bede’s IGCSE PE pupils
achieved 9-7 grades.

Maddy Wallden
Former Upper Fifth Pupil
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Cambridge National Certificate
in Sports Science
Specification: Level 2 sport science exam R041
25% Examination / 75% Coursework

Elite sport has embraced sports
science disciplines wholeheartedly
over recent decades.

We are moving from a perspective which assumed
natural talent in producing outstanding performance,
towards one which considers every detail of an
athlete's training programme, environment and
psychology in the pursuit of excellence.
The Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Science
offers a GCSE equivalent course and is ideal for
the passionate sports enthusiast who is looking to
further their knowledge of sport, physical activity,
fitness and health.
The course offers learners the opportunity to study
key areas of sport science including anatomy and
physiology linked to fitness, health, injury and
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performance; the science of training and application
of training principles; and psychology in sport and
sports performance. However pupils are not judged
on their practical sports performance.
Pupils complete a total of four units, one is a written
exam and the other three units are coursework based
tasks. The coursework component sees candidates
assessed on applying the principles of training, the
body's response to physical activities and finally
sports nutrition.

Mary-Jane Newbery
Head of Physical Education
mary-jane.newbery@bedes.org

This course provides a superb link to
our Sixth Form BTEC course.
As a new course introduced in 2018, we have the
first cohort of results coming through in the summer
of 2020.
The Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate in Sport
Science will provide an excellent foundation for the
BTEC National Level 3 Diploma in Sport where our
pupils have been highly successful.

In 2019

82%

of Bede's Level 3 BTEC
Sport pupils achieved the
equivalent of an A grade at
A Level.
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GCSE Religious Studies
Specification: AQA Religious Studies A (8062)
100% Examination / 0% Coursework

Taking Religion and Philosophy at Bede’s is vital preparation for life in the
real world.
We become better thinkers when we engage with
people who think differently to us. The AQA syllabus
in Religious Studies offers a critical exploration
of different beliefs and practices, focusing on
Christianity and Islam, the two largest religions
followed by just over half the population of the
planet to date. To better understand the world we
live in, pupils will need a good understanding of the
fascinating beliefs of these two religions.
The 2nd half of the course covers Relationships
and Families, The origins of the universe, Abortion
and Euthanasia, Arguments for God and Peace and
Conflict.
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Doing GCSE Religious Studies encourages young
people to think for themselves, learn how to handle
controversy and become persuasive. It enables them
to talk intelligently about religion in an environment
of kindness and respect.
Throughout the course we also orally debate and write
rigorous arguments using techniques which become
increasingly relevant at Sixth Form level and beyond.

Savvas Costi

Head of Religion and Philosophy
savvas.costi@bedes.org

“Religion and Philosophy is the most helpful subject
when it comes to applying what you learn to life.
Not only does it broaden your thinking in class and
school, but it enables you to think wherever you are.
It’s like unlocking a new world.
What makes this subject so interesting is the
environment it creates, where opinions are expressed
and listened to. This subject encourages you to
justify and evaluate everything you believe. The
best thing is that you can carry these skills beyond
the subject into the real world. I highly recommend
Religion and Philosophy as a GCSE subject.”

Atlanta Woodhall
Current L6 pupil

Last year,

88%
of Bede’s GCSE Religion and
Philosophy pupils achieved
9-4 grades.
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Notes
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